














Rathbones 

(continued from page 55) 

He made only one political venture. In 
1864, he was the Republican Party's 
candidate for mayor of Albany, and lost 
to the Democratic candidate by a vote of 
5,375 to 3,462. 

By the early 1880s, Rathbone was at 
the peak of his career. His business was 
booming, his fortune was growing, and 
he was one of his city's most prominent 
citizens. His home at 119 Washington 
Avenue was a city landmark, the former 
mansion of Governor William C. Bouck. 
He also had a summer home in Lenox, 
Mass. , in the Berkshire Mountains, de­
signed and built especially for him by the 
famed architect-builder Richard Wick­
ham, at a cost of more than $25,000. 

Of course, there had been problems. 
The 1850s had seen the birth of the Iron 
Molders Protective Union, formed to 
negotiate better pay and working condi­
tions for employees of Albany's many 
stove foundries. There were several 
outbreaks of violence, and in 1870, one 
of Rathbone's buildings was set afire by 
arsonists, causing $100,000 damage. 

In the 1870s, he had taken two new 
partners - brothers Grange Sard and 
William Sard o In 1873, Rathbone 
changed the name of his company to 
Rathbone and Sard, and opened branch 
sales offices in many American cities, 
including Chicago and Detroit, as well 
as in European cities. 

In 1883, at the age of 64, Rathbone 
decided it was time to slow down his 
business activities. Rathbone and Sard 
was incorporated, with Rathbone as 
president, but with the Sard brothers 
taking much of the responsibility . 
Grange Sard was named first vice­
president, and William Sard second 
vice-president and manager of the fast­
growing Chicago office. 

To protect the family interests, Rath­
bone placed two of his sons-in-law in 
other top positions. Robert S. Oliver was 
named general superintendent, and 
Edward W. Bowditch became secretary 
and treasurer. 

The new corporation was capitalized 
at $800,000, the equivalent of many 
millions in today 's dollars. The cor­
poration continued to expand, and was 
soon recognized as the largest stove 
manufactory in the world. By 1886, the 
firm had five furnaces in operation, melt­
ing 95 tons of iron a day, and was pro-

56 

ducing 75,000 stoves a year. 
The workforce grew to nearly 1,500, 

and the yearly payroll exceeded 
$450,000. The 1886, the company's 
sales hit $1 ,500,000. 

John F. Rathbone survived another 
18 years, living on his share of the in­
come from the stove business, con­
tinuing much of his philanthropic and 
religious activities , and enjoying his 
many grandchildren. 

In a day when few girls received 
higher education , Rathbone sent his 
daughters to the Albany Female Acad­
emy. All did well , and married well. 

Marion, the oldest daughter, born in 
1847, married Robert Shaw Oliver, who 
became one of the Rathbone's partners, 
was a general in the New York Militia, 
and served as assistant secretary of war 
under Presidents Theodore Roosevelt 
and William H. Taft. 

Lucy, the second daughter, born in 
1851 , married Edward W. Bowditch, an 
1869 Harvard graduate, who became a 
driving force in the Rathbone-Sard 
Corporation. 

Grace, the third daughter, born in 
1859, married Henry Russell Shaw. 
Their son, Gardiner Shaw, joined the 
U.S. Diplomatic Corps, and had an out­
standing career. 

Alice, the youngest daughter, born in 
1861, married John Archibald Murray. 
One of her daughters married the Earl of 
Moray in Scotland. 

Rathbone's only son , John Henry 
Rathbone, born in 1863, became a suc­
cessful stockholder, but died in 1900, 
two years before his father, leaving one 
daughter. The Rathbone name in this 
line thus came to an end. 

Rathbone's brother, Lewis, died in 
1889, leaving one daughter, and ending 
the Rathbone name in that line. 

John Finley Rathbone was stricken 
early in March 1901 with influenza, "then 
called ''the grippe," and died two weeks 
later on March 20 in his Albany home at 
the age of 82. 

At Rathbone's stipulation in his will , 
no inventory was made of his estate, so 
we do not know his exact wealth , but it 
must have been substantial. 

He left a $50,000 trust fund for the 
young daughter of his deceased son 
John, and his home and personal be­
longings to his wife for her lifetime. 

All the rest of his estate, and the home 
at his wife's death, was to be converted 

to cash and invested in a trust fund . At 
the death of his wife (which occurred 
less than a year later, on Jan. 26, 1902), 
the fund was to be divided into five equal 
parts, with the annual interest going to 
his four daughters and to Mary Rath­
bone, daughter of his son John, for their 
lifetimes. 

At their death, the fund was to be 
divided among their children. 

Rathbone was thus ensuring that his 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
would share in some of the fortune he 
had accumulated in his long life. The 
Rathbone-Sard Company lasted an­
other 24 years, and 'finally closed its 
operation in 1925. Some Rathbone 
stoves can still be found today, and are 
valuable antiques. 

There was one other interesting pro­
vision in Rathbone's will. After ordering 
his debts and funeral expenses paid, 
Rathbone's next provision was: "I give 
and bequeath to my grandson, John 
Rathbone Oliver, 100 books from my 
library, to be selected by himself." 

Since he had no Rathbone grand­
children, he had apparently developed a 
strong empathy for his oldest grandson, 
and namesake. 

John Rathbone Oliver was an appro­
priate heir for John Finley Rathbone, for 
he had inherited his grandfather's intel­
ligence and ambition. He was 30 years 
old when Rathbone died, and already 
had shown signs of a budding genius. 
As a boy, he was an outstanding stu­
dent, and one of his teachers had pre­
dicted that he would become either a 
teacher, writer or minister - a most 
prophetic statement, for Oliver was to be 
all three, and more! . 

After attending a private school in his 
teens, young Oliver spent 18 months in 
Europe , studying in Germany and 
France. Upon his return to the United 
States, he entered Harvard at the age of 
18, and was graduated in 1894 with the 
degree of Master of Arts Summa Cum 
Laude. He wrote the senior class poem 
and was chosen to give the valedictory 
address at graduation. 

John Rathbone Oliver then launched 
an almost unbelievable career. For four 
years, he was a teacher. Then, after a 
year-long trip around the world , he en­
rolled in a seminary in 1900 and earned 
a degree in theology. 

(continued on page 59) 



John F. Rathbone Brings First 
Working Computer to America 

General John Finley Rathbone is 
credited with bringing the first computer 
to the United States - some 133 years 
ago! 

The concept of a computer originated 
in the early 1830s. An English mathe­
matician, Charles Babbage, designed in 
1834 what he called an "analytical en­
gine," using punched cards. He was 
unable to obtain financing for his design, 
and it never reached the construction 
stage. 

That same year, a Swedish engineer, 
Pehr Georg Scheutz, announced the 
basic design of a "mechanical brain" to 
calculate and print mathematical tables. 
Three years later, his son , Edvard 
Scheutz, transferred his father's idea 
into a working model. After three more 
years of improvements, the father-son 
team constructed a new working model, 
which was certified in 1843 by the Royal 
Swedish Academy of Sciences. 

Armed with that certificate , the 
Scheutzes sought to market their inven-

tion, but like Babbage could find no one 
to finance them. Undaunted, they con­
tinued working on thei r invention, and 
about 1853 they produced a larger, 
more advanced model , which they 
called a "Difference Engine." 

It was exhibited throughout Europe, 
and in 1855 was a great hit at the Exhi­
bition of Paris , where it won a gold 
medal. But the Scheutzes could still not 
find anyone interested in financing mass 
production of the machine. No one in 
Europe seemed to realize its immense 
potential. 

In America, however, it was a different 
story. News of the invention was greet­
ed with enthusiasm by Benjamin A. 
Gould, a 32-year-old astronomer who 
was director of the Dudley Observatory 
in Albany. 

Gould immediately recognized that 
the Difference Machine could be of 
great help in the calculation of astro­
nomical data, and the printing of tables , 
to be used in predicting changes in tides 

and weather. 
Knowing that the Dudley Observatory 

did not have sufficient funds to buy the 
machine, Gould went to General Rath­
bone, possibly a friend, but certainly a 
well-known, wealthy and philanthropic 
citizen . 

Rathbone heard Gould's story, and 
agreed with. him that the invention had 
enormous possibilities. He purchased 
the Scheutzes' machine for $5,000, and 
presented it to the Observatory. 

The results, in the capable hands of 
Gould, were spectacular. He used the 
machine for all sorts of calculations, and 
shared printed results with his peers 
throughout the nation. The computer 
revolution had been born in America, 
thanks to John Finley Rathbone! In grati­
tude , the Dudley Observatory elected 
him as its president. 

(continued on page 59) 

A contemporary drawing of the Scheutz "Difference Engine, "purchased and brought to America in 1855 by John F. Rathbone. It was the first 
computer in the United States. Courtesy of Robert Rathbone. . 

57 



Block Island 

(continued from page 53) 

In 1679, his oldest son John was mar­
ried , and was given the family 's "man­
sion house" on Block Island, along with 
60 acres. 

In 1683, John Sr. gave 37 acres to his 
eldest daughter Sarah , who had married 
'Samuel George. 

In 1688, he gave his son , Joseph, 
then about 20, three tracts totaling 63 
acres with a house. 

In 1693, he gave 63 acres and a 
house to his son, William, and 70 acres 
with a house to his youngest son 
Samuel. 

There is no record of his giving land 
on the island to his son Thomas, or his 
daughters Margaret and Elizabetb. It is 
possible tha deeds have been lost, or he 
gave them either money or property in 
Newport. Thomas seems to have in­
herited the original family farm in the 
southeast corner of the island. 

At any rate, all the sons and two of the 
three daughters ended up on Block 
Island by the late 1690's. The other 
daughter, Elizabeth, apparently did not 
live there very long, if at all. 

John Rathbun Sr. may have become 
involved in Newport town politics and 
civic life, but destruction of the town 
records makes this impossible to con­
firm. In 1681 , however, he was chosen 
to represent Block Island in the Rhode 
Island General Assembly, and served 
until 1684. Block Islanders frequently 
chose island landowners with homes on 
the mainland to represent them in the 
colonial legislature. it was too difficult for 
island residents to travel to the mainland 
for meetings. 

In 1685, all the New England co!onial 
charters were revoked by King James II , 
who had ascended to the throne that 
year on the death of his brother, Charles 
II. He appointed Sir Edmond Andros as 
governor-in-chief of all New England, 
and disbanded the elected colonial 
legislatures. 

The action stirred a bitter controversy 
throughout New England . Some col­
onists strongly opposed the new form of 
government, while others supported the 
king 's action. 

John Rathbun sided with the king 's 
supporters, and was rewarded in 1686 
with appointment to the Rhode Island 
General Quarter Session Court, which 
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took over the general assembly's role. In 
this stand, Rathbun aligned himself with 
some of the wealthiest and most influen­
tial merchants and businessmen in the 
colony. Politically, it placed him among 
the conservatives of his day. Ironically, 
when a group of the king 's supporters 
signed a petition pledging their loyalty, 
Rathbun was the only one who signed 
with "his mark - JR." All the others were 
literate, and signed their full names. 

Rathbun served on the General Quar­
ter Sessions Court until 1688, when 
James II was overthrown . His suc­
cessor, William III , restored the original 
colonial charters . The conservative 
Americans who had supported . King 
James were out of favor. Liberals took 
over, and Rathbun's political career was 
ended. 

Although records are few, we can get 
a glimpse of the sort of cases Rathbun 
and his fellow grand jurors handled on 
the Quarter Sessions Courts. 

Meeting in September 1688, Rathbun 
and 13 fellow grand jurymen fined Mary 
Cory, a single woman, twenty shillings 
"for having a child bone of her body," 
and finded Francis Brayton ten shillings 
for selling alcoholic drinks to Indians on 
a Sunday. Having an illegitimate baby 
was considered twice as serious a crime 
as violating the colony's liquor laws. 

The court 's other duties included ap­
proval of those proposed to be freemen , 
and the issuances of licenses for inns 
and taverns. 

It is possible that Rathbun had be­
come a merchant during his years in 
Newport, for his will (in 1702) mentions 
his "shop" in Newport, and he was also 
one of the proprietors of the Newpot 
town wharf at the time of his death. This 
would suggest that he was in the ship­
ping business to some degree, possibly 
importing wool , fish , and other goods 
produced by his sons and tenants on 
Block Island. 

An indication of the Rathbuns' high 
social standing is shown by the 1692 
marriage of his son Samuel to Patience 
Coggeshall , daughter of Major John 
Coggshall , deputy governor in 1690 and 
member of a prominent Newport family . 
Rathbun was also a close associate of 
John Williams, another former Block 
Islander, who had moved to Newport, 
become a wealthy merchant and served 
in 1686 as attorney-general of Rhode 
Island. 

The last known record of John Rath­
bun in Newport is in 1695, when he is 
described in a deed as "yeoman, of 
Newport." 

He must have moved back to Block 
Island within the next few years, for he is 
listed in attendance at town meetings 
there in 1700, 1701 and 1702. He and 
Margaret possibly lived with their son 
Samuel , for John's will left Samuel "the 
table and cubbard which stand now in 
his house as (they) are lomes (heir­
looms) to the house." 

John made his will on Block Island, 
Feb. 12, 1702, calling himself "John 
Rathbun Senior of Block Island . .. 
yeoman being sick in body but of perfect 
memory ... " The will was probated on 
Oct. 6 that year, indicating that John, 
who had been sick in February, prob­
ably died about September. 

The inventory of his "moveable es­
tate" on Block Island did not include 
land. He had apparently given all or 
most of it to his children . It did list 11 
head of cattle, 50 sheep and 20 lambs. 

In his "Newport house" were beds, 
furniture, kitchen utensils, tools, cloth­
ing, a bible and a gun, indications that he 
had only recently moved to Block Island, 
and possibly planned to return to New­
port. There was also a copper still and a 
pair of "stilyards"(?). Was he making 
and possibly selling rum? His total es­
tate was valued at slightly over 100 
pounds, a great deal less than many of 
his contemporaries on the island, but it 
does not include his Newport land , 
house and shop, which were probably 
quite valuable. 

By comparison , Block Island records 
show that his old adversary, James 
Sands, who died in 1695, left an estate 
of more than 700 pounds, including 300 
sheep, 56 cattle and 30 hogs. Robert 
Guthrie , who died in 1692, left a 
659-pound estate, which included 400 
sheep, 39 cattle , 15 hogs and two 
horses. 

In view of these figures, it is puzzling 
to find Rathbun described in an early 
Block Island record as one of the 
island's wealthiest men. 

Rathbun left the income (rent) of his 
Newport property to his widow, Mar­
garet, for her lifetime, and the house and 
shop were then to be divided between 
his two grandsons named John Rath­
bun - sons of John and William. (He 
was to have another grandson with the 



name a few years later (John Rathbun , 
born in 1705, son of Thomas) . 

He also left his Negro slave to his wife 
for her lifetime, then to his son Thomas 
for three years, and then to be freed. 
The slave was not listed in his inventory, 
but would probably have been worth 30 
to 40 pounds, depending on his age. 
There is no record of when Rathbun 
acquired the slave, but it was probably 
during his later years at Newport. Slave 
ownership there became common 
about 1696. 

(For a complete transcript of John 
Rathbun 's will , see our Historian of 
January 1981). 

John Rathbun was undoubtedly bur­
ied in the old Block Island town cem­
etery, as was his wife Margaret, who 
died shortly after 1716. Their grave 
markers long ago disappeared , al­
though they may be lying down, covered 
with only a few inches of dirt. Our Asso­
ciation in 1983 erected a monument to 
their memory in the cemetery. 

Computer 
(continued from page 57) 

It took many more years, and such 
developments as electronics and mem­
ory chips, to bring the computer age out 
of its infancy. Today, we are only on the 
brink of what futurists call the "Computer 
Age ." 

John F. Rathbone and Benjamin A. 
Gould would not recognize today 's 
computers, but they did recognize a 
good thing when they saw it 133 years 
ago. 

(Our thanks to Robert Rathbone of 
New Hampshire, who fi rst brought our 
attention to the story of John F. Rath­
bone's role in bringing the first computer 
to America. Bob ran across the story 
some 35 years ago , in his job as 
researcher-writer-editor for the Digital 
Computer Laboratory of the Mass­
achusetts Institute of Technology. He· 
also supplied the picture which appears 
with this story.) 

Rathbones 

(continued from page 56) 

After his ordination as an Episcopal 
priest , he was first assigned to St. 
Mark's in Philadelphia, then became 
curate at St. Peter's in Albany. 

But in 1904, aged 32, this amazing 
man set off again for new horizons. He 
went back to Europe, entered the Royal 
Academy at Innsbruck, Austria, and be­
gan the study of medicine. He earned 
his medical degree in 1910, practiced in 
Austria for four years, then enlisted in 
the Austrian Army as a surgeon at the 
outbreak of World War I. In 1915, he 
suffered a heart attack and had to return 
home. 

When the U.S. entered the war in 
1917, he applied for a commission in the 
Army Medical Corps, but was turned 
down because of the heart attack. In 
later years, he confessed that he had no 
interest in or sympathy with the war, but 
only wanted to help the wounded . 

Oliver then moved to Baltimore , 
where he returned to the priesthood, but 
chose to work at Johns Hopkins Hos­
pital. There he became interested in the 
problems of prison inmates, and soon 
became an expert in the field . He was 
named chief medical officer for the Bal­
timore court system. 

Despite this busy schedule, he found 
time to enroll in the graudate school of 
Johns Hopkins University, and in 1927 
was awarded a doctorate in philosophy, 
with a major in Greek! 

His far-reaching mind was still not 
satisfied . he had developed an interest 
in psychiatry, and resumed his medical 
education in this field . A year later he 
became a consulting psychiatrist. 

In this same period, he began delving 
into medical history, and from 1927 to 
1938 was a professor of the history of 
medicine at the University of Maryland 
Medical School. 

This amazing man still had spare 
time! He wrote hundreds of articles, 
poems and books. One of his books, 
"Victor and Victim," came within one 
vote of winning a Pulitzer prize! He 
turned over all the royalties from his 
writings to a fund for needy medical and 
theological students. 

He also served as student warden at 
Johns Hopkins Memorial Hall and as 
assistant rector at Mount Calvary Epis­
copal Church. 

John Rathbone Oliver died in 1943, 
aged 71 . He never married, but left be­
hind an unparalleled record of varied 
public service - a teacher, clergyman, 
writer, physician , surgeon, psychiatrist, 
poet, historian, philosopher, soldier and 
world traveler. 

He was called an "intellectual dy­
namo," and was surely a fitting heir and 
namesake to his multi-talented grand­
father, General John Finley Rathbone. 

We have still not covered all the 
achievements of the Rathbone family of 
Albany. The next generation was also to 
playa major role in history, and we will 
cover that story in our next issue. 

(Our thanks for the pictures, letters 
and biographical information of John 
Finley Rathbone and his brother Lewis 
to Karl Kabelac, manuscript librarian at 
the University of Rochester. Thanks 
also to Mildred Rathburn and Fred C. 
Rathbun for valuable research 
assistance.) 

Drawing of a John F. Rathbone stove 
from an 1846 patent, and the design of 
its firebox door. 
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Genealogy: The Sixth 
Generation in America 
165. WILLlAM6 RATHBUN (William5 

Daniel4 Joshua3 John2-,) , born Dec. 31 , 
1802, in Tioga County, Pa. , and moved 
with his parents to Ontario, Canada, 
about 1814. He was married there about 
1832 to Susan Cram brook, born about 
1810, parentage unknown, but the mar­
riage lasted only a short time, owing to 
"a misunderstanding and the inter­
ference of relatives," according to Cool­
ey's Rathbone Genealogy. She later 
married Samuel Furtney, had six chil­
dren by him, and died about 1885 in 
Kent County, Mich. William married on 
Feb . 1, 1833 , at Burford , Ontario , 
Cynthia Lawrence Lester, birthdate and 
parentage unknown. William bought 
200 acres of land in Blenheim, Ontario, 
and built two sawmills which he oper­
ated for many years . He erected the 
area's first single mill in the 1850s. Wil­
liam died sometime after 1870, possibly 
in 1891 , but we have been unable to 
confirm this. Cynthia's death date is not 
known. 

CHILDREN 

By Susan 
WILLIAM, born Apri l 11 , 1833; mar­

ried Mary A. Mitchell . 
By Cynthia 

WILLIAM HENRY, Born Aug . 15, 
1834; married Mary Dickson. 

SOPHIA CATHERINE, born Sept . 
1836; married Finley M. Smith on July 
13, 1859. 

CHARLES NILES, born Jan . 16, 
1839; married Sarah Allen. 

LOIS ANN, born March 1, 1841 ; mar­
ried Isaac J. Horner on March 1, 1868. 

HORATIO NELSON , born Jan . 6, 
1844; married Rachel Orrey. 

SALINA, born May 27, 1846; died 
January 1849. 

ALVIRA ALICE, born Apri l 27, 1849; 
married Francis Strachan. 

166. NELSON NILES6 RATHBUN (Wil­
liam5 Daniel4 Joshua3 John2

-'), born 
June 13, 1805, in Tioga County, Pa., 
and moved with his parents about 1814 
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to Ontario. He was married there in Sep­
tember 1830 to Marcy Ryder, born 
March 5, 1807, daughter of Gideon and 
Ruth (Conger) Ryder. He purchased 
100 acres at Burford , Ontario , from the 
Canadian government in 1831 , and 
farmed there all his life. He died July 7, 
1880, and his wife on Jan. 10, 1898, 
both at Burford. 

CHILDREN 

EMILY, born June 6, 1832; died April 
18, 1869, unmarried . 

HORACE, born April 13, 1834; mar­
ried Eliza Hatterim. 

SARAH JANE, born Sept. 7, 1836; 
married Allen McCaskill . 

NILES NELSON, born April 13, 1841 ; 
died in December 1842. 

167. DANIEL6 RATHBUN (William 5 

Daniel4 Joshua3 John2
-' ) , born Feb. 24, 

1812, in Milton, N.Y., and moved with 
his parents about 1814 to Ontario, Can­
ada. He married there about 1838 Ruth 
Ryder, born June 5, 1818, daughter of 

Daniel Rathbun (1 812-1898), and his 
wife Ruth (Ryder) Rathbun (1 818-
1898). Courtesy of Donna Bender, a 
descendant. 

Roland and Rebecca Ryder. He in­
herited the family farm in Ontario, but 
sold it about 1857, moved to Michigan, 
and bought a 70-acre farm near Keeler, 
Van Buren County, for $1400 in 1863. 
He farmed there for the rest of his life, 
and died at Keeler on March 5, 1898, 
just a month after the death of his wife on 
Feb. 4. 

CHILDREN 

WILLIAM W., born Aug. 26, 1839; 
married (1) Catherine Smith , and (2) 
Lydia M. Dawson. 

ELIZA JANE, born Oct. 9, 1840; mar­
ried William Long, who was killed in the 
Civil War. 

LYMAN L. , born Apri l 19, 1842; mar-
ried Anna __ _ 

CYRUS PHILANDER, born Jan. 19, 
1844; married Emma McCombs. 

ELIZABETH E. , born Oct. 8, 1845; 
married Mazor Conkwright. 

REBECCA JANE, born Aug. 1, 1847; 
married Wilbur F. McCombs. 

GIDEON L. , born Aug . 10, 1849; mar­
ried Ellen Drullinger. 

168. CHARLES6 RATHBUN (William5 

Daniel4 Joshua3 John2
-') , born Jan. 19, 

1815, probably in Ontario , Canada, 
where his parents moved about that 
time. He was married there on Sept. 27, 
1840, to Pamela Ann Ryder, born June 
22, 1821, daughter of Jonathan and 
Mary Ryder. They lived on a farm near 
Blenheim, where Charles died June 30, 
1896, and Pamela on Aug . 5, 1890. 

CHILDREN 

GEORGE W., born about 1841; died 
in his teens . 

JOHN FRANKLIN , born May 18, 
1849; married (1) Martha Markle, and 
(2) his cousin Mary Rathbun, daughter 
of William? (William6 -5 Daniel4 Joshua3 

John2-'). 

PHOEBE ANN, born Feb. 16, 1851 ; 
married John W. Fritch. 

WALLACE, born Feb. 1, 1853; mar­
ried Sarah Kennedy. 



169. HORACE6 RATHBUN (William5 

Daniel4 Joshua3 John2-' ), born about 
1816 in Ontario, Canada, and married 
there Nov. 14, 1844, Eliza Jane Win­
chell , born in Feb. 1814, parentage un­
known. They lived in Blenheim, Ontario, 
until 1873, when they moved to Michi­
gan an bought a farm near Tyce, in 
Huron County. Horace died there in Oc­
tober 1874, and Eliza some time after 
1900. 

CHILDREN 

HARMON JEFFERSON, born Oct. 9, 
1845; maried Ada Getty. 

HELEN R. , born April 30 , 1847; mar­
ried Joseph Malachi Desjardins. 

CYRENUS, born Oct. 3, 1848; died 
unmarried sometime after 1910. 

SARAH A. , born August 30, 1851 ; 
died unmarried sometime after 1900. 

VALENTINE, born Jan . 3, 1855; mar­
ried Ida Ann Getty. 

170. ALLEN FAXTON6 RATHBUN (Jo­
siah5 Job4 Joshua3 John2

-' ), born prob­
ably in the early 1790s in Columbus, 
Lewis County (then Chenango County), 
N.Y. Our information on him is very 
sketchy. He apparently moved as a 
young man to Ontario, Canada, and 
married there about 1812 Hannah Col­
lison. born about 1793, daughter of John 
Collison. She probably died by 1819, 
when he married Isabella Mcintosh . 
birth and parentage unknown. They 
separated after a few years , and about 
1842 he married Louisa Cummings, 
birth and parentage unknown. He re­
turned to the United States sometime 
after his third marriage, but reportedly to 
the United States sometime after his 
third marriage, but reported died in 1888 
at Portland. Leeds County. Ontario. We 
have been unable to find confirmation . 
Louisa's death date is not known. 

CHILDREN 

By Hannah 
(?) MARY. born about 1814; married 

Charles Shaver (for Charles S. Haven) 
on Jan. 1. 1833. 
By Isabella 

ALLEN FAXTON (or FACTON). born 
about 1820; married Leonora Schofield . 

?HUGH. born about 1826; married 
Elizabeth Hough. 
By Louisa 

FRANK. born about 1843; died Aug . 
16. 1907; no known marriage. 

ALBERT FAXTON (or FACTON) . 
born Dec. 29. 1845; married Emma 
Bowen. 

JOSEPH. born about 1847; no further 
information. 

HENRY. born in August. probably 
1849; married Harriet Shepherd. 

LOUISE. born in the 1850s; no further 
information. 

MYRA. born in the 1850s; no further 
information. 

171. JOSIAH 6 RATHBUN (Josiah5 

Job4 Joshua3 John2
-') . born Jan. 12. 

1795. at Brookfield , Chenango County. 
N.Y. He became a doctor and practiced 
for 55 years. (See story of his life. and 
his pictu re. in our Historian of Jan . 
1986) . He married about 1824 Irene 
Ballarad, born about 1804. parentage 
unknown. who died Aug . 20, 1856. in 
Utica. N.Y. On June 17. 1868. he mar­
ried at Utica. Eliza Foster. born Feb. 11 . 
1805, daughter of Joshua and Betsey 
Foster. He died March 1879 at Utica, 
and Eliza died there Jan. 14. 1893. 

CHILDREN 

By Irene 
ANNA BALLARD. born about 1826; 

married John W. Fuller. a Union general 
in the Civil War. 

JANE, born about 1828; died as a 
young woman. 

172. NICHOLAS p.6 RATHBUN (Jo­
siah5 Job4 Joshua3 John2

- ' ), born Aug. 
18. 1805. at Columbus . N.Y .. and 
moved as a young man to Denmark. 
Lewis County. N.Y. He was married 
about 1826 to Marinda (or Miranda) 
Richards. born in February 1804. par­
entage unknown. They lived there until 
his death March 13. 1854. She died July 
13. 1857. 

CHILDREN 

?ABIGAIL ANN. listed by Cooley, but 
no record is found. 

IRENE MIRANDA. born about 1830; 
married Henry Canfield . 

JAMES R .. born in June 1832; mar-
ried Harriet _ _ _ 

KENDRICK. born about 1834; no fur­
ther record. 

NELSON K .• born about 1836; died 
April 22. 1859. (He and Kendrick may be 
the same person ; the records are 
confusing). 

HENRIETTA. born Feb. 27. 1845; 
died Jan. 30. 1861 . in Hemlo, Illinois. 
where she had apparently gone to live 
with her sister. Irene. after their parents' 
death. 

173. THEOPHILIS FITCH6 RATHBUN 
(Josiah5 Job4 Joshua3 John2

- ' ) . born 
July 23. 1808. possibly in Copenhagen. 
N.Y. He married Nov. 16, 1829. Belinda 
L. Root. born April 7, 1811 . daughter of 
Judge William and Rebecca (Hammon) 
Root. They lived at various times in sev­
eral New York cities - Sandy Creek. 
Renssalaer Falls (where he was a shoe­
maker) . and Copenhagen. where he 
died Aug . 24. 1860. Belinda died Dec. 
11. 1887, at Chicago. III. . where she 
moved about 1875. 

CHILDREN 

AMELIA JANE. born July 8. 1831 ; 
married Dr. John Albert French on Jan. 
22. 1850. 

JAMES MONROE. born Nov. 18. 
1833; died Oct. 11 . 1834. 

ABIGAIL ANN . born Dec. 28. 1835; 
married James R. Phillips on Aug . 19. 
1858. 

WILLIAM ROOT. born Aug . 23. 1838; 
served in the Union Army during the 
Civil War. was captured. and died in 
October 1865 at Andersonville Prison. 

MARY ARZELLA. born Oct. 30, 1840; 
married William Henry Potter on Jan. 
24. 1863. 

TASKIT HARRIS, born July 9, 1843; 
died Aug . 16. 1851 . 

EDWARD JOSEPH, born Aug. 9. 
1848; married (?) Mary __ _ 

174. DEMARCUS6 RATHBUN (Sol­
omons Job4 Joshua3 John2

-') . born May 
1. 1788, in Washington County. N.Y .. 
and married Jan. 12. 1815. at Nunda. 
N.Y .• Amanda Hills, born June 21. 1795, 
daughter of Edino and Chloe Hills. He 
served in the New York Militia in the War 

(continued on page 62) 
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(continued from page 61) 

of 1812, and moved after his marriage to 
the town of Eagle, where he was the first 
town clerk. They later moved to Han­
over, Chautauqua County, N.Y., where 
he was active in educational affairs and 
a school district was named in his honor. 
He died there on Nov. 10, 1878, and she 
on Sept. 29, 1883. Both are buried in the 
Rathbun Cemetery. 

CHILDREN 

CARLTON ANSON, born Oct . 8, 
1815; married Sarah Ann Connars. 

SON (name unknown), born Sept. 10, 
1816; died young. 

SON (name unknown), born Feb. 11 , 
1818; died young. 

MALVIRA ELIZA , born March 1, 
1819; married Allen B. Goodrich on Feb. 
24, 1846. 

EDWIN JAY, born Sept. 30, 1820; 
married Laura Ann Munsell. 

LOUISA AURORA, born July 13, 
1822; married Franklin C. Trask on Aug. 
1, 1841. 

EMILY ANGERONA, born June 10, 
1824; married (1) Abraham Hunt, and 
(2) Charles Allen . 

JOSEPH ADDISON, born Oct. 31 , 
1825; married Theresa Meade. 

EUNICE E., born Dec. 18, 1827; mar­
ried John Travis on May 26, 1846. 

CHLOE A , born June 16, 1829; mar­
ried Nathaniel C. Southworth on Jan. 
12, 1860. 

ELIHU, born Aug. 7, 1831 ; died Sept. 
2, 1853; at Galena, III., unmarried. 

ALVIN FULLER, born May 20, 1833; 
married Margaret (Palmer) Hough. 

FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS, born April 8, 
1835; married Clarissa Griswold. 

175. ELlHU6 RATHBUN (Solomons 
Job4 Joshua3 John2

-
1

) , born Sept. 8, 
1794, in Washington County, N.Y., and 
married on Feb. 28, 1818, in Pennsyl­
vania, Eleanor Beatty, born June 19, 
1790, daughter of John Beatty of Car­
lisle, Pa. Family tradition relates that 
Elihu served in the War of 1812, and met 
Eleanor while serving in the army bar­
racks at Carlisle, where John Beatty 
was a captain . Elihu remained in Penn­
sylvania and became an itinerant Lu­
theran minister, travelling 25,000 miles 
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by horseback over an 11-year period. 
From 1830 to 1845, he served the Lu­
theran Ohio Synod, covering the Penn­
sylvania counties of Venango, Craw­
ford , Mercer and Butler. He was the 
second pastor of the Lutheran Church at 
Venango, organized in 1828, and was 
pastor for 16 years at Zion 's Lutheran 
Church in Crawford County. Eleanor 
died Oct. 8, 1838, and he married the 
following year, on Sept. 10, 1839, Sarah 
Powell , born March 8, 1811 , daughter of 
Thomas and Isabella (Fulton) Powell. 
They lived in Crawford County until 
1854, when they moved to Rock Island, 
III. , where he was a grand juryman in 
1863 and an election judge in 1864. 
They later moved to Viola , Mercer 
County, III. , where he died June 4, 1890, 
aged 95. Sarah died there Feb. 26, 
1900. 

CHILDREN 

By Eleanor 
ADALINE ELIZA, born Jan., 18, 1819; 

married Jonathan Saeger on Feb. 28, 
1839. 

JOHN BEATTY, born Oct. 12, 1820; 
married Emeline F. Waugh. 

MARGARET ELEANOR, born May 
27, 1822; married (1) Dr. Lyman How­
ard, and (2) R.N. Tate. 

BULINA ALMIRA, born March 23, 
1824; married Robert K. Wick on Jan. 1, 
1846. 

FINLAW DARLINGTON, born Nov. 
20, 1827; died Aug. 25, 1855, in Moline, 
III., unmarried. 

ALPHONZO, born Aug . 30, 1830; 
died Sept. 30, 1830. 

By Sarah 
STILLBORN CHILD, born June 3, 

1840. 
HOMER DWIGHT, born Feb. 22, 

1842; died April 19, 1862, in the Civil 
War. 

STILLBORN DAUGHTER, born Nov. 
26, 1844. 

ELIHU, born July 19, 1848; married 
Mary A Gilmore. 

ISAAC HALE, born May 8, 1850; mar­
ried Mary A Honens. 

PHOEBE EMELINE (Twin) , born May 
8, 1850; married William H. Gilmore on 
Oct. 27, 1869. 

SARAH (Sadie), born Aug. 16, 1853; 
married Talbot T. Spicer on Feb. 12, 
1879. 

176. MATTHEW 6 RATHBUN 
(Solomons Job4 Joshua3 John2-1), born 
May 26, 1802, in Columbus, Chenango 
County, N.Y. He moved as a young man 
to Medina County, Ohio, where he mar­
ried August 16, 1827, Jane McCabe, 
born in January 1809, parentage un­
known. He died less than eight years 
later, on May 3, 1835, aged 33, and four 
years later on May 24, 1839, she mar­
ried William Chapman. They moved to 
Waterloo, Indiana, where he died in 
1870. Jane died July 9, 1901 , in Hill­
sdale County, Michigan, where she had 
lived more than 20 years with her daugh­
ter Emily. She had five children by 
Chapman - Mary, Amanda, William, 
Oscar and Ellen. 

CHILDREN 

EMILY R., born in 1828; died some 
time after 1910, unmarried. 

MARTHA, born about 1833; married 
William Sprole. 

MATTHEW E. , born about 1835; died 
April 21 , 1865, in the Civil War. 

177. VALENTINE 6 RATHBUN 
(Russells Job4 Joshua3 John2

-
1
), born 

about 1797, probably at Canaan, Conn. 
Little is known about him and we are still 
researching his family . He moved as a 
young man to New York, and is listed in 
the 1830 census at Farmersville, Cat­
tauraugus County. He married about 
1818 Catherine Matilda Blackburn, born 
about 1798, parentage unknown. They 
both died sometime after 1863, possibly 
at Eagle, N.Y. 

CHILDREN 

?LlBERTY W. , born about 1824; died 
March 26, 1850, aged 25, and is buried 
at Franklinville, N.Y. 

CHARLES PROPERTY, born about 
1826; married Frances Wood and pos­
sibly had several later marriages. 

?BENJAMIN, born about 1828; mar-
ried Theresa _ _ _ 

CHARLOTTE, born about 1830; mar­
ried Harvey Chaffee. 

PAULINA, born about 1836; alive in 
1850. 

ROSELLA, born about 1838; alive in 
1850. 

POSSIBLY OTHERS, names un­
known. 



Obituaries 
DIED - August 2, 1988, at Modesto, 
Calif., Nellie Marie (Fenno) Rathbun, 
aged 88. She was the widow of Carl9 

Rathbun (Porter8 John7-6 Robert5 John4 
Samuel3 Thomas2 John') . Carl died in 
1971 . There are a number of survivors, 
including our member, Earl Rathbun. 

DIED - August 7, 1988, at Yakima, 
Wash ., Letty Leota (Cole) Streeter, 
aged 87. She was the granddaughter of 
Richard Cole and Harrief Rathbun 
(Thomas6-5 John4 Samuel3 Thomas2 

John'). Survivors include her son, Victor 
Streeter, a member of our Association . 

DIED - June 20, 1988, at Ashland, 
Ohio, Leonora Catherine Rathbun , 
aged 97. She was the widow of Alfred8 

Rathbun (Abel7 John6 Edward5 Amos4 
Joshua3 John-') , who died in 1967. She 
was formerly assistant postmaster of 
New London, Ohio. Survivors include a 
daughter Mary Chase; two grand­
children , and a nephew. 

DIED - May 28, 1988, in St. Mary's, 
Alaska, Kelsey Duane Babich, aged 51 . 
He was the son of Michael J. Babich and 
Vera Viola9 Rathbun (Henry8 William7 

Gideon6 Job5 Gideon4 John3-
2

-
1

) . He is 
survived by his mother; his wife, Vic­
toria; three children , Emily, Kelly and 
Valerie; one grandchild born three 
months before his death; a brother, Mi­
chael , and a sister, Darleen Boyle, a 
member of our Association . 

DIED - April 29, 1988, at Winterville, 
Ohio, Raymond C. Rathbun, aged 65. 
He was the son of Jesse9 Rathbun 
(George8 Seneca7 John6 Joseph5 Josh­
ua4 John3-2-1) . A former teacher, he was 
an Army veteran of World War II. Sur­
vivors include a son, Keaney Rathbun; 
two daughters, Jessica Williams and 
Laura Depas, and two grandchildren. 

DIED - August 10, 1988, at Stephen­
town, N.Y., Norman M. Rathbun, aged 
77. He was the son of Perry8 Rathbun 
(Norman7-6 John5 Roger4 Samuel3 

Thomas2 John') . Survivors include two 
sisters, Frances Staples and Hazel Bar­
rett, and several nephews and nieces. 

Reunions~------
Descendants of Henry G. Rathburn 

gathered August 13 for a family reunion 
in Rutland, Mass., hosted by Elnora and 
Mac Coppolino. Among the 75 present 
were 16 members of our Association , 
including the Coppolinos, Anna and 
Lenny Angelini , Linda and Charles Duc­
los, Michael and Alice Angelini , Thomas 
and Debby Angelini, Jean and Richard 
Ledford , John and Helen Robinson and 
Orson Rathburn Jr. The oldest person 
present was Mary Rathburn , 84 , widow 
of Henry's son, Orson Rathburn Sr. The 
youngest was year-old Jody Strong. 
Henry G. Rathburn (1870-1960) was the 
son of Valentine7 Rathburn (John6 Tib­
bets5 John4-3 Thomas2 John 1) . 

The East Springfield , N.Y. , Rathbuns 
conducted their 65th annual reunion 
August 6, with 50 persons attending. 
Among them were our members, Mar­
garet (Rathbun) Medved, and her sister, 
Susan. The oldest cousin attending was 
Mary (Rathbun) Lybeck, aged 85. The 
honor usually goes to her older brother, 
Oliver Rathbun, 92, who stayed home 
this year because of threatening 
weather. Mary and Oliver are the last 
surviving children of George B. and 
Fanny (Wyckoff) Rathbun. George was 
the son of Levanf Rathbun (Williams6

-
5 

Benjamin 4-3 Joseph 2 John 1) . The 
Springfield Rathbuns descend from 

Benjamin4 Rathbun (1747-1819), who 
settled there about 1780. 

More than 75 descendants of Clark 
Rathbun (1890-1972) attended a re­
union July 1-4 at the homes of three 
grandchildren in or near Kennebec, 
Washington . All of Clark's living children 
were present - Dale, Russell, Wayne, 
Melva, Ernest and Lola. Special guests 
included David B. Rathbun, 88, Clark's 
only living brother; Donald Rathbun, a 
nephew, and his wife Opal ; Glenn and 
Louise Rathbun, and David and Edna 
Rathbun, all cousins. The attendees 
were from five different states, and in­
cluded several members of our Associa­
tion . Clark Rathbun was the son of 
John7 Rathbun (John6 Alfred5 Job4 Ben­
jamin3 Joseph2 John ') . 

Descendants of Hallet Rathbun 
(1841-1925) held their annual family re­
union July 2 at Fitzgerald, Georgia, with 
more than 120 in attendance. Among 
them were several members of our As­
sociation - Junior and Reba (Rathbun) 
Reeves, Annie (Rathbun) Paulk, and 
Susie (Carter) Baston. Hallet Rathbun 
was the son of Thomas6 Rathbun (Tho­
mas5 John4 Samuel3 Thomas2 John' . 
Hallet was a Union veteran of the Civil 
War, who settled in Georgia after the 
war. 

Births~-------
BORN - Feb. 14, 1988, Christopher 
Rex Rathbun, son of Christopher G. and 
Rebecca Rathbun, and the first grand­
child of our members Gathern Rexford 
(G . Rex) and Sheila Rathbun. Gathern 
is the son of Gathern 9 Rathbun 
(George8 Jonathan7 Thomas6-5 John4 
Samuel3 Thomas2 John \ 

BORN - August 22, 1988, Caitlin 
Christine Gill, daughter of Mike and An­
nette Gill, and a great-granddaughter 0 f 
William Gill and Lois8 Rathbun (Byron7 
Gamaliel6 Walter5 Thomas4-3-

2 John 1) . 

BORN - May 22, 1988, Mickenzie 
Hope Rathbun, daughter of Kelley and 
Kimberly (Mackey) Rathbun , and 
granddaughter of Keith9 Rathbun (Mau­
rice 8 Byron 7 Gamaliel 6 Walter5 

Thomas4-3-2 John 1) . 

BORN - August 8, 1988, Ashley Su­
zanne Bassett, daughter of Dane and 
julie Bassett, and step-granddaughter 
of Steven9 Rathbun (Maurice8 Byron7 

Gamaliel6 Walter5 Thomas4-3-2 John 1) . 
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People 
ELLEN RATHBONE BROWN has 
been named editor of Ancestry , the 
quarterly bulletin of the Palm Beach 
(Fla.) Genealogical Society. Ellen is the 
daughter of Rathbone Gardiner (1856-
1931), a son of Henry Wood Gardner 
and MaryS Rathbone (Stephen ? 
Joshua6·3 John2-1). 

A 25TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
party was held August 13 in Schoharie, 
N.Y., for Karl R. and Phyllis (Rathburn) 
Martin. They were married August 31 , 
1963, and have two sons. Phyllis is the 
daughter of Gaal and Mildred Rathburn , 
members of our Association , who 
hosted the party. Gaal is the son of 
William9 Rathburn (Williams Samuel? 
Joseph6 Samuel5 Anthony4 Samuel3 

Thomas2 John 1). 

JOHN BYFIELD and his wife Margaret 
participated in the World Championship 
Horseshoe Tournament August 1-2 at 
Pleasanton, Calif. John placed 14th in 
Men's Class F, with 39 percent, and 
Margaret placed 3rd in Ladies' Class A, 
with 64 percent. Margaret was state 
woman's champion in 1981 and 1986, 
and placed second last year in the world 
playoffs. John, who recently joined our 
Association , is the son of Gertrude 
(Rathbun) Byfield , a daughter of Cla­
rence? Rathbun (Guy6 Amiziah5 Job4 

Benjamin3 Joseph2 John1). 

MARJORIE L. RATHBUN and Chris­
topher L. Adorno were married July 2, 
1988, in Dalton , Mass. She is the daugh­
ter of our member, Henry Howe 11 Rath­
bun III (Henry10-9 Charless William? AI­
fred6 Wait5-4 Joshua3 John2-1). 

ERIC CHARLES RATHBUN graduated 
June 5, 1988, from Greater Grace Chris­
tian Academy in Baltimore, Md. His sis­
ter, Robin Faye Rathbun, graduated 
four days later from Northside High 
School, Warner Robins, Ga. They are 
children of Henry Howe1o Rathbun III 
(Henri 0-9 Charless William? Alfred6 

Wait5-4 Joshua3 John2-1). 

KRISTIN L. RATHBUN and Craig Ryan 
Waldron were married June 25, 1988, at 
Greenwood, Ark. Kristin is the daughter 

64 

Our New Members 
Frances W. Ayers 
Vienna, Va. 

Darleen Boyle 
Las Vegas, Nev. 

William M. Brown 
Cullman, Ala. 

Laura M. Burrows 
Blacksburg, Va. 

John Byfield 
Mt. Vernon, Wash. 

Mary Lou Byom 
Arcadia, Wisc. 

Josephine S. Dugan 
Block Island, R.I. 

Melva Gregory 
Boise, Idaho 

Philip Rathbun Harper 
New York City, N.Y. 

of Sandra Lee (Remer) and Jack9 Rath­
bun (Davids John?-6 Alfred5 Job4 Ben­
jamin3 Joseph2 John 1). 

ARNOLD RATHBUN of Cranston , R.I. , 
built and dedicated the Wilber C. Rath­
bun Retreat House in Slocum, R.I. , in 
memory of his son , Wilber Charles 
Rathbun , who died in 1985 of spinal 
meningitis at the age of 22. Arnold is the 
son of the late Eola and Ernest9 Rathbun 
(Charless Seneca? John6 Joseph5 

Joshua4 John3-2-1. 

JIM AND MAXINE STITES reported re­
cently that their son , a planning achitect 
in Kansas City, Mo., found a "Rathbone 
Place" on an old city plat, dated in 1908 
and signed Cornelia L. Rathbone. We 
have identified Cornelia as the oldest 
daughter of Oliver Smith? Rathbone 
(Benjamin6 Joshua5-3 John2-1), who 
was born in 1840, never married, and 
was living as late as 1910. 

FRANK E. RATHBUN of Coventry, R.I. , 
was honored in March by the com-

Janet Hayes 
Seattle, Wash. 

James and Shirley Hosking 
Watertown, Conn. 

Vineta Martin 
Tolleson, Ariz. 

Bertinice Rathbun 
Kingston,Okl. 

Janet Rathbun 
Hagerstown, Ind. 

Jerry and Sandra Rathbun 
Richland, Wash. 

Robert D. Rathbun 
Littleton, Colo. 

Eva A. Urban 
Avonport, Nova Scotia 

manding officer of the Naval Submarine 
Base in New London, Conn ., for "pro­
fessional achievement in the superior 
performance of his duties" in the base's 
supply department. During a fire in the 
principal supply building last December, 
"Rathbun met the challenge of recovery 
and repair in an impressive manner . .. 
reflecting great credit upon himself and 
the United States government service." 
Frank later received a promotion to go 
along with the award . He is the son of 
the late Elmer9 Rathbun (Franks 
James? Robert6 John5-4 Samuel3 Tho­
mas2 John1) . 

In our last issue, on page 40, we re­
ported that the will of Thomas Rath­
bone, father of our immigrant ancestor 
John Rathbun , was probated in 1633. 
This was a typographical error. It was 
probated in 1663, nine years after Tho­
mas' death. Our thanks to K. Haybron 
Adams, whose "eagle eye" noticed the 
error. 


