




















Two Other Rathbuns Linked
To Revolutionary War Events

In our last issue, we listed all the
members of our family with known
military or naval service during the
Revolutionary War. Following are the
stories of two other Rathbuns whose
involvement was more indirect, but
definitely worth recording:

A Canadian Rathbun was an un-
witting eye-witness to the first sea
battle of the American Revolution,
which took place on June 12, 1775,
less than a month after the first shots
were fired at Lexington and Concord.

Amos Rathbun (1738-1816), a
resident of Horton, Nova Scotia, was
a passenger on the Connecticut
sloop, Victory, bound from Horton to
New London, Conn. Off Machias,
Maine, the Victory became involved
in this early naval action, which his-
torians have called “The Lexington of
the Sea.”

The difficulties began on the eve-
ning of June 10, when residents of
Machias objected to the loading of
lumber on two cargo ships to be
hauled to Boston for construction of
British barracks.

Machias dock workers refused to
load the lumber, and a “liberty pole”
was erected in the town square as a
symbol of defiance to England.

Capt. James Moore, commander
of the British schooner, Margaretta,
waiting to escort the lumber to Bos-
ton, ordered the liberty pole torn
down.

The angry patriots, led by Jere-
miah O'Brien, responded the morn-
ing of June 12 by seizing the lumber
ships and then setting out with them

to attack the Margaretta. After an
exchange of gunfire, Captain Moore
broke off the fight and headed out to
sea, his ship’s rigging badly
damaged.

Amos Rathbun’s involvement then
occurred.

He was relaxing on the Victory,
lying at anchor in the bay, waiting for
agood wind to resume the trip to New
London.

Capt. Moore spotted the Victory
and decided to capture it to obtain
new rigging for his own damaged
ship. He also took, as prisoners,
Capt. Robert Avery, commander of
the Victory, and Amos Rathbun.

Once his schooner was repaired,
Capt. Moore sailed back toward
Machias to resume the fight. He took
the precaution of tying Capt. Avery to
amast by the helmsman, thinking the
Americans would not fire at one of
their countrymen.

The most high-ranking court-
martial of the Revolutionary War
was held primarily in the home of
a Rathbun. General Arthur St.
Clair was ordered to trial by the
Continental Congress for negli-
gence and cowardice in the sur-
render of Forts Ticonderoga and
Mt. Independence, N.Y., to the
British in July 1777. General
Washington authorized the court-

The Americans, however, did
open fire when the Margaretta came
within range, and Capt. Avery was
killed. In the ensuing battle, Capt.
Moore was shot twice in the chest
and abdomen, and died the next day.
Five other English crewmen were
wounded, two fatally.

The Americans lost two men killed
and four wounded, but succeeded in
capturing the Margaretta. America’s
first sea battle was a victory, and
Amos Rathbun had been in the
middle of it.

There is no record of Amos during
the battle. He apparently was not
injured, and it is likely he dropped his
plans to visit New London and re-
turned to Nova Scotia.

Amos was a son of John* Rathbun
(Jonathan® John?"), and the ancestor
of one of our members, George Mau-
rice Rathbun of Cheverie, Nova
Scotia.

martial at his White Plains, N.Y.,
ad ers on Aug. 23, 1778.

Seven of the court's 10 meetings

were held “at the home of Captain
Rathbun in King Street.” This can
only refer to James* Rathbun
(James® Samuel® John'), a sea
captain of Greenwich, Conn., who
moved to that area of New York
Clair was found not guilty.
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Harry Rathbun

(continued from page 19)

business courses, for the next 30 years.
He was listed in “Who’s Who" as early as
1937, and in 1950 was named “Great
Teacher” by the university’'s student
body.

In the late 1930s came an event which
was to affect the course of his life. As he
prepared one day to deliver his tra-
ditional final lecture of the semester, he
read a letter in the school newspaper
from a student expressing fear of going
out into a world he did not understand.

Harry threw away his notes and went
to class with a new approach to his
year-end summation. He wanted to tell
his students something about the world
that they were entering, and offer them
some advice.

“My lecture that day was spon-
taneous,” he recalled. “It was an out-
pouring. | couldn’t help myself. | had to
tell those kids that the meaning of life
was up to them, that no teacher, and no
school, and nobody else, could hand it
to them like a diploma.”

He received a standing ovation after
his talk, and a new Stanford tradition
had been launched. For the next 25
years, he ended every course with a
similar lecture, and the university finally
had to move his lectures to an audi-
torium to accommodate the growing
number of students who heard of his
talks and wanted to hear them.

“If those kids were so hungry for that
much assurance, who was | to deny it to
them,” Harry says today.

Harry retired in 1959, at the age of 65,
but continued to teach part time for an-
other eight years. Then he started lec-
turing and conducting seminars as a
hobby for anyone interested in his ap-
proach to life and the world.

“l just couldn’t seem to quit,” he rec-
alls. “I seemed to have more to say than
ever before.”

From these continued lectures came
the idea for Creative Initiative, a non-
profit foundation dedicated to helping
individuals find “personal and global
fulfilment.” Some 50,000 persons have
since participated in the Foundation’'s
programs — mostly small seminars for
less than 20 people.

His “students” today are vastly differ-
ent from those in his university
classrooms.

“They’re not kids,” Harry says.

Harry Rathbun and his son, Richard

“They're people with kids, with families,
with good jobs and nice homes. They're
people who have 'made it' in the eyes of
the world, but who are still looking for
something more — something that has
greater meaning and greater promise.

“If | did nothing else with my life, it
would be to teach people how utterly
inter-related — and interdependent —
they are with all of life.”

With this philosophy, Harry has di-
rected his efforts, and that of Creative
Initiative, primarily to the prevention of
war — the problem he discussed in his
1911 valedictory speech. The develop-
ment of nuclear weapons, he feels, has
made such an effort even more urgent.

The Foundation gears most of its lec-
tures, panels, seminars, meetings,
pamphlets, tapes and other programs
toward the goal of a “World Beyond
War.”

“Our message,” says Harry, “is that
nuclear weapons have made war ob-
solete in competition between great
powers. It is time to use the same in-
tellect and resources that developed
nuclear weapons to find a way to eradi-
cate warfare among nations.”

The Creative Initiative Foundation,
and the Sequoia Seminar Foundation,
of which he is a co-founder and presi-
dent, are the culmination of Harry’s life-
long dream.

Religion plays a part in his phil-
osophy, but without a structured belief.

One of Creative Initiative’s basic pre-
mises is: “There is a positive power at
work on this planet that is byond the
human dimension. Call it God, Truth, or
that Which is Ultimately Real, or by
whatever name you find congenial,
there is a supreme intelligence, di-
rection and will beyond human
understanding.”

The philosophy of Creative Initiative
has attracted hundreds of men and
women to work actively with Harry and
his associates. The majority are mature,
successful persons — many of them
middle-aged — some of whom have left
or taken temporary leave from their ca-
reers to help spread the Foundation’s
message.

Some skeptics, in fact, have called
them “middle-aged moonies,” but skep-
tics do not bother Harry. He goes ser-
enely about his work, confident of his
basic premises, and hopeful about the
future.

His chief supporter is his wife, Emelia,
now 78, to whom he was married in
1931, and who has worked with him
over the years in Creative Initiative. She
is an educator, lecturer and seminar
leader.

(continued on page 26)
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Harry Rathbun

(continued from page 25)

Their son, Richard, earned a degree
18 years ago in architecture, then spent
seven years as a Peace Corps volun-
teer in both Africa and Asia. He was
married in Nepal in 1969 to Carolyn
Nissen, and they both returned to Cal-
ifornia to join Harry and Emelia in the
Foundation’s work.

Richard'’s sister, Juana, and her hus-
band, Donald Mueller, are also involved
in Creative Initiative activities, as are
their three children.

Harry is immensely pleased that his
children and grandchildren are working
with him for the goals he has sought all
his life.

Nearing his 90th birthday, Harry is far
from ready to sit back and relax. His
father lived to 92, and his mother to 90.
Two older twin brothers died at 89, giv-
ing the family a tradition of long life
which Harry expects to continue and
expand.

“l am not afraid to die,” he says. “l am
afraid that | might leave a lot of un-
finished business behind for other
people to take care of. I've got so much
to do, and | see no end in sight.”

This is the kind of late-life philosophy
you would expect from the 17-year-old
valedictorian who told his classmates 73
years ago:

“Let us fight for success and let us not
lay down our arms until we have at-
tained it.”

Harry J. Rathbun

Wait Rathbone

(continued from page 21)

partners in the drug and medicine busi-
ness. His stepdaughter, Catherine Pal-
mer, married Dr. Daniel Hewitt about
1792.

With deaths and marriages reducing
the family’s size, Mary and Wait sold the
home in Troy about 1794 and moved to
nearby Lansingburgh. They purchased
a large house on King Street in the cen-
tral part of the village and opened a
tavern and inn.

His partnership with Amos Rathbun
ended about that time, and Amos
moved westward to Cayuga County,
N.Y., where he bought a large tract of
land for wheat farming.

In Lansingburgh, Wait operated the
inn and tavern, and also did some
speculating in western lands — a com-
mon investment at the time. In 1800, he
advertised in local newspapers to sell
500 acres he had bought in Clinton
County.

In 1812 came the second war with
England, and new tragedy for Wait and
Mary. Samuel Brown Rathbun, the sec-
ond of their two sons, had entered West
Point Academy in 1803, and graduated
in 1808 with a lieutenant's commission
in the Army. He was in the forefront of
the American troops who stormed
Queenstown Heights in Canada on Oct.
13, 1812, and was among the first to be
wounded. He was taken to a military
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hospital at Fort Niagara, and died there
Dec. 8, 1812, aged 26.

That decade also brought the deaths
of Wait's remaining three Palmer step-
children, leaving him and Mary with only
three of their own six children, and three
of his first marriage.

Their eldest daughter, Susannah, had
come to live with them after the death of
her first husband. She was married in
February 1813 to Dr. Cornelius P. Heer-
mans, a widower, who had boarded at
Wait's tavern for several months.

Their children all dead or married,
Wait and Mary decided to give up the
tavern. Wait was nearly 70 and Mary 64.
The Lansingburgh Gazette of March 16,
1818, carried the following adver-
tisement:

“The house and premises at present
occupied by the subscriber as a tavern
are to be let for a term of from one to five
years, and possession given on the first
day of May next, or sooner if desired.
The buildings are in complete repair and
the stand is equal to any in the village.
For further particulars apply to WAIT
RATHBUN.”

About this time, Wait decided to
change the spelling of his name from
Rathbun to Rathbone, following the lead
of his older brother, John.

Wait and Mary moved to a smaller
house and reamined in Lansingburgh
for another 15 years, but about 1828
they moved to the home of their only
surviving son, William Palmer Rath-

bone, in Bergen County, N.J. Wait's son
by the first marriage, Wait, Jr., had
moved to Middlebury, Vt., where he op-
erated an iron forge.

Wait died at his son’s home on Nov.
11, 1832, aged 88. Mary died there two
years later.

The Patterson (N.J.) Intelligencer car-
ried the following obituary on Wait's
death:

“In a little while the last of the patriots
of the Revolution will be gathered to
their fathers as one after another is
called home, daily reducing the number
of the emanicipators of our country.
Died in Franklin Township, N.J., on the
4th instant at the residence of his son
William P. Rathbone, Esq., Wait Rath-
bone of Lansingburgh, in the 86th (actu-
ally 88th) year of his age. Capt. R. was
born in Stonington, Connecticut, was an
early patriot of the revolution, and ac-
tively engaged in the cause of his coun-
try in the great conflict. For the last fifty
years of his life he has been a devoted,
zealous soldier of Christ, embracing
every opportunity of doing good to his
fellow creatures. He died beloved and
esteemed by all who know him.”

(Our thanks to Research Director
Robert Rathbun, a descendant of Wait
by his first wife, Susannah, for much of
this material on his ancestor’s life. Rob
also provided the pictures of Wait and
Mary, copied from the originals, which
are in the possession of other de-
scendants.)



Genealogy: The Fifth

Generation in America

65. WILLIAM PALMER® RATHBONE
(Wait* Joshua® John?'), born Sept. 21,
1782, in Stonington, Conn., and moved
with his father to Troy, N.Y., about 1789.
He was an ensign in the local militia from
1805 to 1806, and was commissioned in
the War of 1812 as paymaster. He was
married Oct. 3, 1810, in New York City,
to Martha Ming Valleau, born Nov. 3,
1793, the daughter of William and
Eleanor (Henessey) Valleau. They lived
in New York City where he was a coun-
cilman in 1825 and engaged in the ship-
building business. He later moved to
Bergen County, N.J., where he was ap-
pointed common pleas judge in 1838. In
the early 1840s, he moved to Park-
ersburg, Va., (now West Virginia),
where he and his sons drilled the first oil
well south of the Mason Dixon Line. He
became wealthy, and in 1848 was taxed
on more than 21,000 acres of land. He
died in Parkersburg on Dec. 7, 1862. His
wife had died Nov. 26, 1846, in nearby
Burning Springs.

CHILDREN

RATISBON, born and died in Novem-
ber, 1811.

JULIETTE, born July 9, 1812; married
Peter Van Winkle (later a U.S. Senator)
on Sept. 21, 1831.

MARY BROWN, born June 24, 1814;
married John P. Atkinson on May 15,
1836.

TWINS (unnamed), born and died in
1816.

JOHN CASTELLA, born Oct. 10,
1818; married Elizabeth Vanderbeek.

JOHN VALLEAU, born Jan. 24, 1821;
married Ann Doremus.

SAMUEL BROWN, born Feb. 16,
1823; married (1) Amanda Burrows, (2)
Mahala Jane Grant, and (3) Caroline
Smith.

ELEANOR SOPHIA, born March 4,
1826; married (1) Daniel Frost on July
13, 1843, (2) Andrew L. Brown, and (3)
Rev. John W. Brigman.

WILLIAM VAN ALLEN, born May 9,
1837; married (1) Elizabeth Devers on
Dec. 30, 1858, (2) Amanda Thompson
on Jan. 1, 1866. No children by either
wife. He died Feb. 14, 1914, in Scioto
County, Ohio.

BENJAMIN, born about 1786; mar-
ried Mercy Carter.

JOSEPH, born May 9, 1789; married
Elizabeth Hager.

SAMUEL, born Jan. 25, 1793; mar-
ried Elizabeth E. Carroll.

66. SAMUEL BROWN® RATHBONE
(Wait* Joshua® John?'), born Nov. 19,
1786, in Stonington, Conn., and moved
with his parents to Troy, N.Y., about
1789. He entered the West Point Military
Academy in 1803, was commissioned in
1808 as a lieutenant in the U.S. Army,
and died Dec. 8, 1812, of wounds
received two months earlier at the Battle
of Queenstown. He never married.

67. SAMUEL® RATHBUN (Nathaniel*?
John?"), born about 1748 probably at
West Greenwich, R.l., and married
there about 1775 Hannah (pos-
sibly Hannah Rathbun, born about
1756, daughter of John* Rathbun
(John*2").1n 1781, they sold their farm in
West Greenwich and moved about that
time to Tyringham, Mass., then to
neighboring Great Barrington, and fin-
ally by 1810 to Stockbridge, Mass., all in
Berkshire County. He was listed in West
Greenwich in 1777 during the Revo-
lution as eligible for military duty, and is
probably the Samuel Rathbun who
seved that same year for several weeks
in a Massachusetts militia company. He
died Dec. 16, 1840, at Stockbridge,
aged 92. His wife had died some years
earlier, on Nov. 30, 1826.

CHILDREN

MARY, born about 1776; married
Elisha Darby.

?SARAH, born about 1778; married
Sanford Sylvey on Jan. 1, 1799.

RUTH, born about 1780; married
Jesse Stafford.

NATHANIEL, born about 1782; mar-
ried Lucy Hurlbut.

NANCY, born July 22, 1784; married
Samuel Gleazer on Jan. 1, 1804.

68. 2JOSHUA RATHBUN (Nathaniel*?
John#'), born about 1750 at West
Greenwich, R.l., and married about
1774 Alice James, born about 1754,
daughter of John and Susannah James.
They moved to Tyringham, Mass., in the
1780s, probably with his brother, Sam-
uel. He became involved in the famous
Shays Rebellion, begun by Daniel
Shays in August 1786 to protest farm
foreclosures and imprisonment of small
farmers for overdue debts. Joshua
Rathbun was one of several insurgents
killed by state troops putting down the
rebellion. A group of rebels attacked
Stockbridge in February, 1787, accord-
ing to local history, and “a man by the
name of Rathbun was wounded and
later died.” The widow married a Mr.
Clark a few years later, but apparently
dispersed some of her six Rathbun chil-
dren among relatives. This family was
not covered by Cooley, and little infor-
mation is available. His parentage as
given here is unproved, but seems most
probable.

CHILDREN

SUSANNAH, born about 1776; mar-
ried Clark Bailey Jr. on June 19, 1798.

ALICE, born about 1778; alive in
1805; no further information.

MARY, born about 1780; alive in
1794; no further information.

JOHN, born about 1782; married (?)
Louise

JOSHUA, born about 1784; alive in
1792; no further information.

ANNA, born Aug. 15, 1786; married
John® Rathbun (John®").

(continued on page 28)
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Genealogy

(continued from page 27)

69.AMOS®* RATHBUN (Thomas*?®
John?"), born Aug. 1, 1767, at Exeter,
R.l., and married about 1787 Mercy Mat-
tison, born Dec. 6, 1768, parentage un-
known. They moved shortly after their
marriage to Shaftsbury, Vermont, and
early in the 1800s to Cazenovia, Mad-
ison County, N.Y. His wife died there in
childbirth on Sept. 13, 1808, and he was
married again about 1809 to Anna Colt,
born in 1787, parentage unknown. He
died in Cazenovia in 1840. His widow
died August 6, 1854, at nearby Nelson.

CHILDREN
(By Mercy Mattison)

SON (name unknown), born July 7,
1788; died Sept. 29, 1788.

BETSEY, born Sept. 12, 1790; mar-
ried Page.

NEWMAN, born March 8, 1792; died
Sept. 15, 1794.

MARTHA, born June 12, 1795; mar-
ried Rotter.

NATHAN, born April 17, 1797; mar-
ried Polly Davis.

AMOS, born Aug. 2, 1800; married
Lydia Davis.

MERCY, born July 20, 1803; married
William Campbell Dec. 12, 1818.

LEWIS MATTISON, born June 24,
1806; married (1) Dorothy Treat; (2)
Laura , and (3) Lovica

HIRAM, born Sept. 13, 1808; married
(1) Minerva Hatch; (2) Wilma
(By Anna Colt)

ABIATHER, born Dec. 10, 1810;
maried Sarah Brown.

MARY, born about 1819; married Bur-
ton Brown.

IRA, (twin), born April 23, 1821; died
July 31, 1859, unmarried.

ERI, (twin), born April 23, 1821; mar-
ried Margaret

CLARK, born about 1823; married (1)
Maria Benedict; (2) Savilla Spencer.

ADELIA, born about 1826; married
Reckard.

70. THOMAS® RATHBUN (Simeon*
Thomas® John?'), born Oct. 19, 1771, at
Exeter, R.l., and married about 1796
Eunice Greene, born about 1776, par-
entage unknown. They apparently
moved to Waterford, Conn., where one
daughter’s birth is recorded, but re-
turned to the Exeter area. Family tra-
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dition says he fought at the Battle of
Plattsburg in the War of 1812. He died in
a house fire in the Exeter area April 11,
1839, in which he and seven other per-
sons perished. His wife's death date is
not known, but Cooley stated she was
buried in Riverside Cemetery, Cleve-
land, Ohio.

CHILDREN

ANNA A., born about 1798; no further
record.

ALMY GREENE, born Aug. 18,. 1800;
married William Davis.

71. RUSSELL® RATHBUN (Simeon*
Thomas® John?'), born June 20, 1782, at
Exeter, R.1., and married July 14, 1804,
Lucy Ann Nestley, born Oct. 7, 1787,
parentage unknown. They moved by
1820 to Norwich, N.Y., and by 1830 to
Franklinville, Cattauraugus County,
N.Y. He served in the War of 1812.
Cooley says he died Sept. 6, 1857, at
Ottawa, lIl., but he does not appear in
the 1850 census. His wife Lucy (listed as
Anna), was living in Pittsburgh, Pa., in
1850 with their son, Thomas. She may
also be the Lucy Rathbun, 67, who was
recorded later that year living with Jehu
Smith (her son-in-law?) at Butler, De-
Kalb County, Ind. She died June 18,
1854, at Pittsburgh.

CHILDREN

LUCY, born Dec. 13, 1804; married
Philip Dickens in 1820.
ANN, born Feb. 4, 1807; married (1)

Seymour Graham; (2) Taylor,
and (3) Cox.
SALLY, born May 14, 1809; married
Hollister.

ROWENA, born April 3, 1811; mar-
ried Comfort E. Sumner.

MARY, born March 18,. 1813; mar-
ried (Jehu?) Smith.

EUNICE, born Aug. 15, 1815; married
William DelLand.

THOMAS RUSSELL, born Oct. 24,
1817; married Elizabeth A. Howe.

JOHN A., born March 20, 1819; mar-
ried (1) Rebecca Scott; (2) Asenath
Leroy.

CHARITY, born March 3, 1823; died
March 5, 1823.

IRENE, born Feb. 24, 1824; married
(1) Jacob Drew; (2) John Palmer.

ERASTUS, born Feb. 28, 1828; mar-
ried Alice G. Ward.

LAURA, born July 10, 1830; died Aug.
7, 1864; no known marriage.

JOSEPH, born July 7, 1835; appar-
ently died young.

72. SIMEON® RATHBUN (Simeon*
Thomas® John?'), born Sept. 14, 1784,
at Exeter, R.l. Cooley says he married
Ruby Hopkins and had the four children
listed below, but there is no documented
evidence of this. He could be the Sim-
eon Rathbun listed in the 1820 census
at Davenport, Delaware County, N.Y.,
with a wife and five young children.
Cooley also says he was shot while
attending a shooting match in Richmond
(R.I.?) but gives no date. There is no
record of his wife’s death.

CHILDREN

?SIMEON
?NATHAN
?SUSAN
?ANN

73. NATHAN® RATHBUN (Simeon*
Thomas® John?'), born May 17, 1788, at
Exeter, R.l., and married about 1810
Urania Hopkins, born in 1788, a daugh-
ter of Stephen Hopkins. They were re-
corded in the 1820 census at Mansfield,
Conn., and in 1830 and 1840 at Smith-
field, R.l. By 1850 they were in Black-
stone, Mass. Cooley says he died in
1869. His wife died July 31, 1860, at
Providence, R.I.

CHILDREN

DELIGHT, born about 1811; married
Briggs.

NATHAN, born about 1813; married
Stacy Young.

URANIA, born about 1818; married
Arnold H. Young on Jan. 9, 1836.

JOHN L., born about 1820; married
(?) Julia Inman Dec. 25, 1854.

GEORGE NELSON, born about
1822; a sailor, he died about 1868.

NATHANIEL WHEATON, born April
24, 1825; married Ardelia Young.

SIMEON R., born about 1827; a sailor
in 1850; no further information.

74. NATHAN DODGE® RATHBUN (Na-
than* Thomas® John?'), born Feb. 12,
1807, at Exeter, R.l., and married April
6, 1828, at North Stonington, Conn.,



Bridget Hakes, born Oct. 6, 1806,
daughter of Jesse and Polly (Wheeler)
Hakes. He was a “house joiner” (car-
penter) at Norwich, Conn., where he
died Oct. 13, 1847. Bridget died there
Feb. 22, 1868.

CHILDREN

NATHAN W., born Aug. 27, 1829;
died Sept. 13, 1829.

HELEN C., born June 25, 1831; mar-
ried John Culver Jan. 21, 1851.

CHRISTOPHER HAKES, born May
7, 1836; living in New York City in 1900;
no known marriage.

ANNIE G., born July 7, 1838; married
Jacob C. Low.

EDWARD R., born May 20, 1846;
died July 25, 1847.

75. JOHN HOPKINS® RATHBUN (Na-
than* Thomas® John?'), born Oct. 4,
1814, at Exeter, R.l., and married Aug.
20, 1836, at Lisbon, Conn., Sarah Burn-
ham, born Feb. 9, 1815, daughter of
Ichabod and Lydia (Gates) Burnham.
They lived in Canterbury, Conn., where
she died Jan. 1, 1840. He was married
again on Feb. 10, 1841, at Voluntown,
Conn., to Fanny (Parish) Sears, born in
1814, daughter of Russell and Eunice
(Pierce) Parish. He died Jan. 17, 1847,
at Griswold, Conn. Fanny died Dec. 23,
1880, at Norwich, Conn.

CHILDREN
(Both by Sarah Burnham)

ELIZA JANE, born Dec. 26, 1836;
married Joseph Edminston on March 4,
1860.

LEWIS S., born Feb. 9, 1839; married
(1) Eunice B. Earle; (2) Adelaide
Baldwin.

76. BERIAH SAFFORD®* RATHBUN
(Nathan* Thomas® John?"), born Nov. 8,
1819, at Exeter, R.l. He married Nov.
30, 1843, Phoebe Colburn, born Nov. 4,
1821, daughter of Daniel and Nancy
(Bishop) Colburn. She died Sept. 14,
1845, and he married on March 15,
1846, her sister, Martha Colburn, born
March 18, 1827. She died in childbirth
May 30, 1856, and he married on April
27, 1857, Eliza Thompson, born Nov. 3,

Beriah Safford Rathbun

1832, daughter of John and Amy (Ken-
yon) Thompson. Beriah was a carpenter
and stair-builder at Norwich, Conn. He
died Feb. 19, 1913, at Norwich. His third
wife died March 8, 1911. (See story on
Beriah in our April 1982 issue.)

CHILDREN

(By Phoebe Colburn)

PHOEBE ADELAIDE, born Sept. 8,
1845; died April 7, 1861.

(By Martha Colburn)

SARAH LOUISA, born Jan. 13, 1850;
died April 27, 1851.

MARTHA ELLEN, born May 30, 1856;
died July 28, 1856.

77. ELIAS RANSOM® RATHBUN (Na-
than* Thomas® John?'), born July 8,
1823, at Exeter, R.l. He married Dec.
12, 1847, Phoebe Rebecca Healy, born
May 13, 1826, daughter of Paul and
Phoebe (Church) Healy. They lived for
some years at Exeter, then moved to
Hopkinton, R.l., where he died July 20,
1860. Phoebe died Aug. 22, 1915, at
Worcester, Mass.

CHILDREN

CHARLES R., born Sept. 16, 1849;
married Lucy A. Wilson.

IRVILLA REBECCA, born Oct. 6,
1851; died July 19, 1861.

NATHAN BERIAH, born May 25,
1853; went to sea and died June 30,

1873, of yellow fever after a shipwreck
off South America.

SARAH JANE, born July 20, 1856;
died Dec. 26, 1861.

JOHN HIRAM, born Jan. 14, 1858;
married Nellie Norwood.

JAMES EMERSON WEBSTER, born
March 6, 1860; died Oct. 3, 1863.

78. JOHN PECK®* RATHBUN (Nathan-
iel* Thomas®*? John '), born March 23,
1746, in Exeter, R.l. He married May 4,
1775, in Boston, Mass., Mary (Polly)
Leigh, born about 1758, daughter of
Benjamin and Maersje (Bant) Leigh. He
died June 20, 1782, in Mill Prison, Eng-
land. She died April 18, 1782, at South
Kingston, R.l., during or shortly after
childbirth. Their only child died at birth.
(See story of his distinguished Naval
career in our isues of Oct. 1982, and
Jan., April, and July 1983.)

79. GAMALIEL® RATHBUN
(Thomas**? John'), born about 1757 at
Exeter, R.l., and married about 1780
Experience Rathbun, born about 1760,
the daughter of John* Rathbun (John®
Thomas? John'). He was given 30 acres
of land in Exeter by his parents in 1776,
and hired John Bates, a neighbor, to
serve as a substitute for him during the
Revolutionary War. He moved to Han-
cock, Mass., in the 1780s, then about
1795 to Broadalbin, N.Y., and by 1802 to
Laurens, Otsego County, N.Y., where
he died sometime after 1830. His wife
apparently died about the same time.
This family was not covered by Cooley,
and little information is available.

CHILDREN

ALICE, born after 1796; mentioned as
under 14 in the 1810 will of her grand-
father, John Rathbun.

OTHERS, (names unknown); prob-
ably two sons and two other daughters,
according to early census records.

80. WALTER CLARK® RATHBUN
(Thomas**2 John'), born about 1770 at
Exeter, R.l., and moved as a young man
to Hancock, Mass. He married about
1792 Anna , born about 1774,
parentage unknown. They moved to
Broadalbin, New York, probably with his

(continued on page 30)
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(continued from page 29)

brother, Gamaliel, about 1795, and later
lived for a time in Laurens, Otsego
County, N.Y., where he attended the
first town meeting in 1811. By 1820 they
were at Marcellus, Onondago County,
N.Y., and by 1830 at Pike, Allegheny
County. In 1839, he testified that he had
been a witness at the 1784 wedding of
Lydia® Rathbun (John** Thomas? John')
to Benjamin Bentley at Hancock, Mass.
He died sometime after 1843 at Pike.
Anna died sometime after 1840. Like his
brother, Walter was not mentioned in
Cooley, and information on the family
has been compiled from census re-
cords, deeds and other sources.

CHILDREN

THOMAS ., born April 17, 1793; mar-
ried (1) Laurena Bates; (2) Sally
Belknap.

NATHANIEL, born about 1798; mar-
ried Lydia (Sears?).

GAMALIEL, born Aug. 6, 1800; mar-
ried Lucretia Richardson.

WALTER, born about 1805; married
Eliza (Bachus?).

HENRY, born about 1810; married
Susan Reynolds.

AMOS, born Aug. 14, 1812; died
April 4, 1845, in Winnebago County, IIl.
No known marriage or children.

SEVERAL DAUGHTERS, names un-
known.

81. JOHN°® RATHBUN (John* Samuel®
Thomas? John'), born about 1761 at
North Kingstown, R.l., and married
there about 1790 Mercy Dawley, born in
1770, the daughter of Nathan and Alice
(Whitford) Dawley. She died about 1811
and he married shortly later Lydia
, born in 1762, maiden name and
parentage unknown. John died at North
Kingstown on Dec. 29, 1813, and Lydia
died there on Oct. 15, 1822.

CHILDREN

(All by Mercy Dawley)

?ANNE, baptized Sept. 20, 1794; no
further information.

NATHAN DAWLEY, born April 2,
1797; married (1) Martha Adams, (2)
Martha (Congdon) Hazard.

ROBERT, born Dec. 9, 1799; married
Abigail Brown.
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ALICE, born about 1801; died March
20, 1815.

ELIZABETH A., born March 4, 1805;
married Zebulon N. Gardner.

82. THOMAS® RATHBUN (John* Sam-
uel’ Thomas? John'), born about 1763 at
North Kingstown, R.l., and married
there about 1787 Eliza Ann Cooper,
born Feb. 14, 1767, the daughter of
Gilbert and Elizabeth (Davis) Cooper.
They moved shortly after 1800 to Nor-
way, Herkimer County, N.Y., where they
were among the early settlers. They had
a 176-acre farm which they sold in 1830
and moved to nearby Bull Hill, where he
died June 19, 1835, and Eliza died Oct.
23, 1835.

CHILDREN

GILBERT COOPER, born Oct. 4,
1788; became a sailor and was lost at
sea as a young man.

SAMUEL, born Jan. 11, 1790; re-

mained in North Kingstown when his
parents moved to New York, and was
drowned Sept. 17, 1811, at Wickford.

BETSEY COOPER, born March 9,
1792; married Nathaniel Tompkins.

HANNAH, born June 20, 1794; died in
1813 of “epidemic fever.”

JOHN, born July 6, 1796; married
Sarah Austin.

THOMAS, born Aug. 23, 1798; mar-
ried Lucinda Austin.

UPDIKE COOPER, born Oct. 30,
1800; married Salinda Haskin.

EDMUND COOPER, born Nov. 23,
1802; married Rachel Cummings.

ANNA, born June 16, 1805; died in
infancy.

ABIGAIL, born about 1807; died in
1823.

SARAH, born June 6, 1809; appar-
ently died young.

JAMES ELDRED, born June 19,
1811; married Ruth Cummings.

ANNA, born in 1813; died in infancy.

(To be continued)

Queries

WANTED — Pegge Hlavacek (Queries,
Vol. 1, No. 1) is still seeking information
for her biography of Major Henry Reed
Rathbone, who was with Abraham Lin-
colnwhen he was assassinated in 1865.
Ira Harris Sr., a nephew of Rathbone'’s
wife, Clara, died at Bogota, N.J., on
June 23, 1925. He may have descend-
ants living in the Hackensack-Bogota
area. Rathbone’s son, Gerald (1871-
1936), was in the insurance business in
San Francisco, where his widow, Ger-
trude, died July 7, 1976, leaving no chil-
dren. If either Harris or Mrs. Rathbone
left any family papers, they could shed
light on Major Henry Reed Rathbone.
Any assistance in locating such papers
would be appreciated.

WANTED — Information on Ida Rath-
burn who died sometime in the"early or
middle 1850s and is buried at Conn-
eaut, Ohio. She may have been the wife
of Benjamin Taft and was possibly born
as early as 1775. She is buried in the
Taft cemetery lot, but the tombstone is
no longer legible.

WANTED — Information on Myrtle
Rathbun, born April 25, 1884 (possibly
1885 or 1886), in Brainard, Minn. She
was adopted as a baby by Albert and
Jennie Mclintire, who were married
about 1882 in Bradford, Pa., moved to
Minn. and then to Cheney, Wash., in
1890. Myrtle married a Barry and had a
daughter, Adeline.

Answers

Vol. 2, No. 3 — George S. Rathbun,
born in March 1847, was the son of
Sylvester® Rathbun (Philander® Daniel*
Joshua® John?").

Vol. 2, No. 4 — Daniel Rathbun, born
about 1822, was probably Horace Dan-
iel Rathbun, the son of Daniel® Rathbun
(Samuel** Thomas® Samuel?® John').



Obituaries

DIED — Feb. 11, 1984, at East Green-
wich, R.l., Edith (Golding) Rathbun,
aged 85. She was the widow of George
Alonzo® Rathbun (George® Seneca’
John? Joseph® Joshua* John*?*'). Sur-
vivors include two sons, Earl and Ste-
phen Rathbun of East Greenwich; six
grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren,
and two sisters, one of whom is Grace
Rathbun, widow of George’s brother,
Willis Rathbun.

DIED — June 16, 1983, at Houston,
Texas, Charles Raymond Rathbun,
aged 63. He was chairman and chief
executive officer of Ranger Insurance
Companies. He was the son of Walter
Raymond® Rathbun (Leonard” Calvin®
Samuel® Elijah* Samuel*? John'). Sur-
vivors include his wife Phyllis (Peterson)
Rathbun; three sons, Charles, Robert
and William and seven grandchildren.

DIED — Nov. 4, 1983, at Rochester, NY,
Vernon B. Smith, 68. Among his sur-
vivors are his widow, Frances (Brusso)
Smith, one of our members. She is the
daughter of Minerva® Rathbun (George’
Artemis® Hubbard® Job* Benjamin® Jo-
seph? John') and John Brusso. Mr. Brus-
so died just one month before Mr. Smith.
Also surviving are six children and 12
grandchildren.

DIED—Feb. 14, 1984, at Stephentown,
N.Y., Amos Forrest Rathbun, 78, an
Army veteran of World War | and a re-
tired employee of the New York De-
partment of Transportation. He was a
son of Perry® Rathbun (Norman’® John®
Roger* Samuel® Thomas? John') and
Clovis Carr. Survivors include three
brothers, Ashley, Wesley and Norman,
and two sisters, Hazel Barrett and
Frances Staples.

DIED — Dec. 13, 1983, at Providence,
R.l., Frank A. Rathbun, aged 95. His
wife of 73 years, Ethel E. (Fowler) Rath-
bun, 96, died just two days later. Frank
was the son of Charles® Rathbun (Sen-
eca’ John® Joseph® Joshua* John?')
and Ella Sweet. They are survived by a
son, Frank A. Rathbun, Jr., of Toms
River, N.J., and a grandson. Also sur-
viving is Frank’s brother, Ernest Rath-
bun, aged 101, of Cranston, R.I.

DIED—Oct. 5, 1983, at San Francisco,
Cal., Mrs. Iris (Smitheram) Rathbun,
aged 76, the wife of Jesse Earl Rathbun,
one of our new members. Other sur-
vivors include two sons, Dr. J. Earl Rath-
bun and Dr. J. Edwin Rathbun. Jesse is
the son of Edwin Washington® Rathbun
(Jacob’” Edwin® George® Job* Benjamin®
Joseph? John') and Elizabeth Ann Roth.

DIED — Oct. 27, 1983, at Clinton, lowa,
Robert A. Gibson, aged 73. He was the
husband of our member, Marjorie (Wen-
dell) Gibson, a great-granddaughter of
Mary Ann ¢ Rathbun (Erastus® Thomas**
Samuel? John') and Johan Conrad Wen-
del. Survivors include Mrs. Gibson, two
daughters, three grandchildren, a sister
and a brother.

DIED — Oct. 17, 1983, at Albuquerque,
N.M., James A. Ruppen, 31, after a long
bout with cancer. He was the son of
James and Olive (Rood) Ruppen, and
grandson of Florence May® Rathbun
(William® Jason’ Joshua® Elias® Joshua*
John*#') and Horace Rood.

DIED — March 5, 1983, at Yuma, Ariz.,
Wesley Edward Haymaker, husband of
Ann G. (Berry) Haymaker, one of our
members. Mrs. Haymaker is a daughter
of Vada® Rathbone (Coker® Edmund’
Gideon® Edmund®* John*?*') and Walter
Berry. Survivors include Mrs. Hay-
maker's daughters, Eula Jean Goden
and Shirley Lee Stokrp.

DIED—July 10, 1983, at Stamford, N.Y.,
Oliver Rathbone, aged 63. He was the
son of John? Rathbone (Lambert? Oliver’
Gideon® Tibbetts® John** Thomas?®
John') and May Gregory. Survivors in-
clude his wife, Frances (Smith) Rath-
bun; two sons, Donald and Jack; a
daughter, Mrs. Harry (Judy) Wyckoff,
and five grandchildren.

DIED—March 12, 1984, Anna Theresa
(Johnson) Rathbun, 85, of Groton,
Conn. She was the widow of Capt. Ben-
jamin Franklin® Rathbun (Benjamin® Wil-
liam’ Benjamin® Samuel® Elijah* Sam-
uel?John'). Survivers include two sons,
Capt. Benjamin F. Rathbun Jr., one of
our members, and John A. Rathbun;
eight grandchildren, and a sister.

Old Rathbun
Gravestones
Are Repaired

A fine example for us all has been set
by Capt. Benjamin Franklin Rathbun of
Noank, Conn., and his wife, Rosalie.

Last summer, they spent many hours
of their spare time in the old Noank
Cemetery, locating, cleaning, repairing
and photographing all the Rathbun
gravestones, which total nearly 30.

Captain Ben is the son of Benjamin
Franklin® Rathbun (Benjamin® William’
Benjamin® Samuel® Elijah®* Samuel*?
John') and Anna (Johnson) Rathbun.

Included among the cemetery’s old
stones were those of several of Captain
Ben’s ancestors.

The oldest were those of his fourth
great-grandparents, Elijah Rathbun
(1740-1825), whose stone is now il-
legible, and Elijah’s wife, Desire (spelled
Dezier on the stone), who died in 1815.

Another marks the grave of his great-
great-grandfather, Capt. Benjamin
Rathbun (1801-1832), who died at sea

" on a return trip from Jamaica.

This is the oldest gravestone found by
Capt. Ben and Rosalie Rathbun in their
cemetery project. It marks the grave of
his ancestor, Desire Rathbun, widow of
Capt. Elijah Rathbun, and earlier the
widow of Elijah Walsworth. She died
Oct. 7, 1815, aged 60.
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People

MARK VERNON COX was married
Feb. 10, 1984, at Harrisburg, Ore., to
Sheri Lynn Doolittle. Mark is the son of
Arline and Merle Cox, members of our
Association. Merle is a grandson of Jes-
sie Aurelia® Rathbun (Thomas® Alonzo’
Thomas® Russell® Simeon* Thomas?®
John?') and Clarence Ivon Cox.

JOHN RATHBUN GREGORY is the
youngest and one of the newest mem-
bers of our Association. He was born
Dec. 16, 1983, the son of Phillip Gregory
and Susan'® Rathbun (Alvin® Frank®
Thomas’ Norris® Thomas®* Jonathan®
William? John'). His membership was a
gift from his aunt, Jean Stanton (Rath-
bun) Conningham, one of our members.

DOREEN MARIE RATHBUN was mar-
ried Jan. 26, 1984, at Englewood, N.J.,
to Scott Avery Harris, son of Robert and
Cathy (Boyle) Harris. Doreen is the
daughter of George Daniel Rathbun
(Oscar® George® Corbet” Gideon® Tib-
betts® John*?® Thomas? John') and
Louise DeGraw.

ALICE AND LLOYD PHILLIPS report a
birth and a marriage in their family dur-
ing the past year. Their grandson, Den-
nis Lane, and his wife, DelLois, became
the parents of Holly Nichole Lane, born
Dec. 2, 1982. Their granddaughter,
Teresa Kay Lane, was married Oct. 8,
1983, to Michael Alan Millsap. Dennis
and Teresa are the children of Darrell
and Marceil (Phillips) Lane. Alice Phil-
lips is the daughter of Jessie Aurelia®
Rathbun (Thomas® Alonzo’” Thomas®
Russell®* Simeon* Thomas® John?') and
Clarence Ivon Cox.

HENRY HOWE RATHBUN lll was mar-
ried Oct. 29, 1983, at Warner-Robins,
Ga., to Donna Annette Crumpton,
daughter of Myron J. and Clara A. (Wat-
son) Crumpton. His brother, Charles M.
Rathbun, was best man. Charles’ son,
Charles H. Rathbun, was one of the
ushers, and Charles’ daughter, Robin F.
Rathbun, was a bridesmaid. Henry is
the son of Henry Rathbun (Henry®
Charles® William’ Alfred® Wait™* Joshua®
John?') and the late Helen (Boehm)
Rathbun.
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Births

BORN—Sept. 14, 1983, Jessica Lynn
Sheehan, daughter of Michael and
Carol (Rathbun) Sheehan of Pittsfield,
Mass. She is a granddaughter of Earle
S." Rathbun Jr. (Earle® Norman® Orlo’
Norman® John® Roger* Samuel®
Thomas? John') and Joan (Fox)
Rathbun.

BORN — Oct. 5, 1983, Jessica Frances
Rathbun, to Bruce Alan and Karen
(Coughran) Rathbun. Bruce is the son of
our members, Ralph and Frances
(Druery) Rathbun, and a grandson of
John Wilbur® Rathbun (Cyrus’ Daniel®
William® Daniel* Joshua® John?') and
Georgianna (Anna) Bailey.

Thanks, Cousins

WE THANK the following members who
have sent in family records and other
data in recent months — Joan Byers,
la Rathbun, Bettye Rathbone, Victor
Mastin, Benjamin and Rosalie Rathbun,
Frank E. Rathbun, Dion Gardner, Mary
Pearl Whitman, Loraine Walters, Carole
Atkinson, Edison J. Rathbone, Delores
Neenan, Ann Haymaker, Keith M. Rath-
bone, Arline Cox, K. Haybron Adams,
Fred C. Rathbun, Ralph W. Rathbun,
Charles Murray, Dr. Margaret Rathbun,
Clair Cornell, Mrs. Charles Rathbun,
John Bowen, Viola McLeod, Helen M.
Rathbun and Douglas C. Miller.



