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David Wilmot and Vice-President 
George M. Dallas of Penn. 

A number of Rathbuns were named 
for two prominent ministers of the early 
1800s - Lorenzo Dow and Adoniram 
Judson. Many parents named their chil­
dren for family physicians or ministers. 
Your ed itor's middle name, Hugo, 
comes from a Dr. Hugo Burghardt who 
was the family's doctor nearly two cen­
turies ago in Pittsfield, Mass. 

The practice of giving three names, 
common in England for many years, has 
never been popular in this country, but 
our family has had a few examples. One 
of the- strangest was Strange Harmon 
Griffin Rathbun. We have also had Job 
Oliver Cromwell Rathbun, Ira Peer Web­
ster Rathbone, John Quincy Adams 
Rathbun, Daniel Milton Graham Rath­
bun and Richard Fanning Loper Rath­
bone. 

When our ancestors ran out of ideas 
for first names, they turned to strange 
and sometimes unknown sources. How 
would you like to have one of these 
names which were inflicted on some of 
our early male cousins: 

Amander, Arunah , Aschael , Cor­
vando, Castine, Corydon , Demorn­
ington, Demarcus, Eri, Epaphroditus, 
Faxton, Flavius, Finlaw, Ferral, Jethro, 
Jeptha, Hercules, Emerald, Justus, 
LeGrand, Liberty, Melancthon, Menzo, 
Moshein, Nyrum, Orsemus, Onatus, 
Paris, Salah, Sebra, Segester, Sereno, 
Taskitt, Titus, Tibbetts, Vilas or Watts. 

Baby girls also had their share of odd 
names - Andalusa, Brittania, Bulina, 
Calista, Cinderella, Dorliska, Hila, Isa­
phene, Mahala, Ophelia, Salome, Sa­
villa, Serephina, Tamasin , Tryphena, 
Valeska and Zilpha. 

Parents giving two children the same 
name has been rare in this country, but 
our family has had some. William Pal­
mer Rathbone (1782-1862) named 
sons John Castella and John Valleau. 
They were called Cass and Val to avoid 
confusion. 

Henry A. Rathbone (1803-1867) mar­
ried a French girl in New Orleans, La., 
and named each of his six daughters 
Marie, in the French fashion, giving 
them different middle names . His 
daughters were Marie Celeste Emma, 
Marie Pauline, Marie Elizabeth Stella, 
Marie Laurie, Marie Louise Alice and 
Marie Rita. 

Most of our family, however, has gone 
along like other Americans, giving their 
children names "in tune" with the times. 
Some have passed along traditional 
family names, some Biblical names and 
some the names of past or contem­
porary heroes. 

During the "Golden Years" of Holly­
wood, many of our family joined other 
Americans in naming their children, es­
pecially girls, for movie stars - Shirley, 
Linda, Brenda etc. For boys there were 
Clark, Tyrone, Spencer and other stars' 

names. Later came such "in names" as 
Kevin, Rebecca, David, Robin, Jason, 
Kelly, Kimberly, Heather, Brian and 
Debra. 

According to a recent study, the most 
popular boys' names in 1982 were 
Christopher, Michael, James, John and 
Matthew. Leading the girls' list were 
Jennifer, Christine, Jessica, Sarah and 
Amanda. 

Who can imagine what names will be 
popular in another hundred years? 

This inscription in the ancient chapel at Shipton-on-Charwell near Oxford, England, 
is probably the oldest burial marker for a member of our family . It marks the grave of a 
John Rathbone, born about 1560, who died at Shipton March 4, 1613. Another plaque 
in the chapel indicates that the adjacent manor house had been owned by the 
Rathbones since 1569. John Rathbone may have been the son of a Harry (Henry) 
Rathbone (whose name appears on early records as Rabone and Rawebone as well as 
Rathbone). Harry was admitted to Oxford University in 1565, received his bachelor's 
degree in 1569 and a master's degree in 1572. He died in 1612 at nearby Bricenorton, 
where he owned a sizeable estate. An even earlier Henry was a rent collector for Oxford 
University from 1516 to 1546. 

There is no way to determine the relationship of these Rathbones to our early 
ancestors in Ditton, Lancashire Co., although there is undoubtedly some connection. 
The John whose name appears on the inscription married Ann Clark, daughter of 
Humphrey and Margaret Clarke, and a granddaughter of George West, Lord Delaware. 
The coat of arms on the shield probably belongs to her family. The blank half of the 
shield indicates that this Rathbone family had no recorded coat of arms. 

After Rathbone's death, his widow, Ann, moved to London, where she married 
Walter Wilkins on Dec.26, 1616. The manor at Shipton (called Setton on the inscription) 
was inherited by John and Ann's daughter, Alice Rathbone, who married Robert 
Standard and apparently sold the estate. It is now owned by a music recording 
company. 
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Rathbone 

(continued from page 21) 

Paris, France, in 1875 to purchase 
musical instruments for the U.S. Military 
Academy. In 1879, he was transferred 
to the Adjutant-General's office, where 
he was to spend the rest of his career. 

During all these years, he had re­
mained a member sporadically of the 
Knights of Pythias, including a new 
lodge in Boston during his stay there, 
and then another new lodge in Wash­
ington when he returned there. It is diffi­
cult to judge his role during this time, but 
the Knights underwent a tremendous 
growth. From four lodges and 379 
members in 1866, the order grew to 465 
lodges and 54,289 members in 1869. In 
another five years , membership 
reached the 100,000 mark. 

The Pythian lodges spread at a snow­
balling rate. The first four were in Wash­
ington and the next were in nearby Vir­
ginia, Delaware, Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. In 1868, they spread to New 
York, Connecticut, Louisiana and Ne­
braska. In 1869, lodges were formed in 
Ohio, West Virginia, California, Illinois, 
Kentucky, Massachusetts , Indiana, 
South Carolina, Iowa and Georgia. The 
movement quickly spread to each of the 
United States, to Canada and the Phil­
ippine Islands. 

The reason for this amazing growth is 
attributed in part to the strong pressure 
after the Civil War to heal the bitter feel­
ings between the North and South. The 
"brotherly love" concept of the Knights 
was ideal to serve this purpose. Lodges 
were formed in both Northern and 
Southern cities, uniting former "ene­
mies" under the Pythian banner. Doz­
ens of lodges were named in Rath­
bone's honor. 

The Grand Lodge in 1868 recognized 
Rathbone's role in establishing the or­
der, and gave him the title, "Founder and 
Past Supreme Chancellor" - a rank 
which was to qie at Rathbone's death. 
He had finally achieved the recognition 
denied him in the early years. Un­
fortunately, he was soon involved again 
in controversy. The Grand Lodge had 
authorized him to "create and establish 
a higher degree or degrees that shall in 
no wise interfere with the ritual of the 
order, to be entirely different therefrom 
and to have its own grand lodge, su­
preme lodge, etc. n 
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Acting on this authority, Rathbone 
proceeded to organize the "Supreme 
Order of Pythian Knighthood ," and 
wrote rituals for its degrees. Rathbone 
apparently intended the new organ­
ization to be separate from the Knights, 
but with membership open only to 
Knights. 

Samuel Read, the Supreme Chan­
cellor of the Grand Lodge, immediately 
attacked Rathbone's plan. He declared 
that the Supreme Lodge would not rec­
ognize any other degrees and secured 
adoption of a new rule barring Knights 
from joining Rathbone's order. A lengthy 
and public battle between Read and 
Rathbone came to a head at the 1869 

Rathbone at age 35, during his years of 
contra very with leaders of the Knights 
over a series of issues. 

annual meeting of the Supreme Lodge. 
After a bitter debate, Read's supporters 
carried the day, and Rathbone yielded. 
He agreed to turn over his new rituals to 
the Supreme Lodge and drop his plans 
for the new order. 

Another issue then arose which again 
pitted Read and Rathbone on opposing 
sides. The meeting had received an ap­
plication for a new lodge from "a number 
of colored gentlemen in Philadelphia." 
Read took the lead in opposing the re­
quest, and Rathbone joined those who 
favored admitting the Negroes as mem­
bers. After another long debate, a vote 
was taken, and the Negro applicants 
were rejected 24 to 13. 

Rathbone, defeated by Read's forces 
on two major issues, was furious, and 
submitted his resignation from the Su­
preme Lodge the following day: "For 
reasons which must be obvious," he 
wrote, "I respectfully resign my position 
of Past Supreme Chancellor to take ef­
fect from and after this date." 

For the next nine years, Rathbone 
refused any association with the Su­
preme Lodge, although he remained 
active in various local lodges. In 1876, 
he was pursuaded to attend the Su­
preme Lodge's annual meeting and was 
welcomed back into membership. A 
year later, the Supreme Lodge created a 
special Founder's Medal for Rathbone, 
and gave him the title of Supreme Lec­
turer on the Origin, Rise and Progress of 
the Order. 

The years of controversy were ended 
and Rathbone was finally secure in the 
prestige and recognition of his role as 
founder of the Knights. His old rival , 
Joseph Plant, died in 1881, and Rath­
bone performed the Pythian last rites 
at his funeral. 

In his role as Supreme Lecturer, 
Rathbone traveled throughout the coun­
try in the late 1870s, visiting lodges in 
scores of states and lecturing on the 
history and philosophy of the Knights. In 
1878 alone, he visted 23 lodges in 11 
states, and in 1882 traveled as far as 
Texas and Arkansas. In 1884, for rea­
sons unknown, he fell into "financial 
straits." Friends called his problems to 
the attention of the Knights' Supreme 
Lodge, and a committee was appointed 
to help him out. More than $5,000 was 
raised on his behalf, enough to pay all 
his debts and give him nearly $2,800 in 
cash. 

In 1887, Rathbone's problems multi­
plied. His wife became ill, and Rathbone 
developed a severe boil, then called a 
carbuncle, under his left armpit, which 
continued to grow despite medical 
treatment. In that day, long before the 
development of antibiotics, treatment 
consisted of lancing and draining. 

On Dec. 31, his wife died. The two had 
been very close and Rathbone never left 
her bedside in the final days of her life. 
His daughter later wrote, "After mother's 
death we trembled for my father's rea­
son." After more than a year of continu­
ing pain, Rathbone on March 6, 1889, 
resigned his government clerkship. 

(to be continued) 



Genealogy: The Fifth 
Generation in America 
132. EPAPHRODITUS' RATHBUN 
(Simeon' Benjamin3 Joseph2 John'), 
bom Aug. 12, 1780, at Salem, Conn., 
and moved as a young man to Spring­
field, N.Y. He was married about 1807 to 
a wife whose name is not known, and 
who died by 1820. He married about 
1821 Harriet Simpson, born in 1787, 
parentage unknown. He died Feb. 5, 
1845, at Springfield. Harriet died Jan. 
12, 1871, and is buried at Franklin, N.Y. 

CHILDREN 

(By first wife) 
CORNELIUS MORTIMER, born Feb. 

8, 1808; married Jane Delamater. 
JOHN, born about 1816; married 

Sally __ . 

(By Harriet) 
WILLIAM, born May 15, 1822; mar­

ried Sarah Ann Grime. 
ALFRED, born Sept. 7,1823; married 

Agnes Bogie. 
HANNAH MORGIANNA, born April 

13, 1825; married Henry HamiitonB 

Rathbun (Samuels Simeon' Benjaminl 
Joseph2 John'). 

133. RODNEY' RATHBUN (Simeon' 
Benjamin3 Joseph2 John'), born June 
23, 1782, at Salem, Conn., and married 
August 31, 1805, Ruth Redfield, born 
July 1,1787, parentage unknown. They 
moved to Vernon, Conn., where he died 
August 31, 1862, and Ruth died on Feb. 
15,1861. 

CHILDREN 

SOPHIA P., born Aug. 31, 1806; mar­
ried Joseph Matthewson. 

LUCY F., born Oct. 31, 1808; married 
Horace Ingram Dec. 31, 1829. 

EMILY AVIS, born Sept. 20, 1810; 
married Harlow Grant on June 4, 1834. 

ELIZA AVIS, born March 3, 1813; 
married (1) Noble Sackett; (2) John 
Dunham. 

WEALTHY M., born July 29, 1815; 
married William Wood on June 1, 1837. 

HARVEY M., born Feb. 28,1818; no 
further information. 

AMANDA M., born Aug. 21, 1819; 
unmarried in 1870. No further infor­
mation. 

CALISTA J., born April 28, 1822; mar­
ried Franklin Gilman Feb. 4, 1849. 

ROYAL ANSON, born Aug. 30, 1825; 
married (1) Pamela Nettleton; (2) Eliza­
beth Rafenburg. 

HARRIET S., born Nov. 11, 1828; 
unmarried in 1900. 

CHAUNCEY WHITLEY, born July 1, 
1832; married (1) Mary Evans; (2) Mollie 
Danport. 

134. STRICKLIN H.' RATHBUN 
(Simeon' Benjamin3 Joseph2 John'), 
born March 13, 1786, at Salem, Conn. 
He married March 13, 1809, Millie Ellis, 
born July 25, 1789, parentage unknown. 
They moved shortly after their marriage 
to Oneida County, N.Y. and then to 
Richland in Oswego County. He served 
in the War of 1812 and was listed as a 
deserter after the Battle of Sackett's 
Harbor. Millie died Nov. 13, 1824, and 
he married on June 12, 1825, Prudence 
Twitchell , born March 27, 1803, daugh­
ter of Sawin and Prudence (Drury) or (?) 
Mary (Bailey) Twitchell. She died Aug. 
3, 1857, and he died July 26, 1863, in 
Hartford, Conn., where he had either 
gone to Ivie or was on a visit. 

CHILDREN 

(By Millie) 
SALLY ANN, born Oct. 4, 1809; mar­

ried __ Lewis. 
AVIS SAMANTHA, born Jan. 19, 

1812; amrried Chester Hibbard Jan. 1, 
1834. 

MORGAN STRICKLIN, born May 6, 
1814; married Electa8 Rathbun (Russells 
Job' Benjamin3 Joseph2 John'). 

FANNIE M., born June 15,1816; mar­
ried William Dobie Oct. 6, 1843. 

SALAH ALWIN, born in Oct. 1819; 
married Catherine Champlin. 

ELVIN M., born Feb. 23,1822; appar­
ently died young. 

(By Prudence) 
LOVICA MARY, born Feb. 22, 1826; 

married Myron Webb. 
ELIZA M., born March 1, 1828; mar­

ried Anson Biddlecom. 
MARY ANN, born in Nov. 1830; died 

unmarried April 20, 1903. 
ANN MOSELLE, born Sept. 5, 1832; 

alive in 1850, no furhter information. 
EBENEZER HAMILTON, born March 

15,1837; married Florence A. Dingley. 
HELEN FRANCES J., born Jan. 8, 

1842; married Willis Philbrick. 
GEORGE C. , born April 4, 1845; died 

unmarried March 21, 1866. 

135. SALAH JONES' RATHBUN (Sim­
eon' Benjamin3 Joseph2 John'), born 
Oct. 4,1792, at Salem, Conn., and mar­
ried Nov. 15, 1818, at East Hartford, 
Conn., Mary Barber, born Dec. 21, 
1796, parentage unknown. He served in 
the War of 1812 and became a pros­
perous tea merchant at Hartford. Mary 
died Sept. 19, 1829, after childbirth, and 
he married on July 11, 1832, Sophia B. 
Hills, born April 11, 1805, parentage 
unknown. He died in 1876 at Sprague, 
Conn. Her death date is not known. 

CHILDREN 

(By Mary) 
AUGUSTUS, born July 15, 1819; died 

unmarried Nov. 11, 1840. 
EDWARD, born Sept. 17, 1·822; mar­

ried Hannah Miner. 
MARTIN MARION, born March 24, 

1824; died unmarried June 11 , 1857. 
SON (Name unknown), born Sept. 

24, 1829; died Oct. 7, 1829. 

(By Sophia) 
ALBERTUS SALAH, born Nov. 11, 

1834; died unmarried Oct. 4, 1859. 
MARY ELIZA, born May 28, 1839; 

died Feb. 6, 1849. 
MYRA SOPHIA, born Sept. 4, 1840; 

died unmarried Sept. 6, 1876. 
FREDERICK HAMILTON, born July 

21, 1843; married Mary E. Smith. 

(continued on page 28) 
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Genealogy 

(continued from page 27) 

EMMA M., born May 26, 1846; mar­
ried Henry Brewer. 

LUCINDA ELLA, born Dec. 22, 1849; 
died July 22, 1850. 

136. CHARLES' RATHBUN (Simeon· 
Benjamin3 Joseph2 John1) born Nov. 28, 
1794, at Salem, Conn., and moved as a 
young man to Williamstown, N.Y., 
where he married Nov. 17, 1818, Electa 
Appleby, born June 10, 1801 , parentage 
unknown. He served in the War of 1812 
and was described as five feet, ten 
inches tall, with dark brown hair and 
grey eyes. He died at Williamstown 
June 29, 1869 (or 1872). Electa died 
May 10, 1889. 

CHILDREN 

WILLIAM ALBON, born Oct. 14, 
1820; married Eliza B. Stevens. 

CHARLES lo, born Jan 2, 1823; mar­
ried Lucy A White. 

NANCY lo , born Jan. 20, 1826; mar­
ried William M. Gardner, Dec. 12, 1846. 

JULIA A , born about 1836; married 
Samuel Cooper Oct. 15, 1857. 

RANDOLPH A , born Aug. 8, 1838; 
married (1) Mary Ballard; (2) Ellen M. 
Potts. 

137. JOSHUA' RATHBUN (William· 
Job3 Joseph2 John1), born Sept. 20, 
1775, at New London, Conn. , and mar­
ried Aug . 27, 1797, at Colchester, 
Conn., Eunice 5 Rathbun (Job · 
Benjamin3 Joseph2 John1). They moved 
soon after their marriage to Warren , 
Herkimer County, N.Y.; a few years later 
to Otsego County, and then about 1808 
to Howard, Steuben County. He died 
there on Nov. 17, 1826, from injuries 
suffered when a timber fell on him while 
helping to raise a beam to a new build­
ing. Eunice died at Howard on Aug. 13, 
1854. 

CHILDREN 

SON (name unknown), born about 
1799; died young. 

AMIZIAH RILEY, born March 3, 1801 ; 
married __ . 

ELIZABETH W. , born Aug. 27, 1804; 
married Eben Bartholemew. 

SON (name unknown), born about 
1810; died young. 
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138. WILLIAM' RATHBUN (William· 
Job3 Joseph2 J'ohn1), born Jan. 28, 1778, 
in New London, Conn., and moved as a 
young man to Warren, Herkimer Co., 
N.Y. He married about 1799 Hannah 
Page, born about 1780, possibly a 
daughter of Isaac and Abigail (Barnes) 
Page. He lived for a few years in How­
ard, N.Y., then moved to Grand Island 
near Buffalo, where he drowned in 1835 
while crossing the Niagara River, ac­
cording to Cooley. The death date of his 
wife is not known. 

CHILDREN 

?L YONS, born about 1815; (Cooley 
listed no children, but the 1820 census 
indicates they had a son. Lyons was 
living in Buffalo in 1840). No known mar­
riage. 

139. JOB BEEBE5 RATHBUN (William· 
Job3 Joseph2 John1), born May 20, 1784, 
at New London, Conn. , and moved to 
Steuben Co., N.Y., about 1809. Cooley 
reported that he was "a lively lad in his 
youth .. his sending a challenge to fight 
a duel was the cause of him emigrating." 
In Steuben County, he settled in Fre­
mont Township, where he was the first 
resident and erected the first permanent 
house in the spring of 1812. The settle­
ment was known as Job's Corners. He 
married at Howard on Oct. 11 , 1818, 
Frances Brown, born March 24, 1791 , 
daughter of Mason and Frances Brown. 
He died at Fremont Feb. 13, 1856. His 
wife died Aug. 21 , 1880. 

CHILDREN 

JERUSHA BEEBE, born Jan. 15, 
1821 ; died July 30. 1824. 

FRANCES BROWN, born Jan. 4, 
1823; married John Chubbuck on Feb. 
7, 1847, and died Nov. 24,1847. 

WILLIAM MASON BROWN, born 
Dec. 14, 1825; married Sarah A Potter. 

JERUSHA BEEBE, born Feb. 14, 
1827; married John Chubbuck, her sis­
ter's widower, on Jan. 17, 1848. 

JOB BEEBE, born June 18, 1829; 
married Alice M. Buck. 

DORCAS E., born July 6,1832; mar­
ried Edward Spencer in 1855. 

140. BENJAMIN5 RATHBUN (William· 
Job3 Joseph2John1), born May 10, 1788, 
at New London, Conn., and moved as a 
young man to Howard, N.Y. He married 
there in 1817 Margaret Walker, born 
Jan. 2, 1800, parentage unknown. He 
served in the Steuben County militia, 
rising to captain in 1815 and major in 
1817. In January 1834, he and his family 
left Howard for the "west," stopping first 
in Michigan and then in 1836 settled at 
Jefferson Grove, Ogle County, III. He 
died there on Sept. 13, 1840, and his 
wife in 1875. 

CHILDREN 

BENJAMIN WALKER, born Jan. 27, 
1818; married Mary King. 

MARGARET, born Nov. 20, 1819; 
married Charles Royce on Nov. 11 , 
1839. 

LOUISA, born Aug. 10, 1821 ; married 
Elijah Cooley on March 12, 1842. 

MARY born about 1822; married Reu­
ben Pritchard on Jan. 5, 1840. 

JERUSHA, born Feb. 20. 1824; mar­
ried Joshua B. Wright on Sept. 24, 1843. 

WILLIAM HARRIS, born Feb. 18, 
1826; married (1) Sarah F. Hanna, and 
(2) Maria Smith. 

SARAH, born Feb. 20, 1828; married 
Hiram D. Wood on April 3, 1843. 

DOROTHY, born Sept. 19, 1829; 
married (1) Andrew J. King on Jan. 4, 
1846, and (2) Richard Beers on Sept. 
16, 1854. 

DANIEL W. , born June 2,1833; mar­
ried Mary Jane Hedges. 

ELIZA JANE, born Feb. 13, 1835; 
married Orren Stacy on Feb. 16, 1856. 

ALMIRA, born Aug. 9, 1837; married 
David S. Huston in 1859. 

141. CORNELIUS5 RATHBUN 
(William· Jobl Joseph2 John1), born Jan. 
1, 1792, in New London, Conn., and 
moved as a young man to Howard, N.Y., 
where he married in January 1817 
Clarissa5 Rathbun (Job· Benjamin3 'Jo­
seph2 John1), born about 1795. He 
served in the Steuben County militia, 
rising to lieutenant in 1815 and captain 
in 1817. He moved to Canada about 
1822 and then in 1853 to Ionia County, 
Mich. , where he died in 1862. His wife's 
death date is not known. 
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CHILDREN 

CORNELIUS, born April 14, 1823; 
married Jean H. Weir. 

DEBORAH, born June 19, 1825; mar­
ried John Reed on June 26, 1847. 

HARRIET, born Dec. 8,1827; married 
James Wallington on April 10, 1846. 

SARAH, born Oct. 1 , 1831; married 
William Prout in 1849. 

CLARISSA JANE, born Nov. 3, 1833; 
married John Prout. 

RANSOM, born Nov. 6, 1836; married 
Sarah Richmond. 

142. SAMUEL' RATHBUN (Samuel· 
Thoma~ Samuel2 John'), born about 
1773 in Lyme, Conn., and married about 
1796 Sarah , born about 
1778, parentage unknown. They moved 
in the 1790s to Bloomfield, Ontario Co., 
N.Y. , and later to Ogden. He served in 
the N.Y. state militia in the War of 1812. 
About 1824, they moved to Pittsfield, 
Lorain County, Ohio, where he died 
about 1845 and his wife about 1863. 

CHILDREN 

DANIEL, born Sept. 22 , 1797; married 
Olive Bascom. 

LAURA, born about 1798; married (?) 
Joseph True. 

GEORGE, born about 1800; married 
Sally Ann Wait. 

HORACE, born about 1802; alive in 
1817, no further information. 

SAMUEL LORD, born about 1804; 
married Louisa Roberts. 

LUCRETIA, born about 1806; alive in 
1817, no further information. 

CLARISSA, born about 1813; married 
Orrin Chalker on May 24, 1830. 

HULDAH, born about 1815; no further 
information. 

WILLIAM BUTLER, born about 1817; 
married Abigail Dibble. 

ELVIRA M., born about 1820; married 
Seth M. Root on Nov. 6, 1840. 

143. ASA' RATHBUN (Thomas"" Sam­
uel2 John'), born Sept. 19, 1756, at Can­
terbury, Conn., and married April 29, 
1784, in NOrwich, Conn., Ruth Kimball , 
bom Feb. 8, 1759, daughter of Daniel 
and Abigail (Wood) Kimball. Asa served 
in the Revolutionary Army ; his dis­
charge was signed by George Wash­
ington. He died Dec. 2, 1812, at Lisbon, 
Conn., and his wife on Aug. 17, 1847. 

CHILDREN 

LUCINDA, born Dec. 14, 1784; mar­
ried __ Justin. 

ELIZABETH, born Feb. 16, 1786; 
died May 16, 1853, unmarried. 

JAMES, born March 8, 1787; married 
Sarah Harris. 

LUCY H. , born May 6, 1788; married 
William H. Chamberlain. 

CHESTER, born Feb. 10, 1790; mar­
ried Mary Perrigo. 

THOMAS, born April 24, 1791; mar­
ried Sophrona Page. 

JOHN, born Aug. 21, 1792; married 
Sarah Potter. 

CYRUS, born April 30, 1796; married 
(?) Polly , and possibly Olive 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, born Oct. 
3 , 1797; died in 1853, no known 
marriage. 

ASA, born March 27, 1800; married 
Clarissa Huntington. 

RUTH (twin), born March 27, 1800; 
alive in 1850, no known marriage. 

NELSON, born June 8, 1802; died 
April 29, 1807. 

144. AARON' RATHBUN (Thomas4-3 
Samuel2 John'), born July 29, 1764, at , 
Lisbon, Conn., and married there Sept. 
16, 1792, Deborah Rose, born Oct. 21 , 
1768, daughter of Peter and Sarah 
(Gates) Rose. He died at Lisbon on Oct. 
25, 1815, and she on Sept. 16, 1841. 

CHILDREN 

CLARISSA, born April 23, 1793; mar­
ried Mason Dyer on June 3, 1820. 

SALLY, born Aug. 6, 1795; married 
Dills Morse on June 6, 1824. 

THOMAS, born Feb. 20, 1798; mar­
ried Sarah Howland. 

ELIAS, born March 30, 1800; married 
Elizabeth Campbell. 

PATRICK, born April 15, 1801; mar­
ried (1) Elmira Frost, and (2)' Margaret 
Wilkinson. 

AARON, born July 29, 1804; married 
Julia E. Jenks. 

DEBORAH, born Aug. 24, 1806; mar­
ried Joseph B. Lewis on Dec. 18, 1828. 

AMELIA, born Jan. 18, 1809; married 
(1) Amos Brayley on Dec. 9, 1829, and 
(2) Edwin Cady in 1864. 

JEMIMA, born Jan. 27,1811; married 
Elisha Olin on March 1, 1841. 

145. THOMAS' RATHBUN (Thomas"" 
Samuel2 John'), born Jan. 25, 1767, in 
Lisbon, Conn. He served in the Revolu­
tionary Army and was wounded in ac­
tion. After the war he moved to Wash­
ington County, N.Y., and was married in 
Argyle Township Aug . 27, 1788, to 
Elizabeth . They moved 
by 1790 to Greenfield , Saratoga 
County, and sometime after 1810 to 
Tioga County, Pa. He died at Elkland, in 
Tioga County, on Feb. 7, 1822. His wife, 
whose parentage is unknown, died 
there March 1, 1845. 

CHILDREN 

RUTH , born about 1788; died by 
1820. No known marriage. 

PRISCILLA, born about 1791 ; died by 
1820. No known marriage. 

SAMUEL, born Feb. 28, 1793; mar­
ried Jane Vroman. 

AARON, born about 1795; died by 
1820. No known marriage. 

ELIZABETH, born about 1797; de­
scribed as an "idiot"; died sometime 
after 1839, presumably unmarried. 

THOMAS, born in 1799; married 
Nancy Vroman. 

ESTHER, born about 1802; alive in 
1820; no further information. 

MARY (POLLY) , born about 1804; 
married __ Finch. 

ELMIRA, born about 1806; married 
(?) Daniel W. Walker on Oct. 27, 1834. 

ORSEMUS, born Dec. 20, 1811 ; mar­
ried Betsey Cook. 

ANGELINE, born about 1813; alive in 
1820; no further information. 

146. ERASTUS' RATHBUN (Thomas·.a 
Samuel2 John'), born April 5, 1777, at 
Lisbon, Conn. , and married there Oct. 7, 
1800, Lydia Tubbs, born in 1781 , par­
entage unknown. He served in the 
Conn. militia in the War of 1812, and 
moved about 1815 to Luzerne County, 
Pa. He was a stone mason. He died 
Dec. 8, 1829, at Tunkhannock, Wyom­
ing County, Pa. Lydia later moved west 
with some of her children and died Oct. 
3, 1853, in Jackson County, Iowa. 

(continued on page 30) 
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(continued from page 29) 

CHILDREN 

LYDIA born about 1802; no further 
information. 

CHILD (Name Unknown), born in 
1804; died Dec. 16, 1805. 

LAURA, born about 1806; no further 
information. 

ELIZA, born Nov. 9, 1808; married Dr. 
Albert Conklin in 1828. 

MARY ANN born March 10, 1810; 
married John C. Wendell on Jan. 4, 
1829. 

NELSON, born March 18, 1812; mar­
ried (1) Louisa Gaylord, and (2) Amanda 
(Rhodes) Button. 

EMELINE, born about 1814; no fur­
ther information. 

NANCY ANN, born about 1817; mar­
ried (1) John V. Tanney, and (2) John 
Manley. 

AMANDA, born about 1819; married 
Henry Robbins. 

JOHN, born about 1825; married 
Hannah L. Bowman. 

147. WILLIAM' RATHBUN (Thomas4-3 
Samuel2 John'), born Oct. 3, 1778, at 
Lisbon, Conn. , and married at nearby 
Bozrah on June 3, 1802, Edna Loomer, 
born July 20, 1774, daughter of Eb­
enezer and Edna (Eames) Loomer. 
They moved by 1810 to Luzerne 
County, Pa., and by 1820 to Elmira, 
N.Y. , where he died in June 1850 from 
"bleeding of the lungs." Edna was living 
in Elmira in 1850. Her death date is not 
known. 

CHILDREN 

WILLIAM, born May 1, 1803; married 
Caroline Hunter. 

MARY, born about 1805; unmarried in 
1850. 

ANN, born June 15, 1807; married 
Charles Tubbs. 

JOHN, born about 1815; married Me­
hitable _ _ . 

?GEORGE, born about 1818; married 
Anna Eliza __ . 

?WATERMAN B. , born about 1822; 
married (1) Sarah , and (2) 
Lydia __ . 
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148. HENRY' RATHBUN (Thomas··3 

Samuel2 John'), born Sept. 9, 1780, at 
Lisbon, Conn., and married at nearby 
Bozrah on Feb. 10, 1805, Elizabeth 
Loomer, born Aug. 21 , 1778, daughter 
of Ebenezer and Edna (Eames) 
Loomer. They moved by 1810 with his 
brothers, Erastus and William, to Lu­
zerne County, Pa, and by 1820 to Che­
mung, Tioga County, N.Y. He is listed 
there in the 1825 census with 25 acres 
of land, nine sheep, five cows and three 
hogs. They were living in Bradford 
County, Pa., in 1830, but back in Che­
mung in 1840, where his wife died by 
1850. He was a shoemaker, listed twice 
in the 1850 census - with his son, 
Nehemiah, in Bradford County, Pa. , and 
with his son, Philetus, in Southport, N.Y. 
His death date is not known. 

CHILDREN 

NEHEMIAH, born in 1806; married (1) 
Clarissa , and (2) Anna M. 

?ESTHER, born about 1808; alive in 
1850. 

PHILETUS, born about 1814; married 
Abigail Rowley. 

WILLIAM C., born Oct. 23, 1816; mar­
ried (1) Sally Ann Jackson, and (2) Mary 
E. Sechrist. 

HENRY, born about 1822; married 
Matilda __ . 

149. ELIJAH' RATHBUN (Thomas··3 

Samuel2 John'), born June 14, 1783, in 
Lisbon, Conn, and married Sept. 9, 
1804, Bathsheba Rose, born Jan. 27, 
1787, daughter of Peter and Sarah 
(Gates) Rose. He served in the War of 
1812, but decided to remain in Con­
necticut when his three older brothers 
moved to Pennsylvania. He was a 
stonemason. He died at Lisbon on Nov. 
26, 1861 . His wife had died on Oct. 16, 
1846. 

CHILDREN 

ELIJAH, born April 16, 1805; married 
Frances Partridge. 

LOUISA, born Feb. 15, 1807; married 
John Lyon on Feb. 16,1826. 

ALMIRA, born Dec. 14, 1809; married 
James H. Johnson on Nov. 1, 1835. 

MARY, born Feb. 12, 1811 ; married 
Jedediah Lovett on Jan. 7, 1835. 

JULIET, born July 6, 1813; died un­
married after 1860. 

REBECCA, born March 2, 1816; died 
Sept. 19, 1829. 

PHILETUS, born April 1, 1818; mar­
ried Marinda Waldon. 

LYDIA, born May 29, 1820; married 
Deacon John Waldo on March 1, 1846. 

SARAH GATES, born May 27,1822; 
married George Robinson on March 21 , 
1843. 

(to be continued) 

Corrections 
George Rathbun, identified as a pos­

sible son of Alfred5 Rathbun (Job' Ben­
jamin3 Joseph2 John') in our Jan. 1985 
issue (page 14), has been identified as 
an English-born immigrant to the United 
States in 1850. He is not a descendant 
of John and Margaret of Block Island. 
Our thanks to Rob Rathbun. 

The baptism date of John Rathbone/ 
bun, our immigrant English ancestor, 
was March 8, 1629, in the Farnworth 
Chapel, Lanc. Co., England. The date 
was incorrectly reported as March 28 on 
page 4 in our first issue (Jan. 1981), 
although correctly listed on pages 9 and 
11. Our thanks to a sharp-eyed new 
member, Jay Peterson. 

In the "Reunions Held" article on page 
15 of our last issue (Jan. 1985), Ellen 
Lucinda (Rathbun) Cline was errone­
ously listed as Ellen Sharp. In the same 
article, the name Coates was incorrectly 
spelled Coats. 

Mary Bodycoat was the mother, not 
the wife (Answers-Vol. 4, No.4) of 
Arthur E. Rathbun. This was a correc­
tion of an earlier answer in Vol. 3, No. 1 
(not No.4). 

In Geneology (Vol. 4, No. 4) the father 
of WilliamS Rathbun (No . 100) was 
Obadiah Rathbun, not Obadash, which 
was a typographical error. 



Obituaries 

DIED - Dec. 5, 1984, at Spring Valley, 
Minn., Wilbur G. Rathbun, 86. He was 
the last surviving child of Byron7 Rath­
bun (Gamaliel6 WaiterS Thomas4-3·2 
John') and Hannah (Haslam) Rathbun. 
He is survived by his wife, Hazel ; three 
daughters , Lucille Kimball , Phyllis 
Brackenbury and Evelyn Rathbun; two 
sons, Victor and Jerry, and several 
grandchildren. 

DIED - Dec. 23, 1984, at Westerly, 
R.I. , Helen S. Rathbone, 79, widow of 
Herbert C.9 Rathbone (William6 Henry7 
Martin6 Joshuas" Jonathan3 John2.' ). 
She was the daughter of John H. and 
Helen (Lewis) Stedman. She is survived 
by a son, Herbert C.; two daughters, 
Janice V. Rathbone and Eleanor R. 
Grinnell, and four grandchildren. 

Queries 
WANTED - Information on Jerrauld 
Raymont Rathburn , born March 21, 
1888, in Oklahoma; married Florence 
Guthrie on March 18, 1915, in Win­
nemucca, Nev. , and had seven 
children-Wayne G. Stanley R; Leo­
nard T. , Florence G. , Rita May, Charles 
G. and Jene Dene. 

WANTED - Information on Michael 
and Catherine (Downing) Rathbun , 
whose son, Ellis, was born in Oct. 1840 
in Pa. Ellis married Sarah Albany and 
moved to Moline, ilL, where he died in 
1908. They had children named William, 
Reuben, Edward, Amelia, John, Viola 
and Joseph. 

WANTED - Information on Milton 
Rathbun, born about 1824 in Maryland, 
married Mary Watson in 1847 at Dun­
bar, Fayette Co., Pa. , and was killed in 
the Civil War. They had children named 
Benjamin, Walter and Margaret. Milton 
possibly had brothers named John and 
Jacob, who also served in the Union 
Army. 

DIED - Feb.18, 1985, Irma Elizabeth 
Rathbun, 88, of D~catur , Mich. A 
teacher in South Bend, Ind. , until her 
retirement in 1959, she was an early 
member of our association. She was the 
daughter of JohnB Rathbun (William7 

DanielB WilliamS Daniel' Joshua3 John2.') 
and Laura (Blackford) Rathbun. 

DIED - Dec. 19, 1984, at Flint, Mich., 
Mrs. Margaret (Rathburn) Norman, five 
days after her 67th birthday and several 
hours after undergoing heart surgery. A 
charter member of our association, she 
was the daughter of James E. 9 Rathburn 
(RoswellB David7 LewisB Davids Edmund' 
John3-2.' ). She is survived by a daughter, 
Mrs. Lynne Carb; three grandsons, and 
a brother, James Rathburn. 

DIED - Nov. 25, 1984, Elmer George 
Adams, 74, in Salt Lake City, Utah. He 
was the father of Kenneth Haybron 
Adams, one of our members, and the 
widower of Violet Cecelia Haybron, a 
daughter of Martha Ann6 Rathbun 

Answers 
Vol. 2, No.2 - Freeman Rathbun born 
in August 1851 was Harmon Freeman7 

Rathbun (JonathanB AmosS Jonathan' 
John3-2.') and Lucy Ann Stow. He ap­
pears as Harman in the 1860 census, 
but as Freeman in later censuses. 

Vol. 3, No. 2 - Sidney Rathbun, born in 
1853 in New York and living in Wash­
tenaw County, Mich. , in 1900 was a 
Rathvon , a German family not con­
nected to ours. 

Vol. 3, No. 4 - Charles A. Rathbun, 
born in 1847, who married Florence Gil­
bin (or Gilbert) was the son of Samuel 
B.7 Rathbun (Daniel6 WilliamS Daniel' 
William3-2 John') and Joanna C. Vanden. 

(John7 Ruels Davids Edmund' John3-2" ) 
and William Payne Haybron. 
DIED - Feb. 15, 1985, at Mary Esther, 
Fla. , Mrs. Ida Marie (Stickney) Rathbun, 
aged 61 , after a lengthy battle with can­
cer. She was the wife of Robert Ray­
monds Rathbun (RobertS Clarence7 Guys 
Amiziahs Job' Benjamin 3 Joseph2 
John'), one of our members. Surviving, 
in addition to her husband, are a son, 
Craig; three daughters, Darra Keeton, 
Deirde Vento and Robin Rathbun, and 
two grandchildren. 

DIED - March 8, 1984, at Bismarck, 
N.D., Helen F. (Rathbun) Carter, aged 
97. She was the widow of Rev. Charles 
H. Carter, and the daughter of GeorgeS 
Rathbun (Levant' Williams8-S Benjamin4-3 
Joseph2 John') and Fannie (Wyckoff) 
Rathbun. She is survived by three 
daughters, three sons , 23 grand­
children , 24 great-grandchildren and 
one great-great-grandchild ; a brother, 
Oliver N. Rathbun, one of our members, 
and a sister, Mary Lybeck. 

New Data 
Joshua Rathbun who was tentatively 

placed as a son of Nathaniel' Rathbun 
(NathanieP John2.') in Vol. 4, No. 2 (April 
1984, page 27), was instead Nathaniel's 
younger brother. He was born about 
1740, rather than our estimated 1750. 
Proof of this relationship is found in the 
town council records of Exeter, R.1. On 
Jan. 8, 1750, shortly after his father's 
death, Nathaniel deeded land to his "in­
fant brother, Joshua." Both Nathaniel 
and Joshua moved to Berkshire Co., 
Mass., where Joshua was killed in 1787 
during the Shays Rebellion. 

Helen J. (Rathbun) Swanson, who 
died June 4, 1984, at Eau Claire, Wisc. , 
(Vol. 4, No. 4, page 64), was the daugh­
ter of Royal E.7 Rathbun (RoyalS 
RodneyS Simeon' Benjamin3 Joseph2 
John') and Nettie Anderson . 

Pamela, daughter of JosephS Rath­
bun (Jonathan' John3-2.') marrried as her 
second husband, Robert Harper. Her 
sister, Polly, married secondly Thomas 
Allar on March 9, 1837. 
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People 

VERA RATHBUN, ofTopeka, Kan., one 
of our members, was feted on her 80th 
birthday last August at a family reunion 
attended by 48 of her 54 children, 
grandchildren and great granchildren. 
The celebration, held at the home of her 
daughter, Patti Garrett, near Lawrence, 
Kan., wason Aug. 18, four days after her 
birthday. It was also a celebration for her 
great-grandson, Christopher Rathbun, 
who was four years old that day. The 
youngest descendant present was 
Christopher's sister, Kimberly, aged 19 
months. A highlight of the day came 
when Vera dashed merrily with one of 
her great-grandchildren under a water 
sprinkler set up to help the youngsters 
combat the hot weather. Among those 
present were Vera's son, Bruce, one of 
our members, and his wife, Suzue, the 
grandparents of Christopher and Kim­
berly and their brother, Andrew. Vera is 
the widow of William Harley Rathbun 
(1902-1971), a son of Daniel8 Rathbun 
(William 7 Daniel8 Williams Daniel· 
Joshua3 John2.') and Josephine Rink. 

FLORENCE RATHBUN of Lake San 
Marcos, Cal., was hospitalized in Janu­
ary with a broken hip, but is now back on 
her feet again. She is the wife of 
EmmettS Rathbun (Charles8 James7 

Paris8 JobS Gideon· John3-2'). 

ELIZA RATHBONE has been named 
assistant curator of the Phillips Col­
lection, a prestigious art gallery in 
Washington, D.C. She had been as­
sistant curator of 20th century art for the 
past eight years at the National Gallery 
of Art. She is the wife of Andrew Ham­
ilton but uses her maiden name for pro­
fessional purposes. She is the daughter 
of our member, Perry T.S Rathbone 
(Howard8 Peter7 Elijah8 Mosess Joshua· 
Jonathan3 John2-'). 

CYNTHIA A. RATHBUN and Leonard 
A. Pierson were married Oct. 13, 1984, 
at Long Beach, Cal. Cynthia is the 
daughter of Robert E.'o Rathbun (MerleS 

Arthurs George7 Gideon8 AlienS Gideon' 
John3-2') and Joyce (Darr) Rathbun. 
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Torn O'Neal 
Bend, Ora. 

LucIlle PaItaoe 
l..eeIburg. FIB. 

Jay A. PeIInDI'I 
Nogales, ArIz. 

ClIfton Raabe 
Meaa. ArIz. 

Cheater FIaIhIUt 
Bryan, 0N0 

Births 
BORN - March 20, 1985, Tessa Marie 
Rathbun, first daughter of Dr. Philip E. 
and Margaret (Panella) Rathbun, of St. 
Charles, III. She has three brothers: 
James, Andrew and Todd. Dr. Rathbun, 
the son of our member, J. Corbett 'O 
Rathbun (J. Corbett9 George8 Corbett7 
Gideon8 TibbetsS John4

-
3 Thomas2 

John'), is assistant chief of radiology at 
Delnor Hospital in St. Charles. 

BORN - Feb. 23, 1985, at Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, Heather Inez Rathbun, 
daughter of Hugh and Jane Rathbun. 
Hugh and his father, George Maurice'o 
Rathbun (GeorgeS-

8 Joseph7 Charles8 

AmosS John· Jonathan3 John2-') are both 
members of our association. 

Guy E,; Rathbun 
MorrIs, N.Y. 

Col. James P. Rathbun 
'88aUfbrt, S.C. 

PhIlIp D. Rathbun 
Raytown, Mo. 

:Robert E. Rathbun 
Woodstock, III. 

Roy Rathbun 
Streator, III. 

Walter L Rathbun Jr. 
Rumson, N.J. 

Jean (Rathbun) Reichoff 
Waupun, Wlsc. 

MaryVanEpps 
LaIoIIa, Cal. 

FlOrence Vulgamore 
Fowler, Colo. 

BernIce Wartham 
OelweIn, Iowa 

Thanks 
WE THANK the following members who 
have sent in family records, pictures and 
other material in recent months - Dion 
Gardner, Marlin Rathbun, Eileen 
Owens, Philip D. Rathbun, Frank E. 
Rathbun, Charles Murray, Beatrice St. 
Onge, Rosma Limbeck, Dorothy Hla­
dick, Carson Hunt, Jean Grace, Jim 
Chivers, Beverly Gillette, Fran Collord, 
Jay Peterson, Helen M. Rathbun, Mrs. 
Emmett Rathbun, Mildred Rathbun, 
Robert E. Rathbun, Fred C. Rathbun, 
Jean Waddell, LaPrelle Weatherford, 
Sharon Jahn, Dolly Rathburn, Jeanette 
Busboom, Florence Vulgamore, Paula 
Boone, Rev. Jim Petteys, John Bowen, 
Roy and Anna May Rathbun, Col. 
James P. Rathbun and Loren Marvin. 


