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28. DR. JAMES POLK RATHBUN
(1850-1921), son of Henry® Rathbun
(Joseph® Joshua* John*?"); graduated in
1871 from the University of Buffalo
School of Medicine; licensed in 1886 in
both North and South Dakota; practiced
in Seneca, S.D.

29. DR. JOEL RATHBUN (1779-1820),
son of Benjamin* Rathbun (Benjamin?
Joseph? John'); education unknown;
began practice in 1802 at Camden,
N.Y.; served as a surgeon in the New
York Militia from 1809 through the War
of 1812, and practiced in Camden until
his death.

30. DR. JOHN BEATTY RATHBUN
(1820-1894), son of Elihu® Rathbun,
brother of Dr. Isaac Hale Rathbun
(above), and father of Dr. Frank D.
Rathbun (above); graduated in 1869
from the Eclectic Medical Institute, Cin-
cinnati, but had earlier practiced med-
icine in Greenville, Pa., probably after
an apprenticeship; later practiced in
New Windsor, lIl.

31. DR. JOHN M. RATHBURN (1794-
18337?), son of Daniel® Rathbun and
brother of Dr. Alvin Rathburn (above);
education unknown; practiced in Jack-
son County, Ohio, until his death.

32. DR. JOHN TILLINGHAST RATH-
BUN (1790-1850), son of Clark® Rath-
bun (Jonathan* John*?"); education un-
known; practiced as a “steam doctor” in
Madison County, Ohio, and was also a
Methodist preacher.

33. DR. JOHN WESLEY RATHBUN
(1845-1917), son of Updyke® Rathbun
(Thomas® John* Samuel® Thomas?
John'); became interested in massage
and electricity for the cure of disease in
1869, and took a course in Chicago;
later practiced in Keokuk, lowa, and in
several southern cities; moved to Prairie
du Chien, Wisconsin, in 1876 and
opened a mineral water establishment.

34. DR. JOHN ZACCHEUS RATHBUN
(1771-1868), son of Daniel* Rathbun
(Joshua® John*') and father of Drs. Lor-
enzo and Valentine Rathbun (below);
education unknown; practiced at Ball-
ston Spa, N.Y., from about 1802 to

1822, and then moved to Scipio, N.Y.,
where he practiced until retiring at age
71in 1842; he was probably our family’s
first “regular” doctor.

35. DR. JOSEPH RATHBURN (1823-
1856), son of Dr. Alvin Rathburn
(above); served an apprenticeship with
his father and then attended Starling
Medical College, Columbus, Ohio, in
1849-50; practiced in Rutland, Meigs
County, Ohio.

36. DR. JOSHUA HENRY RATHBONE
(1832-1877), son of William’ Rath-
bone(Joshua®? John?'); studied medi-
cine at Harvard Medical School in 1858;
then at Heidelberg University, Ger-
many, and at Paris; practiced at James-
town, N.Y., until his death.

37. DR. JOSIAH RATHBUN (1795-
1879), son of Josiah® Rathbun (Job*
Joshua® John?"); studied with doctors in
his home town of Lowville, N.Y.; at-
tended Onondaga Academy, N.Y.,
while teaching school, and then gradu-
ated from the Medical College of New
York; practiced in Martinsburg, N.Y.,
from 1825 until 1833, and then at Utica,
N.Y., until his death.

Dr. Josiah Rathbun
(1795-1879)

38. DR. LAVEGA RATHBUN (1852-
1885), son of Dr. Isaac Rathbun
(above); studied with his father and then
attended the University of Buffalo Medi-
cal School, graduating in 1875; prac-
ticed in Steuben County, N.Y.

39. DR. LORENZO RATHBUN (1801-
1885), son of Dr. John Z. Rathbun
(above); studied with his father at Ball-
ston Spa, N.Y., then moved to
McLeansville, lllinois, and began prac-
ticing about 1822; retired in 1878, aged
77.

40. DR. MATEN FLOYD RATHBUN
(1894-1948), son of Valentine® Rathbun
(William®> Daniel* Joshua® John?'); at-
tended Michigan State Normal School
1915-17, then enrolled at Chicago
Medical School and graduated in 1921;
licensed in lllinois in 1921 and practiced
at Valparaiso and Chicago.

41. DR. NATHAN RATHBUN (1753-
1841), son of Thomas® Rathbun
(John?"); a farmer and justice of the
peace in Exeter, R.l., he studied med-
icine in mid-life and practiced at Exeter
and Hopkinton, R.I.

42. DR. NATHANIEL PHILIP RATH-
BUN (1876-1949), son of Alvah® Rath-
bun (Nathaniel” Samuel®®* Nathaniel*?
John?'); graduated in 1898 from the
State University of New York's College
of Education; electro-urinary specialist
certified by the American Association of
Genito-Urinary Surgeons and the Amer-
ican Urological Association; for many
years chief of the urologic service of
Brooklyn (N.Y.) Hospital; consulting uro-
logist for several hospitals in the New
York City area; in 1946 awarded his
alma mater’'s second alumni medallion
for distinguished service to American
medicine.

43. DR. NELSON RATHBUN (1814-
18983), son of Dr. John Tillinghast Rath-
bun (above); studied medicine with his
father and like his father was both a
doctor and Methodist preacher; also a
justice of the peace, postmaster and
member of the lowa State Legislature;
co-founder of Cornell College, Mt. Ver-
non, lowa.



44. DR. RALPH RHETT RATHBONE
(1902-1972), son of Ralph® Rathbone
(John” Gideon® Edmund®* John®*?");
graduated in 1929 from the University of
Michigan’s Medical School, and inter-
ned at Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit;
specialized in allergies, dermatology
and radiology, and was certified by the
American Board of Radiology.

45. DR. ROBERT HALE RATHBONE
(1895-1968), son of William® Rathbone
(John”® Samuel® Elijah* Samuel*?
John'); earned a bachelor's degree in
1924 at Stanford University and gradu-
ated in 1920 from Yale College of Med-
icine; practiced in Los Angeles.

46. DR. SERENO RATHBURN (1804-
1876), son of Elijah® Rathburn (William®
Daniel* William*2 John'); probably stud-
ied medicine with his cousin, Dr. Alvin
Rathburn (above), and practiced at
Salem Township, Meigs County, Ohio.

Dr. Sereno Rathburn (left) and his medical kit (right), which
dates back some 150 years. The hand indicates the size of the
bag, which is about eight inches long and four inches wide. It
still contains all but one of the original bottles of medicine used

47. DR. SOLOMON RATHBUN (1764-
1849), son of Job* Rathbun (Joshua®
John?'); he was a tailor but in late life he
“‘invented” a machine which generated
an electric current, and which he used to
treat rheumatism and other diseases in
Allegany and Genesee counties, N.Y.

48. DR. THOMAS RATHBUN (1695-
1756), son of Thomas? Rathbun (John');
he was apparently a typical “herb doc-
tor” of his day in Exeter, R.l;in 1747, the
town council paid him four pounds for
“doctoring Hannah Bly,” the destitute
mother of an illegitimate child; he was
our family’s first “doctor.”

49. DR. VALENTINE RATHBUN (1843-
1872), son of Dr. Lorenzo Rathbun
(above); studied with his father, then
enrolled at the Kentucky School of Med-
icine, graduating in 1871; died a year
later.

50.DR. WALTER LATHAM RATHBUN
(1878-1949), son of Walter’ Rathbun
(Samuel®® Elijah* Samuel*? John'; see
separate story on his outstanding
career.

51. DR. WILLIAM RUFUS RATHBUN
(1885-1973), son of George® Rathbun
(Levant” Williams®* Benjamin** Joseph?
John'); graduated in 1909 from the Al-
bany Medical College of Union Univer-
sity, Albany, N.Y.; practiced in New York
state.

52. DR. WILLIAM T. RATHBUN
(1869-1935), son of Jesse’ Rathbun
(Joseph® Clark® Jonathan* John®2?");
graduated in 1892 from the University of
California Medical Department, San
Francisco; practiced at Colusa, Calif.

(A list of current family doctors will
appear in the next issue.)

by Dr. Rathburn, each neatly labeled. The bag is made from

leather and is badly deteriorated from age. It is owned by a
descendant, Doris (Rathburn) Prentice. Our thanks to Louise
(Rathburn) Duffey, also a descendant, who located the kit and
obtained these pictures for us.



Rathbun Doctor Credited
With Helping to End TB

Dr. Walter Latham Rathbun, one of
our many doctor cousins, is given major
credit for eliminating tuberculosis as one
of the most serious health threats in
America. His interest in the disease be-
gan when he himself was stricken with
TB when he was a young man.

Bornin Noank, Conn., in 1878, Walter
came from a long line of ocean-going
fishermen, and as a young boy worked
on his father’'s fishing schooner, har-
pooning swordfish and hauling in cod,
halibut and other deep-sea fish.

An excellent baseball player, he spent
some time with the semi-pro Boston
Specials, playing left field, batting in the
clean-up position and leading his league
in home-runs and RBI’s.

He was also an accomplished musi-
cian, playing the trombone in the Noank
Brass Band and later at Yale University,
where he earned a medical degree in
1903.

He interned at hospitals in New York
City and New Haven, Conn., but his
career came to a halt when he fell ill, and
diagnosed himself as having tubercu-
losis. He entered a sanitarium for the
only treatment then available — a “rest
cure.”

Upon his release, he worked for
nearly a year as an assistant in another
TB sanitarium, then opened a private
practice at Litchfield, Conn. He had to
give it up when he was stricken with a
recurrence of the disease.

After nine months at another sani-
tarium, where he also served as as-
sistant physician, he accepted an ap-
pointment to a New York hospital as an
assistant, and then in 1908 was named
assistant superintendent of the New
York City Sanitarium at Otisville, N.Y.
He was named superintendent four
years later.

By this time, he had decided to devote
his career to finding a cure for
tuberculosis.

As a member of the Naval Reserve,
he was called to duty when the U.S.
entered World War |, and was named
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senior surgeon for chest cases on a
troop ship. On eight trips, carrying sol-
diers back from Europe, he treated hun-
dreds of patients, some poison gas vic-
tims, some suffering with pneumonia,
but nearly 1000 with tuberculosis.

After the war, he returned to his fight
against TB, and in 1922 was named
superintendent of Newton Memorial
Hospital at Cassadaga, N.Y., in Chau-
tauqua County, which had the nation’s
highest death rate per capita from
tuberculosis.

His goal was to wipe out the disease,
and in the next two decades, his work
led to just that.

First, he ordered tuberculin tests for
all school children in the county, and
followed up with Xrays for all those with
positive reactions. He then went to work
on adults, to find those who were car-
riers of the disease. Using a portable
Xray machine, he set up regular clinics
in every city and town in the county. Free
clinics were held at the hospital, even on
Sundays, since working adults were not
available on week days.

He threw himself with such vigor into
the campaign that his own health suf-
fered. After working seven-day weeks,
without vacations, for eight years, he
suffered a severe tuberculosis remis-
sion. Surgery was ordered, and he was
left with a permanently collapsed right
lung.

The loss of a lung did not stop him. He
continued with his work and soon be-
came one of the nation’s top TB diag-
nosticians. From all over the country, he
was sent Xray films of difficult cases for
diagnosis. He never charged for this
service, considering it a labor of love.

He was one of the first to recognize
the need to isolate children with tu-
berculosis, and in the late 1920s, New-
ton Hospital built a special addition for
that purpose — naming it the Dr. Walter
L. Rathbun Children’s Pavillion. It pro-
vided for complete segregation of chil-
dren, and had facilities for housing en-
tire families when the need arose. He

Dr. Walter Latham Rathbun
(1878-1949)

also established a summer camp for
undernourished children, to provide
them with proper food, fresh air and
recreation.

Despite the great acclaim his efforts
brought him and the hospital, Dr. Rath-
bun still sought a way to eliminate TB
entirely. He began researching the “mir-
acle drugs” which had been developed
during and after World War Il. He and
his staff experimented feverishly, with
different drugs and different dosages,
and eventually hit pay dirt with Strep-
tomyicin in carefully controlled dosages.
Patients, literally on their death beds,
were released within six to eight weeks,
completely cured and with 30 or more
pounds of weight restored.

Within a few years, most of his own
patients were cured, and by the late
1940s TB sanitariums all over the coun-
try were being closed for a lack of new
victims. His dream of conquering tu-
berculosis had been achieved.

Sadly, Dr. Rathbun did not live long
enough to enjoy the final victory. He died
in 1949 after a year’s battle with-cancer.
Of all the many awards and commenda-
tions he received both before and after
his death, one of the most striking was
an editorial on his death in the Dunkirk
Evening Observer, published in Chau-
taugua County, where he did so much of
his work:

“Many hundreds of young adults in
Chautaugua County are not aware of



the debt they owe to the foresight and
vision of Dr. Walter L. Rathbun . . . per-
haps millions are unconscious of the
fact that they owe their health and well
being to this kindly physician who tri-
umphed for himself and countless
others in the battle against a dread dis-
ease. . . Few men deserve the adjective
‘great.’ Dr. Rathbun did. Great men are
not always lovable. They become too
aware of their greatness. Dr. Rathbun
never was. He remained to the end of
his days a simple, unaffected very hu-
man being, a typically genial and
friendly family doctor . . . his mind was
great; his heart was greater.”

(We thank our member, James P.
Rathbun, a son of Dr. Walter L. Rath-
bun, for providing the material for this
fascinating story of his father’s out-
standing life and achievements.)

Cancer Cure

(continued from page 5)

that is applied to cancerous tissue and
covered with a bandage. The paste
causes the cancerous tissue to atrophy
and slough off, precluding the need for
surgery. It has been used successfully
for about seven years in Portugal.”

A paste made from herbs, applied
directly to a cancer, and then covered
with a bandage until the cancer falls off!
Maybe John Parmiter was just a century
ahead of his time.

There is a rare disease known as
Rathbun’s Syndrome, or hypophospha-
tasia, characterized by low levels of al-
kaline phosphate in body tissues and
serum, resulting in stunted growth and
other problems. Does anyone know the
doctor for whom the disease was
named? (Thanks to Victor and Ruth
Streeter.)

Fred Amos Alexander Rathbun, 91, grins happily as he is presented with a pin for 65
years’ membership in Rhode Island’s Masonic Charity Lodge #23. Making the
presentation, in the Westerly nursing home where Fred lives, is the Lodge Master,
Edmund A. Britland. Fred is the father of our member, Ellen (Mrs. Elwyn) Kenyon,
and the brother of our members, Sadie Webster and Hazel Ritchie. The 65-year pin
is rare in the Masonic fraternity.

Reunions Held

The Spring Valley (Minnesota) Rath-
buns held their annual family reunion on
September 28. Descendants of Byron’
Rathbun (Gamaliel* Walter® Thomas**?
John') hosted the event, with 59 cousins
in attendance.Three great-grand-
children of Byron’s brother, John
Damon Rathbun, also attended, in-
cluding one of our new members, Elaine
Flathers. Also present were Ted and
Vera Thye of Burlington, lowa, Associa-
tion members, who met the Spring Val-
ley cousins at our Des Moines reunion in
August.Reelected were all the reunion
committee officers — President Marlin
Rathbun, Secretary Irma Rathbun and
Historian Sharon Jahn. Plans are
already under way for the 1986 reunion.

Descendants of Winfred P. Rathbun
(1884-1973) gathered at Presque lle,
Mich., July 25-27 for a family reunion.
Among them weie Winfred's four chil-
dren — Milton and Russell Rathbun,

and Muriel (Rathbun) Mercer, all mem-
bers of our Association, and Donald
Rathbun. Winfred was the son of Dutee®
Rathbun (George’ Joshua® Acors?®
Joshua*® John#'). Muriel Mercer re-
ported the arrival of a new grandson,
Alexander Richard Mercer, born June
18 and adopted by her son, Dr. Mark
William Mercer. Since then, Muriel has
again become a grandmother: Laura
Elizabeth Jensen was born Sept. 18 to
her daughter and son-in-law, Kurt and
Carol (Mercer) Jensen.

WANTED— Names of and information
on the children of Martha (Patty) Rath-
bun, who married Malachi Sanford, and
Mary (Molly) Rathbun, who married
Ezra Sanford. Both women were born
between 1764 and 1770 in Berkshire
County, Mass., and were daughters of
Amos* Rathbun (Joshua® John*') and
Martha Robinson.

11



Genealogy: The Sixth
Generation in America

16. VALENTINE WIGHTMAN® RATH-
BONE (Samuel® Joshua* Jonathan®
John?'), born Sept. 13, 1788, at Salem,
Conn., and moved as a young man to
Albany, N.Y. He married there on Sept.
11, 1814, Nancy Forsythe, bornin 1790,
parentage unknown. He was in the
wholesale grocery business in Albany
for many years. He died May 18, 1833,
at Clarkston, N.Y. Nancy died May 27,
1867, at Albany.

CHILDREN

HARRIET N., born in 1815; married
John H. Nichols.

LYDIA ANN, born July 31, 1816; died
Nov. 15, 1819.

LEWIS, born Feb. 13, 1818; married
(1) Lavinia Silliman, (2) Mary (Smyth)
Strong.

JOHN FINLEY, born Oct. 18, 1819;
married Mary A. (Baker) Allen.

JULIA ANN, born about 1821; mar-
ried (1) James Kennedy, (2) Rev.
__ Starkey.

SARAH F., born Nov. 1, 1824; died
Dec. 1, 1825.

FREDERICK F., born Oct. 1, 1828;
died July 12, 1829.

17. JARED LEWIS®* RATHBONE (Sam-
uel® Joshua* Jonathan® John?), born
Oct. 2, 1791, at Salem, Conn., and
moved as a young man to Albany, N.Y.
He married on June 26, 1834, Pauline
Noyes Penney, born May 27, 1809,
daughterof Joeland ___ Pen-
ney. He was associated in business with
his brother, Joel; served as a member of
the city council, and in 1839 was ap-
pointed mayor of the city. He was
elected mayor in 1840, the city’s first
elected mayor and the last appointed
mayor. He died May 13, 1845, at Al-
bany. His widow married Senator Ira
Harris in 1848, and died Dec. 2, 1875, in
Florida.
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CHILDREN

CHARLES, born July 25, 1835; died
Feb. 13, 1837.

HENRY REED, born July 1, 1837;
married Clara Hamilton Harris.

ANNA PAULINE, born Sept. 10,
1840; died Dec. 13, 1842.

JARED LAWRENCE, born Sept. 28,
1844; married Marie Atherton.

18. JOEL® RATHBONE (Samuel®
Joshua* Jonathan® John?'), born Aug. 3,
1806, moved to Albany as a young man
and clerked in the grocery business of
his brother, Valentine. He married on
May 5, 1829, Emeline Weld Munn, born
in 1810, daughter of Lewis and Louisa
(Weld) Munn. In 1827, he went into the
stove foundry business, and made a
fortune. He retired in 1841 and moved to
an estate at Bethlehem, south of the
city. He died Sept. 12, 1863, in Paris,
France. Emeline died Aug. 25, 1874.

CHILDREN

JARED LEWIS, born April 23, 1830;
died Aug. 20, 1831.

ERASTUS CORNING, born Jan. 11,
1832; died Feb. 2, 1832.

JOEL HOWARD, born June 11, 1835;
died unmarried on March 29, 1865. He
was an officer in the Marine Corps dur-
ing the Civil War.

SARAH, born Dec. 5, 1837; married
Gen. Frederick Townsend Nov. 19,
1863.

ALBERT, born May 27, 1841, died
Dec. 10, 1865, unmarried.

CLARENCE, born Nov. 17, 1844;
married Angelica Talcott.

EDWARD WELD, born Oct. 20, 1848;
died July 30, 1849.

19. TRUMAN® RATHBUN (Ashley®
Isaiah* Jonathan® John?'), born June 23,
1790, probably at Colchester, Conn. He
moved as a boy with his parents to Mad-
ison County, N.Y., and married, prob-
ably there, on July 11, 1819, Huldah

Lewis, born in 1800, ancestry unknown.
He had served five years in the Army,
including service in the War in 1812. He
moved by 1830 to Cicero, Onondaga
County, N.Y., and in 1836 to Calhoun
County, Mich. By 1840 he was in Lyons,
Oakland County, Mich., where he died
Oct. 27, 1856. His widow died May 14,
1878, in Plymouth or Livonia, Mich.

CHILDREN

GEORGE W., born May 15, 1820;
married Aurelia Hopkins.

DAUGHTER (name unknown); born
about 1825; died young.

WASHINGTON, born Aug. 28, 1828;
died March 6, 1829.

20.ISAIAH® RATHBUN (Ashley® Isaiah’
Jonathan® John?'), born July 4, 1792, in
Madison County, N.Y., and married
there July 4, 1822, Eleanor Fanny
Crownhart, born June 2, 1804, daughter
of George and Crownhart.
He served five years in the Army, in-
cluding service during the War of 1812,
and was described as six feet tall, with
blue eyes, brown, curly hair and light
complexion. He became a sergeant. He
moved by 1830 to Cicero, Onondaga
County, N.Y., and about 1836 to Bran-
don, Oakland County, Mich. He died
there April 18, 1864. His wife died in
Genesee County, Mich., on Sept. 10,
1880.

CHILDREN

MARY, born April 28, 1823; died May
12, 1823.

MARTHA (or MARY), born March 15,
1824; married Amilus Higley on March
10, 1848.

ISAIAH S., born May 12, 1825; mar-
ried (1) Clarinda Fox, (2) Electa Perkins.

AMANDA, born Nov. 17, 1826; mar-
ried John S. Matthews Oct. 6, 1846.

CHARLES, born Oct. 28, 1828; mar-
ried Gloria Deyo.



RILEY, born Aug. 27, 1830; married
Julia Fenner (or Fermer).

CHARLOTTE, born Feb. 20, 1832;
married Hiram A. Fenner (or Fermer).

HORATIO G. SPAFFORD, born April
16, 1834; married Ella Miller.

GEORGEW., born Feb. 2, 1836; mar-
ried Azuriah Lawrence.

CHAUNCEY O., born Feb. 21, 1837;
married Mae E. Higley.

WILLIAM H., born May 16, 1840; mar-
ried Clarissa E. Potter.

RUSSELL G., born May 17, 1842;
married Sarah

JAMES, born July 25, 1844, died Aug.
1, 1844.

MELVIN D., born June 15, 1845;
served in Civil War; no further informa-
tion.

MYRON COBB, born Sept. 11, 1847;
married Susan Wilson.

21. ASHLEY® RATHBUN (Ashley®
Isaiah* Jonathan® John?'), born in 1798
in Madison County, N.Y. He moved as a
young man to Salina, Onondaga
County, N.Y., where he married on July
4, 1824, Almira Garrison, daughter of
David and Garrison. They
moved in the 1830s to Groveland, Oak-
land County, Mich., where he died June
18, 1876. His wife had died two years
earlier on April 16, 1874.

CHILDREN

OSCAR J., born about 1827; married
Marinda Palmer.

DAVID HENRY, born March 28,
1830; married Cynthia Morse.

ALONZO, born in Sept. 1832; died
Oct. 16, 1846.

HARVEY B., bornin 1836; died March
19, 1899, unmarried.

IRVING E., born April 17, 1841; en-
listed in the Army at the outbreak of the
Civil War, was captured in 1864 and
died in a Confederate prison on Jan. 5,
1865.

CLARISSA EVA, born in 1844; no
further information.

22. HENRY (HARRY)® RATH-
BUN(Ashley® Isaiah* Jonathan® John?-"),
born Nov. 25, 1802, in Madison County,
N.Y., and moved as a young man to
Salina, Onondaga County, N.Y., where
he married about 1826 Elvira Deyo,

born about 1809, ancestry unknown. He
became a Methodist preacher and
moved in the 1830s to Brandon, Oak-
land County, Michigan, where he died
Oct. 3, 1840. His widow married on April
11, 1844, Ezra Herrick. Her death date
is not known.

CHILDREN

DAUGHTER (name unknown), born
about 1827; no further information.

DAUGHTER (name unknown), born
about 1829; no further information.

SARAH N., born about 1830; married
William Lawrence on May 3, 1849.

FRANCES, born Oct. 1, 1836; died
Dec. 15, 1854, unmarried.

POSSIBLY OTHERS, names un-
known.

23. JONATHAN® RATHBUN
(Jonathan® Isaiah* Jonathan® John?"),
born March 10, 1791, in Salem, Conn.
He married about 1823 Marie Smith,
born in 1803, parentage unknown. They
moved to New York City where he was
in the wholesale grocery business until
his death in January 1835. Cooley re-
ported that he had become wealthy but
lost a large part of his fortune. His widow
was living in Brooklyn in 1856, but noth-
ing more is known of her.

CHILDREN

DEMING LAMPHERE, born July 1,
1824; married Emily R. Demick.

THREE OTHERS, names unknown,
according to Cooley.

24. ADAMS® RATHBUN (Jonathan®
Isaiah* Jonathan® John?'), born July 11,
1792, at Salem, Conn., and married
there on Sept. 16, 1810, Phoebe Bab-
cock, born about 1785, daughter of Abel
and Elizabeth (Williams) Babcock. They
apparently lived for a few years in Ste-
phenstown, N.Y., but returned to Con-
necticut, where Phoebe died in 1836.
He married on Aug. 6, 1837, Henrietta
Payne, born about 1793, ancestry un-
known. He was a carpenter at Salem,
East Lyme and Norwich, all in Con-
necticut, and died at Norwich on Sept.
26, 1858. His second wife had died on
Aug. 6, 1851.

CHILDREN

(All by Phoebe)

JULIAN, born June 6, 1811; died Aug.
11, 1812.

JONATHAN ASHLEY, born June 2,
1812; married Amanda Foote.

LUCY B., born June 26, 1815; died
April 16, 1837, unmarried.

HERBERT DEMING, born April 16,
1816; married Joanna M. Turner.

JOHN ADAMS, born Nov. 29, 1818;
died Dec. 1831.

HANNAH ELIZABETH, born March 5,
1821; married Giles L. Turner on March
3, 1851.

ELLEN L., bornJune 2, 1823; married
William Wise Aug. 18, 1851.

JARED LEWIS, born May 28, 1827;
married Mary W. Twombley.

JULIETTEA., born Dec. 6, 1829; mar-
ried Thomas Sterry.

25. CHRISTOPHER P.* RATHBUN
(Jonathan® Isaiah* Jonathan® John?'),
born Aug. 2, 1794, at Salem, Conn., and
married there on Nov. 1, 1823, Lydia
Brown, born Aug. 4, 1805, daughter of
Reuben and Ruth (Clark) Brown. They
lived at Salem, where he died in April
1849. She married Seth Lathrop on Oct.
27, 1860, and died Aug. 23, 1876.

CHILDREN

REUBEN BROWN, born Sept. 4,
1825; married (1) Ellen Martin, (2) Jew-
ett -

ASHER DEMING, born in 1826; mar-
ried Elizabeth M. Pierce.

ISAIAH WILCOX, born Nov. 11, 1828;
married Emily Jane Austin.

JEREMIAH D., born May 10, 1835;
married Sarah J. Elliott.

JULIA (twin), born May 10, 1835; mar-
ried William Miner on May 13, 1854.

26. DEMING LAMPHERE® RATHBUN
(Jonathan® Isaiah* Jonathan® John?"),
born July 2, 1796, at Salem, Conn. He
moved as a young man to New York
City, then to Ohio by 1820. He was the
deputy clerk of the first court organized
in Sandusky County, Ohio. He moved to
Louisville, Ky., in 1830, and to Belpre,
Ohio, in 1835. He married March 25,
1823, Julia Howe Putnam, born July 1,
1796, daughter of Aaron and Charlotte

(continued on page 14)
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(continued from page 13)

(Loring) Putnam, and a granddaughter
of General Israel Putman. She died April
6, 1824, and he married on Nov. 3,
1825, her sister, Catherine H. Putnam,
bornJanuary 1, 1804. He died in 1852 at
Bernadotte, lll. Catherine died in March
1885, probably at Belpre.

CHILDREN

(By Julia)
JULIA PUTNAM, born Jan. 1, 1824,
died July 26, 1844.

(By Catherine)

ELIZABETH, born Jan. 1, 1827; mar-
ried Dr. William Beebe.

WILLIAM WALDO, born April 4, 1829;
married Julia Ferguson.

LORING PUTNAM, born Sept. 11,
1831; died July 6, 1850, of cholera at
Cincinnati.

DOUGLAS PUTNAM, born May 20,
1835; married (1) Ann Lasater, (2)
Louisa Rogers.

CHARLES DEMING, born July 6,
1840; married Marie Ames.

27. HIRAM G.* RATHBUN (Jonathan®
Isaiah* Joshua® John?'), born April 15,
1798, at Salem, Conn. He moved as a
young man to Bedford County, Virginia,
and married there on Feb.11, 1824,
Thurza Harrison, born about 1804, par-
entage unknown. They moved by 1840
to Jackson County, Tennessee, where
he apparently died in the 1840s. Thurza
was living in 1850 in Wilson County,
Tenn., and in 1860 in Davidson County,
Tenn. Her death date is not known.

CHILDREN

JOSIAH, born about 1827; alive in
1850; no further information.

MALINDA A., born about 1829; alive
in 1850 (Note: she could be Josiah's
wife rather than sister).

JULIA ANN, born about 1831; mar-
ried Raymond Proctor Dec. 2, 1852.

SARAH, born about 1837; married
John S. Martin on June 27, 1853.

THOMAS, born about 1840; married
Mary Garner.

RANSOM W., born about 1842; alive
in 1850; no further information.

JANE, born about 1846; alive in 1860;
no further information.
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New Data

One of our new members, Robb Os-
born, has provided birth dates from the
family bible of Perry® Rathbun (Edmund*
John®*?"), born in 1760, which gives
valuable additions to our family history.
The data corrects and adds to the infor-
mation on Perry and his family in Vol.3,
No. 2, Page 28.

The new information is found on a
scrap of paper written in 1827 and
copied from the bible by Perry’s daugh-
ter, Elsa, when she left home after her
marriage to John Calder on Oct. 25 of
that year. Here is what she wrote:

Perry Rathbun was born in the year
1760 July 1st.

Mercy Rathbun born October 13 in
the yr. 1766. (This was Mercy Babcock,
Perry’s wife, ancestry unknown).

Joseph Rathbun born February 28 in
the year 1784.

Polly Rathbun born April 27 in the
year 1786.

Alpheus Rathbun born May 3 in the
year 1788.

Simeon Rathbun born September 10
in the year 1790.

Edmund Rathbun born April 14 in the
year 17983.

Ebenezer Rathbun born March 14 in
the year 1796.

Mercy Rathbun born August 12 in the
year 1798.

John Rathbun born January 17 in the
year 1802.

Daniel Rathbun born April 29 in the
year 1805.

Elsa Rathbun born July 1stin the year
1807.

Electa Rathbun born October 20 in
the year 1810.

Alpheus and Daniel are hitherto un-
known sons, and both presumably died
fairly young. Unfortunately, Elsa did not
record any death dates. We previously
had only three of these birth dates, and
two of them were inaccurate. We also
listed some children that were not
Perry’s, but those of his oldest son,
Joseph.

Our sincere thanks to Robb Osborn
and to his ancestors who have kept this
valuable scrap of paper for more than
150 years.

Samuel Rathbun, son of Jeremiah*
Rathbun (Joseph*2 John'), had only one
daughter, not two, as reported in Vol. 4,
No. 4, Pages 60-61. His only daughter
was Sarah (Sally) Rathbun, born Dec. 7,
1792, who married (1) Benjamin Baker
on Oct. 2, 1808, and (2) James Vincent
about 1815, after Baker's death. Sally
died in Feb. 1847 at Norway, N.Y. Our
thanks to Margery Foss, who located a
descendant of Sally.

Mary Rathbun, daughter of Ebenezer*
Rathbun (Ebenezer® William? John'),
married Joseph Cross. She died Jan.
15, 1867, in Westerly, R.I.

Hannah Rathbun, daughter of John*
Rathbun (John*?'), apparently did not
marry her cousin, Samuel®* Rathbun
(Nathaniel** John?'), as we speculated
in Vol. 4, No. 2, Page 27. Hannah was
described as unmarried in her father's
first will, made in 1781, some six years
after Samuel’s mariage to an unidenti-
fied Hannah. Cooley reported that Han-
nah, the daughter of John* Rathbun,
married a Hawkins, but she was called
Hannah Rathbun in her father's second
will, dated in 1790. She may have mar-
ried a Hawkins late in life.

Corrections

Cornelia Rathbone, daughter of John®
Rathbone (Moses® Joshua* Jonathan®
John?'), did not marry F.W. Bert as re-
ported in our last issue on page 61. She
married Wilson Gee and was living in
Potter County, Pa., in 1880. Her sister,
Elizabeth Rathbone, was living with
Cornelia and her family. The Cornelia
who married F.W. Bert in 1842 is un-
identified. Also on page 61, Lucy (An-
derson) Ganson, who married Israel
Rathbone in 1821, was obviously born
in 1792, not 1892. Our thanks to John
Bowen.

The mother of Margaret Ashley, wife
of James® Rathbun (Valentine* Joshua®
John?'), was Jane Dutcher, not Butcher,
as reported in Vol. 3, No. 3, Page 45.
This was a typographical error and we
thank Rhea Lafferty for noticing it.



Obituaries

DIED—Sept. 5, 1985, Harold Fred
Rathbun, 66, of Shannock, R.l. He was
the son of Amos® Rathbun (Charles®
Amos’ Newman® Jonathan® John*'. A
retired textile worker and Army Air
Corps veteran of World War Il, he is
survived by his father; wife, Virginia; two
daughters, Judi Ann Richmond and Jen-
nifer Sweeney; two sons, Rex H. and
Jeffrey K; six grandchildren; two sisters,
Ellen Kenyon, one of our members, and
Jean M. Place, and two brothers,
Charles L. and Robert A.

DIED—July 8, 1985, Helen A. (Harris)
Rathbun, aged 92, at Pacific Grove,
Calif. She was the widow of Jay Willard®
Rathbun (George® Demornington’ Se-
bra® George® Job* Benjamin® Joseph?
John'). She is survived by two daugh-
ters, Elsie Phillips and Audrey Christian,
both members of our association; two
sons, Jay and David, and several grand-
children.

DIED—Oct. 21, 1985, Wilbur Charles
Rathbun, 22, in Providence, R.l. He was
the son of our members, Arnold and
Carol Rathbun, and is also survived by
two sisters, Beverly Anderson and Beth-
any L. Rathbun, and a brother, William
E. Rathbun. Wilbur was a student at
Worcester Polytechnic Institute when
he was taken ill with encephalitis more
than two years ago. His father, Arnold, is
the son of Ernest® Rathbun (Charles®
Seneca’ John® Joseph® Joshua*
John¥27),

DIED—August 9, 1985, Ira George
Rathbun, 89, in Virginia, Minn. He was
the son of Wiliam Ransom® Rathbun
(George’ Ransom® Daniel® Joshua?,
John?'). A Navy veteran of World War |
and an active Mason, he is survived by
his wife, Ramona; three daughters,
Mary Lou Sharp, one of our members;
Ramona Brandt, and Ruth Littmann; 16
grandchildren, including our member
Nancy' Holesapple; six great-grand-
children; a brother, Robert Rathbun,
and two sisters, Gertrude Hamer and
Eleanor Craig.

DIED—Sept. 5, 1985, Howard Herbert
Rathbun, 95, at Bad Axe, Mich. He was
the son of Valentine’ Rathbun (Horace®
William® Daniel* Joshua® John?'). He
was a farmer all his life and a Mason for
74 years. Survivors include three sons,
Chester, Gerald and Allen; four daugh-
ters, Ariene Regentine, Ruth Knolls,
Mary Vatter and Mildren Strauss; 27
grandchildren, including our member,
Dale Rathbun, and 21 great-grand-
children. His last surviving brother, Ver-
non, died two months earlier.

DIED—August 9, 1985, Missoula
(Pierce) Rathbone, 84, at Dallas, Texas.
She was the widow of Dr. Ralph Rhett?
Rathbone (John” Gideon® Edmund®*
John®*?"). She is survived by two chil-
dren, John Quincy Rathbone and An-
toinette McCreary, both members of our
association; four grandchildren, and
three brothers. Her husband, Dr. Ralph
Rhett Rathbone, was a brother of Frank-
lin P. Rathbone, founder of the first
Rathbone Family Historian in 1892.

DIED—Feb. 15, 1985, Dorothy Rath-
bun, aged 77, at Fremont, Ohio. She
was the wife of Robert L. Rathbun, son
of George® Rathbun (George®’ Jona-
than® Edmund® Jonathan* John*?"). In
addition to her husband, she is survived
by five children — Robert, David, Diane,
Susan and John — and several grand-
children.

DIED—Nov. 2, 1985, Allie (Rathbun)
Hamm, 98, in Fallon, Nevada. She was
the daughter of Edmund Cooper® Rath-
bun (John”® Thomas® John* Samuel
Thomas? John') and Ida (Smith) Rath-
bun, and the widow of Benjamin F.
Hamm, who died in 1951. She is sur-
vived by two daughters, Ruth Robson
and Evelyn Pattison, both of Fallon;
seven grandchildren, several great-
grandchildren and one great-great-
grandchild. Burial was in Poland, N.Y.

People

PAUL HENRY RATHBUN is not de-
ceased, as reported in our July issue on
page 47. He is alive and well in Superior,
Neb., and is a member of our Associa-
tion. We apologize for this error.

ROLAND RATHBUN and his wife, Ale-
cia, of Ballston Spa, N.Y., celebrated
their 40th wedding anniversary on Oct.
14, 1985. He is the son of Frank
Wilkins'® Rathbun (Herbert® Francis®
Joshua’ Abraham® Joshua®** John?").

DR. MARY ANNE RATHBUN and
Robert Jay MacCaughelty were married
in September 1984 at Charlotte, N.C.
She is the daughter of John® Rathbun
(Lewis®*’” Ransom® Daniel*>* Joshua®
John?").

ELLEN GARDNER BROWN has writ-
ten and published a 152-page book,
with index, on the Ancestors and De-
scendants of Henry Wood Gardner and
Mary Brown® Rathbone (Stephen’
Joshua® John?'). Copies may be or-
dered from Mrs. Brown, at 463 South
Country Club Drive, Atlantis, Fla. 33462,
for $20 plus $1.50 for postage. Mrs.
Brown is the daughter of Rathbone
Gardner, son of Henry and Mary.

LAPRELLE (RATHBONE) Weather-
ford and Robert Price Weatherford of
Phoenix, Ariz., celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary on Sept. 19, 1985.
LaPrelle is the daughter of Virgil
Eugene® Rathbone (Albert” Amos®®
Thomas*?® John?').

OPAL RATHBONE of Florida won
$1,783,817 on a slot machine Sept. 6,
1985, in Atlantic City. A 46-year-old
nurse’s aide, she is the wife of Harry
Rathbone. Does anyone know this lucky
couple?

DENISE RATHBUN of Deltona, Florida,
was reported the early runner-up in a
women’s professional bowling competi-
tion held in September at Syracuse,
N.Y. She had rolled an impressive 1392
in the first six games, 61 pins behind the
leader. Does anyone know Denise?
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DALEN J. RATHBUN and Trudi Jantz
were married May 25, 1985. Dalen is the
son of the late Delbert® Rathbun (New-
ton® Elon” John® Alfred® Job* Benjamin®
Joseph? John').

BETTYE RATHBONE of Austin, Texas,
notes that the Roger Williams Family
Association is seeking family records of
descendants of Roger Williams’ daugh-
ter, Mary, who married John Sayles.
The information will be compiled as a
Rhode Island Tricentennial project next
year. All descendants of Joshua® Rath-
bun (John?') and his second wife, Mary
Wightman, are descended from Mary
Williams and John Sayles. If you qualify,
and would like to be included, send your
records to R.F. Eggers Jr., 208 West
Milton Ave., P.O. Box 208E, Rahway,
N.J. 07065.

EDWARD C. (TED) RATHBUN pur-
chased a Rathbone family crest ring
from Tiffany and Company, in Chicago.
He reports that the company has kept
the pattern and can make new ones on
order. For information, prices, etc., write
Tiffany and Company, 715 North Michi-
gan Avenue, Chicago, lll. 60611.

ARTHUR SCHROECK of Whitehouse
Station, N.J., was the musical arranger
for Liza Minnelli's current road show,
now touring the country. Art’s other
musical achievements were outlined in
our January 1984 issue.

MYRTLE RATHBUN of Hulett, Wyom-
ing, was in charge of a senior citizens’
group which published a 250-page book
marking the centennial of Crook County,
Wyoming. It was such a success, a sec-
ond edition is in the making. Myrtle is the
widow of Arthur® Rathbun (Lorenzo’
Elon® Alfred® Job* Benjamin® Joseph?
John').

ANDRE OPELA and Julie Mead were
married Oct. 19, 1985. Andre is a son of
the late Carol Jean™ Rathbun (George®
William® George’ Ransom® Daniel**
Joshua® John?') and Francis Raymond
Opela.

km

KAREN RATHBUN and Thomas R
Celio were married July 27, 1985, in
Little Falls, N.Y. She is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. William Davis™ Rathbun
(Lorenzo® George® Thomas’ John®
Thomas® John* Samuel®* Thomas?
John').

RITA RATHBUN and Daniel Thisius
were married December 6, 1985, at
Wells, Minn. Rita is the daughter of
Jonathan David®* Rathbun (Jonathan®
George® Jonathan’ Thomas®® John*
Samuel® Thomas? John') and his former
wife, now Mrs. James Brauer.



