














England 

(continued from page 39) 

The Rev. Richard Mather, pastor at the 
Toxteth Chapel near Liverpool, some 10 
miles from Ditton, had been a prominent 
Puritan in the 1620s and 1630s until his 
suspension in 1634 because of his Puri­
tan beliefs. It is quite possible that he 
preached occasionally at Farnworth , 
and that the Rathbones had heard him. 
Mather migrated to America in 1635, 
accompanied and later followed by 
many of his parishioners. 

Word filtered back to Lancashire of 
these emigrants' success in New Eng­
land, where land was available for all, 
and where the soil and climate were so 
much like those in England. The glowing 
reports must have had a strong affect on 
ambitious young men who saw little 
prospect for improving their lives in 
England. 

It must have been in the early 1650s 
that John Rathbone met Margaret 
Acres, daughter of Thomas Acres of the 
adjacent parish of Prescot. She was 
born in 1633, and was four years 
younger than John. They were married 
about 1652 or 1653, but the marriage is 
not recorded in either the Prescot or the 
Farnworth records. Possibly they were 
married in 1652 in the Farnworth 
Chapel , but the area was hit that year by 
a severe plague outbreak, and no en­
tries were made in the Farnworth regis­
ter. Or they may have married outside 
the church, by a justice of the peace. 
Cromwell in 1652 took away the clergy's 
sole right to perform marriages, and al­
lowed civil marriages by justices of the 
peace, so long as the proposed mar­
riage was announced in the public mar­
ket place on three consecutive market 
days. 

Unfortunately, many of these justices 
were illiterate, and left no record of their 
marriages. 

At any rates, soon after their mar­
riage, John and Margaret decided to join 
the increasing tide of emigration to 
America. They were undoubtedly influ­
enced by the poor economic conditions 
in England and possibly by the outbreak 
of plague in the early 1650s. There were 
no burials recorded at Farnworth during 
the 1646-52 period, and it is probable 
that John's mother, (Alice?), died in this 
period, possibly of the plague. 

John's father died in February 1654 
(1655 by today's calendar), leaving 
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John about five pounds as his share of 
the estate. His brother, Thomas, re­
ceived two pounds more, plus furniture, 
as the eldest son. Grace, the eldest 
daughter, was given a cow. All five sur­
viving children then shared the rest of 
the estate. The estate was not settled for 
nine years. During the Cromwell period, 
wills could be probated only in the Pre­
rogative Court of Canterbury, requiring 
a long journey. Since Thomas' estate 
was so small, the executors did not 
bother. The will was finally probated in 
1633, after the Restoration of Charles II, 
and long after John Rathbone had gone 
to America. It was then probated in the 
Lancashire court system, but possibly 
the executors had distributed the estate 
earlier without probate. 

The daughter, Grace, and Thomas' 
brother, William , were named ex­
ecutors, raising the question of why 
Thomas , the eldest son , was not 
named. Possibly he had moved from the 
area, or his father did not consider him 
responsible. 

It 'is not likely that John had migrated 
to America by the time of his father's 
death, or the will would probably have so 
stated. The migration probably took 
place some time later that year. 

Most emigrants left in family or com­
munity groups, but there are no known 
records to tell us who came to America 
with John and Margaret, or on what ship 
they came. They were almost certainly 
accompanied by Margaret's younger 
brother, John Acres. They most prob­
ably sailed from Liverpool, the nearest 
port, and would have been at sea be­
tween six weeks and three months, de­
pending on the weather and prevailing 
winds. 

The cost of a trip to America was three 
to five pounds per person which would 
have taken all or more of the amount 
that John would have received from his 
father's will . Or possibly, he and Mar­
garet, and John Acres, had Signed in­
denture papers, pledging to work off the 
price of their passage. We will probably 
never know the answer. 

Depending on the size of the ship, 
there may have been anywhere from a 
dozen to 100 passengers. The May­
flower, a large ship for that day, carried 
102 Pilgrims to America in 1620. The 
little ship Woodhouse in 1657 brought 
only 11 passengers , 

The trip could not have been pleas­
ant. The food was primarily salt pork, 
dried fish, cheese and hardtack, with 
only beer or stale water to drink. There 
were slop buckets for toilets and no 
water for bathing. The living quarters 
were dark, airless and dingy. Sea­
sickness was common, as were dys­
entery and assorted fevers. 

In stormy weather, the passengers 
must have been terrified. None had 
every been to sea, and few had ever 
traveled more than a few miles from 
their birthplace. 

John and Margaret must have been 
overwhelmed with joy when they 
sighted the Massachusetts coastline, 
and knew that the trip was over. Per­
haps, like the Pilgrims, they knelt and 
"blessed the God of Heaven who had 
brought them over the vast and furious 
ocean and delivered them from peril and 
misery." 

They landed somewhere in Boston 
Harbor, and proceeded on foot to 
nearby Dorchester, then "the greatest 
towne in New England," but later to be 
only a small section of Boston. 

Rev. Richard Mather was then living 
in Dorchester, as were many other Lan­
castrians, including some of Rathbone's 
old neighbors - the Glovers, Athertons, 
Lakes, Smiths and Voses. 

John Glover Jr. had become a 
wealthy land speculator, and may have 
encouraged the Rathbones' migration. 
The Vose family had probably come the 
previous year, and had purchased land 
from the Glover estate . Humphrey 
Atherton had become an important pol­
itical leader and a militia general. 

John and Margaret Rathbone, like the 
vast majority of immigrants of that day, 
were virtually penniless, and he quite 
likely became a farm laborer or tenant 
farmer, hoping to earn enough money to 
buy his own land - an almost impos­
sible dream in England. Or they might 
have spent several years as "indentured 
servants," working off the cost of their 
trip to America. 

Five years later, they had saved 
enough money to be interested when 
they learned of a meeting in Boston, to 
discuss the joint purchase of Block 
Island. 

(Next issue : The move to Block 
Island.) 



Rathbones 

(continued from page 37) 

In 1841, with one of the largest for­
tunes in Albany, Joel decided to retire 
from active participation in the stove 
business. Joel sold his store at 47 State 
street to the City Bank, which converted 
it into what was called the finest bank 
building in the state. Joel and his 
brother, Jared, then mayor, decided to 
help two young relatives get started in 
business. 

The two were John Finley Rathbone, 
son of their deceased brother Valentine, 
and Samuel H. Ransom, son of their 
aunt, Sabria (Rathbone) Ransom. Both 
were just 22 years old. 

John F. Rathbone was one of the 
most remarkable members of the AI: 
bany clan. After his father's death, John 
attended the Brockport (NY) Collegiate 
Institute, and then went to Albany to 
study at the Albany Academy. In 1837, 
at the age of 18, he went to work for his 
uncle Jared Rathbone, then became a 
clerk in his uncle Joel Rathbone's 
foundry. This gave him experience in 
both retailing and the foundry business. 
Both uncles were impressed with his 
ambition and abilities. 

Less is known of Samuel Ransom, 
but it is likely that he too had worked for 
one or both of the uncles, and had also 
made a good impression. 

Jared and Joel each put up $15,000 to 
form a new company, and became 
"special partners" in the firm , giving it 
$30,000 in working capitol. John F. 
Rathbone and Samuel H. Ransom were 
"general partners ," who put up no 
money but were to run the business for 
four years under the name of Ransom 
and Rathbone. 

Jared Rathbone remained in Albany 
until his death in 1845. Joel moved to the 
little hamlet of Bethlehem, just south of 
Albany, where he built a spectacular 
home on a 40-acre estate, which he 
named Kenwood . It was beautifully 
landscaped with gardens, groves and 
flower beds, and greenhouses to grow 
nursery stock. 

Joel devoted much of his time to Ken­
wood, but kept active in public service. 
He was vice president of the New York 
State Bank, president of the Exchange 
Company, and one of the founders of 
the Albany Gas Light Company. 

He also became a world traveler, and 
died Sept. 12, 1863, on a visit to Paris, 
France. 

Joel left his considerable estate to his 
wife, Emeline, and to their children after 
her death. He willed $25,000 to other 
relatives and to charity. An indication of 
his fortune is shown in the will of his wife, 
who died in 1874. She left over 
$150,000 in cash, with a full one-third of 
that bequeathed to Baptist Churches, 
church organizations, and charities. 

About $100 ,000 was distributed 
among relatives ranging from cousins, 
nephews, nieces and in-laws. Her chil­
dren received the rest of the estate, its 
value not specified, but obviously a con­
siderable amount. The family's Ken­
wood estate was sold to a Catholic or­
ganization - the Ladies of the Sacred 
Heart - for $45,000. It became the site 
of the Sacred Heart Convent and Acad­
emy. The Rathbone home was later torn 
down and its materials used in con­
struction of a training school for noviti­
tate nuns. 

Joel Rathbone was the last of the 
three Rathbone brothers, who had been 
so prominent in Albany's early years, 
but the family's greatest accomplish­
ments were still to come, as the next 
generation took over. 

John Finley Rathbone and Samuel H. 
Ransom, despite their youthful age, 
proved to be hard-working and talented 
businessmen, endowed with the same 
dedication and foresight which had 
made their uncles wealthy. 

After a successful four years, the term 
provided in the original agreement, the 
two cousins decided to end the partner­
ship, and strike out on their own. 

Ransom, operating as S.H. Ransom 
and Company, apparently purchased 
Joel Rathbone's foundry and dock facili­
ties, and opened a new shop at 26 State 
Street as a sales office. He eventually 
expanded the foundry operation to en­
compass four square city blocks, and 
hired some 300 employees. Within a 
few years, his company was producing 
30,000 stoves a year. 

John F. Rathbone was to have an 
even more spectacular career. In the 
next half cent'ury, he would operate the 
world's largest stove foundry, become a 
Civil War general, amass a substantial 
fortune, and become famous for his 
philanthropy. 

(to be continued) 
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Susan 

(continued from page 35) 

one his children were married and left 
home. Hugo, the youngest son, went off 
to fight in the Civil War, but came home 
safely. 

Susan married Joseph Lawton, and 
moved to Chicago and later Toledo, 
Ohio, with her new husband. The night­
mare of the black bird had become a dim 
memory. 

Then, on the night of June 16, 1868, 
Susan, now 29 years old, awoke to a 
famil iar but long-forgotten sight. The 
bird was there again , crouched at the 
foot of her bed, staring at her with the 
same intensity. This time Susan felt no 
fear, only a deep sadness, for she knew 
that death had struck again. She did not 
cry out, did not even awaken her hus­
band, but stared back at the bird until it 
slowly faded from sight. 

For the rest of a sleepless night, she 
lay in bed, crying softly. Her father was 
then 72 years old , and she felt sure that 
he had died. The next day she wrote to 
her brother Lansing, who lived near their 
father, to ask if Charles was all right. But 
Charles Rathbun was not the victim. On 
that same morning, he was writing to 
Susan and others of his children who 
lived some distance away, to tell them 
that their brother Benjamin, aged 35, 
had died. 

Over the next 30 years, Susan saw 
the bird three more times, coinciding 
with the deaths of her father in 1875, her 
brother Gouverneur in 1888, and sister 
Sarah Smith in 1897. The story of 
Susan 's strange power circulated 
throughout newer generations of the 
family, but was greeted with skepticism 
by nephews, nieces, younger cousins 
and even Susan's own children. 

Susan herself came to accept the bird 
and its message of death as a strange 
but unchangeable fact of her life. But to 
her husband, she confided one fearful 
question : would the bird someday come 
to announce her own impending death? 

On January 1, 1898, six of the seven 
surviving children of Charles and Anna 
Rathbun gathered at the old homestead 
near Grand Rapids. Susan traveled 
there from Toldeo; Charity Morton and 
Mary Gerts from Chicago, and Elizabeth 
Gibbs from neaby Greenville, Mich . 
Hugo then lived on the family farm , and 
sister Joanna Weston , in poor health, 
was living with him. Brother Lansing, 
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The seven surviving children of Charles and Anna (Kniffin) Rathbun posed for this 
picture on New Year's Day in 1898. In the back, from left, are Charity Morton, 72; 
Lansing K. Rathbun, 74; Mary (Polly) Gerts, 67, and Joanna Weston, 69. In front, from 
left, are Hugo B. Rathbun, 57; Elizabeth Gibbs, 63, and Susan Lawton, 59. Lansing, 
already paralyzed by a stroke, died four months later on April 30, followed in a week by 
Joanna on May 8, and then Hugo on May 30 - all within a month of Susan's last visit by 
the black bird. 

aged 74 and paralyzed from a series of 
strokes, could not leave his home just 
down the road , and the whole group 
went there to visit him and pose for 
pictures on the front porch. 

After a day of reminiscing and nos­
talgia, the brothers and sisters parted 
with hugs, kisses and tears, knowing it 
was the last time they would all be 
together. 

My Uncle Charles B. Rathbun, Hugo's 
oldest son, then 28, recalled the day and 
told me that the su bject of Susan and the 
black bird was mentioned, but not dwelt 
upon. The younger folks were not inter­
ested, and the older ones preferred to 
talk of more pleasant things. Susan re­
turned to Toledo, and waited for what 
she knew would come. Her brother Lan­
sing and sister Joanna were in poor 
health, and no one thought either could 
live very long. 

The great black bird came to Susan 
on the night of April 30, barely four 
months later, but for the first time, it was 
not alone. Not one, not two, but three 
birds stared from the foot of Susan's 
bed. And for the first time since she was 
a girl , Susan cried out in terror. Her 
husband awoke, but the birds were 
gone. Susan, shaking and sobbing, told 
him what she had seen. 

"It must be me, "she cried. "It must be 
my turn!" 

She did not write to her brothers and 
sisters, but waited for something to hap­
pen or word to arrive. It soon came. 
Lansing had died on the 30th , the very 
night of her dream, and a week later she 
learned that her sister Joanna had died 
a week later on May 8. But that was all­
three birds, but only two deaths. 



Susan 

(continued from page 42) 

Susan was sure her death was near 
and refused to leave her bed. Her hus­
band and children could not dissuade 
her. She gave her husband instructions 
for her funeral , and began to distribute 
her prized possessions among her 
children. 

As the days went by, Joseph Lawton 
begged his wife to leave her bed, and 
get on with her life. Never before, he 
reminded her, had such a long period 
intervened between the bird 's ap­
pearance and a resulting death. She 
must have been mistaken. Maybe there 
had only been two birds. 

Even Susan began to doubt as the 
days lengthened into weeks. But then in 
early June came a black-edged en­
velope from Grand Rapids. She took it 
was trembling hands and tore it open. 

"It wasn 't me," she cried . "It was 
Hugo." 

Her brother Hugo had died on the 
night of May 30, 1898, exactly a month 
after the three birds had appeared. 

Unfortunately, our story ends here. 
Susan moved to California early in the 
1900s, and her three remaining sisters 
never saw her again. There were only 
occasional letters and cards. Charity 
Morton died in 1913. Mary Gerts and 

New Data 
Charles Lyman Rathbun , son of 

Lyman6 Rathbun (Mosess John4 Josh­
ua3 John2-1), died Sept. 23, 1897, in 
Henrietta, Mich. He was born April 10, 
1832 and apparently never married. His 
father was a brother of Benjamin Rath­
bun, whose spectacular career was fea­
tured in our issues of January, April and 
July 1982. Our thanks to Rob Rathbun 
for locating Charles' death certificate. 

Amy Rathbun , born June 4, 1809, has 
been confirmed as a daughter of Ste­
phens Rathbun (Gideon4 John3-2-1), as 
we had speculated in Vol. 3, No. 3, Page 
27. She was first married to Amasa Col­
vin, whom she divorced, and later mar­
ried Joseph Yeaw. She died Oct. 8, 
1890, in Scituate, R.I. Our thanks to 
Doreen Davidson, a descendant. 

Elizabeth Gibbs both died in 1915. If the 
black bird came to tell Susan of their 
deaths, we have no record of it. 

And oddly, Susan is the only member 
of that large family whose death date is 

Benjamin Kniffin Rathbun (1833-1868), 
whose death was predicted by his sister 
Susan. 

In our issue of April 1987 we listed 65 
Rathbuns, Rathbones and Rathburns 
with known service in the War of 1812. 
We have now located another - Josiah 
Rathbun (1762-1840), a son of Job4 

Rathbun (Joshua3 John2-1) . Josiah was 
a member of Captain Joshua Adams' 
company of Colonel Leeds' New York 
militia on Feb. 19, 1814, at the age of 52. 
Our thanks to Mildred Rathburn. 

Vol. 1, No. 4, Page 61 - Sarah Matt, 
wife of William 3 Rathbun (William2 
John 1), was not the daughter of Na­
thaniel and Sarah (Tosh) Matt as we had 
speculated, but was the daughter of 
John and Mercy (Tosh) Matt. Our thanks 
to Chet Mack for bringing this correction 
to our attention. Sarah (Matt) Rathbun 
was born Jan. 19, 1688, on Block Island, 
and died sometime before 1757. 

not recorded in the family records. We 
only know that she was alive as late as 
1920, still living in California at the age of 
81. Did the black bird come to her before 
her death? We will never know. 

Anna (Kniffin) Rathbun (1798-1855), 
whose 'death was predicted by her 
daughter Susan. 

Past Issues 
Still Available 

All issues, 1981 -1987 ..... . $110 
All issues, 1981 ........ .... . 22 
All issues, 1982 . . . . . . . . . . . .. 20 
All issues, 1983 . .. . .. . . .. ... 15 
All issues, 1984 . . . . . . . . . . . .. 15 
All issues, 1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
All issues, 1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
All issues, 1987 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Single copies of any 1983-1987 is­
sue are $4 each. Earlier single issues 
(some available only in xerox) range 
from $2 to $5, depending on our sup­
ply. Write if interested. 
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Genealogy: The Sixth 
Generation in America 
154. WIGHTMAN DANIEL6 RATHBUN 
(DanieI5-4 Joshua3 John2-1), born April 
11, 1791, in Milton, N.Y., and married 
there on Jan. 26, 1812, Anna Betts, born 
in 1792, parentage unknown. They had 
but one child, an infant who died Sept. 
23, 1814, and Anna died Aug. 28, 1818. 
He was married the following year to 
Rebecca Hawley, born July 22, 1796, 
parentage unknown. They had six chil­
dren before her death on Aug. 17, 1835, 
aged 39. He was married again, date 
unknown, to Evalina __ , born about 
1804, who was living with him in the 
1850 Federal census at Saratoga 
Springs, near Milton. Wightman died 
Oct. 24, 1857, and is buried with his first 
two wives at Milton, N.Y. Evalina's death 
date is not known. 

CHILDREN 
(All by Rebecca) 

ANNA, born April 8, 1820; married (1) 
Ephraim Pearl, and (2) Henry Goodsell. 

PHOEBE, born Jan. 22, 1825; mar­
ried Aaron L. Pickett on Oct. 4, 1848. 

MELINDA, born Sept. 11 , 1827; mar­
ried Giles F. Sherman on Aug. 16, 1855. 

DANIEL C.w., born May 17, 1830; 
married Mary Jane (Westfall) Hedges. 

SARAH, born about 1832; married 
__ Northrup. 

HIRAM HOWARD, born Aug. 6, 1834; 
married Julia Parkhurst. 

155. RANSOM6 RATHBUN (DanieI5
-
4 

Joshua3 John2
-
1

) , born May 31 , 1804, at 
Milton, N.Y., and was married Dec. 26, 
1827, to Catherine Thompson, born 
March 30, 1802, parentage unknown. 
He is probably the Ransom Rathbun 
listed at Pine Grove, Warren County, 
Pa., in the 1830 census, but later re­
turned to New York. Catherine died Dec. 
25, 1834, in childbirth, after bearing four 
other children . Ransom was married 
three years later on Nov. 26, 1837, to 
Martha C. Standish, born April 24, 1814, 
daughter of Thomas and Martha (Farns­
worth) Standish. They moved to Bata­
via, N.Y., by 1840, and by 1850 mi­
grated to Indiana, settling in Orange 
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Township, Noble County. They returned 
to New York by the following year, and 
Ransom died April 11 , 1851 , at Elba, in 
Genesee County. Martha died March 
28, 1864. 

CHILDREN 
(By Catherine) 

WIGHTMAN, born Sept. 22, 1828; 
married Sarah S. Plunkett. 

DANIEL, born April 19, 1830; married 
Susan __ . 

JULlAA.,bornAug.17, 1831 ; married 
Seth Winans on May 12, 1880. 

MARY JANE, born Feb. 24, 1833; 
married Edwin Wilter on July 13, 1854. 

CATHERINE, born and died Dec. 25, 
1834. 
(By Martha) 

GEORGE W., born Nov. 2, 1839; 
married Mary McKenzie. 

ORRIN RANSOM, born Nov. 8, 1841 ; 
died Feb. 6, 1851. 

LEWIS VERNON , born Dec. 29 , 
1844; married Mary Sawyer. 

WILLIAM F. , born May 7, 1848; died 
young (?) . 

156. LAURIN6 RATHBUN (DanieI5-4 

Joshua3 John2
-
1
), born May 19,1806, at 

Milton, N.Y. He married at Oakfield, 
N.Y., on March 13, 1833, Elizabeth 
Barker, born Nov. 22, 1808, daughter of 
Ebenezer and Elizabeth ( __ ) Barker. 
Laurin was a woolen manufacturer for 
some years, then purchased a farm at 
Oakfield, N.Y., where they lived until 
Elizabeth died Sept. 8, 1882, and Laurin 
on Jan. 26, 1892. 

CHILDREN 
AUGUSTA, born June 9, 1835; died 

March 22, 1927, unmarried. 
ARTHUR BARKER, born Dec. 23, 

1837; married (1) Sarah Zeriah Conkey, 
and (2) Georgia Richmond . 

157. JAMES6 RATHBUN (Philander 
Daniel4 Joshua3 John2

-
1

) , born Sept. 
16, 1786, at Lenox, Mass. He studied 
law and moved to Rhinebeck, Dutchess 

County, N.Y., where he was admitted to 
the bar in 1815, and was in practice by 
1819 as a member of the firm, "Smith 
and Rathbun, counsellors and attorneys 
at law." He was married at nearby 
Athens on May 19, 1819, to Caroline 
Williams Hamilton, born Aug. 15,1794, 
daughter of Seth and __ Hamilton. 
They moved in 1833 to Erie County, 
N.Y., and three years later to Castille, 
Wyoming County, where Caroline died 
Aug. 15, 1870, and James on Sept. 30, 
1871. 

CHILDREN 
JAMES HAMILTON, born July 12, 

1820; married Elizabeth Dildine. 
JANE A. , born Nov. 20,1821; married 

Edward Huntington. 
HARRIET EMMA, born Sept. 6, 1823; 

married Norman Fitch. 
ROBERT BOLIVAR, born June 2, 

1825; married Augusta Martindale. 
NARCISSA C., born May 29, 1827; 

married Charles Stevens. 

158. PHILANDER6 RATHBUN (Philan­
der5 Daniel4 Joshua3 John2

-
1

) , born 
Jan. 27, 1796, at Stockbridge, Mass. 
(According to an early Erie County, 
N.Y., history, his first name was Fer­
nando, but he always went by Phil­
ander). He married on Jan. 25, 1818, 
Cynthia Van Brent, born April 20, 1801 , 
parentage unknown. He had learned the 
carding and cloth-dressing business 
from his father, and went into the cloth­
ing business at Albany by 1820. He 
moved his business to Buffalo, N.Y., by 
1830 and added a line of groceries. In 
1836, he moved to nearby Hamburg, 
and added dry goods, making his busi­
ness a general store. In 1851, he sold 
his business and accompanied his son, 
Frederick, to California during the Gold 
Rush days. He returned to Hamburg by 
1853, when he was named town clerk, a 
post he held until 1856, and again from 
1858 to 1860. From 1861 to 1876, he 
was the town postmaster. His wife 
Cynthia died Nov. 12, 1840, at Ham­
burg, and he was married on March 17, 



1842, to Sarah B. Parks, born Dec. 18, 
1817, daughter of James and __ 
Parks. Philander died Feb. 14, 1886, 
aged 90, at Randolph, N.Y. Sarah died 
in 1892. 

CHILDREN 
(By Cynthia) 

WATTS STOCKTON, born Aug . 3, 
1820; died July 7, 1848, at Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

WASHINGTON, born March 10, 
1823; died Aug . 10, 1833. 

JAMES, born Oct. 8, 1826; married 
Mary Spiking. 

LIVINGSTON, born Dec. 27, 1830; no 
known marriage. 

FREDERICK VAN WORMER, born ' 
April 12, 1835; no known marriage. 

SARAH EVELINE, born March 22, 
1839; married (1) Julian Miller, and (2) 
__ Campbell. 
(By Sarah) 

ROMEllA CYNTHIA, born Feb. 27, 
1843; died May 1, 1891 , unmarried. 

WILLIAM WELLINGTON, born May 
11 , 1845; married Mary Burke. 

MARION, born about 1847; died in 
infancy. 

JULIA CORDELIA, born July 16, 
1853; married William Van Ostrand on 
Sept. 30, 1874. 

159. SYLVESTER6 RATHBUN (Philan­
der5 Dan iel4 Joshua3 John2

-
1
), born 

Nov. 5, 1789, in West Stockbridge, 
Mass. He moved as a young man to 
Schoharie County, N .Y., where he mar­
ried about 1818 Cornelia (Hynds?) , born 
about 1801 , parentage unknown. In 
1821 , he was a lieutenant in the Scho­
harie County militia, living at Sharon. By 
1830, they had moved to Albany, where 
he opened a grocery store. He last ap­
pears in Albany land records in 1852. 
Nothing more is known of him or his 
wife. 

CHILDREN 
WELLINGTON, born June 5, 1819; 

died Jan. 26, 1820. 
CHARLES D., born Aug. 14, 1822; 

married Julia Olive Kelsey. 
GEORGE S., born about 1825; mar­

ried Elizabeth __ . 
CAROLINE, born about 1827; alive in 

1850, no known marriage. 
FRANCES, born about 1830; married 

__ Pang borne. 

EMMA, born about 1836; married 
James M. Brumagun. 

MARY, born in Sept, 1840; died Dec. 
8, 1844. 

160. SIDNEY SMITH6 RATHBONE 
(PhilanderS Daniel4 Joshua3 John2

-
1

) , 

born April 24, 1800, at West Stock­
bridge, Mass. He moved as a young 
man to Schoharie County, N.Y., and 
was married June 22, 1822, at St. Paul's 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Scho­
harie, to Eva A Shaffer, born Oct. 3, 
1803, daughter of Peter and __ 
Shaffer. They moved to Castille, Gen­
esee County, N.Y. , where Eva died on 
May 13, 1859. He later moved to Mit­
chell County. S.D., where he died May 
3, 1883, of Bright's Disease. 

CHILDREN 
JULIA A , born March 7, 1823; mar­

ried Edwin B. Conklin on Dec. 9, 1848. 
MARIA LOUISA, born June 20, 1824; 

married Lewis (or Levi) Billings on Sept. 
19, 1850. 

BRITTANIA CAROLINE, born Feb. 
18, 1827; married Richard M. Tunks on 
Oct. 11, 1849. 

CATHERINE J., born Feb. 14, 1830; 
married Christopher Van Liew on Sept. 
4, 1850. 

ELMIRA, born Nov. 29, 1833; married 
John David Brownell on May 5, 1867. 

CYNTHIA, born June 16, 1836; mar­
ried Merritt Keith on Oct. 24, 1866. 

CLARISSA A , born April 8, 1838; 
married Wallace W. Slocum on Dec. 20, 
1860. 

GEORGE DELEVAN, born March 23, 
1840; married Louisa Leddick. 

HELEN AUGUSTA, born April 25, 
1844; married (1) Edwin H. Slocum on 
June 2, 1862, and (2) after Slocum's 
death in the Civil War, married Darius 
Matteson on March 9, 1866. 

161. HIRAM VALENTINE6 RATHBUN 
(Valentine5 Daniel4 Joshua3 John2-1), 

born in February, probably 1798, in 
Rock City, N.Y. He attended Union Col­
lege in Schenectady, N.Y., where he 
was graduated in 1815. He then studied 
law and and began practicing in Port 
Byron, N.Y. He later moved to New York 
City, where he was married Dec. 17, 
1847, to Margaret Wanamaker, born 
about 1824, ancestry unknown. He de­
veloped a prosperous law practice, and 

they bought a home in Jersey City, N.J., 
where he died Feb. 20, 1855. Margaret 
later moved to Chicago, where she died 
Jan. 18, 1904. 

Hiram Valentine Rathbun 
(1798-1855) 

Margaret (Wanamaker) Rathbun 
(ca. 1824-1904) 

(continued on page 46) 

45 



Genealogy 

(continued from page 45) 

CHILD 
ANNA AUGUSTA, born Jan. 9, 1849; 

married Alanson Bernard Russ on Aug. 
13, 1866. 

162. DR. LORENZ0 6 RATHBUN 
(Johns Daniel4 Joshua3 John2-' ) , born 
Feb. 25, 1801 , at Lee, Mass. He studied 
medicine and moved to Hamilton 
County, III., where he began his practice 
in 1822. He was married at McLeans­
boro on July 20, 1824, to Permelia An­
derson, born Sept. 28, 1807, daughter 
of John and Mourning (Maulding) An­
derson. He practiced medicine at Mc­
Leansboro for 56 years, retiring in 1878 
at the age of 77. He died there Nov. 25, 
1885, and Permelia on July 21 , 1887. 

CHILDREN 
CELIA J., born Sept. 27, 1825; died 

Jan. 7, 1838. 

EDWARD DOUGLAS, born Aug. 15, 
1827; married Lucy Sharp. 

MARY ELIZABETH, born Dec. 29, 
1829; married Dr. Valentine S. Benson. 

JOHN, born Jan. 13, 1832; died Oct. 
5, 1832. 

ELIZA ANGELINE, born July 29, 
1833; married John Burton on Nov. 25, 
1849. 

ELSA, born May 29, 1835; died Oct. 
15, 1842. 

SARAH CATHERINE, born June 29, 
1837; died Sept. 23,1845. 

MINERVA JANE, born April 7, 1839; 
married James Towle on May 26, 1867. 

MELISSA, born Feb. 25, 1841 ; mar­
ried Thomas J. Van Horn on Nov. 8, 
1866. 

RICHARD VALENTINE, born Feb. 7, 
1843; he served three years in the Army 
during the Civil War, then studied med­
icine, graduating in 1871 from the Ken­
tucky School of Medicine. He died the 
following year, on Jan. 26, 1872. 

GEORGE RANKIN , born Jan. 18, 
1845; died Sept. 18, 1872, unmarried. 

CAROLINE, born Nov. 23, 1846; mar­
ried John C. Crawford on May 18, 1873. 

ELLEN, born Sept. 26, 1848; died 
Jan. 17, 1931, unmarried. 

JULIA ANNA, born Aug, 15, 1850; 
married William F. Alden on Dec. 31 , 
1872. 

46 

163. DR. VALENTINE 6 RATHBUN 
(Johns Daniel4 Joshua3 John2-' ) , born 
Feb. 25, 1815, in Ballston, N.Y. He 
moved to Illinois as a young man, stud-· 
ied medicine under his brother, Dr. Lor­
enzo Rathbun, and then attended St. 
Louis Medical College, where he was 
graduated in 1851 , at the age of 36. He 
was married that year, on Nov. 16, to 
Lucinda (Clayton) Baker, born in 1816, 
parentage unknown, who was the 
widow of James Baker. Valentine prac­
ticed medicine for nine years at Raleigh, 
III. , then moved his practice to Har­
risburg, III. He retired in his sixties, and 
died in 1898. [ucinda died in 1905. 

CHILDREN 
JOHN VALENTINE, born in Nov. 

1855; married (1) Josephine E. Nyberg, 
and (2) Bertha Henke. 

WALTER R. , born April 15, 1857; 
married Maud C. Parker. 

164. JOHN TOBy6 RATHBUN (Johns 
Daniel4 Joshua3 John2

-' ), born March 8, 
1810, at Ballston, N.Y., and moved with 
his parents as a boy to Scipio, N.Y. He 
was married there about 1835 to Abigail 
Maria Reed, born Sept. 2, 1815, daugh-

John Toby Rathbun 
(1810-1893) 

ter of Jesse and Joanna (Carpenter) 
Reed. She died 10 years later, on April 
15, 1845, at Scipio, having borne four 
children. John was married two years 
later, on Sept. 22, 1847, to Sarah Maria 
Benjamin, born March 20, 1822, daugh­
ter of Simeon and Sarah (Goldsmith) 
Benjamin. John was a prominent civic 
leader in the Scipio area, serving as 
Cayuga County supervisor and then as 
a state assemblyman for three terms. 
He and his family moved in 1857 to 
Elmira, N.Y., where he became a lead­
ing citizen. We are planning a separate 
story on his outstanding career. Sarah 
died April 15, 1888, in Florida, and John 
died Jan. 23, 1893, at Elmira. 

CHILDREN 
(By Abigail) 

GEORGE REED, born May 24, 1836; 
married (1) Mary Fitch, and (2) Mary 
Gorham. 

MARY ELIZABETH, born May 14, 
1838; married Samuel Van Campen on 
June 3, 1863. 

JOHN H., born April 26, 1840; died 
Jan. 8, 1880; no known marriage. 

CAROLINE M., born March 10, 1843; 
died May 10, 1844. 
(By Sarah) 

SIMON BENJAMIN, born Aug. 12, 
1848; married Sarah A. Hilton. 

SARAH MARIA, born Oct. 3, 1850; 
died June 7. 1856. 

WILLIAM R., born April ,17, 1855; 
married Lucy Tompkins. 

LOUIS GOLDSMITH, born Oct. 25, 
1857; married Maria Tuttle Benjamin. 

JANET RATHBUN of Rapid City, S.D., 
has sent us a list of Rathbun mis­
spellings she has collected over the 
years, on envelopes addressed to her 
and her husband, Grove. The list in­
cludes 36 variations! - Ratbon, Rath­
gun , Rathborn , Rathbon , Rathbien , 
Ratheun , Rathrug , Rathbaum, Rath­
dun , Rathsburn , Rathbur , Rathlum, 
Rathbow, Rathlern, Rathbrim, Rathrim, 
Rathkin, Rathhbun, Rahtbun , Rahtburn , 
Rathlrein , Rathlren, Rauthhawn, Raty­
bun , Ranthum , Rothbum , Rothdun , 
Rotheum, Rothburn , Raphbum, Raph­
bun, Raphun, Tathbun, Arathbun and 
Wrathbun. 



Queries 
WANTED - Information on Jerry Ray­
mond Rathburn, born March 21 , 1888, 
in Kansas or Oklahoma. He married 
Maude Long in 1911 at Denver, Colo., 
and Florence May Guthrie in 1915 at 
Winnemucca, Nev. Jerry and Florence 
had seven children - Wayne, Stanley, 
Leonard, Florence, Rita, Charles and 
Jene (Jean?) - and were living in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, as late as 1932. 

WANTED - Information on Ransom 
Rathbone Brenenstall , born March 16, 
1838, in Cattaraugus County, N.Y., the 
son of Michael and Rheuby (Freeman) 
Brenenstall . Why was he named Ran­
som Rathbone? 

WANTED - Information on the an­
cestry of Anna Allen , born Feb. 14, 
1777, who married RobertS Rathbun 
(Jeremiah4 Joseph3 .2 John') about 
1793, probably in New York State. Her 
father may have been Caleb Allen. 

WANTED - Information on Walter 
Rathbone, born May 29, 1898, in Law­
rence, Kansas, to Mary (Stokely) and 
Abraham? Rathbone (John6 Williams 
Wait4 Joshua3 John2-') . Did he marry 
and have children? When and where did 
he die? 

WANTED - Information on Randolph 
Rathbun, born about 1794 in New York 
State, who was living in Whitehall, N.Y., 
in 1860, with Henry and Mary Priest. 

HELEN M. RATHBUN was elected 
president of a Rathbun-Rathbone­
Rathburn organization covering Rhode 
Island and nearby sections of Con­
necticut and Massachusetts. The organ­
izational meeting, held April 24 in Rhode 
Island, attracted 30 cousins. 

Ellen (Rathbun) Kenyon was named 
vice-president ; Mildred Rathbun , 
secretary-treasurer, and Frank E. Rath­
bun, historian. 

The next meeting has been sched­
uled for October 16. 

Answers 
Vol. 7, No.4 - Hannah Gillihan, wife of 
William Riley6 Rathbun (Amis Job4 Ben­
jamin3 Joseph2 John') , was the daugh­
ter of Mark Hardin Gillihan and Sarah 
(Askrin) Gillihan. They were neighbors 
of Abraham Lincoln 's family in Ken­
tucky, but were not related. Our thanks 
to Eileen Owens, a descendant, who 
has done exhaustive research on the 
Gillihan family. 

Vol. 7, No. 4 - Chan C. Rathbun was 
Chauncey C. Rathbun, son of Franklin8 

Rathbun (Amos? Asa6 Abels John4 
Jonathan3 John2-' ) . Our thanks to Rob 
Rathbun. 

Vol. 1, No. 1 - John S. Rathbun was 
most likely the son of Thomass Rathbun 
(John4-3 Thomas2 John ' ). 

Vol. 6, NO. 3 - John E. Rathbun was the 
son of Ebenezer6 Rathbun (Ebenezer 
Thomas4 Jonathan3 Will iam2 John ' ). 

Thanks 
WE THANK the following members who 
have sent us family data, pictures, clip­
pings and other materials: Edith Pet­
erson, John Bowen, Rob Rathbun, Bet­
tye Rathbone, Doreen Davidson, Mar­
jorie Pearson, Ellen Gardner Brown, 
Mary Jane Christensen, Howard and 
Hooter Colburn, Edison and Polly Rath­
bone, Katherine Coner, Glenn E. Rath­
bun, Betty Drake, Joe Wiswall , Roy 
Rathbun, Viola McLeod, Victor and Ruth 
Streeter, Beverly Gillette, Helen M. 
Rathbun , Donald Rathbun , Charles 
Dusbabek, Dr. Earl and Gayle Antes, 
Anna Angelini , Mary Van Epps, Grove 
and Jan Rathbun , Russell Rathbun, 
Clair Cornell , Rosma Limbeck, Kathy 
Phillips, Donna Bender, Roy and Anna 
May Rathbun, Jim Chivers, Dale Ben­
nett, Patricia. Berry, Lauren and Helen 
Landis, Ben and Rosalie Rathbun , Bill 
and Caroline Stelzner, Reba Reeves, 
Lee Sherry and Mildred Rathburn . 

Capt. Ben Rathbun 
Hero in Rescue 
of Four at Sea 

Captain Benjamin Rathbun of Noank, 
Conn., played a major role early in May 
in the rescue of four young men whose 
nine-foot fiberglass dinghy capsized 
and sank a half-mile offshore in Fishers 
Island Sound. 

Rathbun , who operates a sport­
fishing boat, was awakened shortly after 
midnight by a neighbor who had heard 
someone calling for help in the Sound. 

Joined by the neighbor and four 
others, Rathbun set out in his fishing 
boat, the Anna R. , and headed toward 
the voices which could still be heard. 

They first found 27-year-old William 
Fisher, who was trying to swim ashore to 
get help. About 500 feet away they lo­
cated Fisher's three companions, cling­
ing to a water cooler which had re­
mained afloat after the boat sank. 

The four had been in the 46-degree 
water for about 45 minutes, and. could 
not have survived much longer. 

Rathbun credited his neighbor who 
had heard the youths' cries for help. "If it 
hadn't been for him, the boys would 
have drowned," he said. "I didn't do any­
thing but steer the boat: It was no big 
deaL" His wife, Rosalie, doesn't agree. "I 
am very proud of him," she said. 

Rathbun descends from a long line of 
sea captains in Noank. He is the son of 
Benjam i n9 Rathbun (Benjamin 8 

William? Benjamin6 SamuelS Elijah4 

Samuel3-
2 John' ). 

RALPH CHUBBUCK and his spec­
tacular iris garden were featured in the 
January 1988 issue of "Kansas, " a 
magazine published by the Kansas De­
partment of Commerce. Ralph has 
some 6,000 square feet of garden de­
voted to irises, including over 400 vari­
eties. Ralph and his wife, Jeanne, live 
near Concordia, Kansas, and are mem­
bers of our Association . Ralph is a de­
scendant of John Chubbuck and Jer­
usha6 Rathbun (JobS William4 Job3 Jo­
seph2 John ' ). 
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People 
WILLIAM D. RATHBUN, son of David 
and Sandra (Brown) Rathbun , of 
Greene, R.I., was graduated recently 
from U.S. Air Force basic training at 
Lackland AFB, Texas. He is a grandson 
of Dora (Repose) Rathbun and the late 
Frederick 10 Rathbun (Leonard 9 

William8 John7-6 Joseph5 Joshua4 

John3-2-1). 

PAMELA WILLIAMS has been named 
to the United States National Award 
Honor Roll , a prestigious honor granted 
to less then 10 percent of all American 
college students. Pam, wife of Walter 
Williams, is a student at Peru State Col­
lege, in Nebraska. She is the daughter 
of Rodney and Donna (Rathbun) Rob­
ison, and granddaughter of Paul and 
Zona Rathbun, all members of our As­
sociation. Paul is the son of Fred8 Rath­
bun (William7 John6 Perry5 Edmund4 

JohnH -1) . 

DEBORA JEAN ANTES and Mark 
Johnson were married Feb. 29, 1988, in 
Denver, Colo. She is the daughter of our 
members, Dr. Earl and Gayle Antes. 
Since they were married on Feb. 29, 
they will have to wait four years for their 
first anniversary. Gayle Antes is the 
granddaughter of Frederick Noble8 

Rathbun (Edward7 Charles6 Joshua5 

Amos4 Joshua3 John2
-
1

) . 

BEVERLY GILLETTE of Schuyler, 
N.Y. , has been named to a planning 
committee to organize a bi-centennial 
celebration in 1992 to mark the 200th 
anniversary of the town , founded in 
1772. An active member of our Associa­
tion, she is the wife of Lowell Gillette and 
the daughter of James Norman9 Rath­
bun (James8 JohnH Thomas5 John4 
Samuel3 Thomas2 Johnl). 

ELIZABETH ANN RATHBUN is being 
sought by her former classmates of the 
1963 graduating class at Falls Church 
High School in Virginia, for a class re­
union planned for next month. She was 
living in Falls Church in 1963, was born 
about 1946, but her present location and 
the names of her parents are not known. 
Can anyone help? 
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Our New 
Members 

Ward and Patricia Berry 
Cos Cob, Conn. 

Donna Beuthen 
Hemlock, Mich. 

Darleen Boyle 
Las Vegas, Nev. 

Mary Christensen 
Richfield, Minn. 

Edith M. Leppla 
Mosinee, Wlsc. 

Phyllis Miller 
Davenport, Iowa 

Births 
BORN - June 6, 1988, William Fred­
erick Rathbun, son of Frank H. Rathbun 
III and Janice (Finneran) Rathbun , and 
grandson of our editor, Frank Hug09 

Rathbun (Frank8 Hug07 Charles6 

Amos5-4 Joshua3 John2
-1) , all of Fairfax, 

Va. Little "Billy" has an older brother, 
Frank Hugo Rathbun IV, aged two. 

BORN - Feb. 26, 1988, Diana Rachael 
Jensen, daughter of Kurt and Carol 
(Mercer) Jensen, and granddaughter of 
our members William and Muriel (Rath­
bun) Mercer. Muriel is the daughter of 
Winfred 9 Rathbun (Dutee8 George7 

Joshua6 Acors5 Joshua4-3 John2-1). 

BORN - March 1, 1988, Ashley Marie 
Gillespie, daughter of Gary and Theresa 
Gillespie and granddaughter of our 
members Victor and Ruth Streeter, of 
Sparta, Wisc. The birth came exactly a 
year after the birth of another grandchild 
- Patrick Joseph Gillespie, born March 
1, 1987, the sixth son of Curtis and 
Cathy Gillespie. 

Obituaries 
DIED - April 28, 1988, at Albany, N.Y., 
Ashley A. Rathbun, aged 67. An Army 
veteran of World War II, he was a son of 
Perry8 Rathbun (NormanH John5 Ro­
ger4 Samuel3 Thomas2 Johnl). He is 
survived by his wife, Frances; a son, 
Glen A. Rathbun; a daughter, Gail A. 
Rathbun; a brother, Norman Rathbun, 
and two sisters, Hazel Barrett and Fran­
ces Staples. 

DIED - June 10, 1988, at Fredericton, 
New Brunswick, Canada, Inez (Rath­
burn) Cooper, aged 73, a member of our 
Association. She was the daughter of 
Caleb9 Rathburn (George8-7 Joseph6-5 

Obadiah4 John3 William2 Johnl). She is 
survived by five sons, ten grandchildren, 
and two great-grandchildren; a brother, 
Eldon Rathburn, and a sister, Joan Mor­
ris , both members of our Association. 

DIED - May 21, 1988, at Jacksonville, 
Florida, Wilber W. Paulk, aged 76. He 
was the husband of our member, Annie 
Laura (Rathbun) Paulk, daughter of 
John8 Rathbun (Hallef Thomas 6-5 

John4 Samuel3 Thomas2 Johnl ). 

DIED - April 24, 1988, at Little Falls, 
N.Y., Naomi Mary (Rathbun} Herring­
shaw, aged 90. She was the daughter 
and last surviving child of John8 'Rath­
bun (JohnH Thomas5 John4 Samuel3 

Thomas2 Johnl) and Myra Tompkins. 
She is survived by two sons and a 
daughter; 11 grandchildren; 24 great­
grandchildren, and one great-great­
granddaughter. Her husband, Fred Her­
ringshaw, died in 1946. 

DIED - April 17, 1988, at Redkey, Indi­
ana, Helen Jeanette (Rathbun) Land­
ess, aged 77. She was the youngest 
daughter of Ulysses Grant8 Rathbun 
(Alfred7 Daniel 6 Gideon5 Edmund4 

John3 -
2

-
1

) , and widow of John Herbert 
Landess. She is survived by a son and 
daughter, several grandchildren, and a 
brother, Harry Rathbun, a member of 
our Association. 


