























Holland, where they unloaded their
cargo, and then sailed into the Baltic
Sea and docked at Kronshtadt, Russia.
The holds were loaded with iron, hemp
and canvas, and the Ann and Hope
headed westward across the Atlantic,
arriving at Providence on Sept. 19.

Joshua had only a few weeks to
spend with his wife and two baby sons.
He was off again on November 6,
still as second officer, bound again for
Batavia with brandy and candles. They
were back in Providence on August 12,
1804, with a cargo of sugar and coffee.

Brown and Ives were delighted with
the Ann and Hope’'s success, and
planned still another cruise to Batavia.
But their luck had run out, and it was to
be the last trip for the Ann and Hope.

The ship left Providence on Nov. 8,
1804, and headed east for its first stop,
at Lisbon, Portugal, carrying a cargo of
wine, brandy and candles. The 22-day
trip was uneventful, but in Lisbon the
Ann and Hope was put under quaran-
tine, and then held in port even longer
by bad weather. She finally left Lisbon
on January 1, 1805, many weeks be-
hind schedule.

They rounded the Cape of Good
Hope and reached Batavia on May 2.
Working quickly to make up for the lost
time, the cargo was taken off, and bar-
rels of coffee, sugar and spices loaded
into the holds. On June 9, the Ann and
Hope headed for home.Twelve days at
sea, in a severe gale, the ship sprung
a leak, and Captain Laing put into lle
de France (now Mauritius) for repairs.
Three months later, after repairs cost-
ing $20,000, the ship was ready, and
on Sept. 27, she was on her way once
again.

But there were more troubles ahead.
At the Cape of Good Hope, Capt. Laing
was detained for 10 days by a British
embargo. Winter was coming on, and
he was worried. He had planned a
stop in England, but now learned that
British cruisers were capturing neutral
vessels in England’'s war with France.
He decided to head straight for New
England, and set sail on Oct. 31.

On Jan. 10, 1806, the Ann and Hope
sighted Block Island, and the weary
crew knew their long trip was almost
over. They had been gone 14 months,
and Joshua Rathbun knew his wife
must be sick with worry. His eatrlier trips
had usually been less than a year.

About midnight, rounding the south
side of Block Island, the Ann and Hope
suddenly ran onto a submerged reef,
and came to a shuddering halt. All
efforts to get off the rocks were in
vain, and the ship began to rise and
fall on the ocean swell as the tide
rose. Her hull was smashed over and
over again on the rocks, and the ship
began to disintegrate. The rudder was
torn away, the main mast toppled, and
water began pouring through the shat-
tered hull.

Captain Laing and Rathbun knew the
ship was lost, but could do nothing to
save the cargo or even get themselves
and the crew to shore. All night, the
ship continued to crash up and down on
the rocks, and at mid-morning the main
deck broke loose from the hull. The 39
officers and crewmen scrambled onto
the deck as it began floating toward
shore in the pounding surf. At 11 a.m,,
the deck broke into two pieces, hurl-
ing four men into the icy-cold sea. Only
one of them made it to shore; the other
three drowned.

Rathbun and the others clung to
the shattered wreckage until they were
finally rescued by a band of daring
Block Islanders who ventured out in
small boats to bring the survivors in
through the dangerous surf. On the is-
land, they were given dry clothing and
hot food, and watched the remains of
their ship and cargo begin floating to
shore.

Most of the ship’s $300,000 cargo
was lost, the sugar dissolved in the
water and most of the coffee and spice
containers broken open. The islanders
did retrieve a few kegs of coffee and
pepper from the surf.

The accident was a financial dis-
aster for Brown and lIves, and their
partners. Not only had they lost the
ship and most of its cargo, but they still
owed $20,000 for the repair work at lle
de France. The company survived the
loss, however, and continued to make
money in the China trade. Profits of up
to 700 percent on a single cruise were
not uncommon.

Members Can

Many of our members have asked
how they can help in the never-ending
task of compiling our family history. As
examples, here is what some of our
member-researchers have been doing
in recent months:

Robert Rathbun of Kentucky has
copied all the hundreds of Rathbuns,
Rathbones and Rathburns from the
1900 Federal Census, as listed in the
“Soundex” (alphabetized index) to that
census.

Fred and Shirley Rathbun of
Colorado have gone through the
Denver-area records of marriages,
divorces, deaths, probates and land
ownership to find records of our family.

Doris Stoppa of Connecticut has
visited dozens of cemeteries in her area
of the state, and recorded all tombstone
data of those bearing our name.

Mildred Rathburn of New York has
scoured libraries, courthouses and his-
torical societies in her area of north-
eastern New York to find family
records.

Frank E. Rathbun of Rhode Island
has visited cemeteries, libraries and
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town halls in his state to seek out infor-
mation on family members.

Grove and Janet Rathbun of South
Dakota have checked cemeteries, old
newspapers and court houses to find
family records.

John Bowen of Maryland travels
throughout the country in his job with
the Postal Service, and uses his spare
time to visit libraries wherever he goes
to find family records.

Many other members watch local
newspapers for mention of our name,
and have contacted cousins, uncles
and aunts to obtain valuable genealogi-
cal information.

These are some of the many ways
any one can help. Let us know if you
would like some suggestions for your
area.

One of our members has found our
name in the Bible! In Exodus 32:11,
Revised Standard Version, is found:
“But Moses besought the Lord his God,
and said, 'O Lord, why does thy “wrath
burn” hot against thy people’?” Our
thanks to Janet Rathbun.



Congressman

(continued from page 3)

districts). When we were called upon
for taxes to carry on the war, the divi-
sion was not difficult!”

Opposed the sale of public lands
without setting a minimum price of $10
per acre. “I favor the sale of these
lands, but not of giving them away . .

to speculators at $1.50 an acre.” He
correctly predicted that the lands would
eventually be worth many thousands of
dollars.

Opposed added appropriations for
the expected war with Mexico. “We
have already appropriated $10,000,000
and now this bill proposes $12,000,000
more. It is time to become cool on this
subject of the Mexican War.”

On a proposed pay increase for
officers of the Armed Services, he
demanded a report from the Secretary
of the War and the Secretary of the
Navy to determine how many officers
were receiving more than one govern-
ment salary.

On a proposal to add more officers
for the Army: “We already have some
three or four or five times as many
officers in the Army as we (need).
Discharge (those) unfit for service; get
rid of them before we add any more to
their number!”

Opposed an appropriation for road
and harbor construction until the na-
tional budget was balanced. The
budget was already overspent, he
pointed out, and new expenditures
should wait until there was a surplus in
the Federal Treasury.

On arguing for further discussion of a
Navy appropriation bill: “I have found it
always too late to correct . . . a wrong
action by Congress. | am not disposed
to act in haste. It takes no longer to act
right than to act wrong.”

On the creation of a permanent Army
company of miners, sappers and pon-
toniers: “They are important only in
time of war, but of little use in time of
peace except for mining and sapping
the treasury. When military forces are
raised, provision should be made for
disbanding them after the emergency
ends, for this is the only way we can
ever get rid of them.”

Charged that many Federal
employees were “unable, incompetent
or too idle to make a living in other
ways (and) come here . . . to feed and
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clothe at public expense. We need men
who will do the work for which they are
employed and paid. Let those who are
appointed remember that after reason-
able terms of clerkships, they are to
go home and live at their own expense
and not eternally at the expense of the
government.”

Opposed the practice of nepotism
in government, but was challenged on
this point by Congressman Stephen
A Douglas of lllinois (later to be-
come famous in the Lincoln-Douglas
Debates of 1858). Douglas charged
Rathbun with “bringing a member of
his own family here and palming him
off on (Federal) service.” Rathbun im-
mediately explained that Douglas was
referring to his son (George Oscar
Rathbun, then 21), who had worked for
one month in Washington. “My son is
of age,” Rathbun said, “and came to
Washington a month before | did. He
sought his own employment and was
employed for only a month. If there is
any sin in that, | am ready to bear my
portion of it.”

(Rathbun did seem to indulge in
the common practice of the day —
the appointment of relatives to politi-
cal positions. His brother, Amos, was

Auburn’s postmaster from 1845 to
1848, and his brother-in-law, Luman
Sherwood, was Cayuga County district
attorney from 1844 to 1846, and an
inspector of Auburn Prison in 1845.)
Rathbun questioned whether any per-
son who had held a Federal job for 40
years or more was fit to stay in office,
and quoted a statement made earlier:
“If a man can remain in this House 10
or 15 years and remain honest, he must
be a saint indeed.”

Rathbun took this advice to heart. At
the end of his second term in 1846,
he announced that he would not seek
reelection. He returned to Auburn and
the practice of law. He was to hold
one more public office — in 1867, he
was elected a delegate to a New York
State Constitutional Convention. The
proposed new constitution was rejected
by voters in 1869.

A year later, on January 4, 1870,
George Rathbun died in Auburn at the
age of 67. His wife had died four years
earlier, aged 62. They had two other
children in addition to George Oscar
— James Edward and Caroline. Both
sons married and had children, but we
have not located any descendants liv-
ing today.

Murders

(continued from page 7)

to avoid a hung jury. On October 29,
Storms was sentenced to imprisonment
for life at hard labor.

Nothing more is known of Frank
Rathbun, Fanny’'s son and the only sur-
vivor of the tragedy-ridden family. He
was taken to Burlington after the bodies
were found, and allowed to visit the
morgue. He later told a reporter, ‘I
looked at my mother, but | couldn’t bear
to look at my sister.” After a final visit to
his former home, young Rathbun was
escorted back to the training school.

Public anger over the crime stirred
strong passions in Burlington. There
were rumors of plans to break into the
jail and lynch Storms, and one local
newspaper carried a front-page head-
line, “Time for a Hanging!" Another
newspaper reported that most citizens
considered “hanging was too good for

the man,” and added, “It would have
needed little more to excite some of
the men to the point where an im-
promptu hanging would have taken
place.” Extra guards were assigned to
the jail and the threats never material-
ized.

Modern journalists and lawyers, con-
scious of libel laws and pre-trial
prejudice, would shudder at newspaper
references to Storms, even before his
trial. He was called a “beast,” a “fiend,”
and a “human butcher.” A reporter
who interviewed him wrote: “He has
a villainous, hang-dog look . . . that
betokens a low, brutal disposition. . . . It
is the general appearance of a midnight
assassin who would murder a defense-
less woman and girl.”

(Special thanks to our member,
Eileen Owens, who discovered a
newspaper account of the murder, and
then visited Burlington to find additional
information for us.)



Genealogy: The Sixth
Generation in America

73. GIDEON® RATHBUN (Allen®
Gideon* John®2), born about 1806 in
Norwich, N.Y., and married there Dec.
31, 1828, Charity Welch, born about
1806, daughterof _______and Huldah
Welch. He was a stone mason for many
years in Pharsalia, N.Y., and in 1856
moved to Beloit, Wisc., traveling by
canal boat and train. He built a stone
house at 931 Fourth Street which was
still standing in recent years. He was
a member of the Beloit Volunteer Fire
Department for many years. Gideon
died at Beloit on Nov. 1, 1888. Charity
died there Aug. 29, 1894.

CHILDREN

GEORGE CLINTON, born May 28,
1830; married (1) Mary Ann Bodycoat,
and (2) Matilda Miller.

MARY W., born in February 1832;
died Feb. 9, 1849, with “inflammation
of the lungs.”

CHARLES A., born June 17, 1834;
married (1) Antoinette Dexter, and (2)
Mary McCaffrey.

JULIA E., born March 23, 1837;
married Francis W. Walker Feb. 10,
1856. 5

MARIA AMELIA, born Sept. 15,
1839; married George Whipple.

ELLEN, born April 25, 1841; died un-
married Feb. 4, 1936.

JEDEDIAH R., born Jan. 13 (or Dec.
147), 1843; married Almira Holman.

MELISSA VERNETTE, born Jan. 9,
1847; died July 9, 1852.

EDWIN E., born July 26, 1849; died
Oct. 2, 1863.

74. JOSEPH T.® RATHBUN (Allen®
Gideon* John32"), born about 1808 at
Norwich, N.Y., and married there about
1837 Mary Sales, born about 1815,
daughter of and Grace Sales.
They moved to nearby Pharsalia,
where both were living as late as 1866,
when he was a trustee of the East

Pharsalia Baptist Church and drew up
plans for a church hall. Nothing else is
known of them.

CHILDREN

JOSEPH B., born about 1839; died
July 1, 1865.

ELI T., born about 1841; married
Mary .

FRANCIS M., born about 1843; no
further information.

?DEMENT, born about 1858; this
child is listed in the 1860 census as
“Dement.” This could be an unusual
first name, or may mean that he (or
she) was demented. No further infor-
mation.

75. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN® RATHBUN
(Allen® Gideon* John®2"), born Jan. 16,
1810, at Norwich, N.Y., and married
about 1839 Christiana Bennett, born
about 1818, parentage unknown. They
moved by 1850 to New York City,
where Benjamin was a carpenter and
reportedly built a home for John Jacob
Astor. They moved some time after
1870 to Union, N.Y. Benjamin died
April 28, 1889, in the County Home
at Binghampton, described as “insane,”
but more likely a victim of what
we today recognize as Alzheimer's
Disease. Christiana died in 1891.

CHILDREN

WILLIAM, born about 1840; no fur-
ther information.

DAVID, born about 1844; married
Caroline Augusta Pryor.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, born March
8, 1846; married (1) Anna Eliza
DeCamp, and (2) Elizabeth L. Mills.

76. SQUIRE® RATHBUN (Allen®
Gideon* John32"), born August 14,
1812, at Norwich, N.Y., and married by
1837 Sarah Marie Haskell (or Hackett),
born in April 1812, parentage unknown.
They were charter members of the
Basswood Free Will Baptist Church
at nearby Oxford. Sarah died Oct. 5,
1893, and Squire moved in 1894 to
Triangle, Broome County, where he
died December 8, 1902.

CHILDREN

ABIGAIL, born about 1838; married
Moses Franklin Nov. 24, 1858.

DANIEL SQUIRE, born March 24,
1842; married Helen M. Ingersoll.

FLORENCE, born about 1856; died
(?) in 1863.

77. EASON J.° RATHBUN (Allens
Gideon* John®2"), born about 1823 at
Norwich, N.Y., and married April 2,
1851, Jeanette Rogers, born July 20,
1834, daughter of David and Betsey
(Allen) Rogers. They lived for many
years in the McDonough area near
Norwich, where Eason was in the lo-
cal militia and served as trustee for
12 years of the East Pharsalia Baptist
Church. He was listed as pastor in
1863. Jeanette apparently died in the
1890s, and Eason moved to Sandwich,
lll. He died there March 1, 1904.

CHILDREN

ENOS, born March 19, 1852; died
May 16, 1857.

CHARLES, born Sept. 16, 1858;
married (?) Marion Kingsley.

FLORENCE, born Sept. 22, 1860;
unmarried in 1904.

(continued to page 12)
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Genealogy

(continued from page 11)

78. ALVA® RATHBUN (Jonathan®
Gideon* John®2"), born about 1825 in
Chenango County, N.Y. (His lineage
has not been confirmed). He married,
date unknown, Mary (Hall) Stackhouse,
possibly a second wife, born about
1825, parentage unknown. They lived
at Oxford, N.Y., where Alva died in the
1870s (possibly Sept. 30, 1879), and
Mary in the 1890s (possibly May 15,
1893).

CHILDREN

ELIZABETH (possibly Alva’'s step-
daughter), born about 1847; married
—  Merry.

HENRY A., born about 1849; no fur-
ther information.

MARY LOUISE, born about 1851;
married Bert Jacobs.

DeETTA ELVA, born about 1855;
married Jacobs.

ALTON A., born Feb. 28, 1858;
married (1) Eleanor Thompson, and (2)
Nora Nichols.

79. DANIEL M. RATHBUN (Jonathan®
Gideon* John32'"), born June 21,
1827, in Chenango County, N.Y., and
married Dec. 19, 1855, at Pharsalia,
Mary L. Scott, birthdate and parentage
unknown. She died about 1859, and
he married a few years later Ellen

, born about 1843, parentage
unknown. Daniel died at Pharsalia May
4, 1885, and Ellen some time before
1900.

CHILDREN

FRANCES, born about 1857; no fur-
ther information.

80. EZRA® RATHBUN (Jonathan®
Gideon* John®2"), born about 1836 in
Chenango County, N.Y., and married
about 1858 Roxy A. ____ | born
about 1837, parentage unknown. Roxy
died Feb. 4, 1864, and he married
within a few years, Eveline Garrett,
born in 1835, daughterof _______and
Lucinda Garret. She died Oct. 12,
1890, at Plymouth, Chenango County.
Ezra committed suicide Dec. 5, 1893,

12

by cutting his throat after an argument
with a constable, at whom he had fired
a gun after the constable tried to serve
him with legal papers.

CHILD

CALPURNIA, born in 1873; no fur-
ther information.

81. MOSES® RATHBUN (Jonathan®
Gideon* John®*2"), born in July 1838
at Pharsalia, N.Y., and married about
1860 Abigail Root, born in December
1836, parentage unknown. They lived
near Oxford, N.Y., for many years. He
died Feb. 25, 1904, at Binghampton,
N.Y. Abigail moved to Sayre, Bradford
County, Pa., where she was living in
1910.

CHILDREN

CHARLES H., born in Janary 1864;
married .

HARVEY J., born about 1866;
married (1) May L. Burton, and (2) Flora
E. Smith.

82. JOSEPH® RATHBUN (Perrys
Edmund* John®?2'"), born Feb. 28,
1784, probably in New York. He
married early in 1802 Abigail ________|
born April 11, 1784, parentage un-
known. They lived for a few years at
Peru, Clinton County, N.Y., and moved
by 1820 to Belpre, Ohio, where Abigail
probably died by 1830. Joseph later
moved to Scioto County, Ohio, where
he died in 1847, after “long infirmity and
very poor health,” according to his will.

CHILDREN

JUDITH, born Nov. 4, 1802; no fur-
ther information.

HANNAH, born Feb. 10, 1805; no
further information.

NATHAN, born Feb. 15, 1807; died
July 28, 1808.

SON (name unknown), born June 19,
1809; died a baby.

CHILD (name unknown), born Sept.
3, 1811; died a baby.

CHARLES, born Jan. 11, 1813;
married Mary .

DAVID, born about 1815; married
Sarah Bond.

AARON NICHOLS (or Nicholas),
born May 9, 1818; married (1) Mary
Ann (Stephens) Frost, and (2) Sarah
(Burcham) Travis.

RUFUS, born Dec. 27, 1820; died
Feb. 23, 1821.

KATHALINE, born July 5, 1823; died

young (?).

83. EDMUND B.® RATHBUN (Perry®
Edmund* John32'), born April 14,
1793, in New York, and moved with
his parents as a young man to Belpre,
Ohio. He moved about 1818 to Howard
County, Missouri, where on Nov. 28,
1819, he married Elizabeth H. Gibbs,
born about 1797, daughter of Samuel
and Mary (Turner) Gibbs. He ap-
parently lost touch with his family, for
other family members reported that he
was never heard from again. He later
moved to Cooper County, Mo., where
Elizabeth died in the 1850s. Edmund
was still living there in 1860.

CHILDREN

PERRY, born about 1820; married
(?) Mary .

SAMUEL T., born about 1823;
married Martha Hinch.

MERCY, born about 1828; died in
June 1850.

ELECTA MARGARET, born about
1830; married Hugh Brown on March
1, 1857.

MELINDA, born in 1834; died in July
1849.

WILLIAM, born in 1839; married (?)
Amanda Millere (or McNeil).

84. EBENEZER® RATHBUN (Perry5
Edmund* John32%'), born March 4,
1796, at Harpersfield, N.Y. He moved
as a young man with his parents to
Belpre, Ohio, and married there on May
18, 1837, Martha (Mattie) Hall, born
Feb. 15, 1795, in Ireland, daughter of
Moses and ________Hall. They moved
from Belpre to LaSalle County, lllinois,
in 1842, to Peoria a few years later, and
then to Burns County, lllinois, where



Ebenezer died March 29, 1874, and
Martha on Oct. 5, 1878.

CHILDREN

MERCY, born in 1818; married
Moses Tracy Dec. 2, 1838.

MITCHELL, born in 1820; no further
information.

JANE, born in 1822; died in 1844.

ISABELLA, born in 1824; died in
1889, unmarried.

JOHN H., born Oct. 4, 1826; married
Caroline C. Adams.

SIMEON, born Dec. 16, 1828;
married Mary Ann Collins.

JAMES, born Nov. 28, 1830; married
Mary Ann Wolfe.

SARAH, born in 1832; died in 1851.

MARY, born in 1835; no further infor-
mation.

CAROLINE, born in 1837; died in
1873, unmarried.

(?) CHARLES, born about 1842; liv-
ing with Ebenezer in 1850, not listed by
Cooley, and possibly a grandson.

85. JOHN® RATHBUN (Perry®
Edmund* John®2"), born Jan. 17,
1802, in New York, and moved
with his parents to Belpre, Ohio,
where he married June 21, 1827,
Charlotte Schoonover, born about
1807, daughter of Nicholas S. and
Sarah (Barlow) Schoonover. They
moved to Henry County, lIl., about
1842, to Peoria by 1850, and then by
1870 to Steuben Township, Marshall
County, lll., where Charlotte died in the
1870s. and John on August 15, 1888.
He was blind for 15 years before his
death.

CHILDREN

ASA, born June 14, 1828; married
Caroline A. Wright.

HANNAH L., born in 1830; died
“insane” sometime after 1880.

SIMEON, born Dec. 26, 1832;
served in the Civil War, and died un-
married Feb. 12, 1821, in Peoria.

FRANCIS MARION, born March 22,
1835; married Harriet J. Hay.

ALPHEUS LEVI, born in November
1838; married Rachel Hatfield.

WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON, born
Dec. 28, 1840; married Mary Eliza
Kellar.

ALBURNA JOSEPHINE, born in
1842; married Muns Norin.

MARTIN VAN BUREN, born in
October 1849; burned to death in his
cradle in November 1850, aged 13
months, when fireplace sparks ignited
his bedding.

86. ELISHA® RATHBUN (John®
Edmund* John®27), born Sept. 5,
1787, in New York, and moved with
his parents to Wood County, Virginia
(now West Va.) as a boy. After his
father's death, he was apprenticed on
May 5, 1802, to a carpenter until his
twenty-first birthday. He married Prudy
Richardson Oct. 1, 1808, in Belpre,
Ohio, and was living in Wood County in
1810, with two young sons. He is prob-
ably the Elisha Rathbone who served in
the Kentucky militia during the War of
1812. Prudy apparently died by 1817,
when he married Elizabeth Flora on
Feb. 25, 1817, in Clermont County,
Ohio. He apparently died within a few
years, for Elizabeth appears alone in
the 1820 census of Clermont County.
Nothing else is known of him or her.

CHILDREN

TWO SONS (names unknown), born
1809-1810; no further information.

87. JOHN® RATHBUN (John®
Edmund* John®27'), born June 15,
1794, in New York, and moved with
his parents to Wood County, Virginia
(now West Virginia), as a boy. After
his father's death he was apprenticed,
on May 5, 1802, to a weaver until his
twenty-first birthday. Nothing more is
known of him.

88. EDMUND® RATHBUN (Gideon®
Edmund* John®2'), born Sept. 28,
1800, at Delhi, Delaware County, N.Y.,
and moved with his parents to Belpre,
Ohio. He married about 1832 in
Richland County, Ohio, Mary Dye, born
Jan. 31, 1813, daughter of Daniel and
Jane (Mcintyre) Dye. They moved in

1837 to Jay County, Indiana, where he
purchased a 200-acre farm. After the
Civil War, they moved to Missouri, first
to Gentry County and then to Worth
County, and in 1872 to Hendricks,
Chautaugua County, Kansas. Edmund
was described as a blacksmith in the
1880 census. He died at Hendricks on
Jan. 2, 1882, and Mary died there Feb.
14, 1889.

CHILDREN

GIDEON, born Jan 6, 1833; married
Mary Garringer.

DANIEL DYE, born Sept. 1, 1834,
married Catherine Lanning.

GEORGE MARSHALL, born May 23,
1836; married Tamar Ann Garringer.

ISAAC RILEY, born Feb. 2, 1842;
married Sarah A. Dye.

89. DAVID® RATHBUN (Gideon®
Edmund* John®2), born about 1806,
in Delhi, N.Y., and moved with his
family as a baby to Belpre, Ohio. He
married there April 14, 1840, Rachel
Dunlap, born about 1812, parentage
unknown. They moved in the 1840s
to Deer Creek, Miami County, Indiana,
where they were living in 1850. Nothing
more is known of them. There were no
known children.

(to be continued)

Past Issues
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All issues, 1981-1986 ... ..... . $95
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Single copies of any 1983-1986 is-
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Obituaries

DIED — Sept. 18, 1986, Bryce Clair
Rathbun, 73, of Bakersfield, Calif., a
member of our Association. He was
the son of John® Rathbun (Virgil®
Giles” James® Thomas® John* Samuel®
Thomas? John'). He was formerly su-
perintendent of California’'s Standard
School District and one of the state's
leading educators. (See story of his
career in our October 1981 issue). He
is survived by his wife, Marilyn (Brown)
Rathbun.

DIED — Nov. 22, 1986, Lawrance W.
Rathbun, 86, of Portland, Ore. He was
the son of Edward® Rathbun (Oscar’
Aaron®® Thomas*® Samuel®> John').
Mr. Rathbun, a retired forestry expert,
was a member of our Association.
He is survived by one daughter, Mrs.
Elizabeth Dana, a member of our
Association; eight grandchildren, and
nine great-grandchildren.

DIED — Nov. 4, 1986, Theodore
F. Briggs 54, of Escoheag, R.l. He
was the son of Clarence E. Briggs
and Orra® Rathbun (Frank® James’
Robert® John5* Samuel® Thomas?
John').  Survivors include his wife,
Marlene; two daughters, and three
stepchildren.

DIED — Nov. 15, 1986, Harriett Kaess,
78, in Yuma, Ariz. She was the wife
of Reginald W. Kaess, son of George
C. Kaess and Blanche® Rathbun
(William?  Alfred®> Job* Benjamin?
Joseph? John'). Surviving are three
step-children, including our member,
Phyllis Cuevas.

DIED — Sept. 27, 1985, Myrtle
Rathbun, 95, at LaHarpe, lllinois.
She was the widow of Clarence
Arthur® Rathbun (William? Alfred® Job*
Benjamin® Joseph? John'). Her hus-
band died in 1959. She is survived
by a daughter, Merle Patterson; a
sister; four grandchildren, and six
great-grandchildren.
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DIED — April 24, 1986, Dr. William
French Stone, 72, of Colorado Springs,
Colo. He was the husband of Beverly
(Brown) Stone, daughter of Dr.
Charles J. Brown and granddaughter
of Molly” (Rathbone) Brown (Thomas®
Jonathan®>  Coggeshall*  Abraham?®
Samuel’ John'). Mrs. Stone is a
member of our Association. Other sur-
vivors include four children, William,
Nikki, Carol and Charles, and several
grandchildren.

DIED — July 18, 1986, Ernest
Ellsworth Rathbun Jr., 86, of Cranston,
R.I. He was a son of Ernest® Rathbun
(George® Jeremiah’” Robert® Samuel®
Roger* Samuel® Thomas? John'). His
wife, Louise (Gabriau) Rathbun died in
1980. Survivors include a son, Ernest;
two daughters, Mrs. Shirley Pagano
and Mrs. Eva McHugh; a brother,
Robert; three sisters, Emma Poland,
Edna Barbour and Beatrice Benoit;
eight grandchildren, and six great-
grandchildren.

DIED — Oct. 4, 1986, Lasca Elsie
Pierce, 89, at Wickford, R.l. She was
the daughter of Joseph E. Smith and
Eva Abigail® Rathbun (William” Robert®
John%4 Samuel® Thomas? John'),
and widow of Raymond W. Pierce.
Survivors include a son, Thomas;
daughter, Mrs. Eleanor P. O'Leary;
six grandchildren, and four great-
grandchildren.

DIED — Nov. 4, 1986, Marilyn K.
Rathbun, 61, of East Greenwich, R.l.
She was the wife of Earl 1."° Rathbun
(George®® Seneca’ John® Joseph®
Joshua* John327). In addition to her
husband, she is survived by a son,
Robert E. Rathbun; a daughter, Diane
M. Rathbun; four brothers, and three
sisters.

DIED — July 28, 1986, Marilyn Jean
Rathbun, 61, in San Diego, California.
She was the wife of Jay H. Rathbun,
a member of our Assocation. Jay is
the son of Jay® Rathbun (George®
Demornington’” Sebra® George® Job*
Benjamin® Joseph? John'). In addition
to her husband, Mrs. Rathbun is sur-
vived by two daughters, Sandra and
Debra Rathbun.

DIED — Oct. 8, 1986, Herbert
Warren Rathbun, 70, of Westerly,
Rhode Island, a member of our
Association. He was the son of Herbert®
Rathbun (Warren” Calvin® Samuel®
Elijah* Samuel®2 John'). A retired in-
surance executive, he had beeen ac-
tive in Westerly civic affairs for many
years. Survivors include three sons,
David, a member of our Association;
Laurence and Herbert Warren Jr.;
four grandchildren, and three sisters,
Katherine Hoxie and Nancy Steadman,
both members of our Association, and
Constance Rathbun.

DIED — Nov. 2, 1986, David Michael
Hobbs, 36, of San Diego, Calif. He
was the oldest grandson of our mem-
ber, Susie Carter Baston, daughter of
Arthur E. Carter and Melinda® Rathbun
(Hallet” Thomas®S John* Samuel®
Thomas? John'). Other survivors in-
clude his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jesse
L. Hobbs; a sister, Cathy Powers, and
a brother, John Hobbs.

DIED — July 31, 1986, Edward
Rathbun Taylor, 62, at Cherry Hill, N.J.
He was the son of Wilford Taylor and
Marjorie® Rathbun (Charles® William”
Alfred® Wait>* Joshua® John?'). He
was an attorney and served in the
Marine Corps during World War Il and
the Korean War. The only survivor is a
brother, Wilford Taylor Jr.

DIED — May 18, 1986, Annie
(Rathbun) Gravatt, 92, at Calvert,
Maryland. She was the daughter
of John’” Rathbun (Robert® John®*
Samuel® Thomas? John'), and the
widow of G. Flippo Gravatt, who died
in 1969. She and her husband were
the developers of Scientists Cliffs, a
community of professionals in Calvert
County, Md.

DIED — Nov. 6, 1986, Mildred H.
Rathbun, 80, of Thousand Oaks, Calif.
She was the widow of Forrest O.
Rathbun, who died last year. He was
probably the son of John® Rathbun
(John”® Joseph® Joshua* John321).
She is survived by a son, Warren
A. Rathbun; a daughter, Joan H.
Rathbun; five grandchildren, and one
great-grandchild.



Births

BORN — Oct. 16, 1986, Brook
Elizabeth Rathbun, daughter of Dennis
Jay and Vicki Jo Rathbun of Byran,
Ohio, and granddaughter of our mem-
bers Chester W. and Lillie Rathbun.
Chester is the son of Howard® Rathbun
(Valentine’” Horace® William® Daniel*
Joshua® John?"). Brook joins an older
brother, Cole William Rathbun, now
three.

BORN — Sept. 16, 1986,
Patrick Michael Rathbun, son of
Robert Michael and Carrie Rathbun
of Redondo Beach, Calif., who are
members of our Association. Robert
is the son of the late Robert'©
Rathbun (Irving® Joseph® Isaiah’-
Ashley® Isaiah* Jonathan® John?" and
Mrs. Rose Rathbun, also a member.

BORN — Nov. 26, 1986, Brittany
Nicole Williams, daughter of Walter
and Pamela (Robison) Williams, and
granddaughter of Donna Robison, a
member of our Association. Great-
grandparents are Paul and Zona
Rathbun, also members. Paul is the
son of Fred® Rathbun (William? John®
Perry® Edmund* John321).

BORN — Sept. 10, 1986, Kerri
Lynn Bivins, daughter of Michael and
Lynnette Bivins, of Lincoln Park, Mich.,
and granddaughter of James Bivins
and Margaret® Rathbun (Frank® Hugo’
Charles® Amos5* Joshua® John2').
Kerri joins an older sister, Nicole Marie,
now five.

BORN — Sept. 25, 1986, Cody Ryan
MacKinnon, son of Timothy and Rene
MacKinnon of Dana Point, Calif., and
grandson of Philip MacKinnon and
Phyllis' Rathbun (Frank'® Herbert?
Francis® Joshua’ Abraham® Joshua®43
John?"),

BORN — Kyle Austin Palmateer, son
of Ronald and Terry Jane (Uitto)
Palmeteer and grandson of our mem-
ber Phyllis Cuevas, granddaughter of
George Kaess and Blanche® Rathbun
(William”  Alfred®> Job* Benjamin®
Joseph? John').

BORN — Dec. 7, 1985, Casey
Tucker Rathbone, son of Jeffrey Clay
Rathbone and Julie Ellen (Tucker)
Rathbone, and grandson of Lemuel M.
and Bettye Rathbone, all of Austin,
Texas. Lemuel is the son of Lemuel®
Rathbone (Rufus® George’ Rufus®
Daniel® Valentine* Joshua® John?").
Both the parents and grandparents are
members of our Association.

BORN — Sept. 18, 1986, Mark Wayne
Angelini, son of Sgt. and Mrs. Thomas
Angelini, of McGuire Air Force Base,
N.J., and grandson of Orlando Angelini
and Anna'® Rathburn (Orson® Henry®
Valentine’” John® Tibbetts® John*3
Thomas? John'). Both the parents
and grandparents are members of our
Association.

BORN — August 24, 1986, Zachary
Steven Krause, son of Steven and
Rebecca (Rathbun) Krause, and
grandson of Rev. William and Dorothy
Rathbun, of Des Moines, lowa. Rev.
Rathbun is the son of Elmer® Rathbun
(Marshall® George’ Edmund® Gideon®
Edmund* John®2"),

New Data

We have identified another prob-
able daughter of Anderson® Rathbun
(Joshua®* Jonathan® John?'"), and
his first wife, Hannah _______. She
is Cordelia Athelstone Rathbun (or
Rathbone), born June 8, 1812, in New
Berlin, N.Y. She was married first to
Darius Lewis, on May 19, 1831, and
then after Lewis’ death in 1835, she
married Publius V.B. Monroe in July
1837. Cordelia died Feb. 20, 1855, in
New Berlin, Wisc. She had one son by
Lewis, and nine children by Monroe.
Our thanks to new member Dollie Vick,
a descendant.

Suzanne Rathbun, who was the star
graduate of the Stonington (Conn.)
High School in 1986 (July 1986
Historian), is the daughter of George'°
Rathbun (Rollin® Albert®” Calvin®
Samuel® Elijah* Samuel®? John'). Our
thanks to Doris Stoppa.

Reunions

Seventy-six descendants of Thomas
I. Rathbun (1793-1866) and his brother,
Gamaliel Rathbun (1798-1871), met
for a family reunion Sept. 27, 1986,
at Spring Valley, Minn. Ties between
the two families have been renewed
in the past three years, thanks to
our Association, after their descendants
had lost contact for nearly a century.
Cousins attended from Minnesota,
lowa and Wisconsin. Among them were
seven Rathbun cousins aged one year
or younger. Thomas and Gamaliel were
sons of Walter® Rathbun (Thomas*3?2
John").

Forty-three members of the family
of the late Amos Fred Alexander
Rathbun gathered Aug. 16, 1986, for
a reunion at the Charlestown, R.l.,
home of Elwin and Ellen (Rathbun)
Kenyon, members of our Association.
Ellen is a daughter of Amos, who
died March 31, 1986. Participants
came from Connecticut, Delaware and
Indiana, as well as Rhode Island. The
oldest cousin present was Amos'’ sister,
Sadie (Rathbun) Webster, 93, also
a member of our Association. The
youngest present was two-month-old
Amanda Louise Brown, daughter of
Guy Brown and Karen Rathbun, and a
granddaughter of Amos’ son, Charles.
Amos was a son of Charles® Rathbun
(Amos” Newman® Jonathan® John*).

Two elderly Rathbun cousins met last
August for the first time since they were
teen-agers nearly 60 years ago. It all
began when two of our members —
Ethel (Rathbun) Pfost, 85, and Russell
Rathbun, 70 — met at a “mini-reunion”
of Denver-area cousins. Comparing
notes, they found that Ethel's father,
George, and Russell's father, Clark,
were first cousins, grandchildren of
John® Rathbun (Alfred® Job* Benjamin®
Joseph? John'). Ethel mentioned a
cousin, David Rathbun, whom she had
not seen since 1918, when she was 17.
“That's my Uncle David,” said Russell.
“He is still living.” A few weeks later,
Russell took Ethel to Fort Smith, Ark.,
where David Rathbun, now 86, is living.
The two exchanged reminiscences of
the past 60 years.
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People

JEFFREY W. RATHBUN and Ruth
Ann Kraus were married June 8,
1986, in Baltimore, Md. Jeffrey is the
son of Kenneth'® Rathbun (Kenneth®
Courtland® Rowland’ Joshua® Acors®
Joshua*? John?").

DONALD J. RATHBUN and Lucille
Ann (Moska) Lepore were married
August 17, 1986, in Coventry,
R.l. Donald is the son of Elmer®
Rathbun (Frank® James’ Robert®
John54 Samuel® Thomas? John').

JACK AND WINIFRED (RATHBURN)
Dougherty of Logan, Ohio, celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary on
February 21, 1986. Winifred is the
daughter of Pearl Samuel® Rathburn
(Julius® Sereno’ Elijah® William® Daniel*
William32 John'). The Doughertys,
members of our Association, have two
sons, 12 grandchildren and 13 great-
grandchildren.

HARLAN E. RATHBUN of Denver,
Colo., retired in 1986 after forty years in
private practice as an architect. He is a
member of our Association and the son
of George® Rathbun (George” Edmund®
Gideon’ Edmund* John327),

BARBARA BULMER of Kirkland,
Wash., reports two grandsons born
in 1986 — Kurt James Bulmer,
born June 14, son of Steven and
Nancy, and Andrew Joseph Bulmer,
born Jan. 2, son of Ronald and
Barbara. Barbara is the daughter of
Lester Meisner and Pearl® Rathbun
(Charles® Byron” James® Thomas®
John* Samuel® Thomas? John').

WILLIAM RATHBUN, police captain
in Coventry, R.l., has been cited for
“bravery and professionalism” for his
role in the capture on September 7,
1986, of a convicted murderer who had
escaped from a state prison three days
earlier. Rathbun led a six-man crew
which captured the escaped killer. He is
a member of our Association, and the
son of Walter® Rathbun (William® John”
Robertt John®* Samuel® Thomas?
John').

16

MAX RATHBUN and Kathy Sullivan
Prorok were married Oct. 18, 1986,
at Chippewa Falls, Wisc. Max is the
son of our members Gathern and Leah
(Coleman) Rathbun. Gathern is the
son of George® Rathbun (Jonathan’
Thomas®® John* Samuel® Thomas?
John').

ROBERT R. RATHBUN and Louise
C. Sweeney were married Oct. 27,
1986, in Florida. Robert, a member of
our Association, is the son of Robert®
Rathbun (Clarence’ Guy® Amiziah®
Job* Benjamin® Joseph? John').

DUANE AND BETTY BONAWITZ of
Groton, N.Y., report three additions to
their family. Twin sons, Eric Douglas
and Adam Matthew, were born June
12, 1986, to their son Douglas, and
his wife, Diane. Their daughter Sharon
Kay was married Aug. 26, 1986, to
Paul L. Holl. Duane has double
Rathbun ancestry — being descen-
ded from Charity® Rathbun (Paris®
Gideon* John3?"), and from Paris'
wife, Elizabeth® Rathbun (Thomas*?3
John?").



