























Genealogy: The Sixth
Generation in America

268. ELIJAH® RATHBUN (William®
Daniel* William®2 John'), born July 14,
1783, at Granby, Conn., and married
there on March 11, 1802, Cynthia
Messenger, born Sept. 27, 1784,
daughter of David and Hannah (Higley)
Messenger. They followed his brothers,
William and Daniel, to Ohio in 1805, and
settled in Granville, Licking County. He
was an early member of the Center Star
Masonic Lodge there. With the outbreak
of the War of 1812, he joined the local
militia and marched with General Wil-
liam Hull's Army to Detroit, and par-
ticipated in the invasion of Canada on
August 16, 1812. He was wounded and
captured, and later paroled. He returned
home in poor health and died on July 20,
1814, from the effects of his wounds.
Cynthia was remarried on August 11,
1816, to William Percy or Perry, and
died March 12, 1877, nearly 93 years
old. She received a Federal pension for
many years based on Elijah’s war
service.

CHILDREN

LUCY, born Sept. 3, 1803; died Oct.
11, 1804.

SERENO, born Dec. 23, 1804; mar-
ried (1) Sally Braley, and (2) Melissa
(Darth) Kennedy.

JAMES E., born Feb. 15, 1807; mar-
ried Jane Bitler.

ELIJAH, born Aug. 29, 1809; married
Sally Kirkpatrick.

CYNTHIA, born May 9, 1812; married
Reul Braley on July 6, 1828.

269. JOHN CLARK® RATHBUN (Eb-
enezer® Thomas* Jonathan® William?
John'), born Sept. 17, 1792, in Lyme,
Conn., and moved with his father as a
baby to Lima, Ontario County, N.Y., in
1793. He enlisted in a troop of New York
cavalry in the War of 1812, and was
wounded in the Battle of Bridgewater,
Canada, in 1814, suffering gunshot
wounds and saber cuts, for which he

was later pensioned. He was apparently
married about 1815, for he appears in
the 1830 census at Lima with a wife and
two children, names all unknown. By the
early 1830s, he was living in Madison
County, lllinois, where on Feb. 11, 1833,
he was married to Lydia W. Smith, a
widow, born about 1807, parentage un-
known. (She may have been a Quigley:
an Adam Quigley, aged 81, was living
with her in 1860). John C. Rathbun died
about 1859 in Madison County, and his
widow was remarried on Feb. 15, 1863,
to Alvin Hauskins. Nothing more is
known of her. John may have had a son,
Anthony, who was living in Madison
County in 1850 aged 30. He was not
listed in the 1860 census and nothing
more is known of him.

270. DAVID B.°* RATHBUN (Ebenezer®
Thomas* Jonathan® William? John'),
born April 13, 1808, at Lima, N.Y. He
moved as a young man to Michigan, and
was married there, at Plymouth, Wayne
County, on June 9, 1832, to Susan B.
Smith, born Jan. 12, 1811, parentage
unknown. He was a farmer all his life at
Plymouth. On Jan. 12, 1853, he sold his
share of his father's estate at Lima.
Susan died Oct. 5, 1865, and he was
married about four years later to Jane
—, born Sept. 2, 1822, parentage
unknown. She died Oct. 12, 1894, and
David died April 11, 1895.

CHILDREN

CHAUNCEY GOODRICH, born in
1834; married Genette Whittaker.

JOHN E., born in Sept. 1836; married
(1) Mary ,and (2) Charlotte .

LEVI W., born about 1839; married
Ella Merritt.

GEORGE, born about 1841; died May
20, 1847.

SARAH E., born about 1843; alive in
1860, no further data.

ESTHER G., born Dec. 22, 1847; died
July 10, 1849 with “fits.”

HIRAMT., bornin October 1853; mar-
ried (1) Kate _____, and(2) Lovice .

271. EBENEZER® RATHBUN (Eb-
enezer® Thomas* Jonathan® William?
John'), born about 1813 at Lima, N.Y.,
and married there on Nov. 23, 1837,
Lucy Austin, born about 1819, parent-
age unknown. They moved about 1842
to near Thornapple, Barry County, Mich-
igan, where they were among the first
settlers. When the Civil War broke out,
Ebenezer enlisted in the 13th Michigan
infantry at the age of 48, giving his age
as 41. He died on April 26, 1862, in a
hospital at Nashville, Tenn., of typhoid
and pneumonia. Lucy received a pen-
sion for his Army service, and lived until
April 19, 1891, when she died at Hilliars
Station, Allegan County, Mich. In her
pension application, neighbors stated
that Ebenezer spelled his name at dif-
ferent times as Rathbun, Rathbone and
Rathburn.

CHILDREN

SUSAN CECELIA, born Dec. 29,
1838; married William F. Heusel on Dec.
9, 1857.

JOHN E., born in April 1840; married
(1) Elizabeth Buckles, and (2) Fanny B.
Molinaro. (See our issue of January
1987 for this family’s tragic story.)

NANCY ORILLEA, born Jan. 1, 1842;
married Edward Cole on Feb. 15, 1860.

GURDEN CLARK, born in 1844;
joined the Union Army and was killed in
action June 30, 1862, during the Civil
War, only two months after his father’s
death.

MARY A., born about 1846; married
—_ Hellar.

ELIZA A., born Oct. 22, 1847; married
(1) a Bronson, and (2) James Gilbride
on May 22, 1897.

SARAH EVALINE, born Sept. 10,
1849; married (1) an Austin, and (2)
Ernest Gosch in 1911.

(continued on page 42)
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(continued from page 41)

EDWARD, born about 1851; died in
infancy.

ERNEST JESSE, born March 18,
1853; married Cynthia Sheldon.

EDWIN FILLMORE, born March 11,
1855; married Seraphina Mabel
Hawley.

NOYES EBENEZER, born Dec. 25,
1858; married Sarah K. .

ELLA CAROLINA, born April 26,
1861; married (1) ; (2) Joseph
Buckley, and (3) Edward Edeler.

This picture is believed to be that of
Ebenezer Rathbun (1813-1862).

Lucy (Austin) Rathbun
(1819-1891)
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272. THOMAS® RATHBUN (Thomas®*
Jonathan® William? John'), born about
1794 at East Haddam, Conn., and mar-
ried there on Feb. 8, 1821, Annie In-
graham, born about 1799, parentage
unknown. He served in the War of 1812,
returned to East Haddam and lived
there until his death on Oct. 14, 1842.
Annie died July 14, 1868, in Cromwell,
Conn.

CHILDREN

SARAH ANN, born in July 1825; mar-
ried Josephus Merriman on June 6,
1847.

FRANCES AUGUSTA, born April 20,
1830; married (1) Dr. Linus Garr Smith
on Sept. 17, 1851, and (2) Deacon John
Stevens on April 12, 1856.

273. NORRIS WHEELER® RATHBUN
(Thomas®* Jonathan® William? John'),
born Jan. 22, 1811, in East Haddam,
Conn. He was married Nov. 24, 1833, in
Lyme, Conn., to Louise Luna Swan,
born May 10, 1813, daughter of Thomas
W. and Luna (Emmons) Swan. They
lived on a prosperous 500-acre farm at
Millington, Conn., most of their lives.
Louisa died at East Haddam on August
5, 1867, and Norris on June 16, 1883.

CHILDREN

LOUISA LUNA, born May 16, 1837,
she was a bright and ambitious young
woman, who attended Bacon Academy
and later New Britain Normal School,
and was a teacher for 14 years. She
contracted tuberculosis, had to retire in
1869, and died Oct. 2, 1871, unmarried.

ISABELLA MARIA, born June 2,
1840; died Sept. 13, 1861, unmarried.

SARAH ELIZABETH, born Dec. 3,
1845; married James H. Manwaring on
Nov. 9, 1896. (In our January 1990 His-
torian, we had a story on her interesting
“inheritance,” in which we incorrectly
stated that she was never married, and
gave her birth year incorrectly as 1847.
Our thanks to Alvin A. Rathbun for these
corrections.)

NORRIS WHEELER, born Dec. 23,
1848; married Frances Emmons.

THOMAS SWAN, born August 5,
1852; married Della Brown.

274. SAMUEL C. RATHBUN (Joseph®
Samuel* Jonathan® William? John'),
born Dec. 3, 1777, at Canterbury,
Conn., and married there about 1802
Polly Parrish, born July 19, 1781,
daughter of Roswell and Anna (Stark-
weather) Parrish. They moved about
1806 to Foxborough, Norfolk County,
Mass., and in the 1820s to Wrentham,
Mass., where he died on Jan. 28, 1864,
and Polly on March 19, 1874. Samuel
was a cooper by trade.

CHILDREN

POLLY, bornJan. 11, 1803; no further
data.

ADELINE MATILDA, born Feb. 5,
1805; married Joseph Jewett on Sept. 7,
1828.

ELIZA ANN, born July 21, 1807; mar-
ried (?) Abner Putnam on March 31,
1839.

SARAH. EMELINE, born July 20,
1809; died Oct. 14, 1867, unmarried.

WILLIAM PAYSON, born Feb. 5,
1812; died April 14, 1876, unmarried.

SOPHONIA, born Sept. 27, 1815;
died Sept. 28, 1896, unmarried.

HENRY AUGUSTUS, born June 25,
1818; married Mary Ruggles.

HARRIET ANN (?), born about 1820;
married John Albert Ware in June 1841.

ALBERT PARRISH, born April 5,
1822; married Lucy E. Patten.

275. DANIEL® RATHBUN (Joseph®
Samuel* Jonathan® William? John'),
born Feb. 1, 1780, at Canterbury, Conn.
He moved as a young man to Spring-
field, Mass., where on July 26, 1818, he
was married to Jerusha (Sweatland) Al-
den, born about 1797, daughter of Dan-
iel and Hannah Sweatland, and widow
of Elijah Alden. He died at Springfield on
Jan. 15, 1844, and Jerusha on Dec. 24,
1857. So far as is known, they had no
children, although Jerusha had two
daughters by her first marriage.

276. BENJAMIN® RATHBUN (Joseph®
Samuel* Jonathan® William? John'),
born June 16, 1786, at Canterbury,
Conn. Like his brother, Daniel, he
moved as a young man to Springfield,
Mass., and was married there about
1810 to Joanna ., born about 1790,
parentage unknown. She died Jan. 28,




1838, and he was married again on July
3, 1839, to Harriet E. Bliss, born May 10,
1802, daughter of Nathaniel and Mary
(Morgan) Bliss. Benjamin was a cooper.
Harriet died March 23, 1862, and he
died five years later on Oct. 23, 1867. (It
is probable that he had a third wife: the
1869 Springfield directory lists a Mrs.
Benjamin Rathbun, and a Widow Sarah
Rathbun, who we cannot place, died
April 21, 1869, at Westboro, Mass.,
possibly Benjamin's widow.)

CHILDREN

(By Joanna)

CHARLES ELLIOTT, born about
1812; married (1) Nancy Davis; (2)
Louise Sawyer, and (3) Anne E. Van
Deusen.

PROBABLY OTHERS, names un-
known.

277. WALTER® RATHBUN (Benjamin®
Samuel* Jonathan® William? John'),
born August 18, 1796, in Shaftsbury,
Vt., and married about 1820 to Lucina
_____, born about 1795, parentage un-
known. They moved in the late 1820s to
Essex County, N.Y., and by 1850 to
Athol, Warren County, N.Y. He died
there on March 22, 1860. Lucina sur-
vived him, but her death date is not
known.

CHILDREN

LUCINA, born about 1821; married
Nehemia Warren.

WALTER (?), born possibly about
1822; alive in 1850, no further data.

278. DANIEL® RATHBUN (William®
Obadiah* John® William? John'), born
July 22, 1787, at Lisbon, Conn. He
moved as a young man to Chautauqua
County, N.Y., and was married there, at
Ripley, on Jan. 20, 1822, to Armenia
Birch, born about 1806, daughter of
Admiral Rodney and Mary Etta (Rath-
bun) Birch, born about 1806, daughter
of Simeon* Rathbun (Benjamin®
Joseph? John'). They moved in the late
1830s to LaPorte County, Indiana,
where he was called a carpenter in the
1850 census. They moved by 1860 to
Waterloo, lowa, where Daniel died on
June 12, 1861. Armenia returned to
LaPorte and died some time after 1865.

CHILDREN

SYLVANUS, born about 1826; mar-
ried Amelia .

JOEL, born about 1830; alive in 1847;
no further data.

MARIETTA, born about 1832; mar-
ried John E. Flucard on March 14, 1853.

WARREN, born about 1834; served
in the U.S. Army during the Civil War; no
further data.

WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON, born
about 1841; died of typhoid on Jan. 12,
1863, while serving with the U.S. Army
in the Civil War.

ELIZA J., born about 1843; alive in
1850, no further data.

HARRIET, born about 1845; married
Philander Birch on June 22, 1870.

CHARLOTTE, born about 1847; mar-
ried Charles C. Campbell on Oct. 11,
1871.

ANDREW, born in May 1850; died by
1860.

279. JOSEPH® RATHBUN (Joseph®
Obadiah* John® William? John'), born
Feb. 18, 1794, in Kings County, New
Brunswick, Canada, and married Nov.
26, 1818, at St. Johns, New Brunswick,
Ruth Solding, born in 1795, daughter of
Thomas and Ruth (Shalor) Solding. He
died in Kings County some time after
1861. Ruth was still living in 1881.

CHILDREN

JOSEPH, born Oct. 14, 1819; married
Amelia Jennette Brown on April 23,
1851; no children.

THOMAS, born about 1821; married
Margaret .

JOHN SOLDING, born March 21,
1824; married Elizabeth Ann Brown.

ELIZABETH ANN, born about 1826;
married John H. Brown on Feb. 2, 1848.

FRANCES RUTH, born April 18,
1829; married (?) Joseph Pelvin on May
6, 1870.

EUNICE, born in 1833; no further
data.

NANCY JANE, born about 1835; mar-
ried Richard Estey on Sept. 22, 1853.

JANE MATILDA, born in 1836; ap-
parently never married, but reportedly
had an illegitimate son, Abner Rathbun,
born in 1877.

GEORGE JAMES, born June 17,
1838; married Frances (Everts) Brown.

280. WILLIAM HENRY® RATHBUN
(Joseph® Obadiah* John® William?
John'), born about 1797 in Kings
County, New Brunswick, and married
there on Oct. 25, 1828, Elizabeth John-
son, birth and parentage unknown. She
apparently died within a few years, and
he was married on Oct. 17, 1834, to
Susannah Hersey, born about 1801,
parentage unknown. They moved by
1838 to Burton, Simsbury County,
where he was called a ship’s carpenter
inthe 1851 census. Both died some time
after 1871, when they were listed in the
Burton census. He was described as a
pauper. With them were their daughter,
Almira, then 34, and a Permelia Rath-
bun, aged 8, possibly Almira’s illegit-
imate daughter.

CHILDREN

ALMIRA AMELIA, born in 1838; no
known marriage.

PROBABLY OTHERS, names
unknown.

281. RAYMOND COGSWELL® RATH-
BUN (John®>*2 William? John'), born
about 1794 in Exeter, R.l., and moved
as a boy with his parents to Frankfort,
N.Y. He was married in 1818 in Ar-
lington, Vermont, to Susan Veerman,
born about 1798, parentage unknown.
They were living at Sandy Creek, Os-
wego County, N.Y., in 1830, and by
1850 were at Naples, in Yates County,
where Susan died some time after 1855,
and Raymond died April 11, 1885, aged
91.

CHILDREN

DAUGHTER, name unknown; born
about 1819; possibly died young.

JANE, born about 1825; married (1)
__ Combs, and (2) Phares Clark.

GEORGE, born about 1835; no
known marriage.

282. JOB WILBUR® RATHBUN (Ste-
phen® Thomas* Ebenezer® William?
John'), born June 29, 1784, in Westerly,
R.l., and married there March 28, 1831,
Thankful Gavitt, born about 1787,
daughter of Joseph and Sarah Gavitt.
They had no children. Job died at West-
erly on March 22, 1855, and Thankful on
April 17, 1864.

(continued on page 44)
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(continued from page 43)

283. DAVID TAYLOR® RATHBUN
(Stephen® Thomas* Ebenezer®
William? John'), born March 6, 1792, at
Westerly, R.I. He served in the R.I. Mili-
tia during the War of 1812. He was mar-
ried at Westerly March 7, 1816, to Am-
elia Lamphere, born about 1796, par-
entage unknown. She died by 1850, and
he was married by that time to Hannah
(Babcock) Sims, born Sept. 18, 1794,
possibly the daughter of Henry Babcock
and widow of Jeremiah Sims. David
died early in the 1860s, and Hannah
died May 18, 1875.

CHILDREN

?ELIZABETH T., born about 1819;
unmarried in 1850.

?STEPHEN, born in August 1821;
married Anna McDonald.

MARTHA C., born about 1823; died
June 18, 1851, unmarried.

NANCY MARIE, born about 1826;
died Dec. 13, 1886, unmarried.

SUSAN D., born about 1820; alive in
1860, unmarried.

284. JAMES® RATHBUN (James®
Thomas* Ebenezer® William? John'),
born May 20, 1786, at Westerly, and
moved as a boy with his parents to
Laurens, Otsego County, N.Y., where
he was married about 1809 to Esther
Fuller, born April 10, 1791, daughter of
Jonathan and Rhoda Fuller. She died
Sept. 10, 1818, possibly in childbirth,
and he was married the following year to
her sister, Mercy Fuller, born July 2,
1786. She died Oct. 13, 1847, and
James died March 31, 1865. His obitu-
ary notice called him “Captain,” mean-
ing that he probably held that office in
the local militia.

CHILDREN

By Esther

ISAAC P., born Feb. 15, 1810; mar-
ried Almira Whitcomb.

STEPHEN C., born June 28, 1812;
married Phoebe Johnson.

CYRUS F., born June 27, 1814; mar-
ried Susan Straight.

THOMAS W., born Aug. 17, 1816;
married Jane Hume.
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By Mercy

JONATHAN FULLER, born March 3,
1820; married Mary Lowe in 1849. He
died Feb. 14, 1889, and had no children.

ESTHER FULLER, born Sept. 14,
1822; married Warren Grant April 5,
1868.

MARY A., born Sept. 16, 1831; mar-
ried Edwin Van Slyke on Nov. 8, 1856.

285. JOHN HAZARD® RATHBUN
(James® Thomas* Ebenezer® William?
John'), born Feb. 10, 1794, in Westerly,
R.l., and moved with his parents as a
boy to Laurens, N.Y. He served as a
bugler in the Army during the War of
1812, and was married at Laurens about
1815 to Nancy Colley, born about 1795,

daughter of Peter and Mary (Samped)
Colley. They moved a few years later to
Ontario, Canada, where Nancy died in
1845 and he died on Oct. 18, 1854.

CHILDREN

HANNAH MARIA, born about 1816;
married John Bellamy.

JOHN COLLEY, born Sept. 30, 1822;
married (1) Susanna Bellamy; (2) Char-
lotte Windover, and (3) Eliza _

JAMES RICHARD, born about 1828;
married Martha Oliver.

HENRY, born April 3, 1838; married
Mary M. Marsh.

PROBABLY OTHERS, names un-
known.

In our last issue, we printed pictures of John S. Rathbun (1794-1869) and his second
wife Susan (O’'Lacy) Rathbun. We have since received this remarkably clear picture
of the couple, possibly taken at or shortly after the time of their marriage in 1850. Our

thanks to Lauren Landis, a descendent.



Early Account Of Ancestors

An interesting account of some early
Rathbun ancestors, written nearly 150
years ago, has been submitted by our
member Arthur Hutchinson.

Among Art's family papers is a copy of
a letter written in the early 1800s by his
ancestor, William Hunt (1769-1852),
whose wife was Susannah Fellows,
daughter of William Fellows and Susan-
nah® Rathbun (Valentine* Joshua®
John?"). Hunt wrote the letter to his
daughter Sally Cowles, probably in the
1840s. It was copied in 1855 by Sally
Cowles’ daughter, Susannah, and then
copied again in 1904 by Susannah'’s
daughter, Fannie Hutchinson. Each ad-
ded a little information, updating the
family records. Some of the errors noted
below were probably made in the copy-
ing and recopying.

After relating some of his own family
background, Hunt went into the Rath-
bun history.

“Your grandmother Fellows maiden
name was Susannah Rathbone, daugh-
ter of Elder Valentine Rathbone, your
great-grandfather. She was born at
Stonington, Conn., and married there. In
the year 1784, they moved from Ston-
ington to Stephentown, N.Y.

“Your great-great-grandfather Rath-

bone whose name was John (actually
Joshua) was . . . from Ireland (obviously
incorrect) and his wife’'s name was Mary
Witmark (actually Wightman). They
settled in early life in the town of West-
erly near the Pawcatuck River in R.l.
(Actually across the river in Stonington,
Conn.) Your great-grandfather Valen-
tine Rathbone (Valentine actually used
the Rathbun spelling) moved from Ston-
ington, Conn., to Pittsfield, Mass., in
1768 and in 1800 moved west into the
town of Marcellus, N.Y., where he and
his wife died at a great age. Her name
was Tabitha Brown.

“Your great-great-grandfather John
Rathbone (actually Joshua Rathbun)
was very rich for those days, raised a
large family (he had 12 children by
Mary), and after settling off his children
had between $3,000 and $4,000 left,
which one of his sons took to pay his and
his wife’s expenses for the rest of their
lives (this was probably his eldest son,
Rev. John Rathbun or Rathbone).”

The letter then goes on to tell more
about the Hunts, Fellowses and other
families. It is always fascinating to find
such old letters with family information,
and we thank Arthur Hutchinson for
sharing this one with us.

In Remembrance

One of the newest additions to our
membership list is David E. Morgan,
head of the Milan (Ohio) Public library,
who ordered a membership for the li-
brary in memory of the late Neva De-
lores (Rathburn) Collman, who died
September 29, 1989. Mrs. Collman was
a long-time volunteer worker for the li-
brary and for the Milan Historical So-
ciety. She was the daughter of James
Henry® Rathburn (Judson’ John® Tho-
mas® John*® Thomas? John'). She was
the aunt of our member Helen Landis.
After this year, the Milan Library will be
added to our list of complimentary sub-
scriptions for the Historian.

Old Family Deed

Alvin A. Rathbun of Portola Valley,
California, is the proud possessor of
what is probably the oldest family-
owned Rathbun deed in the country.

The deed, dated May 30, 1762, was
made in Lyme, Connecticut, by John
McCurdy, who sold “seven acres and
seventy-four rods” of land to “Mr. Tho-
mas Rathbon of Lyme.”

The property was bounded by a black
oak tree, two heaps of stones, and by
“said Rathbon’s own fence.”

This Thomas (1730-1769) was the
son of Thomas* Rathbun (Jonathan®
William? John'). He was Alvin Rath-
bun’s great-great-grandfather.

New Data Found
on Acors Rathbun

A little additional information has
been found on Acors Rathbun
(1772-1855), son of Joshua® Rathbun
(Joshua*? John?'), whose picture ap-
peared in our Historian of July 1985.

Acors was married in 1794 to Sarah
Peckham (1777-1859). According to a
1922 Peckham Genealogy, her parents
were “lofty-minded and objected to her
marriage” with Acors, who was a mere
“hatter.” She married him anyway, with-
out their consent, and they moved soon
after the marriage to Oneida County,
N.Y., where they purchased a wilder-
ness tract and cleared it for a farm.

The book also relates how Sarah
helped Acors clear the land and how
roving bands of up to 10 Indians some-
times slept in their kitchen before the
great fireplace. They would leave early
in the morning “with grunts of
thankskgiving.”

It also tells the story that Acors once
cut his foot with an axe while chopping
wood. While Sarah was helping him
dress and bandage the wound, the fam-
ily’s pet fox, attracted by the smell of
blood, fastened its teeth on Acor’s leg
and held on until its jaws were pried
loose!

WE THANK the following members who
have sent in family data, clippings, pic-
tures and other materials: Ruth Rath-
bun, Mary Van Epps, Clair Cornell,
Jayne Resin, Darleen Boyle, Martha
Mardavich, Larry Trask, Dorothy Mu-
eller, Hazel Jones, Anna May and Roy
Rathbun, Rob Rathbun, Rosma Lim-
beck, Betty Drake, Mary Pearl Whitman,
Sherman Boivin, Beth Kitely, Mildred
Rathburn, Marilyn Greee, Anella Hunt,
Lauren Landis, Russell G. Rathbun,
Russell P. Rathbun, Anna Angelini, Ar-
thur Hutchinson, Bruce Rathbun, John
Robinson, Dr. and Mrs. Raymond Best,
Glen Rathbun, David E. Rathbun, Fred
C. Rathbun, Jean Peterson, Jan and
Grove Rathbun, Mary Ellen Claypool,
Jim Chivers, Marjorie Rathbun, Frank E.
Rathbun, Mabel Gebler, Bob and La-
Prelle Weatherford, Winfred Brown, Wil-
liam Wright, Elaine Flathers, Jean Hal-
den Walker and John Bowen.
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Births

BORN — March 26, 1990, Bradley Rus-
sell Lavin, son of Russell and Jill Lavin of
Laurence, Kansas, and the first great-
great-grandchild of our member, Vera
(McNemar) Rathbun, of Topeka, Kan-
sas, the widow of William Harley® Rath-
bun (Daniel® William’ Daniel® William®
Daniel* Joshua® John?).

BORN — June 8, 1990, Skylar Jordan
Baker, daughter of Loren and Deborah
Lee Baker of Havre, Mont., and the sec-
ond great-great-grandchild of our mem-
ber Vera Rathbun (see preceding birth).

BORN — March 5, 1990, Jessica Lynne
Bender, daughter of Todd Eugene and
Laura Renee Bender; granddaughter of
our member Donna Bender, and great-
granddaughter of Vera Rathbun (see
preceding births). Vera, who will be 86
on August 14, now has 14 living grand-
children, 25 great-grandchildren and
two great-great-grandchildren. She is
the mother of three Association mem-
bers — Donna Bender, Patti Garrett and
Bruce M. Rathbun.

BORN — April 15, 1990, Ryan Michael
Best, son of Captain Michael R. and
Deborah A. Best, of Vandenberg Air
Force Base, California; first grandchild
of our members, Dr. Raymond H. and
Nikki C. (Stone) Best, and first great-
grandchild of our member Beverly
Stone. Beverly, now recovering from a
broken hip and heart attack, is a grand-
daughter of George T. Brown and Mary
Adeline’” Rathbone (Thomas®
Jonathan® Coggeshall* Abraham?®
Samuel? John').

BORN — December 15, 1989, Robin
Rathbun, son of Scott and Christine
(Westover) Rathbun of Sumner, Wash-
ington, and grandson of Barbara and
Robin'® Rathbun (Chelsea® Henry® Wil-
liam” Gideon® Job® Gideon* John®*2%).

PLEASE — Look at the Editor’s Letter
on Page 34. Does one of our missing
checks belong to you? Look at your
records and see.
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New Data

We have obtained a complete and
corrected list of the children of Gideon®
Rathbun (Edmund* John®2"), from
Martha Mardavich, a descendent. It was
compiled nearly 100 years ago by
George Marshall Rathbun, one of Gid-
eon’s grandsons. The list follows:

ELIZABETH, born March 13, 1796;
married John Moore.

JONATHAN, born Sept. 1, 1798; died
young.

EDMUND, born Sept. 29, 1800; mar-
ried Mary Dye.

MERCY, born March 12, 1802; mar-
ried Nicholas Francis.

JOSEPH, born July 1, 1804; died May
24, 1818.

DAVID, born Jan. 21, 1806; married
Rachel Dunlop.

ELSA, born Nov. 9, 1807; married
Abisha Cole.

DANIEL, born Sept. 9, 1809; married
Margaret Ann Gardner.

HIRAM, born June 20, 1811; married
Frances Clark.

WILLIAM, born Jan. 11, 1813; mar-
ried Melissa Blough.

SOPHIA, born April 11, 1815; married
Reason Tippie.

ELVIRA, born June 13, 1819; married
Volney Tryon (or Lepy?).

JOHN CARPENTER, born Dec. 11,
1821; married (1) Mary O’Brien, and (2)
Mary Chadow.

In the genealogical section of our April
1982 Historian, we covered Job* Rath-
bun (Joshua® John?'), who married Ab-
igail Russell. We noted that Job, in an
1804 booklet, gave his birth year as
1734, but Cooley listed him as a twin of
Martha, born in 1736. We now know that
Job was indeed born in 1736, was orig-
inally named Joshua, and that his name
was changed to Job about 1740.

We also reported that Job’s wife, Ab-
igail, may have been the Mrs. Rathbun
who died May 22, 1807, according to
church records in Canaan, Conn. This
has now been confirmed by Mary Ellen
Claypool, a descendant, who found an
entry in the North Canaan Town Rec-
ords that “Job Rathbun’s wife died May
22,1807.” Job apparently married again
a month later, on June 7, to a Mrs.

Deming, whose first name does not ap-
pear in the records. This second mar-
riage is borne out by the 1810 census,
which shows a female over age 50 living
with Job. She apparently died before
Job’s death in 1821, since she is not
mentioned in his will.

Priscilla Baldwin, wife of Thomas*
Rathbun (Thomas® Samuel® John'),
was the daughter of Henry and Mercy
(Read) Baldwin, of Lisbon, Conn. Our
thanks to John Bowen.

Another Scam!

Several dozen members sent us
postcards which they had received from
“The Rathbun Family News” in Denver,
Colo., inviting them to join the organ-
ization and receive its publications.

Your editor sent in a check (for $19)
and received the “Summer 1990” edition
of the Rathbun Family News, and “The
National Registry of Living Rathbuns.”

The “Registry” proved to be only an-
other compilation of Rathbun names
from telephone directories and possibly
other sources — the type which has
been offered for years by an organ-
ization or organizations using such
names as Beatrice Bayley, Sharon Tay-
lor and others.

The “Family News,” which lists a
“Connie Stewart” as editor, contained a
mish-mash of articles, frequently using
the Rathbun name, but containing abol-
utely no genealogical data or any infor-
mation on specific family members.

It was obviously designed to be adap-
ted to use for any surname, simply by
changing the Rathbun references to any
other name.

It is a great disservice to authentic
family associations, such as ours, and to
sincere genealogists, that such groups
are using the growing popularity of fam-
ily history to make money through such
misleading practices.

People who fall victim to such “scams”
naturally become suspicious of all gene-
alogists, and are reluctant to respond to
legitimate genealogical queries or invi-
tations.



Obituaries

DIED — March 30, 1990, in Craig,
Colorado, Myrtle Mae (Rathbun) Sho-
walter, 93, a charter member of our As-
sociation. She was the widow of Lee
Showalter, and the last survivor of six
children born to John Thomas® Rathbun
(William” John® Perry® Edmund*
John®*?") and Cora Johnson. She is
survived by a son, Robert; a daughter,
Eileen Schrader; four grandchildren;
four great-grandchildren, and two great-
great-grandchildren. Her brother, Tho-
mas Frederick Rathbun, died two years
ago at the age of 94, and her sister,
Annie Irene Myers, died in 1986 at the
age of 88. Both were members of our
Association. Mrs. Showalter was active
for many years in Republican Party af-
fairs, serving 22 years as county vice-
chairwoman. She was also active in
church and civic organizations; was a
piano teacher, Sunday School teacher
and member of the county library board.
She was named as local “Woman of the
Year”in 1967 and “Citizen of the Year” in
1981. The Colorado Federation of Re-
publican Women named her “Woman of
the Year” in 1983, when she was 85
years old.

DIED — May 6, 1990, at Tecumseh,
Mich., Frances G. Rathbun, aged 82.
She was the widow of Clark'® Rathbun
(Frederick® Edgar® James’ Dyer® Dan-
iel® Valentine* Joshua® John®"), who
died in 1956. She is survived by a son,
Robert C. Rathbun, and a daughter, Dr.
Marvel Jane Rathbun-Kohn, who was
listed as unidentified in a list of Rathbun
doctors in our Historian of April 1986.
There are also five grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren

DIED — March 27, 1990, at Fort Pierre,
S.D., Laurence E. “Sonny” Reinhard Jr.,
aged 51. He was the son of the late
Laurence E. Reinhard and Delores'®
Rathbun (Elzie® (Henry® William’ Gid-
eon® Job® Gideon* John®*?2"). He is sur-
vived by his mother; wife, Anita; two
daughters; six grandchildren, and a
brother, Dennis Reinhard.

Rathburn Cousin Murdered
by Terrorists in Lebanon

William E. Robinson, one of our Rath-
burn cousins, was shot to death March
27 in Lebanon, where he and his wife
were operating an orphanage for handi-
capped children.

Robinson, 59, was killed by three
masked gunmen in the village of Rash-
aya Foukhar, in the Israeli-occupied
sector of Lebanon.

The slayings culminated a dispute
over land that Robinson was trying to
acquire to build housing for the elderly.
His Lebanese neighbors had charged
that he wanted the property to help Is-
rael establish Jewish settlements there.

DIED — May 11, 1990, at Des Moines,
lowa, Robert N. Rathbun, aged 54. A
member of our Association, he was the
son of Henry Rathbun, also an Associa-
tion member, and grandson of James®
Rathbun (William’ John® Alfred® Job*
Benjamin® Joseph? John'). He is also
survived by his wife, Janet; two sons,
Jason and Mark; three daughters, Lynn
Radcliff; Lori Lalalberti, and Kelley
Rathbun; two sisters, Carol Thomas and
Sandra Crabtree; a brother, Edward N.
Rathbun, and two grandchildren. There
are also several stepbrothers and
sisters.

DIED — Feb. 4, 1990, at Grand Junc-
tion, Colo., Orin Victor “Bill" Rathbun,
aged 56. He was the son of Edith (Reed)
Rathbun and the late Frank® Rathbun
(Henry® William” Gideon® Job® Gideon*
John®2"), Survivors include his mother;
a son, Lee Rathbun, and several step-
children. He died of injuries received in a
fall two days earlier.

DIED — April 6, 1990, at Texarkana,
Ark., Mary Helen Rathburn, aged 80.
She was the widow of Willie C.'° Rath-
burn (William® Joseph® Aaron’ Joseph®
Perry®> Edmund* John®2"), who died
three months earlier, on January 1. She
is survived by two sisters and a brother.

Robinson, a native of Athol, Mass.,
was one of 12 children born to William E.
Robinson Sr. and Hazel®* Rathburn
(Henry® Valentine” John® Tibbets® John*?
Thomas? John'). A Marine Corps vet-
eran, he was ordained a non-
denominational minister in his 40’s, and
in 1978 decided to become a missionary
to Lebanon.

He and his wife, Barbara, opened the
orphanage in 1983, and had 29 children
there at the time of his death. The Rob-
insons have seven children of their own.
Four of them were living with their par-
ents; the three oldest are in California.

The American Embassy in Tel Aviv,
Israel, had warned the Robinsons sev-
eral times of possible danger, and had
advised them to leave Lebanon, but
Robinson had refused because he
could not take the ophans with him.

The Robinsons were conducting an
evening prayer service in their home
with their own children and 26 young-
sters from the next-door orphanage,
when the gunmen burst in. They had
first killed six German shepherd watch-
dogs which guarded the Robinson
home.

Mrs. Robinson and the children were
taken to a back room before the in-
truders shot Robinson three times in the
head and neck. They took $4,000 in
cash and some jewelry before fleeing.

The Lebanese Communist Party and
the Lebanese National Resistance
Front claimed responsibility for the
murder.

Robinson was buried in Lebanon and
his wife plans to remain there and carry
on their work to help the orphans.

In addition to his wife and children,
Robinson is survived by four grand-
children, three sisters and three
brothers, including our member John
Robinson.

(We thank William Robinson’s brother,
John, and his cousin, Anna Angelini,
both members of our Association for
sending us clippings and other informa-
tion on the tragedy.)
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People

RONALD AND BEULAH POWER
celebrated their 60th wedding an-
niversary on July 17 at their home in
Waterloo, lowa. They are members of
our Association, and have two daugh-
ters; a son; eight grandchildren and
seven great-grandchildren. Beulah is
the daughter of Charles Wesley® Rath-
bun (James’ Paris® Job® Gideon*
John®27),

WILLIAM AND DOROTHY RATHBUN
celebrated their 50th wedding an-
niversary on June 29. The Rathbuns,
charter members of our Association,
operate a cattle ranch in Haskell, Ok-
lahoma. They have two children and two
grandchildren. He is the son of James®
Rathbun (Charles® William’ Alfred®
Wait®>* Joshua® John?").

JOHN AND KITTEE WOHLERS cele-
brated their 50th wedding anniversary
April 8 in College Place, Washington.
John, a member of our Association, is a
son of William Wohlers and Bertha
Louise® Rathbun (Jonathan” Thomas®*>
John* Samuel® Thomas? John').

PATRICK MARTIN and Rebecca
Sheets were married May 19 at Muncy
Valley, Pa. Patrick is the son of Karl and
Phyllis (Rathburn) Martin, and grandson
of our members, Mildred and Gaal'®
Rathburn (William®® Samuel” Joseph®
Samuel® Anthony* Samuel® Thomas®
John'). Gaal and Mildred have another
reason to celebrate this year: their
grandson, David D’Amore, has been
accepted into the State University at
Buffalo’s School of Architecture for the
1990-91 school year.

JOYCE CAMPELL became a great-
grandmother for the first time on April 24
wih the birth of Gaige Ryan to her
grandson Dennis Coldiron and his wife
Brenda in Oilton, Okl. Joyce is the
granddaughter of Martha Lavina® Rath-
bun (Alvin” Edwin® George® Job* Ben-
jamin® Joseph? John').
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ROSEMARY COATES and David Jac-
ques were re-married May 2, 1990, the
twentiety anniversary of their first mar-
riage. They were divorced eleven years
ago. Rosemary is the daughter of our
members, John and Ellen (Sharp)
Coates. Ellen is a granddaughter of
Samuel Cline and Ellen Lucinda® Rath-
bun (Jacob” Edwin® George® Job* Ben-
jamin® Joseph? John'). Rosemary and
David are second cousins: he is a great-
grandson of Samuel and Ellen Lucinda
(Rathbun) Cline. David and Rosemary’s
son, Shawn David Jacques, was an out-
standing high school student, winning
numerous awards and scholarships,
and is now studying computer science

. at California Polytechnic University.

PAMELA LITTLEFIELD and John B.
Gasner were married May 6, on Block
Island, R.l. Pam, who is administrative
director of the Block Island Historical
Society, is the daughter of our members
Donald and Lydia (Rathbun) Littlefield.
Lydia is the daughter of Charles® Rath-
bun (Charles® William” Joshua® Elias®
Joshua* John®2),

KATHLEEN MARIE RATHBUN and
James Donald Sevigny were married
April 28, 1990, in Hope Valley, R.l. She
is the daughter of our members, Ruth
and George® Rathbun (George®
James’ Royal® Rodney® Simeon* Ben-
jamin® Joseph? John').

JEREMY DAVID BARTLETT and
Heather Lynn Shafer were married Dec.
29, 1990, at Wills Point, Texas. Jeremy
is the grandson of our members William
and Gertrude Lieuellen. Bill is the son of
Arthur V. Lieuellen and Ora Jane® Rath-
burn (David” Lewis® David® Edmund*
John321),

JOHN BOWEN still has a supply of
Rathbun Family Crest Pins at $5 each,
and video tapes of our 1987 English trip
and the “Westward Movement” slide
show which was featured at our 1985
reunion in Des Moines. He is also work-
ing on a video of the 1989 Rhode Island
reunion. John’s address is 613 Chiches-
ter Lane, Silver Spring, Maryland
20904.

ROBERT WEATHERFORD has been
relected to a fourth term of chairman of
the board of trustees for the United
Methodist Foundation of Christian
Higher Education. Bob is senior mem-
ber of the board, havig served for 20
years of its 26-year existence. The
foundation raises funds to help the more
than 130 United Methodist colleges and
universities throughout the world. He is
the husband of LaPrelle (Rathbone)
Weatherford, daughter of Virgil® Rath-
bone (Albert” Amos®® Thomas*3
John?1),

RICHARD ALAN RATHBONE has
completed a three-year tour of duty with
the Navy and will enter the University of
Texas in Austin this fall. His sister, Mar-
thanne Rathbone, graduated from high
school in June and will attend Austin
College in Sherman, Texas, in the fall,
having earned three scholarships. They
are children of the late Stephen Rath-
bone and grandchildren of our members
Bettye and Lemuel'® Rathbone
(Lemuel® Rufus® George’” Rufus® Dan-
iel® Valentine* Joshua® John?").




