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Letter from the Editor
Things are looking up as I write this in
late March . Our membership has
reached an all-time high of 523, and
plans are just about completed for our
September reunion in Rhode Island .
(See reunion story on next page).
The sharp rise in membership, accompanied by a sudden increase in
sales of past issues, may solve the problem, outlined in my last letter, of financing the continued publication of our Historian indexes. We should end this year.
with a healthy surplus.
Long-time members of the Association may recall the thrill of seeing our
membership reach 300 in 1983, then hit
400 in 1984, and finally 500 in 1987. Can
we reach 600? I would have thought that
to be an impossible goal six years ago,
but now it may happen. We have surely
come a long way in eight years.
Writing the obituaries and birth notices for this issue was a mixture of
sadness and joy for me. I reported the
death of my only sister, Margaret
"Peggy" (Rathbun) Bivins, and the births
of two new grandsons - Timothy Lee
Duffey and Ronald Richard Ramoz Jr. I
now have six grandchildren!
In our Historians of the past eight
years , I have written stories on our family members' participation in the various
wars of this country's history - the
French and Indian War (January 1983),
the Revolutionary War (October 1983),
and the War of 1812 (April 1987).

The RathbunRathbone-Rathburn
Family Historian is
published quarterly by
the Rathbun Family
Association at 11308
Popes Head Road,
Fairfax, Va. 22030.
(703) 278-8512

Frank H. Rathbun
Editor & Publisher
ISSN 0737-7711

18

The next in this series will be the
Mexican War of 1846-48, although it
appears that only a few of our ancesters
took part in that conflict.
The "big" story will be the Civil War, in
which hundreds of Rathbuns , Rathbones and Rathburns took part, on both
the Union and Confederate sides. I am
already working on that story, possibly
for publication next year.
I am looking for pictures of family
members in uniform during the Civil
War. They are very scarce. I have a few,
but would like to find more. If you have
any, and haven't already sent me a
copy, please let me know !
Our campaign for a U.S. postal stamp
in honor of Captain John Peck Rathbun
seems to b~ at a standstill. Richard
"Bud" Parfit has worked long and hard
on the project, but we are "getting nowhere fast. " Letters to the Postmaster
General, the Citizens Stamp Advisory
Committee, and various congressmen
have brought only sympathetic (and bureaucratic) replies , but no action .
The Postal Service is, however, seriously considering a stamp to honor the
late Elvis Presley - a fat, gluttonous
drug addict! Thousands of Elvis fans
have written enthusiastic letters of
support.
John Peck Rathbun , a long-ignored
hero of the Revolution , who died in an
English prison camp, seems less worthy
of honor than Elvis Presley. Does this
say something about the state of our
nation today? We plan to continue writing letters, but it does not look promising.
Frank E. Rathbun of Rhode Island
has come up with the idea of having a
monument erected to Captain Rathbun
in the state's Veterans Cemetery at Exeter - a most appropriate spot since
Captain Rathbun was born in Exeter.
Inquiries are being made, and we will
report further on the plan.
In our issue of April 1982, we printed a
picture of Aaron Rathbone (1572-1616)
of England, who wrote one of the earliest known books on surveying. I have
just learned that it was this early cousin
who originated the "link-chain" system
for land measurement. The idea was

later expanded upon by Edmund Gunter
in 1620, and remained in use until the
middle 1800s. Our thanks for this interesting historical note to John Rathbun ,
son of our members Grove and Janet
Rathbun.
Start making your plans now to join us
at the reunion in September. Registration forms are enclosed with this
issue of the Historian. Let's make this
reunion the biggest and best so far!
Have a wonderful summer.

The- "geod old days" were not always
so great! For example, a local newspaper in Athens County, Ohio, reported
about 1900 that "Mattie Rathburn , while
feeding the hogs Wednesday , was attacked by about a dozen rats. She managed to get on the roof of the house after
being bitten several times." Mattie (Martha Ann) , then about 16, was the daughter of John RandaW Rathburn (Ruel 6
David 5 Edmund 4 John 3 -2 - 1) . Our thanks
to her grandson , Haybron Adams.

Past Issues
Still Available
All issues, 1981-1988 ...... $125
All issues, 1981 .. .. .. .... .. . 22
All issues, 1982 . .. .. .. .. .. .. 20
All issues, 1983 .. . .. .. .. .. .. 15
All issues, 1984 .. . .. . .. .. .. . 15
All issues, 1985 .. .. . .. .. .. .. 15
All issues, 1986 .. . .. .. . .. . .. 15
All issues, 1987 .. .. .. .. .. .. . 15
All issues, 1988 .. . . . .. .. . . . . 15
Single copies of any 1983-1988 issue are $4 each. Earlier single issues
(some available only in xerox) range
from $2 to $5, depending on our supply. Write if interested.

R.I. Reunion to Feature
History Tours and Clambake
ith this issue, you will find registration forms for our fourth
national family reun ion , to be
held September 11-15 in Rhode Island.
We have planned five days of interesting and fun-filled events, beginning with
a get-acquainted party on the evening of
Monday, Sept. 11, in our reunion headquarters - the Dutch Inn Motel , at Point
Judith , overlooking Block Island Sound
and the Atlantic Ocean .
Here is how the rest of the agenda is
shaping up:
On Tuesday, Sept. 12, we will take a
day-long trip to five historic sites, as
follows :
The picturesque village of Wickford ,
on Narragansett Bay, with charm ing
homes dating back to the 1700s, including several with Rathbun connections.
The nearby Smith's Castle, a large
home built in the late 1600s by Richard
Smith Sr. , which is one of Rhode
Island's oldest buildings. John Rathbun
Jr. and Ann Dodge were probably married there in 1686 by Richard Smith Jr.
The restored waterfront area of Newport, where we will be on our own several hours, for lunch and a chance to
explore the shops and dockside area.
Old Fort Adams , on Narragansett Bay
near Newport, where we will be able to
board the sloop Providence, an exact
replica of the first ship commanded by
Captain John Peck Rathbun during the
Revolutionary War. To add to the atmosphere, Col. Robert Allan Greene, one
of our members, will head a squad of
R.1. militiamen dressed in Revolutionary
War uniforms.
The final stop of the day will be Hammersmith Farm, the oldest working farm
in Rhode Island , which our ancestor,
John Rathbun , leased from William
Brenton in the 1670s. Brenton , one of
the wealthiest Rhode Islanders of his
day, built a mansion there about 1640,
which was known as the "House of Four
Chimneys," making it an exceptionally
large home for that era. It was also one
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of the area's first brick houses, made of
bricks which had been shipped from
Boston.
The mansion was situated on 1,100
acres of land which Brenton had received as a grant from King Char-Ies I,
and named Hammersmith for Brenton's
birthplace in England .
John and Margaret Rathbun , and
their children , apparently lived there for
several years, running the farm and
tending Brenton's large herds of sheep
and cattle. Their youngest son , Samuel ,
whose birth was recorded in Newport,
may have been born at Hammersmith in
1672.
When Brenton died in 1674 at Taunton, Mass. , the inventory of his estate
listed "two farms at Hammersmith now
in the possession of John Rathbun , with
houses etc." valued at 2,600 pounds,
including hundreds of sheep and cattle.
Hammersmith was the most valuable
property in Brenton's holdings, which
were valued at nearly 11 ,000 pounds
(making him a millionaire by today's
standards).
The "House of Four Chimneys" was
destroyed by fire early in the 1700s, and
was replaced about 1720 by an even
larger home known as "The Castle" by
one of Brenton 's nephews, who inherited Hammersmith. It too disappeared , and was replaced by another.
Succeeding generations sold off parts
of the farm , and in 1887 the last 97 acres
were purchased by the Auchincloss
family. A 28-room "cottage" was erected
on the site of the older houses, and
became the Auchincloss summer home
for nearly a century. The grounds were
elaborately landscaped , requiring a
permanent crew of 30 gardeners. The
property was also maintained as a working farm , which it still is.
Hugh Auchincloss, last of the family to
own Hammersmith, became the stepfather of Jacqueline Bouvier, who married John F. Kennedy in 1953. Their
wedding reception was held at Hammersmith, which became their Newport

"Summer White House" during Kennedy's years as president. The property
is now owned by a corporation, and has
been open to the public since 1978.
We will have several hours to explore
the property, go through the mansion,
and enjoy the magnificent view of Narragansett Bay - the same view our
ancestors enjoyed three centuries ago!
We will return by early evening to the
Dutch Inn in time for dinner and an evening of fellowship and conversation. A
large area will be set aside each night for
this purpose.
On Wednesday morn ing , we will
board an ocean ferry just across from
the inn to make the hour-long trip to
Block Island, where we will spend the
day. We plan to rent a bus for tours of the
island , including stops at Settlers' Rock,
Mohegan Bluffs and the old town cemetery, where our association erected a
monument in 1983 to John and Margaret Rathbun.
We will be back at the Dutch Inn again
in time for dinner and another evening of
conversation and relaxation.
On Thursday, we will have our traditional "Family Heirloom Display." All
members attending are urged to bring
their family treasures to share with their
cousins - pictures , bibles , papers ,
small antiques, etc.
After lunch, the afternoon will be free
for exploring the Point Judith waterfront,
with its docks, stores and fish markets.
In the evening , we will gather for an
old-fashioned New England Clambake,
complete with lobster, clams, sausage,
chickens , corn etc. , cooked in authentic
Yankee style in a pit with heated rocks
and seaweed.
The clambake will take the place of
the formal dinner-programs held at past
reunions . It will also mark the official end
of the reunion, but some members may
choose to remain at the inn for another
day or two.
Make your plans now to join us in
September!
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Lucius Rathbun Leaves Wife
to Start New Life 'Out West'
OSt of our stories on early family
members have been about
men and women who were
wealthy and famous, or infamous. They
were the exceptions. The great majority
of our early cousins were ordinary hardworking people who lived out their lives
in relative obscurity. This is the story of
one of them - Lucius Rathbun, who
emerges from the pages of history as a
dynamic and forceful man, who may not
have had an impact on history, but who
surely made an impact on those who
knew him.

M

Lucius Rathbun was born April 27,
1800, in Tyringham, Mass., the son of
Jonathan 5 Rathbun (Jonathan 4
John 3 -2 -1 ) and Elizabeth Clark.
The family moved to Avon, N.Y.,
when Lucius was a boy, and there he
spent his childhood days, working on
the family farm in summer and attending
a little one-room schoolhouse in winter.
He had a quick mind and was a good
student. Descendants said that he wrote
poetry and loved to sing.
In the depression of 1819, the family
fell upon hard times, and in Feb. 1820,
Jonathan Rathbun's farm was sold at
public auction to pay his debts. It was a
humiliating and frightening experience
that Lucius never forgot.
Later that year, Jonathan sold the last
50 acres that he owned, and the family
headed west for Ohio. They settled in
Sandusky County, where Jonathan built
a log cabin home at what was then
called Hammer's Corners, just west of
the present-day village of Clyde, in
Green Creek Township.
Jonathan became active in local affairs, and was a candidate for supervisor
at the first township election in 1822. He
served as juryman and fence viewer,
and worked hard to clear his farmland .
However, the financial problems, the
move west, and the hardships of frontier
life took their toll. Jonathan died in the
summer of 1824, aged about 62, while
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working in the fields . His wife went back
East to live with relatives in New York.
Lucius, several years before, had
moved to Newburg, Ohio, near Cleveland, where a number of cousins were
living. While there, he met and married,
in 1821, Rhoda Gillett, and returned with
her to Sandusky County.

Lucius Rathbun
(1800-1875)

There they lived for the next 20 years,
on a farm of 120 acres. He became a
successful farmer , specializing in
horses, some of which he bred for racing. His wife gave birth to 11 children,
including two sets of twins. Two of the
sons died while young boys, and one
twin daughter died soon after birth. The
other eight grew to maturity.
Lucius gained a reputation as a bold
and forthright man. The following story
about him is related in Cooley's 1898
Rathbone Genealogy:
"The country was sparsely settled .
The Indians, the Senecas and Wyandottes, roamed through the woods at will.
With many of them, Lucius used to hunt,
and became firm friends . They both
loved and feared him . An incident is

related by Lucius ' wife, where he administered a lesson the Indians did not
forget.
"It seems a drunken Indian called at
the house of Lucius when he was absent
in the field . He wanted whiskey, the wife
refused to let him have any, and he at
once became abusive. She went to the
door and called her husband, and as he
reached the bars (gate?) , the Indian met
him.
"Lucius had an ax helm (handle) in his
hand, which he brought down heavily on
the Indian's head, laying him quivering
on the ground. On his recovery, he was
ordered off, which he did.
"The next day, he came back with a
basket and wanted some peaches, saying, 'Me Bad Isaac yesterday, today I am
Good Isaac.' They filled his basket and
he left.
"That fall or winter, Lucius had been
four miles to a sawmill wnh saw logs.
Returning home by the Indian trail, a
cousin of Good Isaac and another Indian stepped into the path in front of him,
tomahawks an.d scalping knives drawn .
"Lucius, with his ax on his shoulder,
brought it up with a swing and made for
them. They turned and fled , and after
that he was never molested. The Indians admired and feared a brave man."
Lucius joined the local militia, and with
his love of horses, became captain of a
cavalry company. In the early 1830s, the
Federal Government began forcing all
Indians westward across the Mississippi. Some tribes resisted , and Lucius' cavalry troop was sent to Michigan
to help put down an Indian uprising and
drive the natives out of the territory.
Lucius returned home, greatly impressed with Michigan.
About 1841 , Lucius ' life suddenly
changed. One descendant said that he
had suffered adversity, and became
"disappointed and discouraged. "
Maybe, at 41 , he was simply the victim
of early "middle-age blues," or maybe it
was because he had fallen in love -

with the family's 28-year-old housemaid, Sarah Glick.
At any rate, Rhoda and the children
returned from church one spring morning , and found that Lucius was gone. So
was the maid , Sarah , along with $700
cash, the family's best team and wagon ,
some of the household furniture, a plow,
and several cows. Rhoda was left with
the farm , the house, most of the furniture, all the rest of the livestock - and
the eight children - ranging in age from
17 -year-old twin boys to a six-month
daughter!
Lucius and Sarah had joined his sister, Eliza Milliken , and her family, in a
wagon-train drive to Wisconsin , where
their oldest brother, Clark Rathbun, had
settled . Their trip was halted in southern
Michigan, when one of the Milliken children fell from the wagon and broke a leg.
Unwilling to continue the trip with her
injured son , Eliza persuaded her husband and brother to stay where they
were, at least temporarily. near the town
of Edwardsburg in Cass County. They
rented a house and enough land for a
spring garden.
Lucius did not need much persuading . He already liked Michigan , from his
earlier military service there, and he
soon decided to stay permanently. He
bought a 160-acre farm four miles south
of Cassopolis, the country seat, and
built a log-cabin home with a large
fireplace .
The two horses he had brought with
him from Ohio were described as the
"finest span of horses in Michigan" at the
time. A matched black pair, named Trim
and Prairie, they were known for miles
around for their size , strength and
obedience.
For two years, Lucius used the horses
in a teamster business, carrying produce for neighboring farmers to a trading post at St. Joseph , where he exchanged the farm goods for merchandise. He also hauled freight to
Detroit and Chicago.
"He was strong and hardy," one of his
daughters recalled , "and he believed
that what was worth doing at all was
worth doing well. "
In the fall of 1843, his younger
brother, Martin , moved from Ohio and
purchased a farm next to Lucius. The
two brothers joined forces , and purchased a steel plow (then a rare item)
and several yoke of oxen .

Lucius Rathbun and his second wife, Sarah Glick, pictured probably about 1870.

They offered their services in clearing
land, and traveled throughout the area
with their oxen and plow. They often
used up to eight oxen at a time to pull the
heavy plow through rugged tracts of
virgin soil , still covered with underbrush .
It sometimes took both brothers, and
even other men , to keep the plow in
place.
It was such back-breaking work, the
brothers soon gave it up, and turned
their attention to their own properties.
Lucius built a large new home and spacious barns, and began adding to his land
holdings. He eventually owned more
than 500 acres, and was considered
one of the county's most prosperous
farmers .
Lucius was an ardent abolitionist,
strongly opposed to Negro slavery, and
he welcomed the outbreak of the Civil
War.
"I am too old to join the Army, " he told
his family, "but I can raise potatoes,
wheat and pork for the soldiers."
He followed the war's progress intently, driving his team every day 10 miles to
the nearest railroad town to buy a daily
newspaper.
Lucius and Sarah had seven children
betwen 1842 and 1853, two of whom
died young . He insisted that the youngsters have a good education , and since
there were no schools in the area, he set
up a classroom in his house and hired a
teacher. Neighbors' children were in-

vited to attend the classes without
charge.
Lucius apparently had one major
character flaw - a quick and ungovernable temper. Also , according to a
daughter, "he did not suffer fools !"
One day in the spring of 1865, the
family was in church and the minister
was well into his sermon , when the
church bells began to ring. Moments
later, the sexton ran into the church
shouting , "Hip, Hip Hurrah. Lincoln's
been shot!"
Lucius, a strong supporter of President Lincoln, leaped up in a sudden
rage , knocked the sexton to the floor,
and seized him by the neck, throttling
him with his large, powerful hands.
Ignoring shouts from the the onlookers, Lucius would have killed the
man had not a deacon broken a chair
over Rathbun 's head and shoulders.
Only then did he release his grip.
In 1867, nearly 68 years old, Lucius
decided to give up farming. He bought a
home in the nearby city of Niles, and
moved his family there, turning the farm
over to hired hands.
Four years later, dissatisfied with the
way the farm was being run , he fired the
employees and moved his family back
to the farm . He died there four years
later, on July 2, 1875, three months after

(continued on page 26)
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Colonel John Rathbone Hung
for Plotting Treason in 1666
robably the most notorious person of our name in English history was Colonel John Rathbone, who was executed for treason in
1666. Some early genealogists claimed
that one of his younger brothers was the
founder of the American branch of our
family, but this story has no basis in fact.
Colonel Rathbone was probably a very
distant cousin of our English ancestors.
The full story of Colonel John Rathbone
has never before been told . The following summary of his life is based on
your editor's research over several
years in old English records.

P

John Rathbone was born in Cheshire
County's Wirral Peninsula, west of the
city of Chester, and not far from the little
Lancashire village of Ditton, where our
immigrant ancestors were born .
He was born either in 1595, son of
Thomas Rathbone, or, more likely, in
1602, son of John Rathbone. The few
surviving records of the day make it
difficult to determine his exact ancestry.
In either case, he was descended from a
long line of Rathbones who had owned
substantial estates in the area for several centuries.
On January 24, 1623, he was married
to Katherine Hulme in the parish church
at Neston, near Irby, where he later
made his home. We know nothing of his
life for the next 18 years, but he presumably settled down to the quiet life of
an English gentleman of the upper
middle class. There is no record of any
children being born to John and Katherine, but we know from later evidence
that they had at least one son, Stephen,
born about 1625.
The 1630s were a time of turmoil in
England. Under Charles I, who became
king in 1625, the country was almost
constantly involved in wars with France
and/or Spain . Charles fought bitterly
with Parliament over funding for his foreign interventions, and finally dissolved
Parliament in 1629 when it refused to
cooperate with him.
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No picture of Colonel John Rathbone is
known to exist. He probably looked
somewhat like this well-dressed English
squire of the middle 1600s.

To supply his armies and pay his soldiers, Charles resorted to heavy taxes
and fines on the property-owning middle
class, stirring widespread resentment.
In 1640, the king reconvened Parliament and demanded funds for an invasion of Scotland. When Parliament
refused, the stage was set for a deadly
dispute which was to end in civil war.
The country quickly divided into two
camps - the Royalists, or Cavaliers,
who supported the king, and the Parliamentarians, who were derisively
called Roundheads, because many of
them had close-cropped hair. (The

masses, which included our ancestors
in Ditton, seldom took sides. They had
little to win or lose, no matter who came
out on top.)
John Rathbone of Irby was an ardent
and active Parliamentarian. His signature was one of the first on a "Protestation" in favor of Parliament signed
in 1641 by "substantial men" in the Irby
area. Another signer was William Rathbone, either a brother or cousin of John.
John Rathbone also signed a petition
to the House of Commons, objecting to
any changes "in the present government of our church." He was an avowed
Puritan, who was strongly opposed to
any possible return of Roman Catholicism .
The Parliament, seeking to block any
drastic action by the king, began raising
its own army, and in August, 1642,
Charles declared war on the Parliamentary forces, whom he considered
rebels. John Rathbone soon did more
than sign petitions - he organized a
troop of infantry in his parish, and became its captain, serving in a regiment
headed by William Brereton , a Baronet,
who had represented the Wirral area in
Parliament.
On July 18, 1644, Brereton's Regiment, including Captain Rathbone's
company, engaged in a clash with the
king 's forces at the town of Nantwich, in
Cheshire.
By this time, Rathbone was recognized by the Royal government as a
dangerous rebel. In 1644, the king 's
attorney issued formal indictments on
charges of treason against leaders of
the Parliamentary forces. Among those
indicted in Cheshire County were
Colonel Brereton and "John Rathbone,
late of Irby, gentleman ."
A similar indictment was probably
issued about this time against a prominent rebel in Cambridge, on the other
side of England. His name was Oliver
Cromwell, and he was to emerge from
the coming war as the nation's leader.

Captain John Rathbone was actively
engaged in battle during the next two
years. His company was listed among
the Cheshire units at the siege of
Chester, which began in September
1645 and ended in February 1646,
when the king 's forces surrendered the
city.
By the end of 1646, the "rebels" had
won the war. King Charles surrendered,
and was turned over to the Parliamentary Army, headed by Cromwell,
who was by then its undisputed leader.
With the end of hostilities, Cromwell
and his advisors set about to reorganize
the government, possibly hoping to retain the king as a figurehead. But he
soon ran into problems. Charles did not
plan to be a figurehead. He escaped
from the Army in 1647, and made a
secret treaty with the Scots to help him
regain his throne. A Scottish Army invaded England from the North.
Cromwell's troops soon defeated the
Scots, and recaptured the king . But
Cromwell realized that the king would
remain a constant threat as long as he
lived. In 1648, a court of 67 judges appointed by Parliament found Charles
guilty of waging "cruel and bloody wars,"
and sentenced him to death. On January 30, 1649, Charles was beheaded.
The monarchy was abolished , England was declared a Commonwealth ,
and Cromwell was named its first Lord
Protector in 1653.
John Rathbone remained in the Army,
and probably participated during the
next few years in some of the battles
waged by Cromwell against Ireland,
Scotland, Holland , Sweden, Denmark
and Spain .
We get a glimpse of Rathbone's personal life in a July 1648 petition by his
wife, Katherine, to a Cheshire County
court.
Katherine, described as "wife of Captain John Rathbone," told the court that
her husband had been away from home
for over a year, leaving his son Stephen
in charge of the family estate.
Stephen , she charged , "contrary to
his father's order, doth refuse to allow
his mother any maintenance, forcing her
to live upon charity and benevolence."
The court ordered Stephen to "make
immediate amends," and then both he
and his mother disappear from known
records.

John Rathbone , meanwhile , advanced rapidly in Cromwell's Army.
Cromwell had adopted the then rare
policy of promotions on the basis of
merit rather than family connections.
Rathbone was a lieutenant-colonel by
1650, and a full colonel by 1652.
In 1650, Parliament granted him permission to raise money for an infantry
regiment under his command to serve in
Ireland. He was also active in efforts to
collect money from estates which had
been seized from supporters of King
Charles. Many of them tried to conceal
their wealth , and persons "discovering"
such hidden assets were entitled to 20
percent of their value.
In 1651, Rathbone was awarded 200
pounds for "discovering" 1,000 pounds
hidden by the Earl of Rivers. He was
granted 133 pounds from the estate of
Lord Windsor.
The last known reference to Rathbone's army career is found in 1657,
when the "Barbers, Surgeons, Wax and
Tallow Workers ' Guild" in the city of
Colonel John Rathbone planned a
bold strike to seize control of the
government.

Chester complained that its "guild
colors" were missing, and were "suspected to be in Colonel Rathbone 's
possession ."
It is likely that Rathbone was then
serving as commander or one of the top
officers in the Army garrison at Chester.
He was then about 60 years old , and
little suspecting what the future held for
him.
Oliver Cromwell died on September
3, 1658, and was succeeded as Lord
Protector by his son , Richard . The
younger Cromwell proved too weak for
the job, and was forced to resign less
than a year later.
The Army took over the government,
inaugurating a year of turmoil and confusion, as variol,Js generals and factions
fought for control.
The floundering government collapsed in 1660, and the frustrated Army
generals asked King Charles' son to
return to the throne. The monarchy was
restored , and Charles II became king on
May 8, 1660. England's experiment with
democracy had failed .

Charles II proclaimed a general amnesty for most of Cromwell'S soldiers,
but those who had played a direct role in
his father's death were arrested, convicted of regicide, and were hung. Cromwell's body was dug from his grave, and
also placed on the gallows. A few of the
"Regicides" managed to escape. General Edmund Ludlow fleo to Switzerland ,
from where he maintained contact with
many of his former associates in England., hoping somehow to restore the
Commonwealth.
Nothing is known of John Rathbone
during the next few years, but after leaving the Army, he obviously joined the
underground network of former Cromwell officers who were plotting to overthrow the king.
During the early 1660s, dozens of
plots - some real , some imagined were uncovered . The king , mindful of
what had happened to his father ,
cracked down quickly and brutally. Suspects were arrested by the hundreds,
and few escaped the gallows. Some
were hung merely for criticizing the king
in public , or printing disrespectful
pamphlets. All private printing presses
were banned.
Knowing how easy it was to hide in the
crowded city of London , the king ordered all former Army officers to leave
the city, and not return closer than 20
miles.
Despite the crackdown , and the great
risk they faced , Rathbone and other unrepentant rebels continued their work.
His role in the underground will never be
known , but as a former colonel , Rathbone was probably in the top leadership.
The dissidents were reportedly directed by a "secret committee of about
60 officers of Cromwell 's Army, who met
weekly in London and styled themselves the Chief Council of the Nation,"
according to an early historian . Rathbone was likely a member of the council ,
based on his later activities.
In 1665, probably with the backing
and financial support of the "secret
committee," Rathbone planned a bold
strike to seize control of the government. His associates, all probably exArmy officers, were William Sanders,
Henry Tucker, Thomas Flint, Thomas
Evans, John Miles , William Westcott
and John Cole.
(continued on page 24)
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Colonel
(continued from page 23)

They drafted a plan to set major fires
in various parts of the city, and under
cover of the resulting confusion, they
would lead a group of men over the moat
and walls surrounding the Tower of London. They would kill or capture the top
officials, and call for a general division of
all the king's vast estates, giving land to
everyone. This, they hoped, would bring
them broad support throughout the city,
and eventually, the whole country. The
date of the attack was set for September
3, 1665, the seventh anniversary of
Cromwell 's death, and the anniversary
of two of his most famous victories.
The plan might have worked, but we
will never know. There were "leaks" in
those days as well as now . Word
reached authorities of the plan. Within
hours, Rathbone and his fellowconspirators were arrested, and imprisoned in the Tower of London.
They were tried in the Old Bailey on
charges of high treason, and sentenced
to death. No simple hanging would suffice for their crime. Rathbone's sentence was probably as follows (based
on similar sentences of the day for
treason):
"You are to be drawn on a hurdle to
the place of execution and there you
shall be hanged by the neck; and being
still alive shall be cut down, your privy
members to be cut off, your entrails to be
taken out of your body and you, still
living, the same to be burned before
your eyes, and your head to be cut off,
your body divided into four parts, and
your head and quarters to be disposed
of at the pleasure of the King. "
(This harsh sentence was the origin of
the famous phrase, hung , drawn and
quartered.)
The heads of convicted traitors, and
sometimes their other body parts, were
usually displayed on poles at London
Bridge and other prominent places as a
warning to other WOUld-be plotters.
The execution of Rathbone , and
probably some of the others, took place
on April 26, 1666, at a place called Tyburn, near the present-day Marble Arch
in London. A gallows had existed there
for many years, and tens of thousands
of convicts had died there. The most
famous of the executioners was Jack
(continued on page 26)
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Contemporary engravings of a Seventeenth Century execution, similar to that of
Colonel John Rathbone. In the upper picture, the condemned man is being drawn on a
"hurdle" to Tyburn. In the center picture, he has been hung on the gallows. At bottom, he
has been beheaded, his abdomen ripped open, and his heart is about to be thrown into
the flames.

Old Block Island Records
Reveal Problems of 1600s
n our last issue, we told some interesting stories about our early ancestors from Book One of the Block
Island Town Records. Following are
some more items from the old records
which shed some light on other pioneer~
of the island, and give us some idea of
their lives and personalities, and the
problems they faced .

I

John Acres, brother of John Rathbun's wife, Margaret, seems to have
been held in low regard by his fellow
islanders. Although he lived on Block
Island for nearly 30 years prior to his
death in 1698, he was never elected to
any public office, not even such minor
positions as fence viewer or highway
overseer.
The Book One records indicate that
Acres was often in debt and may have
had a drinking problem . In 1684, he was
cited for failure to pay 30 shillings in
taxes. In 1687, he was listed as in debt
three pounds, ten shillings, to the estate
of John Williams. In 1686, he was sued
by William Hancock, a bar owner, for "a
considerable debt" which he had refused to pay.
In January 1687, Acres showed up
drunk at a town meeting, and engaged
in "much abuse and unseemly discourse." The town officers ordered him
put into the stocks, but his son-in-law,
Daniel Tosh , offered to pay a fine
instead .
Acres continued his loud and drunken
behavior, and was finally put into the
stocks, the officials "finding no other
way" to preserve the peace.
Tristram Dodge, another early settler
and founder of the prolific Block Island
Dodge family, was the central figure in
one of the island's major 17th Century
scandals.
In December 1681 , Nathaniel Briggs,
31, a tenant farmer, was arrested for
stealing sheep, and was taken before
the town wardens , to whom he confessed his guilt.

The wardens demanded that he
name his "confederates in such evil proceedings ," and Briggs told them that his
wife, Barbara, had helped him. Barbara,
brought before the court, admitted that
she had been involved, but the wardens
seemed to doubt her story.
Nathaniel Briggs was brought back
before the court, and under further questioning , he broke down and told the
wardens that his accomplice had been
Tristram Dodge Sr., then in his middle
sixties.
Dodge, a former member of the town
council , was related by marriage to
Briggs. His daughter, Amy Dodge, was
the widow of Nathaniel Briggs' brother
Daniel. Tristam Dodge was either the
father or father-in-law of Ann Dodge,
who a few years later married John
Rathbun Jr.
The wardens, apparently still suspicious, asked Briggs if any other members of the Dodge family had been involved in the sheep stealing.
"I dare not accuse any of them for my
life," Briggs exclaimed.
Under more intense questioning, he
broke down and told the whole story.
Tristam 's sons, Israel, about 33, and
Thomas, about 23, had also helped in
the thievery, which had been going on
for more than a year.
In one case, he said, Israel and Thomas Dodge had helped him "catch a
sheep in the hay yard and dressed it in
the calf house." In another instance
Tristram Dodge had helped him steal ~
sheep and then stood guard as Briggs
killed it.
Asked why he had named his wife as
an accomplice, Briggs explained that it
had been Tristram Dodge's idea.
Dodge had visited him a few days
earlier, Briggs said , and warned him , "I
came a purpose to speak with you .
There is a sheepskin found and they are
going to search your house."
Briggs panicked. "I am undone," he
told Dodge. "What shall I do?"

"Well ," said Dodge, "We shall do well
enough."
"But they will ask me who helped . . .
and I must tell them that it was you. "
"No! " exclaimed Dodge . "By no
means open your mouth about me. Say
that your wife helped you ."
A few days later, Briggs said, Dodge
returned with a bottle of rum , telling
Briggs, "Cousin, I came a purpose to
make you drink."
Dodge apparently hoped that the rum
would bolster Briggs' courage for his
hearing before the wardens.
After hearing Briggs' full confession,
the wardens resummoned his wife, Barbara, who tearfully admitted that she
had lied.
"I did not help my husband . . . I confessed that I had, but it was a lie," she
told the court.
Word of the growing scandal spread
throughout the island. When the wardens arrrested Dodge and brought him to
trial, most of the islanders came to
watch , overflowing the two-story stone
house of James Sands, the head warden. The old records relate:
''Tristram Dodge Sr . . .. at first denied
of any1hing that was demanded of him
.. . " and charged that "Briggs has
wronged me. It is false what he reports
of me and if I have done any1hing that is
amiss, the Lord pardon me for it."
The court continued to press him,
however, and Dodge finally admitted
that he had helped Briggs steal sheep
and that he had given Briggs rum to
drink before the trial. He also "ingeniously owned" that he had once "carried
a sheep away on his back (but) he did
not know the mark on it, and did not
know but what it was his own ."
(In those days , all the islanders '
sheep were "marked" with various cuts
on their ears, each owner having a specific mark which was on file with the town
clerk.)
(continued on page 26)
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(continued from page 25)
Asked why he had first lied about his
guilt, Dodge replied, "I am shallow of
memory, but I shall declare more as it
comes to mind ."
Unfortunately, there is nothing more
in the town records to tell us what punishment, if any, was ordered for the
Dodges and for Briggs.
Sixteen year later, for example, Consider Tiffany was charged with stealing
sheep and was ordered to stand trial in
Newport, or be expelled from the island .
Tiffany was not just an ordinary citizen ;
he was the stepson of Simon Ray, then
head warden .
The raising of sheep for wool and
meat was one of the island's major industries, and sheep stealing was considered a major crime, much as horsestealing came to be in the American
West 150 years later.
Tristram Dodge and his son Thomas
both died within a year or two after the
incident. Nathaniel Briggs and Israel
Dodge both left the island within a few
years. The later Block Island Dodges
descend from Tristram 's other three
sons.
Members of the Billington family also
appear to have been trouble-makers on
the island. Joseph Billington was often
in debt, and on one occasion was ordered to go to work or leave the island .
His wife Grace was charged in 1676 with
stealing a coat, and again in 1680 was
accused of stealing corn . She was sentenced to pay a nine-shilling fine or be
given nine lashes at the whipping post.
In 1679, Billington was accused by
Samuel Hollman of attacking him in "an
envious, murderous nature" after an argument over a five-pound debt. Hollman
charged that Billington "struck me several times, drawing blood." Billington responded by suing Hollman for slander,
"not having the fear of God before his
eyes." The Billingtons left the island a
few years later.
Hollman was involved in an earlier
dispute. He was charged in 1678 with
going into the home of Amy Helling and
trying to force her "to have a merry meeting with him about eight o'clock in the
morning ." (A "merry meeting" seems to
have been a sexual encounter, in the
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stilted language of that day.) Amy said
Hollman "would have thrown her down
and torn her waistcoat and (made) reproachful and slanderous speeches that
cometh from a devilish, envyous spirit
and from a murderous kind of nature."
Hollman countered with a suit against
Amy and her husband Josiah Helling,
charging them with defamation "with a
lying tongue and false spirit against the
fear of God . . .to make (me) odious and
despised."
Unfortunately, the records do not give
the outcome of the dispute.

Lucius
(continued from page 21)
his 75th birthday. Sarah survived him by
16 years, dying on March 14, 1891.
A daughter, describing her father
years later, commented on his "indomitable will and never-yielding disposition."
"He was a great reader and was always posted upon the issues (of the
day). He was radical in his opinions
(and) advocated them with unfaltering
confidence."
Interestingly, Lucius ' "desertion" of
his first wife, Rhoda (who died in 1877),
and their eight children , did not seem to
leave hard feelings in the family. Two
children by his first wife - Vortimer and
Martin - spent at least some of their
childhood years with Lucius in Michigan .
Vortimer and Lucius Jr. moved permanently to Michigan and lived on farms
near their father.
(Information for this story on Lucius
Rathbun comes from Cooley's 1898
Rathbone Genealogy, from an article
written by his daughter, Caroline Higgins, in the May 1893 Rathbone Family
Historian, and from Caroline's grandson, Thomas Higgins, of Rhode Island.
Thanks to all of them, we have been
able to write a rare "warts and all" biography of Lucius, who was surely a most
interesting man . His 18 children had
some 60 known grandchildren, and today he has many descendants. Two of
them , LaVerne E . Rathbun , and
LaVerne's daughter, Melinda Connell,
both of Virginia, are members of our
Association) .

Colonel
(continued from page 24)
Ketch, official "hangman" from 1663 until 1686. It was he who carried out the
barbaric sentence on Colonel John
Rathbone.
It was reported that Rathbone and his
companions, just before their deaths,
defiantly predicted that their plan would
still be carried out. In a strange paradox
of history, they proved to be partly
correct.
Rathbone's plan had called for fires to
be ignited on the night of September 3.
On that very day, nearly six months after
Rathbone's death , occurred the Great
Fire of London, which leveled 430 acres
of the city, and destroyed more than
13,000 buildings. The fire started in a
baker's shop and raged for three days. It
was one of the worst fires in history.
The strange coincidence did not go
unnoticed in that superstitious age, and
Rathbone achieved at least temporary
notoriety.
"Rathbone's Plot," and Colonel John
Rathbone himself, were featured in a
1719 book, "The History of King-Killers ,
Containing the Lives of thirty Fanatick
Saints, famous for Treason, Rebellion ,
Etc., Published ... for the information of
True Christians and Sincere Lovers of
the Monarchy."
(Long titles were apparently the "in
thing" 250 years ago!)
The writer ended his story on Rathbqne : "Some of the traytors at their execution declared that their design would
yet take effect, as it did , for the Fire (of
London) began within three hours of the
time appointed. "
No one ever identified Rathbone's betrayer, but we do have a hint. An English
writer some years later wrote of Rathbone's Plot:
"There was a certain person named
Alexander, an old soldier in Cromwell's
troops, who is yet alive . .. (who) paid all
the rebels, assigned them their posts in
the city ... and was later pardoned. He
was not afraid to relate the whole story
to his friends over a cheerful glass."
Maybe Alexander was just an old soldier cadging some free drinks, or maybe
he was the one who "blew the whistle."
We will never know.

Genealogy: The Sixth
Generation in America
198. ALBERT 6 RATHBONE (Wait 5 -4
Joshua3 John 2 - 1), born in November
1796, in Middletown, vt. He was sent as
a boy to a private school and in 1812,
with the outbreak of war, wanted to join
the army_ In view of his age, not yet 16,
his father refused permission_ Albert
went to visit relatives in New Hampshire,
and while there, enlisted in the army,
lying about his age. He had a spectacular career during the war (see our
Historian of April 1987), and was discharged as a lieutenant in 1815. About a
year later, he went to South America,
joined rebel forces there, possibly under
the famous Simon Bolivar, and died a
short time later. He apparently never
married.
199. ALFRED T.6 RATHBUN (Wait5 -4
Joshua3 John 2- 1), born July 3, 1798, in
Middletown, Vt. , and moved with his
parents a few years later to nearby Tinmouth. He was apparently a rebellious
type, and was frequently in trouble. He
served as a quartermaster sergeant in
the militia in 1817, and then joined his
father in the foundry business at Tinmouth. He later went into business on
his own, selling his father's products. By
1816, he had opened his own foundry.
He was married May 10, 1819, to
Sophia Sargent, born Dec. 20, 1798,
daughter of Samuel and Matilda
(Southworth) Sargent, but their marriage proved a stormy one. In 1824, he
was arrested for failure to pay a debt,
and was imprisoned. He escaped, and
returned home, but in 1825 drove his
wife out of their house after an argument. Again arrested for unpaid debts,
he was once more put in jail, but released when his father posted bail. He
promptly defaulted on the bail, and left
town. Sophia filed for divorce in 1829,
charging "intolerable and abusive conduct." The divorce was granted in 1830,
and she was married three years later to
George Allen. He died in 1846, and she
married Ira Allen in 1848. Alfred Rath-

bun last appears in 1833 in Lee, Mass.,
where he and Susan Snow published
their intention to marry. She then called
off the engagement, and was married
two months later to Dennis C. Daly.
Alfred disappears from history at that
point. His descendants are still trying to
learn what finally happened to him .
Sophia died Oct. 18, 1876, at Middlebury, vt.
CHILDREN

WILLIAM SARGENT, born July 1,
1820; married Jane Marie Colburn.
SAMUEL, born about 1822; apparently died young.
HENRY, born about 1824; apparently
died young.
200. HENRy 6 RATHBONE (Wait 5 - 4
Joshua 3 John 2 - 1 ) , born August 16,
1809, at Tinmouth, Vt., and known as
Harry. He moved as a young man to
New York City, where he was a commission merchant in the tea business for
many years. On Dec. 13, 1843, he was
married in Castelton, Vt., to Caroline
Warner, born Dec. 17, 1822, daughter of
Almon and Mary (Conkey) Warner.
They lived in New York for some years,
and apparently were separated. He returned to Vermont, where he died Oct. 9,
1870, in Rutland . Caroline remained in
New York and died there on Feb. 16,
1879.
CHILD

HENRY WARNER, born July 25,
1844; married Mary Kline.
201. JOHN CASTELLI 6 RATHBONE
(William 5 Wait4 Joshua3 John2 - 1 ) , born
Oct. 10, 1818, in New York City. He was
known as Casso He moved with his parents as a boy to Bergen County, N.J. ,
where he was married June 30, 1839, to
Elizabeth Vanderbeek, born August 30,
1818, daughter of Abraham and Eleanor

(Ackerman) Vanderbeek. They moved
to Burning Springs, West Virginia (then
Virginia), where he had an active career.
We are planning a story on him. Elizabeth died Oct. 30, 1890, in Kansas
City, Mo. He died June 17, 1908, in
Leavenworth, Kansas.
CHILDREN

MARTHA M., born Sept. 26, 1840;
died in infancy.
ABRAHAM ,- born Sept. 22, 1841;
married Mary E. Stokely.
WILLIAM PALMER, born Aug . 17,
1844; married Eugenia Hopkins.
ELEANOR, born Oct. 10, 1847; died
Dec. 2, 1849.
JULIETTE, born Aug. 24, 1850; died
July 31, 1858.
ANNA, born April 3, 1853; died April
27, 1853.
MARIA, born July 29,1854; died Feb.
15, 1855.
FRANCIS WAIT, born Jan. 12, 1856;
married Areanna J. Hannan.
JOHN CASTELLI, born July 25, 1858;
married Eugenia Chandler.
JOHN PETER, born Dec. 14, 1860;
died April 2, 1862.
202. JOHN VALLEAU 6 RATHBONE
(William 5 Wait4 Joshua3 John 2 -1) , born
Jan . 4, 1821, in New York City. He was
known as Val. He moved with his parents to Bergen County, N.J., and was
married there in Paramus on Dec. 17,
1841, to Anna Maria Doremus, born
Sept. 10, 1823, daughter of John B. and
Margaret (Westervelt) Doremus. They
moved to Burning Springs, West Va.
(then Virginia), where he had a fascinating career. We are planning a story
on him and his brother. He died Jan. 11,
1897, in Parkersburg, West Va. She
died there August 9, 1897.

(continued on page 28)
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CHILDREN

(continued from page 27)
CHILDREN

MARTHA, born May 3,1842; married
John Post Ramsey.
DOREMUS, born June 9, 1844; died
March 26, 1865?
MARGARET WESTERVELT, born
May 16, 1847; married William B. Paden
on Dec. 1, 1863.
MARY ATKINSON, born August 1,
1849; died July 29, 1850.
FRANCIS VINTON, born July 18,
1851; married Mary E. Jackson.
JOHN VALLEAU, born Oct. 29, 1853;
married Jeanette Falconer.
PETER DOREMUS, born July 6 ,
1856; married Sally Braidon.
SOPHIA, born July 11 , 1859; married
(1) Leonard Poole, and (2) on June 5,
1883, Monroe Jackson .
CAMDEN, born May 30, 1862; married Bernice Blackford.
ANNA, born Dec. 13, 1864; died Feb.
25, 1865.
MARIA (twin), born Dec. 13, 1864;
died Feb. 28, 1865.
203. SAMUEL BROWN 6 RATHBONE
(William 5 Wait4 Joshua3 John2 -1 ) , born
Feb. 16, 1823, in New York City. He
went to sea about 1839 in the merchant
service. In 1841 , he was appointed a
midshipman in the U.S. Navy, served
several years, and then returned to the
merchant service . He was married
about 1845 to Amanda Burroughs, born
about 1829, daughter of Alex Burroughs, and they apparently moved to
Newtown, Mass., where she died Sept.
16, 1845, of typhoid. He was married on
Aug. 7, 1850, at Rockland, Me., to Mahala Jane Grant, born July 26, 1831,
daughter of John and Hannah (Lindsey)
Grant. They had a farm in Maine for
some years, but then moved to West
Virginia, where he operated a steamboat business. He served in the Navy
again during the Civil War with a captain's commission. Mahala died Oct. 20,
1882, while on a visit to Hillsdale, Ohio,
and on July 30, 1883, he was married in
Parkersburg, West Va. , to Caroline May
Smith , born Dec. 22, 1864, daughter of
John H. and Sarah (Bramford) Smith.
They lived in West Virginia, where he
died, at Parkersburg, on Aug . 28, 1905.
Caroline died Nov. 26, 1959, at Norfolk,

Va .
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By Mahala
JOHN ATKINSON , born Dec. 28 ,
1851; married (1) Ora Ferrill , and (2)
Carrie Reese.
MALVINA ELNORA, born Oct. 4,
1854; married Edward T. Lee on April
14, 1875.
MARY BROWN , born Sept. 30, 1857;
married Rev. Charles Owens.
SAMUEL BROWN , born Jan . 20,
1860; married Carrie Edmundson .
VALLEAU, born Sept. 3, 1862; married Christina Maple.
WILLIAM VINTON GRANT, born Jan .
19, 1865; married Etta McClung.
CASTELLI FRANCIS, born Jan. 5,
1867; married Jean M. Jamison .
ANNA MARIA DAISY, born July 18,
1869; married John H. Smith on Feb. 10,
1887.
VAN ALLEN DOREMUS, born Aug.
31, 1871 ; married Elizabeth Riddle.
By Caroline
HAROLD LANSING, born Sept. 18,
1886; married (1) Hazel Williams, and
(2) Lexie Hochstrasser.
GUY BROWN, born Oct. 18, 1888;
married Loraine Heaton.
MARGUERITE PEARL, born Feb. 27,
1891 ; died Sept. 22, 1891 .
EDWARD CLAYTON, born Aug. 25,
1892; married Bernice Bessey.
MARTHA MING VALLEAU, born July
3, 1896; married Eugene Wilson.

204. (?) JOHN 6 RATHBUN (Joh n 5
Joshua 4 Nathaniel 3 John 2 - 1 ), born
about 1805, place unknown . (His father,
John5 Rathbun, who married Louise
___ , did not appear in his proper
place in our genealogical listing, but we
have since determined his proper ancestry. See Vol. 4, No. 2, Page 27, and
Correction in Vol. 5, No.2, Page 21) .
John6 Rathbun was married Aug . 17,
1828 , in Middlesex, Washington
County, Vt., to Esther Bragley (or Pixley) . He is probably the John Rathbun
who died in April 1834 in North Bridgewater, Mass., aged 28. Nothing more is
known of Esther, who died "at an advanced age" according to their son, Ira,
in his Civil War pension application.

CHILDREN

HARVEY, born in 1829; married Hannah (Burns?).
FANNIE, born in March 1831 ; married
___ Dunbar.
IRA P., born August 28, 1832; married
(1) Prudence Wedge, and (2) Mary J.
Smith .
?MARY, born about 1833; alive in
1850; no further data.
?SAMUEL, born about 1834; married
Chastina Tyler.

205. NATHANIEL 6 RATHBUN
(Samuel 5 Nathaniel 4 -3 John 2- 1), born
about 1781, in West Greenwich, RI. He
moved with his parents as a boy to
Stockbridge, Mass. , and was married
there about 1800 to Lucy Hurlbut, born
in November 1780, daughter of Nathaniel and Sarah Hurlbut. He served in
the War of 1812 in the Mass. militia, and
died Oct. 15, 1825, at Stockbridge. Lucy
died there May 20, 1861.
CHILDREN

DAUGHTER, name unknown; born
about 1802; apparently died young.
CORNELIA, born about 1804; married Edward C. Brinton on May 27, 1826.
FREDERICK, born about 1808; married Harriet Brunson.
HANNAH R, born March 7, 1811 ;
married Benjamin Pilling on Sept. 15,
1842.
CHILD, name unknown; born about
1812; died May 18, 1815.
MARY, born about 1813; married G.
W. Hamilton.
NATHANIEL HURLBUT, born Jan.
13, 1815; married Henrietta Porter.
SARAH A., born about 1818; married
Alfred Rhodes.
WILLIAM, born about 1820; died July
18, 1824.

206. BENJAMIN6 RATHBUN (Samuel 5
Nathaniel 4-3 John 2- 1) , born about 1787,
at West Greenwich, RI. , and moved as
a boy with his parents to Stockbridge,
Mass., where he was married about
1811 to Mercy Carter, born August 24,
1786, daughter of Nathan and Mary Carter. They moved to Richford , Tioga
County, N.Y., where he enlisted in the

Army during the War of 1812. They apparently returned to Stockbridge for a
few years after the war, but went back to
New York. He was a teamster at Richford, and later Berkshire, one of the few
early settlers who owned his own team
of oxen. They moved to Michigan about
1834, settling in Livonia, near Detroit, in
Wayne County. Benjamin died there
Jan. 14, 1854, and Mercy died April 3,
1860.
CHILDREN

LUCINDA, born Dec. 28, 1814; died
March 14, 1817.
DAUGHTER, name unknown ; born in
Jan. 1817; died July 19, 1818.
WILLIAM HENRY, born about 1820;
married Mary Phillips.
FREDERICK, born about 1823; married Sarah Willett.
LUINDA, born about 1826; married
Harmon Nay on July 3, 1844.
ABRAHAM, born in March 1828; married Abigail O'Connor.
MINNIE, birthdate unknown ; died in
infancy.
207. JOSEPH 6 RATHBUN (Samuels
Nathaniel4 - 3 John 2 • 1) , born May 9, 1784
(or 1789?), in West Greenwich , R.I. , and
moved with his parents as a boy to
Stockbridge , Mass. He was married
there about 1811 to a wife whose name
is not known , and who died March 30,
1815, aged 30. He was married again
about 1818 to Elizabeth Hager, born
Oct. 7, 1784, daughter of Samuel Amos
and Anna Hager. They moved to Great
Barrington, Mass. , where he died Jan .
11 , 1868, and Elizabeth on July 30,
1872.
CHILDREN

All by Elizabeth
HANNAH E. , born about 1818; died
Dec. 10, 1836, aged 18. She was possibly the mother of an illegitimate daughter named Emily, who died Feb. 15,
1835, aged one year and eight months.
FRANCES JULIA, born about 1820;
married Elisha Collins on April 14, 1841 .
CHARLES HENRY, born May 24 ,
1823; married Corinth a Collins.
GEORGE D., born about 1825; married Electa Carpenter.
JOSEPH C., born in Oct. 1828; married Anna Martin.

HIRAM P., born about 1831 ; died April 14, 1845, aged 14.
208. SAMUEL6 RATHBUN (Samuels
Nathaniel 4 - 3 John 2 - 1 ) , born Jan . 25,
1793, in Lee or Stockbridge, Mass. He
served in the War of 1812, and was
married about 1813 to Elizabeth E. Carroll, born 'about 1795, daughter of
James and Wealthy Carroll. They apparently moved for a few years in the
1820s to Tioga County, N.Y., to join his
brother Benjamin , but returned to
Stockbridge where they spent the rest of
their lives. Elizabeth died there on Jan.
24, 1851 , and he died there July 26,
1865.
CHILDREN

ALVAH F., born March 1, 1814; married Bridget _ _ _
CHILD, name unknown, born in 1815;
died in 1817.
EUNICE , born in Oct. 1816; died
March 11 , 1817.
SIDNEY, born in 1818; died Feb. 15,
1820.
JAMES SIDNEY, born Feb. 26, 1819
(1820?) ; married Clarissa Simmons.
WILLIAM , born April 26, 1823; married Elizabeth Holt.
CHARLES, born July 19, 1825; married Abigail Carter.
NATHANIEL, born in Jan. 1828; married Ann E. Scully.
EUNICE ELIZA, born Sept. 20, 1833;
married (1) Gilbert King, and (2) Albert
F. Fellows.
209. NATHAN 6 RATHBUN (Amoss
Thomas 4 - 3 John 2 - 1 ) , born April 17,
1797, at Shaftsbury, Vt. , and moved
with his parents as a boy to Cazenovia,
N.Y. He was married there about 1818
to Polly Davis, birthdate and parentage
unknown . He moved as a young man to
Amity Township , Erie County, Pa.,
where he died in 1840. Nothing more is
known of Polly. She may have returned
to New York and could be the Mary
Clark Rathbun who is buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Chittenango, Madison
County, N.Y. (Clark a middle name, or
perhaps she was a widow when she
married Nathan?) Her grave stone reportedly states that she was born in
1798 and died in 1874, but 1874 is possibly a misreading for 1844, since she
does not appear in the 1850 census.

CHILDREN

MARY, born about 1819; married
Jeremiah Logans on April 17, 1839.
LYDIA JANE, born about 1821 ; married (1) John T. Peterson about 1839,
and (2) his brother Amos Peterson
about 1862.
210. AMOS 6 RATHBUN (AmosS Thomas 4-3 John 2- 1) , born August 2, 1800, at
Shaftsbury, Vt. , and moved with his parents as a boy to Cazenovia, N.Y. He was
married there on May 7, 1819, to Lydia
Davis, born Feb. 24, 1802, parentage
unknown , but her grandfather was supposedly Nathan Fosdick, born in Wales.
Amos and Lydia moved shortly after
their marriage to Wattsburg , Erie
County, Pa. , where he operated a cooper's shop. In later years, he was described as an itinerant doctor, specializing in the use of petroleum products as
medicine. He died Feb. 10, 1847, at
Wattsburg. Lydia died April 8, 1870, with
"inflamed lungs" (tuberculosis?) .
CHILDREN

WILLIAM P., born Feb. 8, 1821 ; married (1) Mary E. James; (2) Rebecca
(Connor) Bronston ; (3) Eliza (Cordell)
Wildenson, and (4) Frances (McClaflin)
Jaskett.
MARY SOPHRONA (OR SA BRINA?) , born July 16, 1822; married
Oliver E. Hayes on July 16, 1841 .
NATHAN, born Feb. 13, 1824; married Eunice White.
AMOS, born Dec. 1, 182~ ; married
Lucinda Kennedy.
MARTHA E., born Sept. 3, 1827; married Wells G. Briggs on Feb. 28, 1847.
JOHN ELLIOTT, born Oct. 3, 1829;
married Hannah Brown.
JAMES ANDERSON , born Aug. 4,
1832; married (1) Minerva Conant, and
(2) Frances Loveland.
HARRIET ELIZABETH , born Dec. 5,
1835; married Jeff Williams.
ALBERT ROUSE , born June 28 ,
1838; married Adeline C. White.
NANCY JANE, born Aug. 16, 1840;
married Nelson Colburn on Nov. 26,
1857.
NEWMAN WESLEY, born Dec. 14,
1842; died Nov. 28, 1844.
NORMAN C., born April 29 , 1846;
died Jan. 1, 1853.
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Births
BORN - Feb. 12, 1989, Timothy Lee
Duffey, son of Rev. Scott and Rebecca
(Rathbun) Duffey, of Glen Arm , Md. , and
grandson of Historian editor Frank 9
Rathbun (Franks Hugo ? Charles 6
Amos 5 -4 Joshua3 John 2 -' ).
BORN - March 19, 1989, Ronald
Richard Ramoz Jr., son of Ronald and
Charity (Rathbun) Ramoz of Woodhaven, Mich ., and grandson of Historian
editor Frank9 Rathbun (Franks Hugo?
Charles 6 Amos 5 -4 Joshua3 John 2-' ).
BORN - Dec. 31 , 1988, Caroline Rathbun McDonald , daughter of Peter and
Janet (Rathbun) McDonald , of Portland ,
Me., and granddaughter of our members Daniel and Betty Rathbun of Arlington, Va. Daniel is the son of GeorgeS
Rathbun (Daniel? Greene 6 - 5 Gideon 4
John 3 -2 -' ) .
BORN - Dec. 27, 1988, Steven Andrew Rathbun , son of Bruce and Karen
Rathbun of Omaha, Neb., and grandson
of our members Ralph and Frances
Rathbun of Murray, Neb. Ralph is the
son of Johns Rathbun (Cyrus? Daniel 6
William 5 Daniel 4 Joshua3 John 2 -').
BORN - Oct. 20, 1988, Allison Elizabeth Rathburn, daughter of John Eric
and Lisa Rathburn and granddaughter
of our member Ronald Lee Rathburn , of
Worthington , Ohio, who is the son of
William'o Rathbun (Grover 9 Williams
John? Amos 6 Jonathan 5 John 4 -' ) .

New Data
Eunice Greene , wife of Thomas 5
Rathbun (Simeon 4 Thomas 3 John 2 -') ,
was born June 10, 1779, daughter of
Christopher and Almy (Angel) Greene.
After Thomas' death in 1839, she married a Harding and later a Perkins.
(Found by your editor in Baker's 1896
History of Montville, Conn., Page 237) .
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In our October issue, we told how our ancestor John Rathbun had a violent confrontation with James Sands, another of the early settlers of Block Island. The story was
of special interest to our member R. Van Rathbun, of Kalamazoo, Mich. , whose friend
and neighbor is named James Sands. They are shown here (Van Rathbun at left)
shaking hands to show that the Rathbuns and Sandses are living in harmony after three
centuries. Van is the son of Raymond 10 Rathbun (Louie 9 JohnB Rowland 7 Acors 6
Joshua 5 -4 -3 John 2-1).

WANTED - Information on the an cestry of Deborah Taylor, who married
Edmund 5 Rathbone (Edmund 4
John 3 - 2 -'). She was born March 25,
1782, and died June 22/27, 1861 . Her
father's name was Isaac Taylor. Family
tradition says he was a cousin of General Zachary Taylor (1784-1850) ,
twelfth president of the United States,
who was born in Orange County, Va.
WANTED -Information on Helen (Pobanz) Rathburn , widow of Wellington
Rathburn who died in 1939, aged 47, in
Nebraska. Helen and their children Boyce, Lyman , Jeanette and Evelynleft the area. Where did they go? Are
they still living? Wellington was the son
of WilliamS Rathbun (Lyman? Daniel 6
William 5 Daniel 4 Joshua3 John 2 -' ) .

WANTED - Information on Charles
Day Rathbun , born in 1868, and his
sister, Mary, born in 1876, whose father
was Washington Day? Rathbun (Gamaliel6 Walter5 Thomas 4 -3 -2 John '), of
Sp rin g Valley, Minn . Who did they
marry; when and where did they die?

Vol. 9, No. 1 - The information on Elizabeth Rathbun, aged 80, who died in
1873 in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, was erroneously recorded in the county record
book index. Her death record shows that
she was actually Elizabeth Rathbun ,
first wife of Cornelius? Rathbun (Cornelius 6 Epaphroditus 5 Simeon 4
Benjamin 3 Joseph 2 John'). She died
March 1, 1873, aged 18 years. Our
thanks to Lauren Landis.

Obituaries
DIED - Feb. 18, 1989, at Fort Lauderdale, Fla., Elihu Irvin Rathbun , aged
81 , a member of our association . He
was the son of FrederickB Rathbun
(James 7 William 6 Samuel 5 Elijah 4 Samue1 3-2 John 1. Survivors include his wife,
Evelyn Anna (Nolan) Rathbun ; three
sons, William, Robert and David , and
several grandchildren .

DIED - Jan . 4 , 1989, at Branford ,
Conn. , Frederick Dexter Rathbun , aged
91. He was the son of Rowland 8 Rathbun (Rowland 7 Joshua6 Acors 5 Joshua 4-3 John 2 - 1). Survivors include his
wife, Elizabeth ; two sons and a daughter; several grandchildren and greatgrandchildren, and a sister, Nellie
Hooghkirk, a member of our association.

DIED - Feb. 23, at Tampa, Fla., Margaret Leversa "Peggy" Bivins, aged 62.
She was the daughter of Frank HugoB
Rathbun (Hug0 7 Charles 6 Amos 5 -4
Joshua3 John 2-1). She is survived by her
husband, James; two sons, David and
Michael ; four granddaughters, and a
brother, Frank H. Rathbun, editor of the
Historian.
DIED - Jan. 20, 1989, at Fort Pierre,
S.D., Chelsea Glenn Rathbun Jr., aged
75. He was the son of Chelsea 9 Rathbun
(Henry8 William 7 Gideon 6 Job5 Gideon4
John 3 - 2-1). Survivors include his daughter, Carol ; several grandchildren, and a
number of half-brothers and sisters. Mr.
Rathbun was a former mayor of Fort
Pierre and operated an auto dealership
there for many years.

DIED - Jan. 15, 1989, at Oregon City,
Ore., Cora H. Rathbun , aged 93. She
was the widow of Emmet9 Rathbun
(EmmetB James7 John 6 Robert 5 John4
Samuel 3 Thomas 2 John1) . She is survived by two sons, James and Richard ;
seven grandchildren , and six greatgrandchildren.

DIED - July 17, 1988, Jane L. Rathbone, of Bloomfield Hills, Mich., aged
96. She is survived by her husband ,
Richmond John "Jack" Rathbone, a
member of our Association , who is the
son of Richmond B Rathbone (Arthur7
Laurin 6 Daniel 5 -4 Joshua3 John 2-1).

DIED - Dec. 24 , 1988, at Green
Springs, Ohio, Irvin N. Rathbun , aged
89. He was the son of Edward9 Rathbun
(Norton B Saxton 7 Chaplin 6 Jonathan 5 -4
John3 -2- 1). He is survived by his wife,
Estelle Ann (Kuhlman) Rathbun ; two
daughters , Dolores Ann Warner and
Shirley Mae Liskovec; a grandson and
two great-granddaughters , and one
brother, Allen E. , Rathbun . He was a
veteran of World War I, and a wellknown poet in the Green Springs area.

DIED - Dec. 8, 1988, at Jacksonville,
Fla., Lillian Ruth (Rathbun) Beck, aged
77. She was the widow of Willie T. Beck
and the daughter of John Kramer 8
Rathbun (Hallet7 Thomas 6 - 5 John 4
Samuel 3 Thomas 2 John 1). Survivors include three sons and a daughter; three
brothers , John , Henry and William
Rathbun ; a half-brother, Emmanuel
Wheelis, and five sisters, Reba Reeves
and Annie Paulk, members of our association , and Dixie Fountain , Sally Morris
and Laugena (Jean) Troup.

DIED - Dec. 18, 1988, at Davenport,
Iowa, Edith M. (Farwell) Rathbun, aged
97. She was the widow of Robert W.B
Rathbun (FitzWilliam 7 Elihu 6 Solomon 5
Job 4 Joshua 3 John 2 - 1). Survivors include a daughter, Phyllis Miller, a member of our association ; a son John ;
seven grandchildren, and seven greatgrandchildren.

DIED - Sept. 14, 1988, in Wichita Falls,
Texas, Cleo Bell (Corking) James, aged
84. She was the widow of Elmer Jones,
who survives, and daughter of Martha
Lavinia Rathbun and Homer B. Corkins.
Martha was the daughter of Alvin Hart7
Rathbun (Edwin 6 George 5 Job4 Benjamin 3 Joseph2 John 1). She is also survived by a daughter, Martha Bell James.

DIED - Feb. 1, 1989, at Los Angeles,
Calif. , Ruth Mildred (Rathbun) Patek,
aged 86. She was the widow of Arthur
Patek and the adopted daughter of Nahum (or Nathaniel) Franklin7 Rathbun
(Updyke 6 T homas 5 John 4 Samuel 3
Thomas 2 John1).
DIED - July 28, 1988, at Boise, Idaho,
Calvin E. Wright, aged 79. He was the
son of Lee A. Wright and Ethel S. Rathbone, daughter of Edward 7 Rathbone
(Thomas 6 Jonathan 5 Coggeshall 4
Abraham 3 Samuel 2 John 1). Survivors
include a son and daughter, and numerous grandchildren. Mr. Wright was a
prominent figure in Idaho politics for
many years . A former teacher and
newspaperman, he was county auditor,
state auditor, Democratic candidate for
governor in 1950, and director of the
U.S . Internal Revenue Service from
1951 until 1973.

DIED - July 25, 1988, at Sutherland,
Ore., Albert E. Breault, aged 62. He was
the son of Armand J. Breault and Ethel
Mae 10 Rathbun (WaiterS WiliiamB John7
Robert 6 John 5 - 4 Samuel 3 Thomas 2
John1) . Survivors include his wife ,
Emma L.; three daughters, a son ; five
grandchildren , and three sisters.
DIED - Feb. 7, 1989, at Warwick, R.I. ,
William F. Midgley, aged 75. He was the
son of Joseph Midgley and Ada8 Rathbun (William 7 Robert 6 John 5 -4 Samuel3
Thomas 2 John1). The only survivor is a
sister, Barbara Chamberlin.

In our last issue, we reported (Page
12) that James Mortimer Rathbun
drowned in 1843 in Seneca Lake, N.Y. ,
when he was a student at Geneva College, which we said was now Cornell
University. Geneva College is now
Hobart University. Our thanks to Rhoda
Durkin.
In our January issue, we said that our
immigrant ancestor John Rathbun held
no political office after 1690. He did hold
one more post - he was Block Island's
deputy to the R.I. General Assembly in
1696.
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People
JILL DIANE RATHBURN and Donald
Croce were married Nov. 26, 1988, at
Laurel , Md. Jill is the daughter of
Ronald 11 Rathburn (William 1o Grove,s
William 8 John? Amos 6 Jonathan 5
John 4-1). Both she and her father are
members of our association.

ROBERT B. RATHBONE and Anna
Clara (Eastwood) Smith of Silver
Spring , Md ., were married Dec . 17,
1988, the second marriage for both .
Robert is the son of Ola WebsterB Rathbone (Harvey ? Ira 6 Edmund 5 - 4
John 3 - 2 - 1), and a member of our
association.

MARILYN RATHBUN of Bakersfield,
Calif., has been appointed to a four-year
term on a community board which operates a gymasium named in honor of her
late husband, Bryce C. Rathbun, who
died in 1986. Bryce helped put together
financing for the gym , and was on the
board when he died. Marilyn was named
to serve out his term, and has now been
reappointed in her own right. Bryce,
superintendent of the county's schools
for 28 years, was the son of John9 Rathbun (Virgil 8 Giles? James 6 Thomas 5
John4 Samuel 3 Thomas 2 John1).
HENRY T. RATHBUN and his wife
Sheila, had a narrow escape March 12,
when fire destroyed their home near
Middleburg, Va. They were in bed when
the fire broke out, and managed to climb
out of a second-story window. Damage
was estimated at $150,000. Henry, a
prominent Washington , D.C. , attorney,
is the son of Benjamin8 Rathbun (William? John6 - 5 Daniel 4 Joshua3 John 2 - 1).
STEVEN G. RATHBUN of Salt Lake
City, Utah, won the 1988 Utah Cup for
Hang Gliding, with a flight of 139 miles!
He is president of his local hang-gliders'
club, and has pursued the sport for
about eight years. He is the son of our
members Janet and Grove 11 Rathbun
(Grove 10-9 Heman 8 Nathaniel? Gideon 6
Paris5 Gideon 4 John 3 -2 -1).
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Our New Members
Corinne J. Benn
Massapequa, N.Y.

Jill Rathburn
Laurel, Maryland

Rose Mary Hirasawa
Lander, Wyoming

Paul Rathbun
Madison, Wise.

Beth R. Kiteley
Longmont, Colo.

Ronald L. Rathbum
Worthington, Ohio

Glenna Lang
Alameda, Calif.

Richard Rathbun
Boca Raton, Fla.

Ivan and Rosemarie McPherson
Millington, Mich.

Susan E. Rathbum
Washington, D.C.

Fred H_Rathbun
Branford, Conn.

Irene Shankula
Evanston, Wyo_

Gail Ann Rathbun
Berkeley, Calif.

William and Vera Smith
Gardendale, Texas

Gary John Rathbun
Coon Rapids, Minn.

Larry Trask
Dublin, Ohio

George L. Rathbun
Hope Valley, R.1.

Ruth D. Vail
Poestenkill, N.Y.

ELIZA RATHBONE has been named
curator of the Phillips Collection in
Washington , D.C., one of the nation's
leading art galleries. She had served for
the past year as curator of the collection's 20th Century art division . In her
new position, she will be directing a $7.8
million expansion program for Phillips.
Eliza , who is married but uses her
maiden name, is the daughter of our
members, Perry T. and and Euretta
Rathbone of Cambridge, Mass. Perry is
the son of Howard 8 Rathbone (Peter?
Elijah 6 Moses 5 Joshua 4 Jonathan 3
John 2 - 1).
BILL AND ZACHARY RATHBUN,
aged 9 and 6, of Hingham, Mont., are
"stars" in a Japanese television ad for
suntan lotion . While vacationing in
Hawaii last year, they were chosen by a
Japanese producer for the ad because
they "looked just right." They are the
sons of Dawn and William 11 Rathbun
(Robert 10 Earl 9 Edwin 8 Demornington 7
Sebra6 George 5 Job 4 Benjamin 3 Joseph 2 John1).

WE THANK the following members
who have sent us family data, pictures,
clippings and other materials : Phyllis
Miller, Rob Rathbun, Virginia Lindley,
Howard M. Rathbun, Grove and Janet
Rathbun, Helene Rathbun , R. Van
Rathbun, Jim Chivers, Sharon Jahn,
Nellie Hooghkirk, William and Vera
Smith, Ivan and Rosemarie McPherson,
Darleen Boyle, Betsey Dana, Lauren
Landis, Rosma Limbeck, Patti Garrett,
Edith M. Leppla, Anella Hunt, Ronald L.
Rathbun, Kris Ring, Frank E. Rathbun ,
Robert L. Rathbun, Perry T. Rathbone,
Elizabeth Rathbun , Haybron Adams ,
Ken and Lois Allen, Mary Van Epps,
Helen M. Rathbun, John Bowen and
George L. Rathbun.

John Bowen reports that he is still
working on the films he took on our 1987
English trip, trying to edit many hours of
film down to a usable hour or two. He will
let the trip participants know when it is
ready.

