














Colonel 

(continued from page 23) 

They drafted a plan to set major fires 
in various parts of the city, and under 
cover of the resulting confusion, they 
would lead a group of men over the moat 
and walls surrounding the Tower of Lon­
don. They would kill or capture the top 
officials, and call for a general division of 
all the king's vast estates, giving land to 
everyone. This, they hoped, would bring 
them broad support throughout the city, 
and eventually, the whole country. The 
date of the attack was set for September 
3, 1665, the seventh anniversary of 
Cromwell 's death, and the anniversary 
of two of his most famous victories. 

The plan might have worked, but we 
will never know. There were "leaks" in 
those days as well as now. Word 
reached authorities of the plan. Within 
hours, Rathbone and his fellow­
conspirators were arrested, and impris­
oned in the Tower of London. 

They were tried in the Old Bailey on 
charges of high treason, and sentenced 
to death. No simple hanging would suf­
fice for their crime. Rathbone's sen­
tence was probably as follows (based 
on similar sentences of the day for 
treason): 

"You are to be drawn on a hurdle to 
the place of execution and there you 
shall be hanged by the neck; and being 
still alive shall be cut down, your privy 
members to be cut off, your entrails to be 
taken out of your body and you, still 
living, the same to be burned before 
your eyes, and your head to be cut off, 
your body divided into four parts, and 
your head and quarters to be disposed 
of at the pleasure of the King." 

(This harsh sentence was the origin of 
the famous phrase, hung, drawn and 
quartered.) 

The heads of convicted traitors, and 
sometimes their other body parts, were 
usually displayed on poles at London 
Bridge and other prominent places as a 
warning to other WOUld-be plotters. 

The execution of Rathbone, and 
probably some of the others, took place 
on April 26, 1666, at a place called Ty­
burn, near the present-day Marble Arch 
in London. A gallows had existed there 
for many years, and tens of thousands 
of convicts had died there. The most 
famous of the executioners was Jack 

(continued on page 26) 
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Contemporary engravings of a Seventeenth Century execution, similar to that of 
Colonel John Rathbone. In the upper picture, the condemned man is being drawn on a 
"hurdle" to Tyburn. In the center picture, he has been hung on the gallows. At bottom, he 
has been beheaded, his abdomen ripped open, and his heart is about to be thrown into 
the flames. 



Old Block Island Records 
Reveal Problems of 1600s 

I
n our last issue, we told some inter­
esting stories about our early an­
cestors from Book One of the Block 

Island Town Records. Following are 
some more items from the old records 
which shed some light on other pioneer~ 
of the island, and give us some idea of 
their lives and personalities, and the 
problems they faced. 

John Acres, brother of John Rath­
bun's wife, Margaret, seems to have 
been held in low regard by his fellow 
islanders. Although he lived on Block 
Island for nearly 30 years prior to his 
death in 1698, he was never elected to 
any public office, not even such minor 
positions as fence viewer or highway 
overseer. 

The Book One records indicate that 
Acres was often in debt and may have 
had a drinking problem. In 1684, he was 
cited for failure to pay 30 shillings in 
taxes. In 1687, he was listed as in debt 
three pounds, ten shillings, to the estate 
of John Williams. In 1686, he was sued 
by William Hancock, a bar owner, for "a 
considerable debt" which he had re­
fused to pay. 

In January 1687, Acres showed up 
drunk at a town meeting, and engaged 
in "much abuse and unseemly dis­
course." The town officers ordered him 
put into the stocks, but his son-in-law, 
Daniel Tosh , offered to pay a fine 
instead. 

Acres continued his loud and drunken 
behavior, and was finally put into the 
stocks, the officials "finding no other 
way" to preserve the peace. 

Tristram Dodge, another early settler 
and founder of the prolific Block Island 
Dodge family, was the central figure in 
one of the island's major 17th Century 
scandals. 

In December 1681 , Nathaniel Briggs, 
31, a tenant farmer, was arrested for 
stealing sheep, and was taken before 
the town wardens , to whom he con­
fessed his guilt. 

The wardens demanded that he 
name his "confederates in such evil pro­
ceedings," and Briggs told them that his 
wife, Barbara, had helped him. Barbara, 
brought before the court, admitted that 
she had been involved, but the wardens 
seemed to doubt her story. 

Nathaniel Briggs was brought back 
before the court, and under further ques­
tioning , he broke down and told the 
wardens that his accomplice had been 
Tristram Dodge Sr., then in his middle 
sixties. 

Dodge, a former member of the town 
council , was related by marriage to 
Briggs. His daughter, Amy Dodge, was 
the widow of Nathaniel Briggs' brother 
Daniel. Tristam Dodge was either the 
father or father-in-law of Ann Dodge, 
who a few years later married John 
Rathbun Jr. 

The wardens, apparently still sus­
picious, asked Briggs if any other mem­
bers of the Dodge family had been in­
volved in the sheep stealing. 

"I dare not accuse any of them for my 
life," Briggs exclaimed. 

Under more intense questioning, he 
broke down and told the whole story. 
Tristam's sons, Israel, about 33, and 
Thomas, about 23, had also helped in 
the thievery, which had been going on 
for more than a year. 

In one case, he said, Israel and Tho­
mas Dodge had helped him "catch a 
sheep in the hay yard and dressed it in 
the calf house." In another instance 
Tristram Dodge had helped him steal ~ 
sheep and then stood guard as Briggs 
killed it. 

Asked why he had named his wife as 
an accomplice, Briggs explained that it 
had been Tristram Dodge's idea. 

Dodge had visited him a few days 
earlier, Briggs said , and warned him, "I 
came a purpose to speak with you . 
There is a sheepskin found and they are 
going to search your house." 

Briggs panicked. "I am undone," he 
told Dodge. "What shall I do?" 

"Well ," said Dodge, "We shall do well 
enough." 

"But they will ask me who helped . . . 
and I must tell them that it was you." 

"No! " exclaimed Dodge . "By no 
means open your mouth about me. Say 
that your wife helped you ." 

A few days later, Briggs said, Dodge 
returned with a bottle of rum, telling 
Briggs, "Cousin, I came a purpose to 
make you drink." 

Dodge apparently hoped that the rum 
would bolster Briggs' courage for his 
hearing before the wardens. 

After hearing Briggs' full confession, 
the wardens resummoned his wife, Bar­
bara, who tearfully admitted that she 
had lied. 

"I did not help my husband . . . I con­
fessed that I had, but it was a lie," she 
told the court. 

Word of the growing scandal spread 
throughout the island. When the ward­
ens arrrested Dodge and brought him to 
trial, most of the islanders came to 
watch , overflowing the two-story stone 
house of James Sands, the head ward­
en. The old records relate: 

''Tristram Dodge Sr . . .. at first denied 
of any1hing that was demanded of him 
.. . " and charged that "Briggs has 
wronged me. It is false what he reports 
of me and if I have done any1hing that is 
amiss, the Lord pardon me for it." 

The court continued to press him, 
however, and Dodge finally admitted 
that he had helped Briggs steal sheep 
and that he had given Briggs rum to 
drink before the trial. He also "ingeni­
ously owned" that he had once "carried 
a sheep away on his back (but) he did 
not know the mark on it, and did not 
know but what it was his own." 

(In those days , all the islanders ' 
sheep were "marked" with various cuts 
on their ears, each owner having a spe­
cific mark which was on file with the town 
clerk.) 

(continued on page 26) 
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Records 

(continued from page 25) 

Asked why he had first lied about his 
guilt, Dodge replied, "I am shallow of 
memory, but I shall declare more as it 
comes to mind." 

Unfortunately, there is nothing more 
in the town records to tell us what pun­
ishment, if any, was ordered for the 
Dodges and for Briggs. 

Sixteen year later, for example, Con­
sider Tiffany was charged with stealing 
sheep and was ordered to stand trial in 
Newport, or be expelled from the island. 
Tiffany was not just an ordinary citizen ; 
he was the stepson of Simon Ray, then 
head warden . 

The raising of sheep for wool and 
meat was one of the island's major in­
dustries, and sheep stealing was con­
sidered a major crime, much as horse­
stealing came to be in the American 
West 150 years later. 

Tristram Dodge and his son Thomas 
both died within a year or two after the 
incident. Nathaniel Briggs and Israel 
Dodge both left the island within a few 
years. The later Block Island Dodges 
descend from Tristram's other three 
sons. 

Members of the Billington family also 
appear to have been trouble-makers on 
the island. Joseph Billington was often 
in debt, and on one occasion was or­
dered to go to work or leave the island. 
His wife Grace was charged in 1676 with 
stealing a coat, and again in 1680 was 
accused of stealing corn . She was sen­
tenced to pay a nine-shilling fine or be 
given nine lashes at the whipping post. 

In 1679, Billington was accused by 
Samuel Hollman of attacking him in "an 
envious, murderous nature" after an ar­
gument over a five-pound debt. Hollman 
charged that Billington "struck me sev­
eral times, drawing blood." Billington re­
sponded by suing Hollman for slander, 
"not having the fear of God before his 
eyes." The Billingtons left the island a 
few years later. 

Hollman was involved in an earlier 
dispute. He was charged in 1678 with 
going into the home of Amy Helling and 
trying to force her "to have a merry meet­
ing with him about eight o'clock in the 
morning." (A "merry meeting" seems to 
have been a sexual encounter, in the 
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stilted language of that day.) Amy said 
Hollman "would have thrown her down 
and torn her waistcoat and (made) re­
proachful and slanderous speeches that 
cometh from a devilish, envyous spirit 
and from a murderous kind of nature." 

Hollman countered with a suit against 
Amy and her husband Josiah Helling, 
charging them with defamation "with a 
lying tongue and false spirit against the 
fear of God . . . to make (me) odious and 
despised." 

Unfortunately, the records do not give 
the outcome of the dispute. 

Lucius 
(continued from page 21) 

his 75th birthday. Sarah survived him by 
16 years, dying on March 14, 1891. 

A daughter, describing her father 
years later, commented on his "indomi­
table will and never-yielding dispo­
sition." 

"He was a great reader and was al­
ways posted upon the issues (of the 
day). He was radical in his opinions 
(and) advocated them with unfaltering 
confidence." 

Interestingly, Lucius ' "desertion" of 
his first wife, Rhoda (who died in 1877), 
and their eight children , did not seem to 
leave hard feelings in the family. Two 
children by his first wife - Vortimer and 
Martin - spent at least some of their 
childhood years with Lucius in Michigan. 
Vortimer and Lucius Jr. moved per­
manently to Michigan and lived on farms 
near their father. 

(Information for this story on Lucius 
Rathbun comes from Cooley's 1898 
Rathbone Genealogy, from an article 
written by his daughter, Caroline Hig­
gins, in the May 1893 Rathbone Family 
Historian, and from Caroline's grand­
son, Thomas Higgins, of Rhode Island. 
Thanks to all of them, we have been 
able to write a rare "warts and all" biog­
raphy of Lucius, who was surely a most 
interesting man. His 18 children had 
some 60 known grandchildren, and to­
day he has many descendants. Two of 
them , LaVerne E. Rathbun , and 
LaVerne's daughter, Melinda Connell , 
both of Virginia, are members of our 
Association) . 

Colonel 
(continued from page 24) 

Ketch, official "hangman" from 1663 un­
til 1686. It was he who carried out the 
barbaric sentence on Colonel John 
Rathbone. 

It was reported that Rathbone and his 
companions, just before their deaths, 
defiantly predicted that their plan would 
still be carried out. In a strange paradox 
of history, they proved to be partly 
correct. 

Rathbone's plan had called for fires to 
be ignited on the night of September 3. 
On that very day, nearly six months after 
Rathbone's death, occurred the Great 
Fire of London, which leveled 430 acres 
of the city, and destroyed more than 
13,000 buildings. The fire started in a 
baker's shop and raged for three days. It 
was one of the worst fires in history. 

The strange coincidence did not go 
unnoticed in that superstitious age, and 
Rathbone achieved at least temporary 
notoriety. 

"Rathbone's Plot," and Colonel John 
Rathbone himself, were featured in a 
1719 book, "The History of King-Killers, 
Containing the Lives of thirty Fanatick 
Saints, famous for Treason, Rebellion , 
Etc., Published ... for the information of 
True Christians and Sincere Lovers of 
the Monarchy." 

(Long titles were apparently the "in 
thing" 250 years ago!) 

The writer ended his story on Rath­
bqne: "Some of the traytors at their ex­
ecution declared that their design would 
yet take effect, as it did, for the Fire (of 
London) began within three hours of the 
time appointed." 

No one ever identified Rathbone's be­
trayer, but we do have a hint. An English 
writer some years later wrote of Rath­
bone's Plot: 

"There was a certain person named 
Alexander, an old soldier in Cromwell's 
troops, who is yet alive . .. (who) paid all 
the rebels, assigned them their posts in 
the city ... and was later pardoned. He 
was not afraid to relate the whole story 
to his friends over a cheerful glass." 

Maybe Alexander was just an old sol­
dier cadging some free drinks, or maybe 
he was the one who "blew the whistle." 
We will never know. 



Genealogy: The Sixth 
Generation in America 
198. ALBERT6 RATHBONE (Wait5-

4 

Joshua3 John2
-
1
), born in November 

1796, in Middletown, vt. He was sent as 
a boy to a private school and in 1812, 
with the outbreak of war, wanted to join 
the army_ In view of his age, not yet 16, 
his father refused permission_ Albert 
went to visit relatives in New Hampshire, 
and while there, enlisted in the army, 
lying about his age. He had a spec­
tacular career during the war (see our 
Historian of April 1987), and was dis­
charged as a lieutenant in 1815. About a 
year later, he went to South America, 
joined rebel forces there, possibly under 
the famous Simon Bolivar, and died a 
short time later. He apparently never 
married. 

199. ALFRED T.6 RATHBUN (Wait5-4 

Joshua3 John2-1), born July 3, 1798, in 
Middletown, Vt. , and moved with his 
parents a few years later to nearby Tin­
mouth. He was apparently a rebellious 
type, and was frequently in trouble. He 
served as a quartermaster sergeant in 
the militia in 1817, and then joined his 
father in the foundry business at Tin­
mouth. He later went into business on 
his own, selling his father's products. By 
1816, he had opened his own foundry. 
He was married May 10, 1819, to 
Sophia Sargent, born Dec. 20, 1798, 
daughter of Samuel and Matilda 
(Southworth) Sargent, but their mar­
riage proved a stormy one. In 1824, he 
was arrested for failure to pay a debt, 
and was imprisoned. He escaped, and 
returned home, but in 1825 drove his 
wife out of their house after an argu­
ment. Again arrested for unpaid debts, 
he was once more put in jail, but re­
leased when his father posted bail. He 
promptly defaulted on the bail, and left 
town. Sophia filed for divorce in 1829, 
charging "intolerable and abusive con­
duct." The divorce was granted in 1830, 
and she was married three years later to 
George Allen. He died in 1846, and she 
married Ira Allen in 1848. Alfred Rath-

bun last appears in 1833 in Lee, Mass., 
where he and Susan Snow published 
their intention to marry. She then called 
off the engagement, and was married 
two months later to Dennis C. Daly. 
Alfred disappears from history at that 
point. His descendants are still trying to 
learn what finally happened to him. 
Sophia died Oct. 18, 1876, at Middle­
bury, vt. 

CHILDREN 

WILLIAM SARGENT, born July 1, 
1820; married Jane Marie Colburn. 

SAMUEL, born about 1822; appar­
ently died young. 

HENRY, born about 1824; apparently 
died young. 

200. HENRy6 RATHBONE (Wait5
-
4 

Joshua3 John2
-
1

) , born August 16, 
1809, at Tinmouth, Vt., and known as 
Harry. He moved as a young man to 
New York City, where he was a com­
mission merchant in the tea business for 
many years. On Dec. 13, 1843, he was 
married in Castelton, Vt., to Caroline 
Warner, born Dec. 17, 1822, daughter of 
Almon and Mary (Conkey) Warner. 
They lived in New York for some years, 
and apparently were separated. He re­
turned to Vermont, where he died Oct. 9, 
1870, in Rutland. Caroline remained in 
New York and died there on Feb. 16, 
1879. 

CHILD 

HENRY WARNER, born July 25, 
1844; married Mary Kline. 

201. JOHN CASTELLI6 RATHBONE 
(William5 Wait4 Joshua3 John2-1) , born 
Oct. 10, 1818, in New York City. He was 
known as Casso He moved with his par­
ents as a boy to Bergen County, N.J. , 
where he was married June 30, 1839, to 
Elizabeth Vanderbeek, born August 30, 
1818, daughter of Abraham and Eleanor 

(Ackerman) Vanderbeek. They moved 
to Burning Springs, West Virginia (then 
Virginia), where he had an active career. 
We are planning a story on him. Eliz­
abeth died Oct. 30, 1890, in Kansas 
City, Mo. He died June 17, 1908, in 
Leavenworth, Kansas. 

CHILDREN 

MARTHA M., born Sept. 26, 1840; 
died in infancy. 

ABRAHAM ,- born Sept. 22, 1841; 
married Mary E. Stokely. 

WILLIAM PALMER, born Aug. 17, 
1844; married Eugenia Hopkins. 

ELEANOR, born Oct. 10, 1847; died 
Dec. 2, 1849. 

JULIETTE, born Aug. 24, 1850; died 
July 31, 1858. 

ANNA, born April 3, 1853; died April 
27, 1853. 

MARIA, born July 29,1854; died Feb. 
15, 1855. 

FRANCIS WAIT, born Jan. 12, 1856; 
married Areanna J. Hannan. 

JOHN CASTELLI, born July 25, 1858; 
married Eugenia Chandler. 

JOHN PETER, born Dec. 14, 1860; 
died April 2, 1862. 

202. JOHN VALLEAU6 RATHBONE 
(William5 Wait4 Joshua3 John2-

1
) , born 

Jan. 4, 1821, in New York City. He was 
known as Val. He moved with his par­
ents to Bergen County, N.J., and was 
married there in Paramus on Dec. 17, 
1841, to Anna Maria Doremus, born 
Sept. 10, 1823, daughter of John B. and 
Margaret (Westervelt) Doremus. They 
moved to Burning Springs, West Va. 
(then Virginia), where he had a fasci­
nating career. We are planning a story 
on him and his brother. He died Jan. 11, 
1897, in Parkersburg, West Va. She 
died there August 9, 1897. 

(continued on page 28) 
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Genealogy 

(continued from page 27) 

CHILDREN 

MARTHA, born May 3,1842; married 
John Post Ramsey. 

DOREMUS, born June 9, 1844; died 
March 26, 1865? 

MARGARET WESTERVELT, born 
May 16, 1847; married William B. Paden 
on Dec. 1, 1863. 

MARY ATKINSON, born August 1, 
1849; died July 29, 1850. 

FRANCIS VINTON, born July 18, 
1851; married Mary E. Jackson. 

JOHN VALLEAU, born Oct. 29, 1853; 
married Jeanette Falconer. 

PETER DOREMUS, born July 6, 
1856; married Sally Braidon. 

SOPHIA, born July 11 , 1859; married 
(1) Leonard Poole, and (2) on June 5, 
1883, Monroe Jackson. 

CAMDEN, born May 30, 1862; mar­
ried Bernice Blackford. 

ANNA, born Dec. 13, 1864; died Feb. 
25, 1865. 

MARIA (twin), born Dec. 13, 1864; 
died Feb. 28, 1865. 

203. SAMUEL BROWN6 RATHBONE 
(William5 Wait4 Joshua3 John2

-
1

) , born 
Feb. 16, 1823, in New York City. He 
went to sea about 1839 in the merchant 
service. In 1841 , he was appointed a 
midshipman in the U.S. Navy, served 
several years, and then returned to the 
merchant service . He was married 
about 1845 to Amanda Burroughs, born 
about 1829, daughter of Alex Bur­
roughs, and they apparently moved to 
Newtown, Mass., where she died Sept. 
16, 1845, of typhoid. He was married on 
Aug. 7, 1850, at Rockland, Me., to Ma­
hala Jane Grant, born July 26, 1831, 
daughter of John and Hannah (Lindsey) 
Grant. They had a farm in Maine for 
some years, but then moved to West 
Virginia, where he operated a steam­
boat business. He served in the Navy 
again during the Civil War with a cap­
tain's commission. Mahala died Oct. 20, 
1882, while on a visit to Hillsdale, Ohio, 
and on July 30, 1883, he was married in 
Parkersburg, West Va. , to Caroline May 
Smith , born Dec. 22, 1864, daughter of 
John H. and Sarah (Bramford) Smith. 
They lived in West Virginia, where he 
died, at Parkersburg, on Aug . 28, 1905. 
Caroline died Nov. 26, 1959, at Norfolk, 
Va. 
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CHILDREN 

By Mahala 

JOHN ATKINSON, born Dec. 28, 
1851; married (1) Ora Ferrill , and (2) 
Carrie Reese. 

MALVINA ELNORA, born Oct. 4, 
1854; married Edward T. Lee on April 
14, 1875. 

MARY BROWN, born Sept. 30, 1857; 
married Rev. Charles Owens. 

SAMUEL BROWN, born Jan . 20, 
1860; married Carrie Edmundson. 

VALLEAU, born Sept. 3, 1862; mar­
ried Christina Maple. 

WILLIAM VINTON GRANT, born Jan. 
19, 1865; married Etta McClung. 

CASTELLI FRANCIS, born Jan. 5, 
1867; married Jean M. Jamison. 

ANNA MARIA DAISY, born July 18, 
1869; married John H. Smith on Feb. 10, 
1887. 

VAN ALLEN DOREMUS, born Aug. 
31, 1871 ; married Elizabeth Riddle. 

By Caroline 

HAROLD LANSING, born Sept. 18, 
1886; married (1) Hazel Williams, and 
(2) Lexie Hochstrasser. 

GUY BROWN, born Oct. 18, 1888; 
married Loraine Heaton. 

MARGUERITE PEARL, born Feb. 27, 
1891 ; died Sept. 22, 1891 . 

EDWARD CLAYTON, born Aug. 25, 
1892; married Bernice Bessey. 

MARTHA MING VALLEAU, born July 
3, 1896; married Eugene Wilson. 

204. (?) JOHN6 RATHBUN (John5 

Joshua4 Nathaniel 3 John2
-
1
), born 

about 1805, place unknown. (His father, 
John5 Rathbun, who married Louise 
___ , did not appear in his proper 
place in our genealogical listing, but we 
have since determined his proper an­
cestry. See Vol. 4, No. 2, Page 27, and 
Correction in Vol. 5, No.2, Page 21) . 
John6 Rathbun was married Aug. 17, 
1828, in Middlesex, Washington 
County, Vt., to Esther Bragley (or Pix­
ley) . He is probably the John Rathbun 
who died in April 1834 in North Bridge­
water, Mass., aged 28. Nothing more is 
known of Esther, who died "at an ad­
vanced age" according to their son, Ira, 
in his Civil War pension application. 

CHILDREN 

HARVEY, born in 1829; married Han­
nah (Burns?). 

FANNIE, born in March 1831 ; married 
___ Dunbar. 

IRA P., born August 28, 1832; married 
(1) Prudence Wedge, and (2) Mary J. 
Smith . 

?MARY, born about 1833; alive in 
1850; no further data. 

?SAMUEL, born about 1834; married 
Chastina Tyler. 

205. NATHANIEL 6 RATHBUN 
(Samuel5 Nathaniel4-3 John2-1), born 
about 1781, in West Greenwich, RI. He 
moved with his parents as a boy to 
Stockbridge, Mass. , and was married 
there about 1800 to Lucy Hurlbut, born 
in November 1780, daughter of Na­
thaniel and Sarah Hurlbut. He served in 
the War of 1812 in the Mass. militia, and 
died Oct. 15, 1825, at Stockbridge. Lucy 
died there May 20, 1861. 

CHILDREN 

DAUGHTER, name unknown; born 
about 1802; apparently died young. 

CORNELIA, born about 1804; mar­
ried Edward C. Brinton on May 27, 1826. 

FREDERICK, born about 1808; mar­
ried Harriet Brunson. 

HANNAH R, born March 7, 1811 ; 
married Benjamin Pilling on Sept. 15, 
1842. 

CHILD, name unknown; born about 
1812; died May 18, 1815. 

MARY, born about 1813; married G. 
W. Hamilton. 

NATHANIEL HURLBUT, born Jan. 
13, 1815; married Henrietta Porter. 

SARAH A., born about 1818; married 
Alfred Rhodes. 

WILLIAM, born about 1820; died July 
18, 1824. 

206. BENJAMIN6 RATHBUN (Samuel5 

Nathaniel4-3 John2-1) , born about 1787, 
at West Greenwich, RI. , and moved as 
a boy with his parents to Stockbridge, 
Mass., where he was married about 
1811 to Mercy Carter, born August 24, 
1786, daughter of Nathan and Mary Car­
ter. They moved to Richford , Tioga 
County, N.Y., where he enlisted in the 



Army during the War of 1812. They ap­
parently returned to Stockbridge for a 
few years after the war, but went back to 
New York. He was a teamster at Rich­
ford, and later Berkshire, one of the few 
early settlers who owned his own team 
of oxen. They moved to Michigan about 
1834, settling in Livonia, near Detroit, in 
Wayne County. Benjamin died there 
Jan. 14, 1854, and Mercy died April 3, 
1860. 

CHILDREN 

LUCINDA, born Dec. 28, 1814; died 
March 14, 1817. 

DAUGHTER, name unknown; born in 
Jan. 1817; died July 19, 1818. 

WILLIAM HENRY, born about 1820; 
married Mary Phillips. 

FREDERICK, born about 1823; mar­
ried Sarah Willett. 

LUINDA, born about 1826; married 
Harmon Nay on July 3, 1844. 

ABRAHAM, born in March 1828; mar­
ried Abigail O'Connor. 

MINNIE, birthdate unknown; died in 
infancy. 

207. JOSEPH6 RATHBUN (Samuels 
Nathaniel4-3 John2

•
1

) , born May 9, 1784 
(or 1789?), in West Greenwich, R.I. , and 
moved with his parents as a boy to 
Stockbridge, Mass. He was married 
there about 1811 to a wife whose name 
is not known, and who died March 30, 
1815, aged 30. He was married again 
about 1818 to Elizabeth Hager, born 
Oct. 7, 1784, daughter of Samuel Amos 
and Anna Hager. They moved to Great 
Barrington, Mass. , where he died Jan. 
11 , 1868, and Elizabeth on July 30, 
1872. 

CHILDREN 

All by Elizabeth 
HANNAH E. , born about 1818; died 

Dec. 10, 1836, aged 18. She was pos­
sibly the mother of an illegitimate daugh­
ter named Emily, who died Feb. 15, 
1835, aged one year and eight months. 

FRANCES JULIA, born about 1820; 
married Elisha Collins on April 14, 1841 . 

CHARLES HENRY, born May 24, 
1823; married Corinth a Collins. 

GEORGE D., born about 1825; mar­
ried Electa Carpenter. 

JOSEPH C., born in Oct. 1828; mar­
ried Anna Martin. 

HIRAM P., born about 1831 ; died Ap­
ril 14, 1845, aged 14. 

208. SAMUEL6 RATHBUN (Samuels 
Nathaniel4-3 John2-1) , born Jan . 25, 
1793, in Lee or Stockbridge, Mass. He 
served in the War of 1812, and was 
married about 1813 to Elizabeth E. Car­
roll, born 'about 1795, daughter of 
James and Wealthy Carroll . They ap­
parently moved for a few years in the 
1820s to Tioga County, N.Y., to join his 
brother Benjamin , but returned to 
Stockbridge where they spent the rest of 
their lives. Elizabeth died there on Jan. 
24, 1851 , and he died there July 26, 
1865. 

CHILDREN 

ALVAH F., born March 1, 1814; mar-
ried Bridget _ _ _ 

CHILD, name unknown, born in 1815; 
died in 1817. 

EUNICE, born in Oct. 1816; died 
March 11 , 1817. 

SIDNEY, born in 1818; died Feb. 15, 
1820. 

JAMES SIDNEY, born Feb. 26, 1819 
(1820?) ; married Clarissa Simmons. 

WILLIAM, born April 26, 1823; mar­
ried Elizabeth Holt. 

CHARLES, born July 19, 1825; mar­
ried Abigail Carter. 

NATHANIEL, born in Jan. 1828; mar­
ried Ann E. Scully. 

EUNICE ELIZA, born Sept. 20, 1833; 
married (1) Gilbert King, and (2) Albert 
F. Fellows. 

209. NATHAN6 RATHBUN (Amoss 
Thomas4-3 John2- 1) , born April 17, 
1797, at Shaftsbury, Vt. , and moved 
with his parents as a boy to Cazenovia, 
N.Y. He was married there about 1818 
to Polly Davis, birthdate and parentage 
unknown. He moved as a young man to 
Amity Township , Erie County, Pa., 
where he died in 1840. Nothing more is 
known of Polly. She may have returned 
to New York and could be the Mary 
Clark Rathbun who is buried in Oak­
wood Cemetery, Chittenango, Madison 
County, N.Y. (Clark a middle name, or 
perhaps she was a widow when she 
married Nathan?) Her grave stone re­
portedly states that she was born in 
1798 and died in 1874, but 1874 is pos­
sibly a misreading for 1844, since she 
does not appear in the 1850 census. 

CHILDREN 

MARY, born about 1819; married 
Jeremiah Logans on April 17, 1839. 

LYDIA JANE, born about 1821 ; mar­
ried (1) John T. Peterson about 1839, 
and (2) his brother Amos Peterson 
about 1862. 

210. AMOS6 RATHBUN (AmosS Tho­
mas4

-3 John2-1) , born August 2, 1800, at 
Shaftsbury, Vt. , and moved with his par­
ents as a boy to Cazenovia, N.Y. He was 
married there on May 7, 1819, to Lydia 
Davis, born Feb. 24, 1802, parentage 
unknown, but her grandfather was sup­
posedly Nathan Fosdick, born in Wales. 
Amos and Lydia moved shortly after 
their marriage to Wattsburg , Erie 
County, Pa. , where he operated a coop­
er's shop. In later years, he was de­
scribed as an itinerant doctor, special­
izing in the use of petroleum products as 
medicine. He died Feb. 10, 1847, at 
Wattsburg. Lydia died April 8, 1870, with 
"inflamed lungs" (tuberculosis?) . 

CHILDREN 

WILLIAM P., born Feb. 8, 1821 ; mar­
ried (1) Mary E. James; (2) Rebecca 
(Connor) Bronston ; (3) Eliza (Cordell) 
Wildenson, and (4) Frances (McClaflin) 
Jaskett. 

MARY SOPHRONA (OR SA ­
BRINA?), born July 16, 1822; married 
Oliver E. Hayes on July 16, 1841 . 

NATHAN, born Feb. 13, 1824; mar­
ried Eunice White. 

AMOS, born Dec. 1, 182~ ; married 
Lucinda Kennedy. 

MARTHA E., born Sept. 3, 1827; mar­
ried Wells G. Briggs on Feb. 28, 1847. 

JOHN ELLIOTT, born Oct. 3, 1829; 
married Hannah Brown. 

JAMES ANDERSON, born Aug. 4, 
1832; married (1) Minerva Conant, and 
(2) Frances Loveland. 

HARRIET ELIZABETH, born Dec. 5, 
1835; married Jeff Williams. 

ALBERT ROUSE , born June 28, 
1838; married Adeline C. White. 

NANCY JANE, born Aug. 16, 1840; 
married Nelson Colburn on Nov. 26, 
1857. 

NEWMAN WESLEY, born Dec. 14, 
1842; died Nov. 28, 1844. 

NORMAN C., born April 29, 1846; 
died Jan. 1, 1853. 
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Births 
BORN - Feb. 12, 1989, Timothy Lee 
Duffey, son of Rev. Scott and Rebecca 
(Rathbun) Duffey, of Glen Arm, Md. , and 
grandson of Historian editor Frank9 

Rathbun (Franks Hugo? Charles 6 

Amos5
-
4 Joshua3 John2

-' ). 

BORN - March 19, 1989, Ronald 
Richard Ramoz Jr., son of Ronald and 
Charity (Rathbun) Ramoz of Wood­
haven, Mich., and grandson of Historian 
editor Frank9 Rathbun (Franks Hugo? 
Charles6 Amos5-4 Joshua3 John2

-' ). 

BORN - Dec. 31 , 1988, Caroline Rath­
bun McDonald, daughter of Peter and 
Janet (Rathbun) McDonald, of Portland, 
Me., and granddaughter of our mem­
bers Daniel and Betty Rathbun of Ar­
lington, Va. Daniel is the son of GeorgeS 
Rathbun (Daniel? Greene6-

5 Gideon4 

John3-2-' ) . 

BORN - Dec. 27, 1988, Steven An­
drew Rathbun, son of Bruce and Karen 
Rathbun of Omaha, Neb., and grandson 
of our members Ralph and Frances 
Rathbun of Murray, Neb. Ralph is the 
son of Johns Rathbun (Cyrus? Daniel6 

William5 Daniel4 Joshua3 John2
-'). 

BORN - Oct. 20, 1988, Allison Eliza­
beth Rathburn, daughter of John Eric 
and Lisa Rathburn and granddaughter 
of our member Ronald Lee Rathburn , of 
Worthington , Ohio, who is the son of 
William'o Rathbun (Grover9 Williams 
John? Amos6 Jonathan5 John4

-' ) . 

New Data 
Eunice Greene, wife of Thomas 5 

Rathbun (Simeon4 Thomas3 John2-') , 

was born June 10, 1779, daughter of 
Christopher and Almy (Angel) Greene. 
After Thomas' death in 1839, she mar­
ried a Harding and later a Perkins. 
(Found by your editor in Baker's 1896 
History of Montville, Conn., Page 237) . 
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In our October issue, we told how our ancestor John Rathbun had a violent con­
frontation with James Sands, another of the early settlers of Block Island. The story was 
of special interest to our member R. Van Rathbun, of Kalamazoo, Mich. , whose friend 
and neighbor is named James Sands. They are shown here (Van Rathbun at left) 
shaking hands to show that the Rathbuns and Sandses are living in harmony after three 
centuries. Van is the son of Raymond 10 Rathbun (Louie9 JohnB Rowland7 Acors6 

Joshua 5-4-3 John2-1). 

WANTED - Information on the an­
cestry of Deborah Taylor, who married 
Edmund 5 Rathbone (Edmund 4 

John3
-
2

-'). She was born March 25, 
1782, and died June 22/27, 1861 . Her 
father's name was Isaac Taylor. Family 
tradition says he was a cousin of Gen­
eral Zachary Taylor (1784-1850) , 
twelfth president of the United States, 
who was born in Orange County, Va. 

WANTED -Information on Helen (Po­
banz) Rathburn , widow of Wellington 
Rathburn who died in 1939, aged 47, in 
Nebraska. Helen and their children -
Boyce, Lyman, Jeanette and Evelyn­
left the area. Where did they go? Are 
they still living? Wellington was the son 
of WilliamS Rathbun (Lyman? Daniel6 

William5 Daniel4 Joshua3 John2-' ) . 

WANTED - Information on Charles 
Day Rathbun, born in 1868, and his 
sister, Mary, born in 1876, whose father 
was Washington Day? Rathbun (Gam­
aliel6 Walter5 Thomas4-3 -2 John '), of 
Spring Valley, Minn . Who did they 
marry; when and where did they die? 

Vol. 9, No. 1 - The information on Eliz­
abeth Rathbun, aged 80, who died in 
1873 in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, was er­
roneously recorded in the county record 
book index. Her death record shows that 
she was actually Elizabeth Rathbun, 
first wife of Cornelius? Rathbun (Corn­
elius 6 Epaphroditus 5 Simeon 4 

Benjamin3 Joseph2 John') . She died 
March 1, 1873, aged 18 years. Our 
thanks to Lauren Landis. 



Obituaries 

DIED - Feb. 18, 1989, at Fort Laud­
erdale, Fla., Elihu Irvin Rathbun , aged 
81 , a member of our association. He 
was the son of FrederickB Rathbun 
(James7 William6 Samuel5 Elijah4 Sam­
ue13-2 John 1. Survivors include his wife, 
Evelyn Anna (Nolan) Rathbun ; three 
sons, William, Robert and David , and 
several grandchildren. 

DIED - Jan . 4, 1989, at Branford , 
Conn. , Frederick Dexter Rathbun , aged 
91. He was the son of Rowland8 Rath­
bun (Rowland7 Joshua6 Acors5 Josh­
ua4-3 John2-1). Survivors include his 
wife, Elizabeth; two sons and a daugh­
ter; several grandchildren and great­
grandchildren, and a sister, Nellie 
Hooghkirk, a member of our associ­
ation. 

DIED - Feb. 23, at Tampa, Fla., Mar­
garet Leversa "Peggy" Bivins, aged 62. 
She was the daughter of Frank HugoB 

Rathbun (Hug0 7 Charles6 Amos5
-
4 

Joshua3 John2-
1). She is survived by her 

husband, James; two sons, David and 
Michael ; four granddaughters, and a 
brother, Frank H. Rathbun, editor of the 
Historian. 

DIED - Jan. 20, 1989, at Fort Pierre, 
S.D., Chelsea Glenn Rathbun Jr., aged 
75. He was the son of Chelsea9 Rathbun 
(Henry8 William7 Gideon6 Job5 Gideon4 

John3-2-1). Survivors include his daugh­
ter, Carol ; several grandchildren, and a 
number of half-brothers and sisters. Mr. 
Rathbun was a former mayor of Fort 
Pierre and operated an auto dealership 
there for many years. 

DIED - Jan. 15, 1989, at Oregon City, 
Ore., Cora H. Rathbun, aged 93. She 
was the widow of Emmet9 Rathbun 
(EmmetB James7 John6 Robert5 John4 
Samuel3 Thomas2 John1). She is sur­
vived by two sons, James and Richard ; 
seven grandchildren, and six great­
grandchildren. 

DIED - July 17, 1988, Jane L. Rath­
bone, of Bloomfield Hills, Mich., aged 
96. She is survived by her husband, 
Richmond John "Jack" Rathbone, a 
member of our Association , who is the 
son of RichmondB Rathbone (Arthur7 
Laurin6 Daniel5-4 Joshua3 John2-1). 

DIED - Dec. 24 , 1988, at Green 
Springs, Ohio, Irvin N. Rathbun, aged 
89. He was the son of Edward9 Rathbun 
(NortonB Saxton7 Chaplin6 Jonathan5-

4 

John3-
2

-
1). He is survived by his wife, 

Estelle Ann (Kuhlman) Rathbun ; two 
daughters, Dolores Ann Warner and 
Shirley Mae Liskovec; a grandson and 
two great-granddaughters, and one 
brother, Allen E. , Rathbun. He was a 
veteran of World War I, and a well­
known poet in the Green Springs area. 

DIED - Dec. 8, 1988, at Jacksonville, 
Fla., Lillian Ruth (Rathbun) Beck, aged 
77. She was the widow of Willie T. Beck 
and the daughter of John Kramer8 

Rathbun (Hallet7 Thomas6 -5 John4 
Samuel3 Thomas2 John1). Survivors in­
clude three sons and a daughter; three 
brothers , John , Henry and William 
Rathbun ; a half-brother, Emmanuel 
Wheelis, and five sisters, Reba Reeves 
and Annie Paulk, members of our asso­
ciation , and Dixie Fountain , Sally Morris 
and Laugena (Jean) Troup. 

DIED - Dec. 18, 1988, at Davenport, 
Iowa, Edith M. (Farwell) Rathbun, aged 
97. She was the widow of Robert W.B 
Rathbun (FitzWilliam7 Elihu6 Solomon5 

Job4 Joshua3 John2
-
1). Survivors in­

clude a daughter, Phyllis Miller, a mem­
ber of our association ; a son John ; 
seven grandchildren, and seven great­
grandchildren. 

DIED - Sept. 14, 1988, in Wichita Falls, 
Texas, Cleo Bell (Corking) James, aged 
84. She was the widow of Elmer Jones, 
who survives, and daughter of Martha 
Lavinia Rathbun and Homer B. Corkins. 
Martha was the daughter of Alvin Hart7 

Rathbun (Edwin6 George5 Job4 Ben­
jamin3 Joseph2 John 1). She is also sur­
vived by a daughter, Martha Bell James. 

DIED - Feb. 1, 1989, at Los Angeles, 
Calif. , Ruth Mildred (Rathbun) Patek, 
aged 86. She was the widow of Arthur 
Patek and the adopted daughter of Na­
hum (or Nathaniel) Franklin7 Rathbun 
(Updyke 6 Thomas5 John4 Samuel3 

Thomas2 John1). 

DIED - July 28, 1988, at Boise, Idaho, 
Calvin E. Wright, aged 79. He was the 
son of Lee A. Wright and Ethel S. Rath­
bone, daughter of Edward7 Rathbone 
(Thomas 6 Jonathan 5 Coggeshall4 

Abraham3 Samuel2 John 1). Survivors 
include a son and daughter, and numer­
ous grandchildren. Mr. Wright was a 
prominent figure in Idaho politics for 
many years . A former teacher and 
newspaperman, he was county auditor, 
state auditor, Democratic candidate for 
governor in 1950, and director of the 
U.S. Internal Revenue Service from 
1951 until 1973. 

DIED - July 25, 1988, at Sutherland, 
Ore., Albert E. Breault, aged 62. He was 
the son of Armand J. Breault and Ethel 
Mae10 Rathbun (WaiterS WiliiamB John7 
Robert 6 John5

-
4 Samuel3 Thomas 2 

John1) . Survivors include his wife , 
Emma L.; three daughters, a son ; five 
grandchildren, and three sisters. 

DIED - Feb. 7, 1989, at Warwick, R.I. , 
William F. Midgley, aged 75. He was the 
son of Joseph Midgley and Ada8 Rath­
bun (William7 Robert6 John5-

4 Samuel3 

Thomas2 John1). The only survivor is a 
sister, Barbara Chamberlin. 

In our last issue, we reported (Page 
12) that James Mortimer Rathbun 
drowned in 1843 in Seneca Lake, N.Y. , 
when he was a student at Geneva Col­
lege, which we said was now Cornell 
University. Geneva College is now 
Hobart University. Our thanks to Rhoda 
Durkin. 

In our January issue, we said that our 
immigrant ancestor John Rathbun held 
no political office after 1690. He did hold 
one more post - he was Block Island's 
deputy to the R.I. General Assembly in 
1696. 
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People 
JILL DIANE RATHBURN and Donald 
Croce were married Nov. 26, 1988, at 
Laurel , Md. Jill is the daughter of 
Ronald11 Rathburn (William1o Grove,s 
William 8 John? Amos 6 Jonathan 5 

John4-1). Both she and her father are 
members of our association. 

ROBERT B. RATHBONE and Anna 
Clara (Eastwood) Smith of Silver 
Spring, Md., were married Dec. 17, 
1988, the second marriage for both . 
Robert is the son of Ola WebsterB Rath­
bone (Harvey ? Ira 6 Edmund 5 -

4 

John3 - 2 - 1), and a member of our 
association. 

MARILYN RATHBUN of Bakersfield, 
Calif., has been appointed to a four-year 
term on a community board which oper­
ates a gymasium named in honor of her 
late husband, Bryce C. Rathbun, who 
died in 1986. Bryce helped put together 
financing for the gym, and was on the 
board when he died. Marilyn was named 
to serve out his term, and has now been 
reappointed in her own right. Bryce, 
superintendent of the county's schools 
for 28 years, was the son of John9 Rath­
bun (Virgil8 Giles? James6 Thomas5 

John4 Samuel3 Thomas2 John1). 

HENRY T. RATHBUN and his wife 
Sheila, had a narrow escape March 12, 
when fire destroyed their home near 
Middleburg, Va. They were in bed when 
the fire broke out, and managed to climb 
out of a second-story window. Damage 
was estimated at $150,000. Henry, a 
prominent Washington , D.C. , attorney, 
is the son of Benjamin8 Rathbun (Wil­
liam? John6-5 Daniel4 Joshua3 John2

-
1). 

STEVEN G. RATHBUN of Salt Lake 
City, Utah, won the 1988 Utah Cup for 
Hang Gliding, with a flight of 139 miles! 
He is president of his local hang-gliders' 
club, and has pursued the sport for 
about eight years. He is the son of our 
members Janet and Grove 11 Rathbun 
(Grove10-9 Heman8 Nathaniel? Gideon6 

Paris5 Gideon4 John3-
2

-
1). 
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Our New Members 
Corinne J. Benn 
Massapequa, N.Y. 

Rose Mary Hirasawa 
Lander, Wyoming 

Beth R. Kiteley 
Longmont, Colo. 

Glenna Lang 
Alameda, Calif. 

Ivan and Rosemarie McPherson 
Millington, Mich. 

Fred H_ Rathbun 
Branford, Conn. 

Gail Ann Rathbun 
Berkeley, Calif. 

Gary John Rathbun 
Coon Rapids, Minn. 

George L. Rathbun 
Hope Valley, R.1. 

ELIZA RATHBONE has been named 
curator of the Phillips Collection in 
Washington , D.C., one of the nation's 
leading art galleries. She had served for 
the past year as curator of the col­
lection's 20th Century art division. In her 
new position, she will be directing a $7.8 
million expansion program for Phillips. 
Eliza, who is married but uses her 
maiden name, is the daughter of our 
members, Perry T. and and Euretta 
Rathbone of Cambridge, Mass. Perry is 
the son of Howard8 Rathbone (Peter? 
Elijah6 Moses5 Joshua4 Jonathan 3 

John2-1). 

BILL AND ZACHARY RATHBUN, 
aged 9 and 6, of Hingham, Mont., are 
"stars" in a Japanese television ad for 
suntan lotion . While vacationing in 
Hawaii last year, they were chosen by a 
Japanese producer for the ad because 
they "looked just right." They are the 
sons of Dawn and William11 Rathbun 
(Robert10 Earl9 Edwin8 Demornington7 

Sebra6 George5 Job4 Benjamin3 Jo­
seph2 John1). 

Jill Rathburn 
Laurel, Maryland 

Paul Rathbun 
Madison, Wise. 

Ronald L. Rathbum 
Worthington, Ohio 

Richard Rathbun 
Boca Raton, Fla. 

Susan E. Rathbum 
Washington, D.C. 

Irene Shankula 
Evanston, Wyo_ 

William and Vera Smith 
Gardendale, Texas 

Larry Trask 
Dublin, Ohio 

Ruth D. Vail 
Poestenkill, N.Y. 

WE THANK the following members 
who have sent us family data, pictures, 
clippings and other materials : Phyllis 
Miller, Rob Rathbun, Virginia Lindley, 
Howard M. Rathbun, Grove and Janet 
Rathbun, Helene Rathbun , R. Van 
Rathbun, Jim Chivers, Sharon Jahn, 
Nellie Hooghkirk, William and Vera 
Smith, Ivan and Rosemarie McPherson, 
Darleen Boyle, Betsey Dana, Lauren 
Landis, Rosma Limbeck, Patti Garrett, 
Edith M. Leppla, Anella Hunt, Ronald L. 
Rathbun, Kris Ring, Frank E. Rathbun, 
Robert L. Rathbun, Perry T. Rathbone, 
Elizabeth Rathbun, Haybron Adams, 
Ken and Lois Allen, Mary Van Epps, 
Helen M. Rathbun, John Bowen and 
George L. Rathbun. 

John Bowen reports that he is still 
working on the films he took on our 1987 
English trip, trying to edit many hours of 
film down to a usable hour or two. He will 
let the trip participants know when it is 
ready. 


