












People 
KATHREN PRENTISS, of Colorado 
Springs, Colo., was graduated in June 
from the Word of Life Bible Training 
Center after a three-year course and 
has been licensed as Rev. Kathren 
Prentiss. Her mother, Westa Joy (Rath
bone) Hunt, has also been graduated 
and licensed. Mrs. Hunt is the daughter 
of West Rufus 9 Rathbone (Rufus8 

George7 Rufus· Daniels Valentine' 
JoshuaJ John2.' ). 

CHARLES RATHBONE, 49, of Mor
ristown, Tenn., was shot to death early 
this summer in a fight with his brother, 
Clyde, 57, over "who had done the most 
for their father," according to newspaper 
accounts. Clyde and wife Virginia, 52, 
were both injured in the shoot-out, which 
took place at the home of the father, 
Homer Rathbone, near Hot Springs, 
N.C. 

GEORGE AND LINDA RATHBUN of 
Evergreen, Colo., made a backpacking 
trip through the Colorado mountains in 
early August, and visited the old mining 
village of Rathbun, now a ghost town. 
They reported: "It is located in a stupen
dously beautiful setting just below the 
continental divide at Gray's Peak. A few 
houses are still standing and the old 
gold mine is mostly intact. The moun
tainside above the town is still denuded 
of trees where the avalanche swept 
down to wipe out the town." 

ROBERT RATHBUN, of Bowling 
Green, Ky., our research director, has 
traveled far and wide this year in his 
search of Rathbun records. He has 
visited Minneapolis, Minn.; Oklahoma 
City, Okl ; Atlanta, Ga., and Canada. 

PEARL (RATHBUN) MEISNER and 
her husband, Lester Meisner, cele
brated their 60th wedding anniversary 
last month at their home in Redmond, 
Washington. They were married Sept. 
2, 1924. Mrs. Meisner, 78, is the daugh
ter of Charles William8 Rathbun (Byron7 
James· Thomass John' SamueP Tho
mas2 John') and Grace E. (Lyons) Rath
bun. One of their children is our mem
ber, Barbara J. Bulmer. 

ALICE AND LLOYD PHILLIPS report 
the births of two more great-grand
children - Travis David Millsap, born 
Feb. 25, 1984, son of Michael and Ter
esa (Lane) Millsap, and Garret Cole Mill
sap, born July 3, 1984, son of Gary and 
Darceil (Lane) Millsap. Teresa and Dar
ceil are daughters of Darrell and Marceil 
(Phillips) Lane. Alice Phillips is the 
daughter of Jessie Aurelia9 Rathbun 
(Thomas8 Alonz07 Thomas· RussellS 
Simeon' ThomasJ John2.') and Clarence 
Ivon Cox. 

MICHAEL RATHBUN of Springfield, 
Mo. , one of our newest members, re
ports the marriages this year of three of 
his cousins, all granddaughters of David 
Brinnon8 Rathbun (John'"" Alfreds Job' 
Benjamin J Joseph2 John ' ), of Fort 
Smith, Ark. Sherril Lee Rathbun, daugh
ter of Jack Rathbun, married Adam John 
Blalock on Aug. 8. Laura Elizabeth 
Rathbun, daughter of David, married 
Timothy Scott Thompson on June 16. 
Rina Shannon, daughter of Loren, was 
to marry John Love on Oct. 6. 

ELLEN G. BROWN is seeking contact 
with other descendants of Joshua' 
Rathbun (JoshuaJ John2.') and espe
cially his son, Joshua Jr. She is pre
paring a book on this branch of the fam
ily. Write her at 463 Country Club Drive, 
Atlantis, Fla. 33462. 

JAMES ROBERT STITES, one of our 
members, has been listed in the latest 
edition of "Who's Who in the Midwest." 
The listing is in recognition of his 
28-year career in engineering, and other 
achievements including his Federal and 
military service during World War II. Jim 
and his wife, Maxine, and son, James 
Jr. , live in Lee's Summit, Mo. Another 
son, Marc, lives in Dallas, Texas. Jim is 
the son of Carolyn9 (Rathbone) Stites 
Green (Howard8 Elijah7 Amasa· Mosess 

Joshua' JonathanJ John2.'). He is super
visory engineer for a branch of the 
National Weather Service. 

CORRECTION-Merle Cox is the son, 
not grandson, (People, April 1984) of 
Jessie Aurelia (Rathbun) Cox. 

K. HAYBRON ADAMS has been ap
pointed development librarian for the 
genealogical collection at the Brigham 
Young University Library in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. Haybron is the grandson of 
Martha Ann8 Rathburn (John7 Ruel· Da
vidS Edmund' JohnJ

·
2.' ) and William 

Payne Haybron. 

H. DICKINSON RATHBUN has been 
named chairman of the board of direc
tors of the Christian Science Church in 
America. Now a resident of Boston, he 
formerly lived in the Washington, D.C. 
area where he managed the office of the 
Christian Science Committee on Publi
cations. He was named to the board of 
directors in 1982, and moved to the 
Boston area with his wife, Margaret. 
Dick is the son of Newell Chandler7 

Rathbun (Henry· JohnS Gideon ' 
John3-2.' ). 

JOY ROBINSON, one of our English 
cousins, is recovering nicely from a mild 
stroke suffered in June. She writes that 
"England is not a happy place at present 
and we may well be in for a grim winter, 
with serious industrial unrest and pos
sibly power cuts and other shortages." 

Births 
BORN-May 23, 1984, at Washington, 
D.C., Emma Euretta Hamilton, daughter 
of Andrew Hamilton and Eliza (Rath
bone) Hamilton. Mrs. Hamilton is the 
daughter of our member, Perry T.9 Rath
bone (Howard8 Peter7 El ijah· Mosess 

Joshua' Jonathan3 John2.' ) and Euretta 
C. (deCosson) Rathbone. Eliza is as
sistant curator of Contemporary Art at 
the National Gallery. She and her hus
band have one other child , Claudia, 
aged four. 

BORN-May 22, 1984, Nathan Daniel 
Rathbun , son of John D. and Connie 
(Grimes) Rathbun, and the third grand
child of our members, Rev. William E. 
and Dorothy (Newcomer) Rathbun of 
Des Moines, Iowa. Rev. Rathbun is the 
son of Elmer Albert9 Rathbun (Marshall8 

George7 Edmund· Gideons Edmund' 
John3-2.' ) and Mabel Ruth Buchner. 
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Obituaries 
DIED-March 24, 1984, Clara Margaret 
(Morley) Rathbun, 74, at Stonington, 
Conn. She was the wife of our member, 
Herbert Warren9 Rathbun Jr. (Herbef18 
Warren 7 Calvin s Samuel s Elijah ' 
Samuep·2 John'). Other survivors in
clude three sons, David M., one of our 
members; Lawrence, and Herbert War
ren III , and four grandchildren. Mrs. 
Rathbun attended our reunion last year 
at Block Island. 

DIED-June 17, 1984, at Tallahassee, 
Fla., Robert Dewey Rathbun, aged 51. 
He was the son of Conrads Rathbun 
(HalieF Thomas6-5 John' Samuel3 Tho
mas2 John') and Fannie (McDearmid) 
Rathbun. He is survived by his wife, 
Gloria (Rogers) Rathbun; one son and a 
daughter; one brother, Rev. William 
Thomas Rathbun, who conducted the 
funeral services, and seven sisters -
Mable Brown , Maggie Tomlin, Ella 
Stone, Anna Melton , Fannie Smith, 
Jacqueline Hammock and Loretta Avis. 

DIED-June 4, 1984, at Eau Claire, 
Wisc., Helen J. (Rathbun) Swanson, 
aged 74. She was the daughter of Roy 
E. and Nettie (Anderson) Rathbun, of 
Douglas County, Wisconsin. Survivors 
include a brother, Joseph Rathbun, of 
Chetek, Wisc.; her husband, Adolph 
Swanson; two sons, Allen and Dean, 
and two grandchildren. ' Does anyone 
know the ancestry of this family? 

DIED-June 30, 1984, at Tonganoxie, 
Kansas, Lucile Elizabeth (Rathbone) 
Lenahan, 99, daughter of John Cass7 

Rathbone (John6 Williams Wait' Joshua3 

John2.') and Mary Chancellor. She is 
survived by four sons and a daughter, 
Mrs. Rhoda Vogel , one of our members. 
Mrs. Lenahan's husband, Frank W. , is 
deceased. 

DIED-Sept. 16, 1984, at Charlestown, 
R.I. , Helen C. (Rounds) Rathbun, 90, 
the wife of Harold L. Rathbun. He is the 
son of Williams Rathbun (Henry7 MartinS 
Joshua5-4 Jonathan3 John2.'). She is also 
survived by a daughter, Marilyn Greene; 
three grandchildren, and four great
grandchildren. 
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Mary Callison 
San DIego, Calif. 

Myrtle E. Davenport 
Spring Valley, Minn. 

Mason and Eva DaVIa 
Mesa, ArIz. 

Marie Hiatt 
St. Paul, Minn. 

Michael W. Hochgraf 
Lansdale, Pa. 

NelDe (Rathbun) HooghIdrk 
Killingworth, Conn. 

Susan MonIson 
Tucker, Ga. 

Eileen Owens 
Monmouth, III. 

DIED-Aug. 29, 1984, at Morristown, 
Ohio, Dulcie Riebel , 79, daughter of Ur
sula (Rathbun) Martin and grand
daughter of Amos8 Rathbun (Seren07 

ElijahS Williams Daniel' William3-2 John'). 
Survivors include her husband, Robert 
Riebel; one son, Joseph Young, and two 
daughters, Jean Ann (Mrs. Charles 
Bradbury) and Mary Jane (Mrs. Bill 
Kitchen). Mrs. Riebel was formerly mar
ried to Albert Young who is deceased. 

DIED-March 12, 1984, Anna Thersea 
(Johnson) Rathbun , 85, of Groton, 
Conn. She was the widow of Capt. Ben
jamin Franklin9 Rathbun (Benjamin8 WiI
liam7 Benjamin6 Samuels Elijah' Sam
uel3-2 John'). Survivers include two sons, 
Capt. Benjamin F. Rathbun Jr., one of 
our members, and John A. Rathbun ; 
eight grandchildren, and a sister. 

DONALD RATHBUN, who was one of 
84 men killed when an oil rig sank off the 
coast of Nova Scotia in February 1982 
(see our issue of Oct. 1982), has been 
identified as a son of Ear1'° Rathbun 
(George 9•S Seneca7 JohnS Josephs 
Joshua' John3

.
2.') of East Greenwich, 

R.1. Donald was 30 at the time of his 
death, and left a wife, Nancy, as well as 
his parents, a brother and sister. 

WE THANK the following members who 
have sent in family records and other 
data in recent months: James and Bea
trice Rathburn, Margery Foss, Bettye 
Rathbone, Donald L. Rathbun, Betty 
Bonawitz, Jim Chivers, Ivalee Horne, 
Roger H. Rathburn , Lorena Yount 
Smith, Frank E. Rathbun , Jack and 
Phyllis Rathbun, Wayne and Mildred 
Rathbun , Neil Rathbun , Susie Carter 
Baston, Roberta Buckley, Richmond J. 
Rathbone, Victor and Ruth Streeter, 
Perry Rathbone, Glenn E. Rathburn, 
Mildred Rathburn, Fred C. Rathbun , 
John Bowen, Grove A. Rathbun and 
Charles Murray. 

Also, K. Haybron Adams, Helen M. 
Rathbun, Roy D. and Anna May Rath
bun, Jean Grace, Rev. Ray Martin, Ellen 
G. Brown, Glenn E. Rathbun, Rosma 
Limbeck, Jesse Rathbun, Frances Col
lord, Rachel Laurgaard, Jeanne Chub
buck, George and Linda Rathbun, Bar
bara Bulmer, Rhoda Durkin, Kris Ring, 
Mike Rathbun and Beverly Gillette. 

This ends our fourth year. Many 
thanks to all who made our His
torian possible. 


