























looking for the stolen mules. Hamper
sent the other two soldiers back along
Beaver Creek (where they were am-
bushed and killed by Indians a few hours
later), while he and Rathbun continued
the search along Driftwood Creek.

Both men were carrying Colt 45 six-
shooters, and also had Winchester car-
bines in their saddle scabbards. Finding
no sign of the missing mules, they
started back toward Beaver Creek. On
the way, they met some of Chief Dull
Knife’s Cheyennes — either two or four,
according to different versions of the
story.

The Indians appeared peaceful, so
Rathbun and Hamper were wary but
friendly. Using sign language, they
asked the Indians about the missing
mules. The Indians replied that they had
not seen them, and then asked for
tobacco. They were given some, hands
were shaken, and Rathbun and Hamper
turned to ride away. They had only gone
a few feet when Rathbun heard the click
of a rifle hammer being cocked.

An experienced frontier scout, he
recognized the sound immediately. He
shouted a warning to Hamper and flung
himself down the right side of his horse.
A bullet ripped through his coat, just
under his left arm, but he was unhurt.
Hamper was not so lucky. He had not
responded quickly enough to Rathbun'’s
shout, and a bullet struck him in the
back, tore through one of his lungs, and
out his chest. He fell to the ground, blood
spurting from his back and chest.

Rathbun reached over and grabbed
the reins of Hamper’s horse, along with
his own, looping them over his left arm
as he reached for his revolver with his
right hand. The horses, terrified at the
gunfire, reared up in panic, and Rathbun
lost control of them. He was thrown to
the ground and both horses galloped
away, taking the two carbines with them.
He whipped out his revolver to defend
himself from the Indians, but to his
amazement, they rode off in pursuit of
the horses.

Knowing they would return, Rathbun
half-dragged, half carried his wounded
companion to a nearby buffalo wallow,
where he could put up a defense. A
short time later, the Indians did return,
and immediately opened fire on Rath-
bun’s position. For the next several
hours, Rathbun held the Indians off,
using both his gun and Hamper’s. They

made several charges, but were driven
back each time. In one attack, Rathbun
killed one of their horses, which fell a few
feet from the wallow. He knew he had
also hit at least one of the Indians.

Sometime during the afternoon,
Hamper died. He knew he could not
survive, and at one point, grabbed
Rathbun’s hand and whispered: “Pat,
take care of my wife and children.”
Rathbun promised he would.

As dusk fell, Rathbun had used up
almost all his shells. He was down to
about six, and he wanted to save one for
himself. He well knew how Indians
treated their prisoners. But his luck held
out. Indians did not like to fight at night,
and by the time it was dark, they had
gone.

Rathbun slipped out of the wallow,
made his way to Beaver Creek, and
followed it back to the settlements in
Decatur County. Two days later, he re-
turned with several men to the site, and
buried Hamper’s body.

He had the grim task of telling Ham-
per's wife of her husband's death, and
he no doubt told her of Hamper's re-
quest that Rathbun “take care of my wife

and children.” Rathbun definitely fulfilled
his promise to the dying Hamper.

On June 13, 1880, Patrick Henry
Rathbun and Mary Catherine (McKen-
zie) Hamper were married. Rathbun be-
came the stepfather of Hamper's five
children, and in the next nine years, he
and Mary had three children of their own
— Harry, Edward and Goldie.

Pat Rathbun died in 1898. Mary
(Hamper) Rathbun died in 1909. They
are both buried at Oberlin, Kansas. Fred
Hamper still lies buried near the place
where he died, one of nearly 60 whites
killed in the hectic days of 1878.

(We thank three members of our As-
sociation for helping to compile the in-
formation and pictures for this fasci-
nating story — lvalee (Rathbun) Horne,
a great-granddaughter of Pat and Mary
(Hamper) Rathbun; Florence Vul-
gamore, their granddaughter, and
Glenn E. Rathbun, a grandson of Pat’s
younger brother, Benjamin, who mar-
ried Nancy Callie Hamper, one of Pat’s
stepdaughters, “making me,” he proudly
points out, “both a Rathbun and a
Hamper.”).

This picture, taken in 1909, shows the three children of Pat and Mary (Hamper)
Rathbun, and Mary’s five children by Fred Hamper, her first husband, who was killed
in the Indian fight. Seated, from left, are Florence Hamper, Goldie Rathbun, Harry
Rathbun and Callie Hamper, who married Pat's brother, Benjamin. Standing, from
left, are Lewis Hamper, Fred Hamper Jr., Edward Rathbun and Richard Hamper.

41



Genealogy: The Sixth
Generation in America

42. JOHN TILLINGHAST® RATHBUN
(Clark® Jonathan* John*?'), born Aug.
18, 1790, at West Greenwich, R.l., and
moved with his parents as a boy to
Pennsylvania and then to Clark County,
Ohio. He married Jan. 21, 1809, in
Trumbull County, Ohio, Lydia Brown,
born Dec. 11, 1784, daughter of Caleb
and Polly Brown. He served in the Ohio
Militia during the War of 1812, and was
described as five feet, ten inches tall,
with blue eyes and dark hair. He and
Lydia lived for a time in Champaign
County, Ohio, and then in the 1820s
moved to Pike Township, Madison
County, Ohio, where they were among
the first settlers. John became a
Methodist preacher and is considered
the founder of the Barren Run Methodist
Church, in Pike Township. He was also
a “steam doctor,” and erected a small
building where he gave steam treat-
ments. Lydia died Oct. 21, 1839, at
Rosedale, Ohio, and he was married
April 30, 1840, in Brown Township,
Franklin County, to Elizabeth (Hayden)
Downing, born Oct. 6, 1804, a widow
whose parentage is unknown. He died
in Brown Township on Jan. 30, 1850.
Elizabeth died there Dec. 22, 1882.

CHILDREN

(By Lydia)

CHARLES, born Oct. 4, 1809; mar-
ried (1) Elizabeth Russell, and (2) Mar-
garet Nicholson.

LEVI, born May 28, 1811; married
Eliza Mitchell.

AMOS, born Oct. 16, 1812; died Sept.
29, 1822.

NELSON, born Jan. 14, 1814; mar-
ried Eleanor Fox.

ABIGAIL, born Nov. 27, 1815; died
Nov. 11,7 1839, unmarried.

SARAH, born May 27, 1817; married
Luke Clemens.

STRANGE HARMON GRIFFIN, born
Jan. 15, 1819; married Alzina Hall.
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(By Elizabeth)

LEMUEL BANCHER, born April 5,
1842; married Kate Cary.

WILLIAM SIMMONS, born March 28,
1844; died Oct. 23, 1858.

43. JOSEPH SHARPE® RATHBUN
(Clark® Jonathan* John*?"), born Feb.
20, 1797, in Butler County, Pa., and
moved with his parents as a boy to Clark
County, Ohio. He moved as a young
man to Mechanicsburg, Champaign
County, and was married there on
March 4, 1824, to Mary Blackner Davis,
born July 10, 1805, daughter of Jesse
and Mary (Blackner) Davis. He taught
school there for several years, and then
became a merchant. He was elected the
town’s first mayor in 1834, but resigned
the post in 1836 to move to Liberty in
Logan County. In 1840, he and his fam-
ily moved to Middletown, in Montgomery
County, Missouri. Mary died there on
May 13, 1844, and on March 30, 1845,
he was married to Rebecca Pearl, a
widow born about 1804, ancestry un-
known. In 1853, he decided to move to
California. His wife was reluctant, but he
promised her that they would return to
Missouri if she did not like California
after five years. In the summer of 1853,
they set off for California, driving a large
herd of cattle, and riding in wagons
pulled by ox teams. After a five-month
journey, they arrived in Sonora County,
California, with one of the first herds of
cattle in the state. They settled near
Petaluma, where Joseph operated a
stock and dairy farm and built a cheese
factory. He became a prominent citizen,
and was elected to the State Legislature
in 1855 on the American Party Ticket. In
1858, recalling Joseph's promise, Re-
becca declared that she did not like
California and wanted to return to Mis-
souri. He sold his farm and cheese fac-
tory, and returned with her to Missouri,
settling in Franklin County, 40 miles
from St. Louis. In the summer of 1866,
he was thrown from his carriage, and

died from his injuries the following Dec.
21. Rebecca survived him, but her death
date is not known. Most of his children
remained in California, or returned there
after his death.

CHILDREN

(All by Mary)

JULIA, born Nov. 23, 1824; married
Augustus S. Mermod on Oct. 15, 1851.

HENRIETTA, born March 8, 1826;
died Nov. 30, 1851.

TEMPERANCE, born Nov. 27, 1827;
died Aug. 27, 1835.

ERSKINE, born Sept. 23, 1829; mar-
ried Cynthia Boyle.

EDWIN DAVIS, born April 24, 1831;
married Catharine Donaldson.

JESSE DAVIS, born March 22, 1833;
died Aug. 15, 1833.

EMILY, born May 21, 1834; died
March 22, 1835.

RUTH, born Feb. 4, 1836; died Oct.
13, 1843.

DAVIS LINCOLN, born Aug. 25,
1838; married Rosanna O’Brien.

ABIGAIL HUNT, born Oct. 26, 1840;
died unmarried Jan. 16, 1914. She was
a teacher for many years in St. Louis
and California.

JESSE PERRIN, born Nov. 8, 1842;
married Mary Johns.

44. STEPHEN ALLEN® RATHBUN
(Clark® Jonathan* John*?"), born June 8,
1799, in Browndale, Butler County, Pa.,
and moved with his parents as a boy to
Clark County, Ohio. He became a
Methodist Episcopal minister, and
settled in Addison, Gallia County, Ohio.
He married there on June 26, 1827,
Mary (Van Zant) Bing, born March 12,
1786, daughter of Elijah and Elnora
(Wilson) Van Zant, and widow of James
Bing. He was an itinerant preacher for
many years, and died April 5, 1853, at
Cheshire, Ohio. Mary died a year later,
April 16, 1854, at Green Brier, Va.



CHILDREN

JAMES BING, born June 22, 1828;
died Nov. 11, 1840.

MARY ABIGAIL, born May 4, 1830;
married Rev. Albert G. Byers on Dec. 7,
1852.

45. JONATHAN® RATHBUN (Jona-
than54 John321), born about 1787 in
Tyringham, Mass., and moved with
his parents as a young man to Avon,
N.Y. He married there about 1810
Mary (Polly) Higbee, born about 1790,
parentage unknown. He died about
1816, probably at Avon. Polly moved to
Portage County, Ohio, where on Oct.
30, 1817, she married Enoch Judson.
Her death date is not known.

CHILD

MARY CALISTA, born about 1814;
married Leonard Aldrich on July 2,
1848.

46. CLARK® RATHBUN (Jonathan5+
John®2"), born Oct. 8, 1789, at
Tyringham, Mass., and moved with
his parents to Avon, N.Y. He served
in the War of 1812 in the Battle of
Lundy’s Lane, and married soon after-
ward Maria Woodruff, born about 1792,
parentage unknown. They moved with
his father to Sandusky County, Ohio,
but returned to New York and settled at
Seneca Falls, where Maria died about
1825. He was married about 1827 to
a wife who lived only one year, whose
name is unknown. He was married
a third time about 1829 to Nancy
Barlow, born about 1807, parentage
unknown. They moved by 1840 to Clark
County, Ohio, and in 1845 to Mackford,
Marquette County, Wisconsin. He died
there in 1876 and Nancy about the
same time.

CHILDREN

(By Maria)

CAROLINE, born
married John Chapel.

MARIA, born about 1816; married
Peter Van Ness Dec. 30, 1836.

ORRIN, born about 1820; no known

about 1814;

marriage; he moved to New Haven,
Conn., and died there some time after
1855.

(By Nancy)
RANDOLPH, born about 1830;
married Theresa Emily Menroy

(spelling of her surname questionable).

ANNA MARETTA, born about 1836;
apparently died young.

HANNAH JANE, born about 1838;
married Francis Shephard.

FRANCES ADELIA, born about
1845; married _____ Shephard.

47. CHAPLIN® RATHBUN (Jonathan®+
John®2") born July 4, 1793, in
Tyringham, Mass., and moved with his
parents to Avon, N.Y, as a young man.
He served as a drummer in the War
of 1812, and was married about 1812
at Buffalo, N.Y., to Lucinda L. Sutliff,
born April 3, 1792, daughter of Gad and
Catharine (Squire) Sutliff. They moved
by 1820 to Lorain County, Ohio, and
about 1824 joined his father at Green
Creek, Sandusky County, Ohio. He
was described as a large man with a
hardy constitution and muscular frame.
Lucinda died July 29, 1852, at Green
Creek, and Chaplin on Jan. 1, 1863 (or
possibly 1865).

CHILDREN

SAXTON SQUIRE, born June 3,
1813; married Barbara Elizabeth Huss.

JANETTE, born May 19, 1815;
married James Cleveland on March 3,
1831.

CATHARINE, born May 3, 1818;
married Christian Huss on July 5, 1837.

LUCINDA, born Oct. 14, 1819;
married (1) Morris Lemmon in 1837,
and (2) David Lemmon in 1846.

JONATHAN, born about 1822; died
about 1829, aged seven.

SARAH, born Dec. 5, 1825; married
Hasael Foster on March 4, 1841.

ELIZA, born Feb. 2, 1827; married
John Hunter on Sept. 12, 1847.

CHAPLIN BRUCE, born March 10,
1831; married (1) Roxie Tucker, and (2)
Rose Hearl.

48. LUCIUS® RATHBUN (Jonathan*
John321), born April 11, 1800, and
moved with his parents as a boy to
Avon, New York. He moved as a young
man to Cayahoga County, Ohio, where
he married on July 26, 1821, Rhoda
Gillette, born Aug. 15, 1803, daughter
of Wilkes Gillette. They moved to Green
Creek, Sandusky County, Ohio, near
his father. In 1841, after fathering 11
children by Rhoda, he left her to move
west with Sarah Glick, the family maid,
who he then married. He was a most
unusual man and we are planning a
separate story on his life. He died July
2, 1875, in Cass County, Michigan,
where Sarah died March 14, 1891.
Rhoda, his first wife, died Oct. 27,
1871.

CHILDREN

(By Rhoda)

JONATHAN, born about 1822; died
in 1832 of smallpox.

DERWIN, born Dec. 18, 1823;
married Harriet Burdick.

FRANKLIN (twin), born Dec. 18,
1823; married Louise Tucker.

LUCIUS LAFAYETTE, born Nov. 18,
1825; married (1) Orpha Judson, and
(2) Julia (Jordan) Rathbun, widow of his
brother, Vortimer.

WILKES GILLETTE, born Feb. 20,
1829; married (1) Naomi Clark; (2)
Jane A. Ward; (3) Hattie Sage, and (4)
Jennette (Allen) Hughes.

JAMES, born about 1831; died about
1836, aged five.

MARTIN, born March 22, 1833;
married Sarah Simerson.

VORTIMER, born July 5, 1834;
married Julia Jordan.

EMERETTE ELIZABETH, born July
3, 1836; married Samuel Baker on
March 23, 1853.

MARGUERETTA, born July 3, 1836
(twin); died July 24 1836.

EMELINE, born Oct. 16, 1840; mar-
ried James G. Hayden on March 4,
1860.

(By Sarah)

FRANCIS B., born Feb. 15, 1842;
married Julia Ann Hall.

NORMAN, born Sept. 23, 1843;
married (1) Emily J. Bonnell, and (2)
Jane E. Fallayda.

(continued on page 44)
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HARRIET, born Jan. 30, 1845; died
1850.

CAROLINE, born Feb. 20, 1846; mar-
ried Thomas Higgins, July 4, 1867.

EMMA B., born in 1847; married
Nicholas Wadsworth in 1873.

CLARK, born Feb. 12, 1848; married
Carrie Earl.

WARREN, born Sept. 20, 1849; died
Sept. 9, 1851.

RODNEY, born Oct. 8, 1853; married
Nancy Ann Gifford.

49. MARTIN DUDLEY® RATHBUN
(Jonathan34 John®2), born June 17,
1807, at Avon, N.Y., and married there
Feb. 13, 1834, Frances Harvey, born
Dec. 29, 1815, daughter of Mark and
Nancy (Goodin) Harvey. They moved
a short time later to Sandusky County,
Ohio, and then in 1842 to Cass County,
Mich. He died there Nov. 24, 1866,
and Frances married Daniel M. Fisher
on July 8, 1873. She died in 1899.

CHILDREN

GEORGE FRANCIS, born July 17,
1835; married Fallie Jordan.

MARY ELIZABETH, born May 1,
1839; married Joseph Garwood on
Dec. 25, 1860.

ALVIRA LYDIA, born April 4, 1841;
married Madison Fisher.

ALMIRA M., born Feb. 11, 1843; died
Aug. 23, 1851.

MARK HARVEY, born Aug. 22,
1846; died Aug. 25 1851.

HENRY RILEY, born June 1, 1848;
married Kalily Richardson.

MARTHA ARLETTA, born June 22,
1850; died Sept. 9, 1854.

LEWIS MARTIN, born Jan. 11, 1852;
died Oct. 11, 1854.

EMMA DETTE, born Dec. 7, 1853;
married Almerion Parks on Nov. 8,
1876.

ADDIE PERDITTI, born April 4,
1859; died April 1, 1865.

man to Cayahoga County, Ohio. He
married there March 9, 1817, Laura
Stewart, born about 1797, parents
unknown. He owned a farm of 200
acres on the Ohio Canal in Newburg,
but had to sell it in 1829 due to
financial insolvency. A number of other
farmers had the same problem, due
to a financial recession. He died at
Newburg Aug. 24, 1843. Laura died
there in the spring of 1849.

CHILDREN

ALONZO WILLIAM, born Sept. 27,
1818; married Mary Ann Miles.

STEWART, born Nov. 9, 1821;
married Laura Carter.

CORYDON LAFAYETTE, born Sept.
10, 1826; married Amelia Carter.

JOHN PEARSON, born in February
1829; married (1) Cordelia A. Larcomb,
and (2) Ellen Hitchcock.

51. ERASTUS® RATHBUN (Joseph’
Jonathan* John®27), born June 23,
1795, in Duanesburg, N.Y. He enlisted
in the Army for the War of 1812 but
took sick and never served. He married
about 1815 Sally Lilley, born in 1800,
parentage unknown. They moved soon
after their marriage to Newburg, Ohio,
where Erastus became a miller. They
moved by 1830 to Monroe, Ashtabula
County, Ohio, where Sally died in 1863
and Erastus on May 24, 1876.

CHILDREN

SYLVESTER L., born May 17, 1817;
married Fannie E. Kent.

LAVINA, born in June 1822; married
William Tinker.

GEORGE W., born Jan. 15, 1825;
married Maria Collins.

JOSEPH, born about 1830; died
aged three.

ADELIA MELISSA, born Sept. 14,
1836; married Lebbius Lothrop Skinner
on Nov. 24, 1853.

50. PEARSON® RATHBUN (Joseph?®
Jonathan* John®?7'), born March 8,
1793, at Duanesburg, N.Y. He served
as a sergeant in the War of 1812, and
then moved with his parents as a young
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52. MILTON® RATHBUN (Joseph®
Jonathan* John®2'), born June 6,
1797, probably at Hartford, Ontario
County, N.Y. He served in the War
of 1812 in the New York Militia. He

moved to Newburg, Ohio, about 1817
with his parents and married there on
Jan. 22, 1818, Laura Aiken, born about
1799, daughter of George and Tamizen
(Higgins) Aiken. He died August 14,
1822, when he was overcome by
poisonous gasses while cleaning a 20-
foot well. Laura married on April 11,
1825, Marvin Cochran, by whom she
had eight children. She died August 8,
1882, at Newburg.

CHILDREN

NATHAN H., born Feb. 15, 1819;
married (1) Mary Susan Higgins, and
(2) Martha (Glover) Pepper.

ALMIRA, born in 1821; married
Marvin Miner on Feb. 11, 1838.

53. JOSEPH® RATHBUN (Joseph®
Jonathan* John321), born March 10,
1813, at Caledonia, Genesee County,
N.Y., and moved with his family as a
young boy to Newburg, Ohio. He was
married March 28, 1836, at Franklin,
Ohio, to Sarah Olivia Brown, born
June 13, 1817, daughter of Charles
Brown. They lived for many years in
Ashtabula County, Ohio, and moved in
1857 to Elk, Delaware County, lowa,
where he died Oct. 2, 1858. Sarah
returned to Ohio and later moved to
Branch County, Michigan, where she
died sometime after 1880 at the home
of her son, Edward.

CHILDREN

OLIVIA, born Jan. 31, 1837; married
Lewis Fox on Feb. 8, 1855.

FRANCIS MARION, born March 31,
1838; died July 17, 1858.

CHARLES DAVID, born April 9,
1842; married Alice E. Fox.

JOSEPH PEARSON, born Feb. 26,
1844; married (1) Margaret Butts, and
(2) Eva Stanton.

ELECTA ALICE, born May 30, 1846;
married James Johnson on June 22,
1871.

DEBORAH HARRIET, born Aug. 23,
1848; died Sept. 20, 1851.

ELLEN ELMIRA, born June 3, 1852;
married Edward Ward on June 9, 1870.



EDWARD RICHARD, born June 3,
1852 (twin); married Alta J. Ellis.

MARIETTA RUTH, born Aug. 8,
1855; married Frank H. Lee on April 10,
1881.

54. GIDEON CLARK® RATHBUN
(Paris® Gideon* John®2"), born about
1785 at Exeter, R.l. (This family
was not covered by Cooley and the
data has been assembed from census
and other records. More research is
needed!) He moved w’ith his parents
to Vermont as a young boy and was
married, probably in Vermont about
1807, to Sarah White, born about
1790, parentage unknown. They lived
for a time in Granville, Washington
County, and York, Livingston County,
and then settled by 1840 at Geneseo in
Livingston County, all in New York. He
is described in the Revolutionary War
pension papers of his mother as “an in-
temperate, wandering man,” and fought
with his brothers and sisters over the
pension rights. Both he and Sarah were
living in 1857 at Geneseo. Their death
dates are not known.

CHILDREN

?AMANDA, born about 1808;
married Albert Perry on June 8, 1837.

?ALMERON, born about 1810;
married Jane Martin.

RICHARD, born about 1812; married
(?) Ann

NATHANIEL, born March 22, 1814;
married Almira (Boynton) May, possibly
his second wife.

HARRISON, born about 1816;
married Mary Ann Bennett.

PARIS, born Aug. 4, 1829; married
Effie Van Valkenberg.

OTHERS, names unknown.

55. AMOS® RATHBONE (Paris®
Gideon* John®2'), born about 1799
at Exeter, R.l., and moved with his
parents first to Vermont, then to
New York State, and finally settled
at German in Chenango County. He
was married there about 1825 to Eliza
Hamilton, born in 1804, daughter of
Squire and Nancy Hamilton. He died at
German by 1860. Eliza died at nearby
McDonough on Jan. 1, 1876.

CHILDREN

ISAAC H., born in November
1829; married Adelia’ Rathbun (Allen®5
Gideon* John32)

?LYDIA, born about 1832; married
George Carpenter on June 1, 1849.

RUTH M., born in 1834; married
Charles Sheldon on Nov. 28, 1856.

SARAH E., born about 1836; no fur-
ther data.

MARY |., born about 1840; married
Francis Selgraph.

NANCY ADELAID, born about 1843;
died Aug. 15, 1858.

CHARLES E., born in February
1846; married Mary Kenyon.

56. LYMAN® RATHBUN (Paris®
Gideon* John32"), born about 1802 in
Washington County, N.Y. He married
about 1822 Diana , born about
1802, parentage unknown. They settled
at Oxford, Chenango County, N.Y.,
where both were still alive in 1880.
Their death dates are not known.

CHILDREN

PHILANDER, born July 6, 1823;
married (1) Sarah Minerva Randall, and
(2) Margaret Burrows.

WARREN B., born June 26, 1825;
died unmarried May 21, 1901.

?EUNICE, born about 1825 (twin?);
married Joseph Squires on April 6,
1848.

LYMAN, born about 1827; married
Susan Crandall.

SUSAN E., born about 1830; married
— Herrick by 1865.

SIMEON G., born about 1832;
married Rosanna J. .

RUBY A., born about 1834; no fur-
ther data.

JAMES, born about 1839; died April
6, 1865, of smallpox.

57. GIDEON® RATHBUN (Job®
Gideon* John®2"), born July 19, 1792,
in Pennsylvania, and moved with his
parents as a boy to Newark, Licking
County, Ohio. He married there on
Nov. 14, 1812, Sarah Ann Delzell, born
about 1794, parentage unknown. He
served in the Ohio Militia in the War
of 1812, and died in Newark on March
1, 1836. Sarah later moved to Porter

County, Indiana, where she was living
in 1860. Her death date is not known.

CHILDREN

SARAH, born Sept. 12, 1813;
married Jacob Tederick by 1839.

JAMES, born in 1815; died a month
later.

JOHN, born May 7, 1817; married
Hannah Horn.

CASTINE, born July 8, 1823; married
Andalusia Gould.

GEORGE, born Feb. 6, 1827;
married Isabel .

WILLIAM, born Oct. 23, 1829;
married Ellen McCurdy.

(to be continued)

This picture, sent to us by Jim Stites,
was purchased by Jim's nephew at a
garage sale. On the back, in clear let-
ters, is wrtten, “Mrs. E.J. Rathbun-
Cordova, Ill.” We have decided that the
initials must be those of Mrs. Emma
Jane (Wood) Rathbun (1828-1905),
whose husband was the Rev. Guy
Wheeler® Rathbun (Amiziah® Job* Ben-
Jjamin® Joseph? John'). Rev. Rathun and
his wife both lived and died in Cordova.
Can anyone prove or disprove, our
theory? Our thanks to Jim Stites, and a
word to all members — look at the backs
of any old pictures you see in garage
sales, antique shops, etc. If you find a
picture with our surname on it, buy it for
us! And don't forget to write names on
the backs of all your own pictures.
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Another Cousin
Tells Memories
of 1910 Comet

Another elderly cousin has shared
her memories of the 1910 Halley's
Comet with us.

Vivian A. Rathbun, 87, of
Charlestown, R.l., wrote the following:

“There was great excitement among
Rhode Islanders in May 1986 when
we were urged to watch the skies for
Halley's Comet, whose last visit here
occured in 1910 and whose next visible
appearance will not come until the year
2061. For most people, this makes it a
‘once in a lifetime’ event. There are not,
| believe, too many alive today who can
remember watching it 75 years ago.

“I do have a vivid memory of that
night, when as Vivian E. Johnson, liv-
ing in Providence, a student 11 years
of age, | was invited to spend the night
with my best friend so that we might
enjoy watching the unusual spectacle
together.

“Her mother awakened us in the
middle of the night and from her front
porch we had a beautiful view of
Halley's Comet. Due to unfavorable
conditions for my viewing the spectacle
this year, | was not able to see it again,
but | do have happy memories of its
1910 appearance.”

Mrs. Rathbun is the widow of Charles
Harold Rathbun (1890-1976), the son
of Charles® Rathbun (Amos’ Newman®
Jonathan® John*"): Our thanks to her
niece, Ellen Rathbun Kenyon, who
asked her to write her memories for us.

Isaac® Rathbun (John** William?
John') died Nov. 21, 1779, “in the British
Service,” according to records in Ca-
nadian archives. His name and death
date appear on a muster roll of “Loyal
New Englanders” in New Brunswick.
Isaac is the second member of our fam-
ily known to have been a Tory in the
Revolutionary War. The other was his
cousin, Joseph® Rathbun (Obadiah*
John?® William? John').
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A Rathbone Launched Career
of Admiral Horatio Nelson

A Rathbone launched the naval ca-
reer of Admiral Horatio Nelson, one of
England’s most famous heroes. Nelson
was sent to sea in 1771 at the age of 13
in a merchant ship commanded by a
Captain John Rathbone. On that early
voyage, to the West Indies, young Nel-
son began a career which was to make
him an admiral, a lord and one of the
best-known Englishmen of all times.

Nothing is known of this John Rath-
bone’s anchestry and very little of his
life. Born about 1730, he had originally
served in the Royal Navy and risen to
the rank of master’s mate on the Dread-
nought, commanded by Captain Mau-
rice Suckling, an uncle of Nelson. The
Dreadnought and two other British ships

won a famous victory about 1758 over a
French fleet in the West Indies.

Rathbone took and easily passed an
examination to become a Navy officer,
but never received a commission. Offi-
cers in those class-conscious days were
chosen almost exclusively from Eng-
land’s aristocratic upper class.

Disgusted with the system, Rathbone
left the Navy to enter merchant service,
Nelson’s biographers called Rathbone
an “excellent seaman,” and his quick
rise to captain seems to bear this out. He
obviously remained on good terms with
his old Navy commander, for it was Cap-
tain Suckling who chose Rathbone’s
ship in 1771 to take his young nephew
on his first voyage to sea.

We have been able to identify three
of the family doctors listed in the April
Historian whose ancestries were un-
known.

Dr. John Campell Rathbun (1915-
1972) was the son of John® Rathbun
(Herbert” Hugo® Edward® Amos*
Joshua?® John?").

Dr. Flora J. Rathbun, born in 1947,
is the daughter of Dr. John Campbell
Rathbun.

Dr. Margaret L. Rathburn, born
in 1955, is the daughter of
Carlisle Baxter'© Rathburn (Carlisle®
John® Henry” John® James® Thomas*
Ebenezer® William? John').

In addition, we have found another
early Rathbun daughter who would
have been the family’s first woman doc-
tor, but she died of measles at age
31 just as she was about to graduate
from medical school. The unfortunate
young lady was Charlotte Augusta
Rathbun (1849-1881), daughter of
Edward® Rathbun (Joshua® Amos*
Joshua® John?").

Still another early family physician
was Dr. Jack Rathbone, born about
1776, possibly the illegitimate son of
George Washington (see story on page
35).

In our January 1985 issue (page 11),
we reported on a blind salamander
called Typhlomolae Rathbuni, and
wondered for whom it had been named.
Research Assistant Bettye Rathbone
has found the answer.

Its proper scientific name is Eurycea
Rathbuni and it was named for Richard
Rathbun (1852-1918), noted scientist
whose career was reported in our July
1984 issue.

Eurycea Rathbuni is a weird-looking
creature which exists in only one spot in
the world—the limestone springs and
wells underlying San Marcos, Texas. Its
existence is known only because one of
them occasionally is washed up through
an artesian well into surface stream
beds.

Itis lungless as well as blind, and has
a transparent skin through which can be
seen its heart, digestive tract and other
organs. It has red gills, sharp teeth and
four spindly legs.

Now that we know the answer to this
question, can someone now research
another problem; there is a columnar
cactus of the Sonoran Desert named
Sina Rathbunia Alamosensis. For which
cousin was it named?



Obituaries

DIED — March 21, 1986, Annie Irene
Rathbun Myers, 87, at Tucson, Ariz.
She was a daughter of John® Rathbun
(William?  John®  Perry®> Edmund*
John321), Her husband, Ernest Myers,
died in 1982. Survivors include one
daughter, Jeanette Busboom, a mem-
ber of our Association; a son, Loyd;
a sister, Myrtle Showalter, and brother,
Fred Rathbun, both members of our
association; seven grandchildren, and
eight great-grandchildren.

DIED — March 8, 1986, Frank Florin
Rathbun, 74, at Gainesville, Fla. A
retired lieutenant-colonel in the U.S.
Army, he was also a former journalism
professor at the University of Florida.
He was the son of Clarence® Rathbun
(Clarence’ Erastus® Russell® Simeon*
Thomas?® John?"). Survivors include his
wife, Mary; two sons, Frank F. Rathbun
Jr. and Joseph Alexander Rathbun; a
daughter, Elizabeth Pitner, and five
grandchildren.

DIED — March 31, 1986, Amos Fred
Alexander Rathbun, 91, at Westerly,
R.. He was the son of Charles®
Rathbun (Amos? Newman® Jonathan’
John*'). A picture of Mr. Rathbun
receiving a 65-year Masonic member-
ship pin appeared in our January issue.
Survivors include two daughters, Ellen
Kenyon, a member of our Association,
and Jean M. Place; two sons, Charles
and Robert; two sisters, Hazel Ritchie
and Sadie Webster, both members
of our Association; 17 grandchildren,
27 great-grandchildren and one great-
great-grandchild.

DIED — May 15, 1986. Morris
R. Rathburn, 75, at Texarkana,
Ark. He was a son of William®
Rathburn (Joseph® Aaron’ Joseph®
PerryS Edmund* John®27). Survivors
include his wife, Martha; a son, R.M.
Rathburn; two grandchildren; three
brothers, James, a member of our
Association, William and Jesse; two
sisters, Elsie Haack and Ann Auerbach,
and many nephews and nieces includ-
ing Mrs. Kathryn Phillips, a member of
our Association.

DIED — Feb. 23, 1986, Kenneth
L. Rathbun, 68, at Waterville,
lowa. He was the son of Charles®
Rathbun (Bradshaw’ Thomas® Walter®
Thomas*®2 John'). Survivors include
two sons, Ralph and Kenneth, and
two daughters, Sharon Klingaman and
Paula Rathbun.

DIED — March 12, 1986, Evea A.
Winner, 92, at The Plains, Ohio. She
was a daughter of John Parmiter and
Edith May® Rathburn (David’ Lewis®
David® Edmund* John32'). Survivors
include her husband, J. Louis Winner;
four daughters; five grandchildren;
eight great-grandchildren; two brothers,
Jewitt Parmiter, a charter member of
our Association, and John Parmiter,
and a sister, Edythe Noble.

DIED — Nov. 25, 1985, Mary J.
Rathbun Harrington-Matteson, 71, at
Warwick, R.l. She was the daughter
of Frank Edward® Rathbun (James’
Robert John®* Samuel® Thomas?
John'). She is survived by her third hus-
band, Herman Matteson; three step-
sons and a stepdaughter, and a sister,
Carrie May Clark.

Births

BORN — Nov. 24, 1985, Jason
Ryan Rathbun, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Gregory Rathbun of Spring Valley,
Minn., and grandson of Lawrence®
Rathbun (Arthur® Byron’ Gamaliel®
Walter® Thomas*32 John').

BORN — Feb. 26, 1986, Kathy
Ann Magley, daughter of Wayne and
Marcee (Lewis) Magley of Oakley,
Kansas, and grandson of our mem-
ber, Frederick D. Magley of Bird City,
Kansas, a descendant of Elvira Sophia®
Rathbun (Gideon® Edmund* John32):
who married Reason Tippie.

BORN — May 14, 1986, Vanessa
Rolande Rathbone, daughter of
Peter Betts and Alanna (Chesebro)
Rathbone, and granddaughter of our
members, Mr. and Mrs. Perry®
Rathbone (Howard® Peter” Elijah®
Moses® Joshua* Jonathan® John??).

BORN — Feb. 12, 1986, Elizabeth
Hannah Jacoby, daughter of Barry
and Kathy (Weatherford) Jacoby, and
granddaughter of our members Robert
and LaPrelle (Rathbone) Weatherford.
LaPrelle is the daughter of Virgil®
Rathbone (Albert” Amos®5 Thomas*?3
John?"),

Queries

WANTED — Information on John E.
Rathbun who died April 26, 1886, at
Burlington, lowa, aged 46. His wife's
name was Lizzie J. Rathbun.

WANTED — Information on John
Charles Fremont Rathbun who married
Harriet Amanda Reeder and had
children named George, Myrtle, Guy,
Millard and Alice between 1877 and
1888.

WANTED — Information on William J.
Rathburn who died June 27, 1937, in
Portland, Oregon. He had no known
wife or children, but was survived by a
sister named Mrs. A.C. Haley.

Answers

Vol. 4, No. 4 — Wiliam Rathbun
who married Lena Miller was ac-
tually Franklin A. Rathbun, son of
Charles’ Rathbun (Gamaliel® Walter®
Thomas*2®2 John').

Vol. 4, No. 2 — (Correction of an
answer) Daniel Rathbun, born about
1822, was not the son of Daniel®
Rathbun (Samuel®* Thomas® Samuel?
John'). We are still researching the
identity of this Daniel.

47



People

WILFRED AND DOROTHY RATHBUN
of Denver, Colo., celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary on June 20, 1986.
They are members of our Association
and were married in Denver. Wilfred
is the son of Lester? Rathbun (William®
Joseph’ Valentine® Daniel® Valentine*
Joshua® John??).

PAUL AND ZONA RATHBUN
celebrated their 50th wedding anniver-
sary on May 16, 1986. An open-
house party was held in their honor
on May 15 by their three children
— Ronald and Tom Rathbun and
Donna Robison. Paul and Zona, who
are members of our Association, live
in Tecumseh, Neb. He is the son
of Frederick® Rathbun (William’ John®
Perry® Edmund* John321).

ARNOLD RATHBUN of Cranston,
R.l., was featured in a story by the
Providence Journal-Bulletin on May
8, 1986. Arnold, a member of our
Association, owns the Potter-Rathbun
Organ Company and has specialized in
organ repairs for nearly 40 years. His
company is headquartered in a historic
building some 200 years old, which
was once owned by his late father,
Ernest?® Rathbun (Charles® Seneca’
John® Joseph® Joshua* John321),

ROBERT RATHBURN, aged 60, was
shot to death March 31, 1986, in the
culmination of a three-year feud in
the Pensacola area of Yancey County,
N.C. Police said Rathburn and his
wife Martha were sitting on a neigh-
bor’s front porch when he was shot by
Roscoe Elkins, who has been charged
with murder. We do not know the an-
cestry of this cousin.

EARL C. TOURGEE of Killingworth,
Conn., has begun publishing a unique
genealogical magazine — “The Blank
Family.” His idea is to help research-
ers fill in “Blanks” in their family trees by
advertising for their missing data. Earl
is a descendant of Robert® Rathbun
(Samuel® Roger* Samuel® Thomas?
John'). His address is Box 160, Clinton,
Conn. 06413.
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ROY AND ANNA MAY RATHBUN
of Denver, Colo., on Memorial Day
placed a marker on the just-discovered

grave of Roy's uncle, Henry C.
Rathbun (1869-1906). They thought
he had died as a teen-ager until
they found his grave in Denver. Roy
is the son of Henry's older brother,
George® Rathbun (George’ Gideon®
Allen5 Gideon* John3®21),

BRIAN K. RATHBONE of West
Sussex, England, heard of our
Association and recently contacted
your editor. He is the grandson of
a Polish emigrant to England named
Rothbom who later changed the name
to Rathbone.

SUZANNE RATHBUN was named
valedictorian of the 1986 graduating
class at Stonington (Conn.) High
School. Suzanne is president of the
school’s National Honor Society, win-
ner of a Science Award and a Good
Citizen Award, class treasurer, captain
of the varsity cheerleading squad, a
member of the yearbook and school
newspaper staffs, and a volunteer
worker at Westerly (RI) Hospital. She
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George
Rathbun of Pawcatuck, Conn. Does
anyone know these cousins?

AVANELLE RATHBUN JONES and
her husband Delmont Jones, of
Barnard, Kansas, celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary on July 12. Mrs.
Jones is the daughter of Newton®
Rathbun (Elon” John® Alfred® Job*
Benjamin® Joseph? John'). A party in
the Joneses' honor was planned for
July 13.

WE THANK the following members
who have sent us family data, pic-
tures, clippings and other materials in
recent months: Daniel B. Rathbun,
Catherine Pirotte, Art Schroeck, John
Bowen, Rob Rathbun, Fred and Shirley

Rathbun, Mildred Rathburn, Fred
Haines, Betsey Dana, Bill Lieuellen,
Sharon Jahn, Jeanette Busboom,
Eileen Owens, Margaret Rathburn, Jim
Chivers, Wilfred and Dorothy Rathbun,
Roy and Anna May Rathbun, Joe
Wiswall, Haybron Adams, Clair Cornell,
Bettye Rathbone, Marsha Magley,
Helen M. Rathbun, Art Burris, Kathy
Phillips, Paul V. Rathbun, Eugene
W. Rathbone, Ellen Kenyon, Rachel
Laurgaard, Glenn E. Rathbun, LaPrelle
Weatherford, Joyce R. Simmons,
Bonnie McLaughlin, Darrell Rathbun,
Dr. Donald Rathbun, Gail Jacobson,
Lois Swett, Lauren Landis and Blanche
Weirum.



