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Letter from the Editor
The big news for me this summer is
the birth of my fourth grandchild - William Frederick Rathbun , born June 6 to
my son , Frank, and his wife, Janice.
Details in the birth section of this issue.
My son is doing his best to keep my line
of the family going into the next century.
In our 1987 financial report (January
1988 issue), I estimated the printing cost
of our 1985-86 Indexes at $1 ,500. The
actual cost turned out to be $2,462,
nearly $1,000 over my estimate. This
means that we ended the fiscal year with
a surplus of about $500, rather than
$1 ,500. This should present no problem
if we can keep ou r membership near the
500 mark. (It is now 485). Several new
members have helped the situation by
purchasing all the back issues, at $110
per set.
We have definitely decided to hold our
fourth national reunion next year in
Rhode Island. Hazel and I will be going
to Rhode Island in the fall to make arrangements. We were influenced in our
decision by the fact that we had our last
two reunions in the west.
However, two members - Russ
Rathbun and Glenn Rathbun - have
since made the point that we haven 't
had a reunion as yet in the real "west. "
As an East-coaster, I had considered
Rapid City to be in the west, but at the
suggestion of Russ and Glenn, I looked
more closely at a map of the United
States. I immediately saw that I was
wrong! South Dakota is midwest. Accordingly, the real "west" should be our
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site in 1991 . Boise, Idaho, is the leading
contender. Let me know your thoughts.
In our last issue, on page 26, we referred to a picture of a horse-powered
mill, which we had planned to use with
the story on our family's millers. The
picture had to be dropped for lack of
space, but we forgot to delete the reference. Also in the last issue, in the list of
new members, John A. Rathbun lives in
Hernando, Florida, not California.
In each issue, I offer thanks to all
members who have sent me family data,
pictures and other material so valuable
in our continuing effort to record the
family history. I would like to pay special
thanks thi~ month to several members
who have done some especially valuable and detailed research for me.
Lauren and Helen Landis of Canton ,
Ohio, sent me a thick package of data
they had collected in libraries and courthouses in the Akron area - birth, death
and marriage records ; cemetery inscriptions, probate and land records, and city
directories.
Lee Sherry of Beaumont, California,
visited the San Bernardino library and
gathered a most valuable packet of information on our family members from
cemetery records , county histories,
census records and city directories.
This is the type of research we really
need, and any of you can do the same
by visiting your local library and courthouse. It would be most appreciated.
Between researching and writing the
Historian articles, I just don't have time
for the family research that I do enjoy,
and that is so vital to our work. Please
help if you can . Librarians and courthouse clerks are happy to cooperate .
Also, on behalf of our Association , let
me express birthday greetings to our
oldest member, Lois (Rathbone)
McEachern, who was 96 on July 18. And
best wishes also to Vera Schranck, who
was 93 on May 26, and Oliver Rathbun ,
who will be 94 on December 29.
And to all of you , my best wishes for a
safe and happy summer.
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Family's Longest
Marriage Lasted
For 73 Years!
In our October 1987 issue we listed
some of the shortest marriages recorded in our family tree. For contrast,
we now list some of the longest:
The record is probably held by Frank
A. Rathbun and Ethel Fowler, who were
married in 1910 and celebrated their
73rd anniversary in 1983 - the same
year that both died, only two days apart
- he 95 and she 96. Frank was the son
of Charles 8 Rathbun (Seneca 7 Joh n6
Josephs Joshua4 John3 -2- 1).
A close second is Frank's brother
Ernest Charles Rathbun, who was mar~
ried in 1912 to Eola May King , his second marriage . They celebrated their
72nd anniversary in 1984, the year that
both died only two weeks apart - he
101 and she 91 .
Valentine W. Rathbun and Tabitha
Brown were married in 1744, when he
was 19 and she 16. They celebrated
their 64th anniversary in 1808, the year
he made his will. He died six years later,
but her death date is not known , so we
do not know just how long their marriage
lasted. Valentine was the son of
Joshua3 Rathbun (John 2- 1).
Valentine's brother, Daniel, was married in 1758 to Sarah Higbee, and had
been married nearly 65 years when he
died in 1823, aged almost 92. Sarah
lived until 1835, and died at 96.
Their nephew Samuel Rathbone (son
of John) was married in 1800 to Mary
Turner, and they marked their 65th anniversary seven months before his
death on Nov. 5, 1865, aged 89. Mary
lived another three years , and died at
the age of 87.
A niece of Valel'ltine and Daniel Martha Rathbun (daughter of Job) was
married in 1779 to Solomon Cleveland
who died in 1844 after 65 years of mar~
riage . Martha lived until 1850, and died
at the age of 90.
A descendant of Valentine - Albert
Henry8 Rathbun (Valentine 7 -6 Daniels
Valentine 4 Joshua3 John 2 - 1) , married
Catherine Kinsley in 1878 and had been
married 64 years when she died in 1942.
Albert died five years later, aged 93.

Susan Rathbun Predicted
Deaths of Family Members
his story was told to me some 35
years ago by my uncle, Charles
B. Rathbun (1870-1956), and has
been part of our family lore for several
generations. I cannot vouch for its accuracy, but am writing it based on my
memory of what he related to me.

T

Susan M. Rathbun was born May 9,
1839, in Cayuga County, N.Y. , "with a
veil over her face," according to family
tradition. The midwife who presided at
the birth predicted that she would be a
gifted child with great powers.
As the years went by , however,
Susan appeared to be just an ordinary
girl, the youngest daughter and second
youngest of 12 children born to Charles 6
Rathbun (Amos 5 - 4 Joshua 3 John 2 - 1 )
and his first wife, Anna Kniffin. The family moved to Grand Rapids , Michigan, in
1844, when Susan was five years old.
Charles Rathbun operated a hotel
(The Rathbun House - see our Oct.
1982 issue) for seven years, then
bought and moved to a farm in Paris
Township just outside Grand Rapids.
The family was living there in 1854,
when an event occurred which went
unnoticed at the time , but which was the
first in an almost unbelievable series.
In the middle of the night, on August
21 , 1854, the entire family was awakened by frightened cries from Susan's
bedroom. They all rushed in to find her
near hysteria, her eyes glazed with
fright. When she had calmed down
enough to talk, she told them that she
had awakened to see a large black bird
perched on the foot of her bed, staring at
her with solemn, unblinking eyes.
At her first scream, she said, the bird
disappeared. Her mother soothed the
frightened girl and assured her that it
had been only a bad dream. The days
and weeks went by, and the incident
was forgotten.
It was not even remembered some
months later, when word was received
that Susan's brother, Amos , aged 27,
had been killed the very day of Susan's

Susan (Rathbun) Lawton (1839-1920?),
about 1867 with her first child, Wallace
Rathbun Lawton.

dream, when he fell from a cliff in California. He and his brother, Lansing , had
gone to California the previous year in .
the aftermath of the 1849 "Gold Rush."
But Susan's dream, and Amos' death ,
were recalled vividly a year later.
On the night of September 20, 1855,
Susan's screams again wakened the
entire family, and they again rushed to
her bedside. Again she told them that
the great black bird had appeared at the
foot of her bed, and had disappeared
when she began to scream. Again, she
was comforted with the assurance that it
had been only a bad dream.
But one member of the family did not
join in the assurances. Susan's grandmother, Charity (Brundage) Kniffin, who
lived with the family, did not join the
others in responding to the girl's cries.
Susan 's mother, Anna , went to the
grandmother's room and returned ,
white - faced , to announce that
"Grandma Kniffin" had died in her sleep.

In the days of mourning that followed,
did anyone connect the deaths of Amos
Rathbun and Charity Kniffin to Susan's
dreams? Family tradition does not say,
but the connection became tragically
clear a few weeks later.
Susan's mother was not in good
health , and her mother's death had
been very hard on her. It was decided to
send her on a visit back to New York
State, hoping that old friends and old
surroundings would be good for her.
She left Grand Rapids October 8, on a
train bound for Lansing, the first leg of
her trip.
That night, Susan again awoke to find
,he black bird on her bed. This time, she
tried not to panic, and called out to her
father, loudly but trying to control her
fear. By tl,e time her father arrived, the
bird was gone, and Susan even managed to joke with her father about it.
There was no more joking the next
day, when word came that Anna Rathbun's trip had ended in tragedy. She had
been taken from the train at Martin, in
Allegan County, after suffering a seizure, and died a few hours later in a hotel
room.
Charles Rathbun suddenly realized
the mysterious coincidence of his
daughter's dreams and the deaths of his
wife and mother-in-law, and it was a
simple matter to figure out that Susan's
first dream had occured on the very day
his son Amos had died, even though
news of that tragedy had not arrived for
several months.
The midwife'S prophecy was now revived, and the family came to look upon
Susan with a mixture of awe and fear, as
well as sympathy. They all waited for
another dream, to see if another family
death would come with it.
But the years crept by, and the family
circle remained unbroken. There were
no more dreams of the black bird.
Charles Rathbun remarried, and one by

(continued on page 42)
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Rathbones of Albany, N.Y.,
Achieved Wealth and Fame
OSt of our family members in
America during the 1800s were
farmers and laborers, with a
sprinkling of small businessmen, innkeepers, millers, blacksmiths, lawyers,
doctors and teachers. Very few became
wealthy or famous . Among those who
did are ranked the Rathbones of Albany,
N.Y. , who began as grocers and ended
up as owners of one of America's largest
stove-manufacturing companies. In less
than a century , this distinguished
branch of our family produced a mayor
of Albany, a congressman, a general , an
assistant secretary ofthe U.S. Treasury,
and a host of prominent industrialists,
financiers and attorneys.

M

The Albany Rathbones began with
three brothers - Valentine, Jared and
Joel- sons of Samuels Rathbun (Joshua4 Jonathan 3 John 2 -') - who changed
the spelling of their name to Rathbone
early in the Nineteenth Century.
First of the three to settle in Albany
was Valentine Wightman Rathbone,
born in 1788, who moved from Salem ,
Conn. , his birthplace, to Albany some
time before 1814. He was married there
that year in the First Presbyterian
Church to Nancy Forsyth .
In partnership with William Adams , a
maternal uncle, Valentine operated a
wholesale grocery business at the
corner of Hudson and Quay Streets in
the heart of Albany's business district on
the Hudson River waterfront.
An early court record shows the firm
of Adams and Rathbone suing one of its
customers in Canajoharie for $48.22,
over a note dated Feb. 7, 1815. An early
history of Albany lists Valentine as one
of the city's most prominent pioneer
merchants.
Valentine , about 1832, turned thE;)
business over to his younger brother,
Jared Lewis Rathbone, born in 1791 ,
who had been associated with him in the
operation . Valentine retired to Clarkston, N.Y., where he died May 18, 1833,
aged 45. Since he died at such an early

36

Jared Lewis Rathbone (1791-1845),
mayor of Albany, N. Y., from 1839 to
1841, and father of Henry Reed Rathbone.

Henry Reed Rathbone (1837-1911),
son of Jared, as pictured about 1854
while a student at Union College, Schenectady/ N. Y.

age, it seems likely that his retirement
was due to poor health .
Valentine left his widow with four children - two boys and two girls. The
sons, John Finley Rathbone and Lewis
Rathbone, were destined to play major
roles in Albany history.
Jared Lewis Rathbone took as his
partner Lyman Chapin, and continued to
operate the wholesale business on
Quay Street. Under the name Rathbone
and Chapin, they expanded the business into general merchandising .
The business prospered, and Jared
became a leading figure in the commu-

nity, financially and politically. He was
elected to several terms on the city
council , and on Jan. 21 , 1839, his fellow
councilmen appointed him as mayor. A
year later, after the city charter was
amended to provide for a popular vote
for mayor, he was elected to the office
on the Whig ticket, defeating Democrat
Erastus Corning by a vote of 2466 to
2099. Jared thus became Albany's last
appointed mayor and first elected
mayor.
He went on to become one of the
town's most influential citizens, serving
as trustee and later president of the

Albany Medical College, and director of
both the State Bank of Albany and the
Albany Insurance Company.
Jared's promising career was cut
short when he died on May 13, 1845, at
the age of 54, leaving his widow, Pauline
(Penney) Rathbone, with three young
children . One of their sons was the illfated Henry Reed Rathbone , who was in
the presidential box on the night Abraham Lincoln was assassinated . (See
story in our issue of Oct. 1981). Pauline
was married a few years later to Ira
Harris, a justice of the New York Supreme Court and later a United States
senator during the Civil War.
The third and youngest brother was
Joel Rathbone , born in 1806 , who
moved to Albany in 1822 at the age of 16
to work as a clerk in the grocery store
then operated by his brother Valentine.
Two years later, he became a partner in
the business.
In 1827, at the age of 21 , he formed a
partnership with Thomas Heermans
and went into business as "Heermans
and Rathbone, iron mongers and hardware merchants" at 47 State Street, with
an assembly shop at 11 Green Street. In
view of his youthful age, it seems likely
that he was financed in the venture by
his two older brothers. It was to become
a family tradition with the Albany
Rathbones.
Albany at this time was emerging as a
major center of trade and transportation.
The Hudson River served as a direct
route south to New York City, the nation 's leading seaport, and the recently
completed Erie Canal was the gateway
to the fast developing area of western
New York and the Great Lakes region .
One of primary needs of the western
pioneers, and indeed most citizens of
the United States , was an iron stove for
cooking and heating . Stoves were rapidly replacing fireplaces throughout the
nation. Rathbone and Heermans recognized a profitable market, and began
specializing in stoves.
For several years , they brought iron
castings from foundries in Philadelphia
and New Jersey, and assembled the
stoves themselves . In 1829, they purchased 750 tons of cast iron stove
plates.
The cost of shipping the heavy castings became such a burden that Rathbone made his own stove designs and
contracted with an Albany foundry to

One of the earliest stoves produced by Heermans and Rathbone (Thomas Heermans
and Joel Rathbone) in the late 18205, a Franklin-type parlor stove. (Albany Institute).

cast them for him. The foundry had experience only in casting parts for machinery and farm equipment, and the
results did not satisfy Rathbone.
In 1829, Heermans died , and Rathbone became sale owner of the company. He immediately decided that the
answer to his problem was to build his
own foundry, which he did , on Lower
Broadway Street, a block from the riverfront. Designed specifically to produce stove castings , the foundry , called
Rathbone 's Furnace , proved highly
successful.
About this time , the area's dwindling
supply of timber had raised the price of
firewood to $15 a ton . Coal , available for
$10 a ton , quickly emerged as a cheaper
source of fuel.
Joel Rathbone , and other stove
manufacturers, redesigned their stoves,
adding grates and firebrick linings so
that the hotter burning coal could be
used.
Still seeking ways to increase profits,
Rathbone in 1838 built a cupola furnace
for his foundry, to replace his old blast
furnace . The cupola furnace had been

developed only a few years , and Rathbone was one of the first to use it in the
manufacture of stove castings .
Several stories high , the cupola furnace was fed from the top with alternating layers of pig iron , coke and limestone. The molten iron was removed at
the bottom and poured into casting
forms . The new system required less
coke , operated at a higher constant
temperature, and had fewer impurities.
The stove plates could be made thinner,
therefore lighter, and also of more exact
size, making tighter-fitting stove joints.
Joel also showed great talent as a
designer, and his stoves proved immensely popular. Dealers throughout
the country began to order Rathbone
Stoves.
Rathbone operated for some years on
his own , but added partners at various
times . Among them were Andrew
Sparkhawk, a relative on his mother's
side ; Benjamin Thomas , a veteran
stovemaker, and Addison Low, a stove
designer.

(continued on page 41)
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Research Sheds New Light
on Our Immigrant Ancestors
f In our first issue of January 1981 we
had a brief look at the lives of our
immigrant ancestors, John and Margaret (Acres) Rathbone/bun . In the past
few years , your editor has continued
researching , both in England and America. The following is a more detailed
study of their lives, based on this research. It should be noted that few English records of "ordinary" persons survive from the early 1600s, and that we
must draw conclusions and assumptions from those few that do survive.
Many statements in the story, accordingly, are preceded by such words as
probably , possibly , most likely or
maybe.

I

John Rathbone was baptized March
8, 1629 (1628 by 17th Century calendars) , at Farnworth Chapel , Lancashire, England, probably by the Rev.
William Sherlock, who was "minister in
charge" of the chapel from 1594 until
1641. The baptismal font he used is still
in the ancient chapel , which dates back
more than 800 years. Founded in 1180,
as the Chapel of St. Wilfred , it has been
enlarged and remodeled over the centuries, and since 1859 has been called
St. Luke's. Fortunately for us, the chu rch
registers , dating back to 1538, are still in
existence.
John was the third child and second
son of Thomas Rathbone, a 31-year-old
shoemaker in the little hamlet of Hough
Green, in Ditton Township, about two
miles from the chapel. The Rathbone
family had lived in Ditton for at least
three generations, and probably much
longer. (We are planning a later story on
these earlier Rathbones.)
Few ordinary Englishmen of the early
1600s owned land, and Thomas Rathbone, the shoemaker (also called cobbler or cordwainer) , most likely lived on
a small piece of land which he, and
possibly his father before him, occupied
on a long-term lease. The property was
perhaps owned by the wealthy Bold
family , which held title to more than
30,000 acres of land in the Ditton area.
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A typical English cottage of the 1600s, with half-timbered construction and a thatcheo'
roof. The home of Thomas Rathbone, the shoemaker of Hough Green, was probably
very similar, but without the glass window panes and possibly somewhat smaller.

We can only speculate on the Rathbone home. It was probably quite similar
to that pictured with this story - a small,
one-story cottage with an overhead loft,
built with a frame of timbers and filled in
with a mesh of smaller poles and covered with a mixture of mud and other
materials, called "wattle and daub." This
was whitewashed to contrast with the
dark timbers. The floor was probably of
packed dirt, and the windows were simply openings covered with shutters. Few
"common" people had glass windows in
this period .
The lower section was probably divided into two rooms - a combination
kitchen-living-dining room , with a fireplace, and a "chamber" which served as
the parents' bedroom and a storage
area. The children slept in the loft, which
was possibly divided into two sections
for the girls and boys .
The estate inventory of Thomas
Rathbone, who died in 1654, mentions a

"shop" containing "shoes, reather and
things belonging to the shoemaker
trade." The shop could have been either
part of the house or a separate building.
His will mentions his "new house," so we
know that the home had been built recently, possibly on the site of their old
house.
The will also mentions a "garden and
stock yard ." Every family had a garden
for raising vegetables, and the stock
yard would have been for the ''two cows ,
one heifer, one little calf and also one
mare" which were listed in the inventory.
Surprisingly, the inventory does not list
any chickens ; perhaps they were not
considered of enough value to mention.
The livestock was valued at seven
pounds, nearly one quarter of Thomas'
total assets of 29 pounds, thirteen shillings and two pence .
Their property was probably four to
ten acres. English law required that
every new cottage have at least four

acres. Thomas must have done some
farming , for the inventory also lists a
corn cart, a vegetable cart, a plow, plow
parts, a harrow and extra wheels and
rims.
There was probably a small barn or
storage shed. The inventory lists corn
and hay for the livestock, vegetables,
fuel (probably firewood) , grindstones,
muck (compost?), a quantity of hemp, a
"brake" (a device used for beating hemp
into useable fiber), and a pitchfork, ladder and other tools . The hemp was
probably used in Thomas' shoemaking
operations.
In the house were listed beds and
bedding, linens, chests, shelves, tables,
chairs , stools, a dishboard , yarn, earthenware , baskets, brass and pewter
items (dishes, candlesticks etc.), a hatrest, wisket (broom?) and clothing.
The inventory also lists "money due
by bonds and other ways " - five
pounds, 16 shillings. Some of this may
have been due from shoes he had sold
or repaired , but the reference to bonds
seems to suggest that he had made
loans or other investments. It would appear that Thomas was trying to move up
on the social scale - an early-day
"Yuppie."
As a skilled "artisan" - a classification which included such tradesmen
as carpenters, masons and tailors, as
well as shoemakers - Thomas Rathbone ranked a little higher on the social
scale than day laborors and tenant
farmers, but he was still near the bottom
of England's rigid class system. He
could never aspire to the "upper
classes" of nobility, landowners or professionals, and be called "gentleman,"
but he could hope to become a prosperous middle-class yeoman (landowning farmer) or a small shopkeeper.
In addition to making and repairing
shoes for his neighbors, Thomas probably took his wares to sell on market
days in Widnes and other nearby towns.
Thomas and his family no doubt ate
well, but their meals were chicken , fish
and mutton; rye or oat bread, and peas,
beans, cabbage and other vgegetables
from their garden. Only the gentility ate
beef and pork or white bread made from
wheat flour. Thomas and his family wore
clothing made from handspun wool.
Linens and silks were reserved for the
rich.

But compared to most other nations of
that day, England offered most "common people" a reasonably good life. Our
shoemaker ancestor very likely agreed
wholeheartedly with Bishop John Aylmer of London, who urged his fellow
Englishmen to "fall flat on thy face before God and give him thanks that thou
were born an Englishman and not a
French peasant , nor an Italian , nor
German ."
This was the world into which John
Rathbone was born in 1629, and in
which he was to spend his early years.
There were no schools for the lower
classes. Boys went to work by the time
they were 10 for neighboring farmers,
tradesmen or shopkeepers. Girls stayed
home to help their mothers with the gardening , cooking , sewing , milking and
other household chores.

Rev. Richard Mather (1596-1669), Puritan minister of Lancashire County who
began the migration from that area to
America in the 1630s. Our ancestor,
Thomas Rathbone, probably heard him
preach.

John Rathbone in later years in America was called a "husbandman"
(farmer), and it is likely that he worked
as a boy as a farm laborer. It is probable
that he also learned from his father the
shoemaking trade to some degree. With
no schooling, he was illiterate until his
death.
John seemed destined to live his life
in a manner little different from that of his
father and bis ancestors for many generations. But the winds of change were
beginning to blow, and his life would
change with them .

As a young boy, he was hardly aware
of the momentous events taking place in
England. Charles I, who had been king
since 1625, had led the nation into unpopular wars with France and Spain,
and dissolved the Parliament when it
refused to support his policies. Ruling
without a Parliament, Charles invaded
Scotland, raised taxes, and executed
his opponents.
In 1642, when John was 13 years old,
a Civil War broke out between the king's
supporters and the Parliamentarians. It
ended with the king arrested and beheaded . The monarchy was abolished ,
and Oliver Cromwell was named Lord
Protector, and head of the nation.
The years of war and military spending had the usual inflationary effect, with
one notable exception : wages remained
the same, while property values rose
sharply. The upper classes - merchants, landowners and speculators prospered more than ever, but the lower
classes, dependent on wages, found
themselves worse off than ever.
To make matters worse, England's
population was increasing rapidly, adding to the work force and helping to keep
wages low. Emigration to America, begun in the 1620s, became a more and
more attractive option . Contrary to popular belief, migration to America was
often more for economic than religious
reasons.
John Rathbone reached his 21 st
birthday in 1650. There is no record of
his participation in the Civil War, and we
have no way of knowing how he and his
family felt about the bitter dispute between the king and Parliament. It is likely
they had no strong feelings for either
side. Much of the king 's support came
from Roman Catholics, and the nobility.
The Parliament's support came primarily from wealthy middle class landowners and religious Puritans (those
who wanted to "purify" the English
church of all Catholic influence and rituals).
Based on their constant attendance at
Farnworth Chapel , The Rathbones
were neither Puritans nor Catholics, but
traditional Anglicans , most of whom
were neutral during the war.
There had been considerable migration to America for some years from the
southern Lancashire area near Ditton.

(continued on page 40)
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England
(continued from page 39)
The Rev. Richard Mather, pastor at the
Toxteth Chapel near Liverpool, some 10
miles from Ditton, had been a prominent
Puritan in the 1620s and 1630s until his
suspension in 1634 because of his Puritan beliefs. It is quite possible that he
preached occasionally at Farnworth ,
and that the Rathbones had heard him.
Mather migrated to America in 1635,
accompanied and later followed by
many of his parishioners.
Word filtered back to Lancashire of
these emigrants' success in New England, where land was available for all,
and where the soil and climate were so
much like those in England. The glowing
reports must have had a strong affect on
ambitious young men who saw little
prospect for improving their lives in
England.
It must have been in the early 1650s
that John Rathbone met Margaret
Acres, daughter of Thomas Acres of the
adjacent parish of Prescot. She was
born in 1633, and was four years
younger than John. They were married
about 1652 or 1653, but the marriage is
not recorded in either the Prescot or the
Farnworth records. Possibly they were
married in 1652 in the Farnworth
Chapel , but the area was hit that year by
a severe plague outbreak, and no entries were made in the Farnworth register. Or they may have married outside
the church, by a justice of the peace.
Cromwell in 1652 took away the clergy's
sole right to perform marriages, and allowed civil marriages by justices of the
peace, so long as the proposed marriage was announced in the public market place on three consecutive market
days.
Unfortunately, many of these justices
were illiterate, and left no record of their
marriages.
At any rates, soon after their marriage, John and Margaret decided to join
the increasing tide of emigration to
America. They were undoubtedly influenced by the poor economic conditions
in England and possibly by the outbreak
of plague in the early 1650s. There were
no burials recorded at Farnworth during
the 1646-52 period, and it is probable
that John's mother, (Alice?), died in this
period, possibly of the plague.
John's father died in February 1654
(1655 by today's calendar), leaving
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John about five pounds as his share of
the estate. His brother, Thomas, received two pounds more, plus furniture,
as the eldest son. Grace, the eldest
daughter, was given a cow. All five surviving children then shared the rest of
the estate. The estate was not settled for
nine years. During the Cromwell period,
wills could be probated only in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, requiring
a long journey. Since Thomas' estate
was so small, the executors did not
bother. The will was finally probated in
1633, after the Restoration of Charles II,
and long after John Rathbone had gone
to America. It was then probated in the
Lancashire court system, but possibly
the executors had distributed the estate
earlier without probate.
The daughter, Grace, and Thomas'
brother, William , were named executors, raising the question of why
Thomas , the eldest son , was not
named. Possibly he had moved from the
area, or his father did not consider him
responsible.
It 'is not likely that John had migrated
to America by the time of his father's
death, or the will would probably have so
stated. The migration probably took
place some time later that year.
Most emigrants left in family or community groups, but there are no known
records to tell us who came to America
with John and Margaret, or on what ship
they came. They were almost certainly
accompanied by Margaret's younger
brother, John Acres. They most probably sailed from Liverpool, the nearest
port, and would have been at sea between six weeks and three months, depending on the weather and prevailing
winds.
The cost of a trip to America was three
to five pounds per person which would
have taken all or more of the amount
that John would have received from his
father's will . Or possibly, he and Margaret, and John Acres, had Signed indenture papers, pledging to work off the
price of their passage. We will probably
never know the answer.
Depending on the size of the ship,
there may have been anywhere from a
dozen to 100 passengers. The Mayflower, a large ship for that day, carried
102 Pilgrims to America in 1620. The
little ship Woodhouse in 1657 brought
only 11 passengers ,

The trip could not have been pleasant. The food was primarily salt pork,
dried fish, cheese and hardtack, with
only beer or stale water to drink. There
were slop buckets for toilets and no
water for bathing. The living quarters
were dark, airless and dingy. Seasickness was common, as were dysentery and assorted fevers.
In stormy weather, the passengers
must have been terrified. None had
every been to sea, and few had ever
traveled more than a few miles from
their birthplace.
John and Margaret must have been
overwhelmed with joy when they
sighted the Massachusetts coastline,
and knew that the trip was over. Perhaps, like the Pilgrims, they knelt and
"blessed the God of Heaven who had
brought them over the vast and furious
ocean and delivered them from peril and
misery."
They landed somewhere in Boston
Harbor, and proceeded on foot to
nearby Dorchester, then "the greatest
towne in New England ," but later to be
only a small section of Boston.
Rev. Richard Mather was then living
in Dorchester, as were many other Lancastrians, including some of Rathbone's
old neighbors - the Glovers, Athertons,
Lakes, Smiths and Voses.
John Glover Jr. had become a
wealthy land speculator, and may have
encouraged the Rathbones' migration.
The Vose family had probably come the
previous year, and had purchased land
from the Glover estate . Humphrey
Atherton had become an important political leader and a militia general.
John and Margaret Rathbone, like the
vast majority of immigrants of that day,
were virtually penniless, and he quite
likely became a farm laborer or tenant
farmer, hoping to earn enough money to
buy his own land - an almost impossible dream in England. Or they might
have spent several years as "indentured
servants," working off the cost of their
trip to America.
Five years later, they had saved
enough money to be interested when
they learned of a meeting in Boston, to
discuss the joint purchase of Block
Island.

(Next issue : The move to Block
Island.)

Rathbones
(continued from page 37)
In 1841, with one of the largest fortunes in Albany, Joel decided to retire
from active participation in the stove
business. Joel sold his store at 47 State
street to the City Bank, which converted
it into what was called the finest bank
building in the state. Joel and his
brother, Jared , then mayor, decided to
help two young relatives get started in
business.
The two were John Finley Rathbone,
son of their deceased brother Valentine,
and Samuel H. Ransom , son of their
aunt, Sabria (Rathbone) Ransom. Both
were just 22 years old.
John F. Rathbone was one of the
most remarkable members of the AI:
bany clan. After his father's death, John
attended the Brockport (NY) Collegiate
Institute, and then went to Albany to
study at the Albany Academy. In 1837,
at the age of 18, he went to work for his
uncle Jared Rathbone, then became a
clerk in his uncle Joel Rathbone 's
foundry. This gave him experience in
both retailing and the foundry business.
Both uncles were impressed with his
ambition and abilities.
Less is known of Samuel Ransom ,
but it is likely that he too had worked for
one or both of the uncles, and had also
made a good impression.
Jared and Joel each put up $15,000 to
form a new company , and became
"special partners" in the firm , giving it
$30,000 in working capitol. John F.
Rathbone and Samuel H. Ransom were
"general partners ," who put up no
money but were to run the business for
four years under the name of Ransom
and Rathbone.
Jared Rathbone remained in Albany
until his death in 1845. Joel moved to the
little hamlet of Bethlehem , just south of
Albany, where he built a spectacular
home on a 40-acre estate, which he
named Kenwood . It was beautifully
landscaped with gardens, groves and
flower beds, and greenhouses to grow
nursery stock.
Joel devoted much of his time to Kenwood , but kept active in public service.
He was vice president of the New York
State Bank, president of the Exchange
Company, and one of the founders of
the Albany Gas Light Company.
He also became a world traveler, and
died Sept. 12, 1863, on a visit to Paris,
France.

Joel left his considerable estate to his
wife, Emeline, and to their children after
her death. He willed $25,000 to other
relatives and to charity. An indication of
his fortune is shown in the will of his wife,
who died in 1874 . She left over
$150,000 in cash, with a full one-third of
that bequeathed to Baptist Churches,
church organizations, and charities.
About $100 ,000 was distributed
among relatives ranging from cousins,
nephews, nieces and in-laws. Her children received the rest of the estate, its
value not specified, but obviously a considerable amount. The family's Kenwood estate was sold to a Catholic organization - the Ladies of the Sacred
Heart - for $45,000. It became the site
of the Sacred Heart Convent and Academy. The Rathbone home was later torn
down and its materials used in construction of a training school for novititate nuns.
Joel Rathbone was the last of the
three Rathbone brothers, who had been
so prominent in Albany's early years ,
but the family's greatest accomplishments were still to come, as the next
generation took over.
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John Finley Rathbone and Samuel H.
Ransom , despite their youthful age,
proved to be hard-working and talented
businessmen, endowed with the same
dedication and foresight which had
made their uncles wealthy.
After a successful four years, the term
provided in the original agreement, the
two cousins decided to end the partnership, and strike out on their own.
Ransom , operating as S.H. Ransom
and Company, apparently purchased
Joel Rathbone's foundry and dock facilities, and opened a new shop at 26 State
Street as a sales office. He eventually
expanded the foundry operation to encompass four square city blocks, and
hired some 300 employees. Within a
few years, his company was producing
30,000 stoves a year.
John F. Rathbone was to have an
even more spectacular career. In the
next half cent'ury, he would operate the
world's largest stove foundry, become a
Civil War general, amass a substantial
fortune , and become famous for his
philanthropy.

(to be continued)
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Susan
(continued from page 35)

one his children were married and left
home. Hugo, the youngest son , went off
to fight in the Civil War, but came home
safely.
Susan married Joseph Lawton, and
moved to Chicago and later Toledo,
Ohio, with her new husband. The nightmare of the black bird had become a dim
memory.
Then , on the night of June 16, 1868,
Susan, now 29 years old, awoke to a
fam iliar but long-forgotten sight. The
bird was there again , crouched at the
foot of her bed , staring at her with the
same intensity. This time Susan felt no
fear, only a deep sadness, for she knew
that death had struck again. She did not
cry out, did not even awaken her husband , but stared back at the bird until it
slowly faded from sight.
For the rest of a sleepless night, she
lay in bed , crying softly. Her father was
then 72 years old , and she felt sure that
he had died . The next day she wrote to
her brother Lansing, who lived near their
father, to ask if Charles was all right. But
Charles Rathbun was not the victim . On
that same morning , he was writing to
Susan and others of his children who
lived some distance away, to tell them
that their brother Benjamin, aged 35,
had died.
Over the next 30 years, Susan saw
the bird three more times, coinciding
with the deaths of her father in 1875, her
brother Gouverneur in 1888, and sister
Sarah Smith in 1897. The story of
Susan 's strange power circulated
throughout newer generations of the
family, but was greeted with skepticism
by nephews, nieces, younger cousins
and even Susan's own children.
Susan herself came to accept the bird
and its message of death as a strange
but unchangeable fact of her life. But to
her husband , she confided one fearful
question : would the bird someday come
to announce her own impending death?
On January 1, 1898, six of the seven
surviving children of Charles and Anna
Rathbun gathered at the old homestead
near Grand Rapids. Susan traveled
there from Toldeo ; Charity Morton and
Mary Gerts from Chicago, and Elizabeth
Gibbs from neaby Greenville, Mich .
Hugo then lived on the family farm , and
sister Joanna Weston , in poor health,
was living with him. Brother Lansing,
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The seven surviving children of Charles and Anna (Kniffin) Rathbun posed for this
picture on New Year's Day in 1898. In the back, from left, are Charity Morton, 72;
Lansing K. Rathbun, 74; Mary (Polly) Gerts, 67, and Joanna Weston, 69. In front, from
left, are Hugo B. Rathbun, 57; Elizabeth Gibbs, 63, and Susan Lawton, 59. Lansing,
already paralyzed by a stroke, died four months later on April 30, followed in a week by
Joanna on May 8, and then Hugo on May 30 - all within a month of Susan's last visit by
the black bird.

aged 74 and paralyzed from a series of
strokes , could not leave his home just
down the road , and the whole group
went there to visit him and pose for
pictures on the front porch .
After a day of reminiscing and nostalgia, the brothers and sisters parted
with hugs, kisses and tears, knowing it
was the last time they would all be
together.
My Uncle Charles B. Rathbun, Hugo's
oldest son, then 28, recalled the day and
told me that the su bject of Susan and the
black bird was mentioned , but not dwelt
upon . The younger folks were not interested, and the older ones preferred to
talk of more pleasant things. Susan returned to Toledo, and waited for what
she knew would come. Her brother Lansing and sister Joanna were in poor
health , and no one thought either could
live very long.

The great black bird came to Susan
on the night of April 30, barely four
months later, but for the first time, it was
not alone. Not one, not two, but three
birds stared from the foot of Susan's
bed. And for the first time since she was
a girl , Susan cried out in terror. Her
husband awoke, but the birds were
gone. Susan, shaking and sobbing , told
him what she had seen.
"It must be me, "she cried. "It must be
my turn!"
She did not write to her brothers and
sisters, but waited for something to happen or word to arrive. It soon came.
Lansing had died on the 30th , the very
night of her dream , and a week later she
learned that her sister Joanna had died
a week later on May 8. But that was allthree birds, but only two deaths.

Susan
(continued from page 42)
Susan was sure her death was near
and refused to leave her bed . Her husband and children could not dissuade
her. She gave her husband instructions
for her funeral , and began to distribute
her prized possessions among her
children.
As the days went by, Joseph Lawton
begged his wife to leave her bed, and
get on with her life. Never before, he
reminded her, had such a long period
intervened between the bird 's appearance and a resulting death. She
must have been mistaken. Maybe there
had only been two birds.
Even Susan began to doubt as the
days lengthened into weeks. But then in
early June came a black-edged envelope from Grand Rapids. She took it
was trembling hands and tore it open.
"It wasn 't me ," she cried . "It was
Hugo."
Her brother Hugo had died on the
night of May 30, 1898, exactly a month
after the three birds had appeared.
Unfortunately, our story ends here.
Susan moved to California early in the
1900s, and her three remaining sisters
never saw her again. There were only
occasional letters and cards. Charity
Morton died in 1913. Mary Gerts and

Elizabeth Gibbs both died in 1915. If the
black bird came to tell Susan of their
deaths, we have no record of it.
And oddly, Susan is the only member
of that large family whose death date is

not recorded in the family records. We
only know that she was alive as late as
1920, still living in California at the age of
81. Did the black bird come to her before
her death? We will never know.

Benjamin Kniffin Rathbun (1833-1868),
whose death was predicted by his sister
Susan.

Anna (Kniffin) Rathbun (1798- 1855),
whose 'd eath was predicted by her
daughter Susan.

New Data
Charles Lyman Rathbun , son of
Lyman 6 Rathbun (Moses s John4 Joshua3 John 2-1), died Sept. 23, 1897, in
Henrietta, Mich . He was born April 10,
1832 and apparently never married. His
father was a brother of Benjamin Rathbun, whose spectacular career was featured in our issues of January, April and
July 1982. Our thanks to Rob Rathbun
for locating Charles' death certificate.

In our issue of April 1987 we listed 65
Rathbuns, Rathbones and Rathburns
with known service in the War of 1812.
We have now located another - Josiah
Rathbun (1762-1840), a son of Job4
Rathbun (Joshua 3 John2-1) . Josiah was
a member of Captain Joshua Adams'
company of Colonel Leeds' New York
militia on Feb. 19, 1814, at the age of 52.
Our thanks to Mildred Rathburn.

Amy Rathbun , born June 4, 1809, has
been confirmed as a daughter of Stephens Rathbun (Gideon 4 John3 -2-1), as
we had speculated in Vol. 3, No. 3, Page
27. She was first married to Amasa Colvin, whom she divorced, and later married Joseph Yeaw. She died Oct. 8,
1890, in Scituate, R.I. Our thanks to
Doreen Davidson, a descendant.

Vol. 1, No. 4, Page 61 - Sarah Matt,
wife of William 3 Rathbun (William2
John 1), was not the daughter of Nathaniel and Sarah (Tosh) Matt as we had
speculated , but was the daughter of
John and Mercy (Tosh) Matt. Our thanks
to Chet Mack for bringing this correction
to our attention. Sarah (Matt) Rathbun
was born Jan. 19, 1688, on Block Island ,
and died sometime before 1757.

Past Issues
Still Available
All
All
All
All
All
All
All
All

issues,
issues,
issues,
issues,
issues,
issues,
issues,
issues,

1981 -1987 ..... . $110
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1982 . . . . . . . . . . . .. 20
1983 . .. . .. . . .. ... 15
1984 . . . . . . . . . . . .. 15
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1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
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Genealogy: The Sixth
Generation in America
154. WIGHTMAN DANIEL6 RATHBUN
(DanieI 5-4 Joshua3 John 2- 1), born April
11, 1791, in Milton, N.Y., and married
there on Jan. 26, 1812, Anna Betts, born
in 1792, parentage unknown. They had
but one child , an infant who died Sept.
23, 1814, and Anna died Aug. 28, 1818.
He was married the following year to
Rebecca Hawley, born July 22, 1796,
parentage unknown. They had six children before her death on Aug . 17, 1835,
aged 39. He was married again, date
unknown, to Evalina _ _ , born about
1804, who was living with him in the
1850 Federal census at Saratoga
Springs, near Milton. Wightman died
Oct. 24, 1857, and is buried with his first
two wives at Milton, N.Y. Evalina's death
date is not known.

CHILDREN
(All by Rebecca)
ANNA, born April 8, 1820; married (1)
Ephraim Pearl, and (2) Henry Goodsell.
PHOEBE, born Jan. 22, 1825; married Aaron L. Pickett on Oct. 4, 1848.
MELINDA, born Sept. 11 , 1827; married Giles F. Sherman on Aug. 16, 1855.
DANIEL C.w., born May 17, 1830;
married Mary Jane (Westfall) Hedges.
SARAH , born about 1832; married
_ _ Northrup.
HIRAM HOWARD, born Aug. 6, 1834;
married Julia Parkhurst.
155. RANSOM 6 RATHBUN (DanieI 5 -4
Joshua3 John 2 - 1 ) , born May 31 , 1804, at
Milton, N.Y., and was married Dec. 26,
1827, to Catherine Thompson, born
March 30, 1802, parentage unknown.
He is probably the Ransom Rathbun
listed at Pine Grove, Warren County,
Pa., in the 1830 census, but later returned to New York. Catherine died Dec.
25, 1834, in childbirth, after bearing four
other children . Ransom was married
three years later on Nov. 26, 1837, to
Martha C. Standish, born April 24, 1814,
daughter of Thomas and Martha (Farnsworth) Standish. They moved to Batavia, N.Y., by 1840, and by 1850 migrated to Indiana, settling in Orange
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Township, Noble County. They returned
to New York by the following year, and
Ransom died April 11 , 1851 , at Elba, in
Genesee County. Martha died March
28, 1864.

CHILDREN
(By Catherine)
WIGHTMAN , born Sept. 22, 1828;
married Sarah S. Plunkett.
DANIEL, born April 19, 1830; married
Susan _ _ .
JULlAA.,bornAug.17, 1831 ; married
Seth Winans on May 12, 1880.
MARY JANE, born Feb. 24, 1833;
married Edwin Wilter on July 13, 1854.
CATHERINE, born and died Dec. 25,
1834.
(By Martha)
GEORGE W ., born Nov. 2, 1839;
married Mary McKenzie.
ORRIN RANSOM , born Nov. 8, 1841 ;
died Feb. 6, 1851.
LEWIS VERNON , born Dec . 29 ,
1844; married Mary Sawyer.
WILLIAM F. , born May 7, 1848; died
young (?) .

156. LAURIN 6 RATHBUN (DanieI 5 - 4
Joshua3 John 2 - 1), born May 19,1806, at
Milton , N.Y. He married at Oakfield,
N.Y ., on March 13, 1833, Elizabeth
Barker, born Nov. 22, 1808, daughter of
Ebenezer and Elizabeth (_ _) Barker.
Laurin was a woolen manufacturer for
some years, then purchased a farm at
Oakfield, N.Y., where they lived until
Elizabeth died Sept. 8, 1882, and Laurin
on Jan. 26, 1892.

CHILDREN
AUGUSTA, born June 9, 1835; died
March 22, 1927, unmarried.
ARTHUR BARKER , born Dec. 23,
1837; married (1) Sarah Zeriah Conkey,
and (2) Georgia Richmond .

157. JAMES 6 RATHBUN (Philander
Daniel 4 Joshua3 John 2 - 1) , born Sept.
16, 1786, at Lenox, Mass. He studied
law and moved to Rhinebeck, Dutchess

County, N.Y., where he was admitted to
the bar in 1815, and was in practice by
1819 as a member of the firm , "Smith
and Rathbun, counsellors and attorneys
at law." He was married at nearby
Athens on May 19, 1819, to Caroline
Williams Hamilton, born Aug. 15,1794,
daughter of Seth and _ _ Hamilton .
They moved in 1833 to Erie County,
N.Y., and three years later to Castille,
Wyoming County, where Caroline died
Aug. 15, 1870, and James on Sept. 30,
1871.

CHILDREN
JAMES HAMILTON, born July 12,
1820; married Elizabeth Dildine.
JANE A. , born Nov. 20,1821; married
Edward Huntington.
HARRIET EMMA, born Sept. 6, 1823;
married Norman Fitch.
ROBERT BOLIVAR, born June 2,
1825; married Augusta Martindale.
NARCISSA C., born May 29, 1827;
married Charles Stevens.
158. PHILANDER 6 RATHBUN (Philander5 Daniel 4 Joshua 3 John 2 - 1) , born
Jan. 27, 1796, at Stockbridge, Mass.
(According to an early Erie County,
N.Y., history, his first name was Fernando, but he always went by Philander). He married on Jan. 25, 1818,
Cynthia Van Brent, born April 20, 1801 ,
parentage unknown. He had learned the
carding and cloth-dressing business
from his father, and went into the clothing business at Albany by 1820. He
moved his business to Buffalo, N.Y., by
1830 and added a line of groceries. In
1836, he moved to nearby Hamburg ,
and added dry goods, making his business a general store. In 1851, he sold
his business and accompanied his son,
Frederick, to California during the Gold
Rush days. He returned to Hamburg by
1853, when he was named town clerk, a
post he held until 1856, and again from
1858 to 1860. From 1861 to 1876, he
was the town postmaster. His wife
Cynthia died Nov. 12, 1840, at Hamburg, and he was married on March 17,

1842, to Sarah B. Parks, born Dec. 18,
1817, daughter of James and _ _
Parks. Philander died Feb. 14, 1886,
aged 90, at Randolph, N.Y. Sarah died
in 1892.
CHILDREN

(By Cynthia)
WATTS STOCKTON, born Aug . 3,
1820; died July 7, 1848, at Baltimore,
Maryland.
WASHINGTON, born March 10,
1823; died Aug . 10, 1833.
JAMES, born Oct. 8, 1826; married
Mary Spiking.
LIVINGSTON, born Dec. 27, 1830; no
known marriage.
FREDERICK VAN WORMER, born '
April 12, 1835; no known marriage.
SARAH EVELINE, born March 22,
1839; married (1) Julian Miller, and (2)
_ _ Campbell.
(By Sarah)
ROMEllA CYNTHIA, born Feb. 27,
1843; died May 1, 1891 , unmarried.
WILLIAM WELLINGTON, born May
11 , 1845; married Mary Burke.
MARION , born about 1847; died in
infancy.
JULIA CORDELIA, born July 16,
1853; married William Van Ostrand on
Sept. 30, 1874.
159. SYLVESTER 6 RATHBUN (Philander 5 Dan iel 4 Joshua3 John 2 - 1 ), born
Nov . 5, 1789, in West Stockbridge,
Mass. He moved as a young man to
Schoharie County, N .Y., where he married about 1818 Cornelia (Hynds?) , born
about 1801 , parentage unknown . In
1821 , he was a lieutenant in the Schoharie County militia, living at Sharon . By
1830, they had moved to Albany, where
he opened a grocery store. He last appears in Albany land records in 1852.
Nothing more is known of him or his
wife.
CHILDREN
WELLINGTON , born June 5, 1819;
died Jan. 26, 1820.
CHARLES D., born Aug . 14, 1822;
married Julia Olive Kelsey.
GEORGE S., born about 1825; married Elizabeth _ _ .
CAROLINE, born about 1827; alive in
1850, no known marriage.
FRANCES, born about 1830; married
_ _ Pang borne.

EMMA, born about 1836; married
James M. Brumagun .
MARY, born in Sept, 1840; died Dec.
8, 1844.

they bought a home in Jersey City, N.J.,
where he died Feb. 20, 1855. Margaret
later moved to Chicago, where she died
Jan. 18, 1904.

160. SIDNEY SMITH 6 RATHBONE
(PhilanderS Daniel 4 Joshua3 John 2 - 1) ,
born April 24, 1800, at West Stockbridge, Mass. He moved as a young
man to Schoharie County, N.Y. , and
was married June 22, 1822, at St. Paul's
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Schoharie, to Eva A Shaffer, born Oct. 3,
1803, daughter of Peter and _ _
Shaffer. They moved to Castille, Genesee County, N.Y. , where Eva died on
May 13, 1859. He later moved to Mitchell County. S.D., where he died May
3, 1883, of Bright's Disease.
CHILDREN
JULIA A , born March 7, 1823; married Edwin B. Conklin on Dec. 9, 1848.
MARIA LOUISA, born June 20, 1824;
married Lewis (or Levi) Billings on Sept.
19, 1850.
BRITTANIA CAROLINE , born Feb.
18, 1827; married Richard M. Tunks on
Oct. 11, 1849.
CATHERINE J., born Feb. 14, 1830;
married Christopher Van Liew on Sept.
4, 1850.
ELMIRA, born Nov. 29, 1833; married
John David Brownell on May 5, 1867.
CYNTHIA, born June 16, 1836; married Merritt Keith on Oct. 24, 1866.
CLARISSA A , born April 8, 1838;
married Wallace W. Slocum on Dec. 20,
1860.
GEORGE DELEVAN , born March 23,
1840; married Louisa Leddick.
HELEN AUGUSTA, born April 25,
1844; married (1) Edwin H. Slocum on
June 2, 1862, and (2) after Slocum's
death in the Civil War, married Darius
Matteson on March 9, 1866.

161. HIRAM VALENTINE 6 RATHBUN
(Valentine 5 Daniel 4 Joshua3 John 2- 1),
born in February, probably 1798, in
Rock City, N.Y. He attended Union College in Schenectady, N.Y., where he
was graduated in 1815. He then studied
law and and began practicing in Port
Byron, N.Y. He later moved to New York
City, where he was married Dec. 17,
1847, to Margaret Wanamaker, born
about 1824, ancestry unknown. He developed a prosperous law practice, and

Hiram Valentine Rathbun
(1798-1855)

Margaret (Wanamaker) Rathbun
(ca. 1824-1904)
(continued on page 46)
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Genealogy
(continued from page 45)

CHILD
ANNA AUGUSTA, born Jan. 9, 1849;
married Alanson Bernard Russ on Aug.
13, 1866.

162. DR. LORENZ0 6 RATHBUN
(Johns Daniel 4 Joshua3 John 2-' ) , born
Feb. 25, 1801 , at Lee, Mass. He studied
medicine and moved to Hamilton
County, III., where he began his practice
in 1822. He was married at McLeansboro on July 20, 1824, to Permelia Anderson , born Sept. 28, 1807, daughter
of John and Mourning (Maulding) Anderson . He practiced medicine at McLeansboro for 56 years, retiring in 1878
at the age of 77. He died there Nov. 25,
1885, and Permelia on July 21 , 1887.
CHILDREN
CELIA J., born Sept. 27, 1825; died
Jan. 7, 1838.

EDWARD DOUGLAS, born Aug. 15,
1827; married Lucy Sharp.
MARY ELIZABETH , born Dec. 29,
1829; married Dr. Valentine S. Benson .
JOHN, born Jan. 13, 1832; died Oct.
5, 1832.
ELIZA ANGELINE, born July 29 ,
1833; married John Burton on Nov. 25,
1849.
ELSA, born May 29, 1835; died Oct.
15, 1842.
SARAH CATHERINE, born June 29,
1837; died Sept. 23,1845.
MINERVA JANE, born April 7, 1839;
married James Towle on May 26, 1867.
MELISSA, born Feb. 25, 1841 ; married Thomas J. Van Horn on Nov. 8,
1866.
RICHARD VALENTINE, born Feb. 7,
1843; he served three years in the Army
during the Civil War, then studied medicine, graduating in 1871 from the Kentucky School of Medicine. He died the
following year, on Jan. 26, 1872.
GEORGE RANKIN , born Jan . 18,
1845; died Sept. 18, 1872, unmarried.
CAROLINE, born Nov. 23, 1846; married John C. Crawford on May 18, 1873.
ELLEN , born Sept. 26, 1848; died
Jan. 17, 1931, unmarried.
JULIA ANNA, born Aug , 15, 1850;
married William F. Alden on Dec. 31 ,
1872.
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163. DR. VALENTINE 6 RATHBUN
(Johns Daniel 4 Joshua3 John 2-' ) , born
Feb. 25 , 1815, in Ballston , N.Y. He
moved to Illinois as a young man , stud-·
ied medicine under his brother, Dr. Lorenzo Rathbun, and then attended St.
Louis Medical College, where he was
graduated in 1851 , at the age of 36. He
was married that year, on Nov. 16, to
Lucinda (Clayton) Baker, born in 1816,
parentage unknown, who was the
widow of James Baker. Valentine practiced medicine for nine years at Raleigh,
III. , then moved his practice to Harrisburg, III. He retired in his sixties, and
died in 1898. [ucinda died in 1905.
CHILDREN
JOHN VALENTINE , born in Nov.
1855; married (1) Josephine E. Nyberg,
and (2) Bertha Henke.
WALTER R. , born April 15, 1857;
married Maud C. Parker.

164. JOHN TOBy 6 RATHBUN (Johns
Daniel 4 Joshua3 John 2-' ), born March 8,
1810, at Ballston , N.Y., and moved with
his parents as a boy to Scipio, N.Y. He
was married there about 1835 to Abigail
Maria Reed, born Sept. 2, 1815, daugh-

John Toby Rathbun
(1810-1893)

ter of Jesse and Joanna (Carpenter)
Reed. She died 10 years later, on April
15, 1845, at Scipio, having borne four
children. John was married two years
later, on Sept. 22, 1847, to Sarah Maria
Benjamin, born March 20, 1822, daughter of Simeon and Sarah (Goldsmith)
Benjamin. John was a prominent civic
leader in the Scipio area, serving as
Cayuga County supervisor and then as
a state assemblyman for three terms.
He and his family moved in 1857 to
Elmira, N.Y., where he became a leading citizen. We are planning a separate
story on his outstanding career. Sarah
died April 15, 1888, in Florida, and John
died Jan. 23, 1893, at Elmira.
CHILDREN
(By Abigail)
GEORGE REED, born May 24, 1836;
married (1) Mary Fitch , and (2) Mary
Gorham .
MARY ELIZABETH , born May 14,
1838; married Samuel Van Campen on
June 3, 1863.
JOHN H., born April 26, 1840; died
Jan. 8, 1880; no known marriage.
CAROLINE M., born March 10, 1843;
died May 10, 1844.
(By Sarah)
SIMON BENJAMIN , born Aug. 12,
1848; married Sarah A. Hilton.
SARAH MARIA, born Oct. 3, 1850;
died June 7. 1856.
WILLIAM R., born April ,17, 1855;
married Lucy Tompkins.
LOUIS GOLDSMITH, born Oct. 25,
1857; married Maria Tuttle Benjamin .

JANET RATHBUN of Rapid City, S.D.,
has sent us a list of Rathbun misspellings she has collected over the
years, on envelopes addressed to her
and her husband, Grove. The list includes 36 variations! - Ratbon, Rathgun , Rathborn , Rathbon , Rathbien ,
Ratheun , Rathrug , Rathbaum , Rathdun , Rathsburn , Rathbur , Rathlum ,
Rathbow, Rathlern, Rathbrim, Rathrim,
Rathkin, Rathhbun , Rahtbun , Rahtburn ,
Rathlrein , Rathlren, Rauthhawn, Ratybun , Ranthum , Rothbum , Rothdun ,
Rotheum, Rothburn , Raphbum, Raphbun, Raphun, Tathbun , Arathbun and
Wrathbun.

Queries

Answers

WANTED - Information on Jerry Raymond Rathburn , born March 21 , 1888,
in Kansas or Oklahoma. He married
Maude Long in 1911 at Denver, Colo.,
and Florence May Guthrie in 1915 at
Winnemucca, Nev. Jerry and Florence
had seven children - Wayne, Stanley,
Leonard, Florence, Rita, Charles and
Jene (Jean?) - and were living in Salt
Lake City, Utah, as late as 1932.

Vol. 7, No.4 - Hannah Gillihan, wife of
William Riley6 Rathbun (Amis Job4 Benjamin 3 Joseph 2 John') , was the daughter of Mark Hardin Gillihan and Sarah
(Askrin) Gillihan. They were neighbors
of Abraham Lincoln 's family in Ken tucky, but were not related . Our thanks
to Eileen Owens, a descendant, who
has done exhaustive research on the
Gillihan family.

WANTED - Information on Ransom
Rathbone Brenenstall, born March 16,
1838, in Cattaraugus County, N.Y., the
son of Michael and Rheuby (Freeman)
Brenenstall. Why was he named Ransom Rathbone?

Vol. 7, No. 4 - Chan C. Rathbun was
Chauncey C. Rathbun , son of Franklin8
Rathbun (Amos? Asa 6 Abels John4
Jonathan 3 John 2-' ) . Our thanks to Rob
Rathbun.

WANTED - Information on the an cestry of Anna Allen , born Feb. 14,
1777, who married RobertS Rathbun
(Jeremiah 4 Joseph 3 . 2 John') about
1793, probably in New York State. Her
father may have been Caleb Allen.
WANTED - Information on Walter
Rathbone, born May 29, 1898, in Lawrence, Kansas, to Mary (Stokely) and
Abraham? Rathbone (John 6 Williams
Wait 4 Joshua3 John 2- ') . Did he marry
and have children? When and where did
he die?
WANTED - Information on Randolph
Rathbun , born about 1794 in New York
State, who was living in Whitehall, N.Y.,
in 1860, with Henry and Mary Priest.

HELEN M. RATHBUN was elected
president of a Rathbun-RathboneRathburn organization covering Rhode
Island and nearby sections of Con necticut and Massachusetts. The organizational meeting, held April 24 in Rhode
Island, attracted 30 cousins.
Ellen (Rathbun) Kenyon was named
vice-president ; Mildred Rathbun ,
secretary-treasurer, and Frank E. Rathbun, historian.
The next meeting has been scheduled for October 16.

Vol. 1, No. 1 - John S. Rathbun was
most likely the son of Thomas s Rathbun
(John 4-3 Thomas 2 John ' ).
Vol. 6, NO. 3 - John E. Rathbun was the
son of Ebenezer6 Rathbun (Ebenezer
Thomas 4 Jonathan 3 William 2 John ' ).

Thanks
WE THANK the following members who
have sent us family data, pictures, clippings and other materials: Edith Peterson, John Bowen, Rob Rathbun , Bettye Rathbone, Doreen Davidson, Marjorie Pearson, Ellen Gardner Brown ,
Mary Jane Christensen , Howard and
Hooter Colburn, Edison and Polly Rathbone, Katherine Coner, Glenn E. Rathbun , Betty Drake, Joe Wiswall , Roy
Rathbun, Viola McLeod, Victor and Ruth
Streeter, Beverly Gillette, Helen M.
Rathbun , Donald Rathbun , Charles
Dusbabek, Dr. Earl and Gayle Antes ,
Anna Angelini , Mary Van Epps, Grove
and Jan Rathbun , Russell Rathbun,
Clair Cornell , Rosma Limbeck, Kathy
Phillips, Donna Bender, Roy and Anna
May Rathbun, Jim Chivers, Dale Bennett, Patricia. Berry, Lauren and Helen
Landis, Ben and Rosalie Rathbun , Bill
and Caroline Stelzner, Reba Reeves ,
Lee Sherry and Mildred Rathburn .

Capt. Ben Rathbun
Hero in Rescue
of Four at Sea
Captain Benjamin Rathbun of Noank,
Conn ., played a major role early in May
in the rescue of four young men whose
nine-foot fiberglass dinghy capsized
and sank a half-mile offshore in Fishers
Island Sound.
Rathbun , who operates a sportfishing boat, was awakened shortly after
midnight by a neighbor who had heard
someone calling for help in the Sound.
Joined by the neighbor and four
others, Rathbun set out in his fishing
boat, the Anna R. , and headed toward
the voices which could still be heard.
They first found 27-year-old William
Fisher, who was trying to swim ashore to
get help. About 500 feet away they located Fisher's three companions , clinging to a water cooler which had remained afloat after the boat sank.
The four had been in the 46-degree
water for about 45 minutes, and. could
not have survived much longer.
Rathbun credited his neighbor who
had heard the youths' cries for help. "If it
hadn't been for him, the boys would
have drowned ," he said. "I didn't do anything but steer the boat: It was no big
deaL" His wife , Rosalie , doesn't agree. "I
am very proud of him ," she said.
Rathbun descends from a long line of
sea captains in Noank. He is the son of
Benjam i n 9 Rathbun (Benjamin 8
William? Benjam in6 SamuelS Elijah 4
Samuel 3 - 2 John' ).

RALPH CHUBBUCK and his spectacular iris garden were featured in the
January 1988 issue of "Kansas, " a
magazine published by the Kansas Department of Commerce. Ralph has
some 6,000 square feet of garden devoted to irises, including over 400 varieties. Ralph and his wife, Jeanne, live
near Concordia, Kansas , and are members of our Association . Ralph is a descendant of John Chubbuck and Jerusha6 Rathbun (JobS William 4 Job3 Joseph 2 John ' ).
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People
WILLIAM D. RATHBUN, son of David
and Sandra (Brown) Rathbun , of
Greene, R.I., was graduated recently
from U.S. Air Force basic training at
Lackland AFB, Texas. He is a grandson
of Dora (Repose) Rathbun and the late
Frederick 10 Rathbun (Leonard 9
William 8 John 7-6 Joseph 5 Joshua 4
John3 - 2 - 1).
PAMELA WILLIAMS has been named
to the United States National Award
Honor Roll , a prestigious honor granted
to less then 10 percent of all American
college students. Pam, wife of Walter
Williams, is a student at Peru State College, in Nebraska. She is the daughter
of Rodney and Donna (Rathbun) Robison, and granddaughter of Paul and
Zona Rathbun, all members of our Association. Paul is the son of Fred 8 Rathbun (William7 John6 Perry5 Edmund 4
JohnH -1 ) .
DEBORA JEAN ANTES and Mark
Johnson were married Feb. 29, 1988, in
Denver, Colo. She is the daughter of our
members, Dr. Earl and Gayle Antes.
Since they were married on Feb. 29,
they will have to wait four years for their
first anniversary. Gayle Antes is the
granddaughter of Frederick Noble 8
Rathbun (Edward 7 Charles 6 Joshua5
Amos4 Joshua3 John 2 - 1) .

Our New

Members
Ward and Patricia Berry

Cos Cob, Conn.
Donna Beuthen
Hemlock, Mich.
Darleen Boyle
Las Vegas, Nev.
Mary Christensen
Richfield, Minn.
Edith M. Leppla
Mosinee, Wlsc.
Phyllis Miller
Davenport, Iowa

Births
BORN - June 6 , 1988, William Frederick Rathbun, son of Frank H. Rathbun
III and Janice (Finneran) Rathbun , and
grandson of our editor, Frank Hug0 9
Rathbun (Frank 8 Hug0 7 Charles 6
Amos 5-4 Joshua3 John 2 - 1) , all of Fairfax,
Va. Little "Billy" has an older brother,
Frank Hugo Rathbun IV, aged two.

BEVERLY GILLETTE of Schuyler,
N.Y. , has been named to a planning
committee to organize a bi-centennial
celebration in 1992 to mark the 200th
anniversary of the town , founded in
1772. An active member of our Association, she is the wife of Lowell Gillette and
the daughter of James Norman 9 Rathbun (James 8 JohnH Thomas 5 John4
Samuel 3 Thomas 2 Johnl).

BORN - Feb. 26, 1988, Diana Rachael
Jensen, daughter of Kurt and Carol
(Mercer) Jensen, and granddaughter of
our members William and Muriel (Rathbun) Mercer. Muriel is the daughter of
Winfred 9 Rathbun (Dutee 8 George 7
Joshua6 Acors 5 Joshua4-3 John 2 -1).

ELIZABETH ANN RATHBUN is being
sought by her former classmates of the
1963 graduating class at Falls Church
High School in Virginia, for a class reunion planned for next month. She was
living in Falls Church in 1963, was born
about 1946, but her present location and
the names of her parents are not known.
Can anyone help?

BORN - March 1, 1988, Ashley Marie
Gillespie, daughter of Gary and Theresa
Gillespie and granddaughter of our
members Victor and Ruth Streeter, of
Sparta, Wisc. The birth came exactly a
year after the birth of another grandchild
- Patrick Joseph Gillespie, born March
1, 1987, the sixth son of Curtis and
Cathy Gillespie.
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Obituaries
DIED - April 28, 1988, at Albany, N.Y.,
Ashley A. Rathbun , aged 67. An Army
veteran of World War II, he was a son of
Perry8 Rathbun (Norman H John5 Roger4 Samuel 3 Thomas 2 Johnl). He is
survived by his wife, Frances; a son,
Glen A. Rathbun; a daughter, Gail A.
Rathbun; a brother, Norman Rathbun,
and two sisters, Hazel Barrett and Frances Staples.

DIED - June 10, 1988, at Fredericton,
New Brunswick, Canada, Inez (Rathburn) Cooper, aged 73, a member of our
Association. She was the daughter of
Caleb 9 Rathburn (George 8-7 Joseph 6 -5
Obadiah4 John3 William 2 Johnl). She is
survived by five sons, ten grandchildren,
and two great-grandchildren; a brother,
Eldon Rathburn, and a sister, Joan Morris , both members of our Association .

DIED - May 21, 1988, at Jacksonville,
Florida, Wilber W. Paulk, aged 76. He
was the husband of our member, Annie
Laura (Rathbun) Paulk, daughter of
Joh n8 Rathbun (Hallef Thomas 6 - 5
John4 Samuel 3 Thomas 2 Johnl ).

DIED - April 24, 1988, at Little Falls,
N.Y., Naomi Mary (Rathbun} Herringshaw, aged 90. She was the daughter
and last surviving child of John8 'Rathbun (JohnH Thomas 5 John4 Samuel3
Thomas 2 Johnl) and Myra Tompkins.
She is survived by two sons and a
daughter; 11 grandchildren ; 24 greatgrandchildren, and one great-greatgranddaughter. Her husband, Fred Herringshaw, died in 1946.

DIED - April 17, 1988, at Redkey, Indiana, Helen Jeanette (Rathbun) Landess, aged 77. She was the youngest
daughter of Ulysses Grant8 Rathbun
(Alfred 7 Daniel 6 Gideon 5 Edmund 4
John 3 -2 - 1 ) , and widow of John Herbert
Landess. She is survived by a son and
daughter, several grandchildren, and a
brother, Harry Rathbun, a member of
our Association.

