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he needed one more to reach ace
status. As was common in that war,
Campbell had both respect and com-
passion for his victims. After shooting
down one plane, he wrote in his diary:
“Boche went down in flames. Poor
devil.”

After the United States entered the
war that year, Americans in the
Lafayette Escadrille were invited to join
the fledgling American Army Air Corps
as commissioned officers. Most of them
refused, including Campbell, who was
only a sergeant at the time and could
probably have been a major or
lieutenant-colonel in the American ser-
vice. His pay would have jumped from
$30 a month to $300.

Explaining his decision, he wrote his
parents: ‘“‘France has faith in me and |
must justify that faith.”” He also noted
that France had spent $5,000 to train
him as a pilot, and he felt he had a moral
obligation to stay with the escadrille.

Campbell’s final patrol came on Oct.
1, 1917, less than six months after he
joined the squadron. Patrolling over the
German side of the front lines near
Pargny, north of Soissons, he saw one
of his fellow pilots, Henri Jones, under
attack by three larger German two-
seaters. The Germans riddled Jones’
plane with bullets, wounding him. Jones
turned to fly back to the French side,
with the Germans in pursuit.

Campbell raced his Spad at the Ger-
mans, his guns roaring, hoping to cover
Jones’ retreat. The battle was furious,
but short. Campbell’s months of air
acrobatics came in handy, as he looped,
zoomed and banked among the three
German planes. Seconds later, he col-
lided with one of them, and both planes
plunged to the ground.

Jones watched in horror as Campbell
went down, and then piloted his
damaged plane back to their base. He
emerged, shaken and bloody from his
cockpit, broke into tears, and told the
others ““They got Campbell.”

The Germans respected and admired
a brave enemy. They recovered Camp-
bell’s body and buried him alongside
the two Germans who had also died. A
cross was placed over each grave.

In death, Campbell had become an
ace, by achieving his fifth official
“kill”’—witnessed by Jones.

After the war, several attempts were
made to find the grave site, but without
success. It was not until 1919 that a
French farmer’s children found a cross.
Searchers went to the site, and soon
found all three graves beneath 15 feet
of barbed wire and debris.

Tied to the cross on Campbell’s grave
was his identification tag and a leather
case containing his commission, photos
of his parents, and a Christmas card
they had sent him in 1916.

Campbell’s remains were buried at
Belleau Wood. His parents said he had
expressed a wish to be buried in France
should he die. France awarded Camp-
bell, posthumously, the Croix de Guerre

Courtney Campbell shortly after he went
to France in 1916.

and the Medaille Militaire—the French
equivalent of America’s Congressional
Medal of Honor.

His name was inscribed on a plaque
at Les Invalides in Paris, where
Napoleon and other French heroes are
entombed. His name also appears on
the Lafayette Escadrille Memorial near
Paris.

In 1922, France’s wartime premier,
George Clemenceau, visited Chicago,
and asked to see Campbell’s parents.
Mrs. Campbell described the meeting:

“Mr. Clemenceau looked at us in
silence for a moment, then said, ‘| feel
the honor of meeting the father and

mother of a brave boy who came to help
my country in her great need and who
gave his life for her.’

““He took Mr. Campbell’s hand and
mine, and after another short silence,
asked, ‘When did your son come to
France?’

“| said, ‘He went 11 months before
our country entered the war.’ Then his
tears came (ours were already stream-
ing) and he raised our hands to his head
and said, ‘Ah, Ah, those are the ones.
How France appreciates and honors the
memory of such as he.’

“Then Mr. Clemenceau asked. ‘And
where does he now lie?’

“Mr. Campbell said, ‘In France. He
wished to be left there in case he fell.’

Mr. Clemenceau said. ‘| am glad you
did not bring him back to America.
France is proud to have him and France
will always treasure his precious body."”’

(A total of 38 Americans served in the
Lafayette Escadrille, which never had
more than 19 pilots at a given time.
Eleven of them died in combat, and
many of the others were wounded and
sent home. Members of the unit shot
down an estimated 400 German planes
(100 of them “officially’”’) and were
largely responsible for the Allies’ suc-
cess in maintaining air superiority over
the front lines. Courtney Campbell’s
mother was a first cousin of your editor’s
father.)

JOHN RATHBUN, a teacher at Indian
Lake Central School in Herkimer
County, N.Y., has been named Teacher
of the Year by the Technology Educa-
tion Association. He is the son of Mary
and Thomas'® Rathbun (John®8
Thomas® John* Samuel® Thomas?
John').

JOHN RATHBUN was selected to
receive the 1991 Weatherhead School
of Management Alumni Association’s
Student Leadership Award. John was
awarded a master-of-business-
administration degree by the Cleveland
school (a unit of Case Western Reserve
University) in May. John is the son of our
members Janet and Grove'! Rathbun
(Grove'%-® Heman® Nathaniel” Gideon®
Paris5 Gideon* John321),
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348. HENRY HAMILTON® RATHBUN
(Samuel® Simeon* Benjamin® Joseph?
John'), born Sept. 13, 1817, in
Richland, N.Y. He was married about
1844 to his cousin Hannah Morgianna
Rathbun, born April 13, 1825, daughter
of Epaphroditus® Rathbun (Simeon?
Benjamin?® Joseph? John'). They lived
for many years in Springfield, N.Y., then
in 1878 moved to Harrison County,
lowa, possibly with his brother Simeon.
They bought a farm near Woodbine,
where Henry died on August 9, 1896.
Hannah was still living there in 1900.
Her death date is not known.

CHILD

GEORGE HENRY, born April 13,
1845; married Celia White.

349. CORNELIUS MORTIMER®
RATHBUN (Epaphroditus® Simeon*
Benjamin® Joseph? John'), born Feb.
8, 1808, in Otsego County, N.Y., and
married Dec. 8, 1833, at Springfield,
N.Y., Jane DelLamater, born May 5,
1806, parentage unknown. They moved
about 1839 to Ohio, first setiling in
Muskingum County, and then at Akron.
Jane died there April 16, 1875, and Cor-
nelius on March 5, 1883.

CHILDREN

ANN, born Sept. 22, 1834; married
Adam Spraul on Feb. 13, 1856.

EVERETT B., born Nov. 3, 1836; died
unmarried sometime after 1900.

DAVID C., born Sept. 21, 1839; mar-
ried Amanda Lane.

WILLIAM EUGENE, born June 2,
1841; married Martha Jane Lumphries.

MARY, born Sept. 16, 1843; married
Nelson P. Rice on Sept. 27, 1865.

EMMA, born March 21, 1847; married
Oscar N. Howe on Nov. 2, 1871.

CORNELIUS M., born March 2, 1849;
married (1) Elizabeth West, and (2) Mary
Crosier.

ELLEN J., born July 16, 1851; mar-
ried Francis R. King on Oct. 4, 1870.

350. JOHNSRATHBUN (Epaphroditus®
Simeon* Benjamin® Joseph? John'),
born about 1816 in Otsego County,
N.Y., and married about 1839 Sally
, born about 1823. They lived at
Warren, Herkimer County, N.Y., where
John was an innkeeper. He died about
1868. Sally’s death date is not known.

CHILDREN

HENRY MENZO, born about 1841;
he was alive in 1855; no further infor-
mation.

WILLIAM PHILANDER, born Dec. 16,
1848; died March 13, 1850.

PROBABLY OTHERS, names
unknown.
351. WILLIAMS RATHBUN

(Epaphroditus® Simeon* Benjamin®
Joseph? John'), born May 15, 1822, in
Otsego County, N.Y., and married on
Oct. 23, 1851, Sarah Ann Grime, born
August 21, 1824, parentage unknown.
They were living in 1860 at Little Falls,
N.Y., where he was a carpenter. They
apparently had no children, and nothing
more is known of them.

352. ALFRED OSBORN® RATHBUN
(Epaphroditus® Simeon* Benjamin®
Joseph? John'), born Sept. 27, 1823,
possibly in Springfield, N.Y. He was
married about 1849 to Agnes Bogie,
born in 1829, daughter of William and
Agnes P. Bogie. They lived for some
years in Springfield, later in Oneonta,
and finally in Franklin, N.Y. Agnes died
in 1899 and Alfred died in 1913.

CHILDREN

SCOTT BOGIE, born June 1, 1853;
married Julia C. Clayton.

GRENVILLE ALFRED, born Dec. 9,
1855; married Carrie A. Slade.

MARCIA, born Nov. 26, 1859; married
Dr. George W. Crosby.
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353. ROYAL ANSON® RATHBUN
(Rodney® Simeon* Benjamin® Joseph?
John'), born Aug. 30, 1825, in Vernon,
Conn. He was married on July 1, 1848,
at Hartford, Conn., to Pamela Nettleton,
born May 8, 1829, parentage unknown.
They lived for a time at New Haven,
Conn., where he was listed as a
blacksmith in 1853 and a locksmith in
1855. They moved about 1858 to lllinois,
where in 1861 he enlisted in the Second
lllinois Cavalry and fought in the Civil
War. They may have returned after the
war to Connecticut, where Pamela died
Feb. 26, 1867, at Vernon. Royal return-
ed West, and was married on Aug. 19,
1872, in Buffalo County, Wisconsin, to
Elizabeth Rafenburg, born Aug. 12,
1852, daughter of Jonah and Mary
(Warner) Rafenburg. They remained in
Buffalo County, where Royal died May
7, 1903. Elizabeth was married again on
June 8, 1905, to Hans Amundson.
Nothing more is known of her.

CHILDREN

By Mary

HATTIE M., born April 10, 1849; mar-
ried Harvey A. Harwood on Jan. 11,
1873.

JOHN L., born Jan. 25, 1852; died un-
married July 13, 1882 in Chicago.

JAMES HORACE, born July 16,
1859; married (1) Adelaide Knapp, and
(2) Flora Milne.

INEZ AMANDA, born Dec. 8, 1861;
married Charles Ward on Jan. 29, 1882.

By Elizabeth

JESSIE BELL, born Sept. 6, 1874;
married Orrin Delos Knowles (or
Knutzel?).

WILLIAM FRANKLIN, born Nov. 15,
1876; living in Montana in 1900; no
known marriage.

ROYAL EDWARD, born Jan. 15,
1878; married Nora Cook.

ANNA MAY, born Aug. 5, 1881; no
further information.

LUCY CALISTA, born April 25, 1883;
no further information.



BEDWELL, born Sept. 18, 1885; mar-
ried Lena Wight.

AVA LEONA, born Sept. 6, 1890; no
further information.

354. CHAUNCEY WHITTLESELY®
RATHBUN (Rodney® Simeon*
Benjamin® Joseph? John'), born July 1,
1832, at Vernon, Conn., and married
about 1853 Mary Evans, born about
1833 in Wales, parentage unknown. He
worked as a mill operator as a young
man, moved to New Haven, Conn., by
1854, and by 1860 to Gilmartin, Wisc.
They moved about 1886 to Odessa,
Ector County, Texas, where Mary died
in 1894. He was married on Nov. 28,
1898, to Mrs. Mollie Danport, a widow,
born in May 1855, parentage unknown.
He died there in Sept. 1911. Her death
date is not known.

CHILDREN

All by Mary
JOHN CHAUNCEY, born Dec. 19,
1854; married Elizabeth Goldenberger.
WEALTHY, born about 1856; married
Alfred Miner Feb. 27, 1876.
MINNIE E., born about 1863; married
Harvey A. Rathfon on May 30, 1887.
INEZ N., born about 1865; married
I.H. Calloway on March 18, 1891.

355. MORGAN STRICKLINS
RATHBUN (Stricklin® Simeon*
Benjamin® Joseph? John'), born May
6, 1814, in Oneida County, N.Y. He was
married April 10, 1851, to Electra
Sophronia Rathbun, born Nov. 2, 1823,
daughter of Russell® Rathbun (Job*
Benjamin® Joseph? John'). They were
living at Richland, N.Y., in 1860, but
moved soon thereafter to Pulaski,
Oswego County, where he died Oct. 10,
1866. Electa was living by 1888 at
Cleveland, Ohio, and in 1900 was in
Hopewell County, Mo. Her death date
is not known.

CHILDREN

FLORENCE ISABEL, born March 17,
1853; married (1) Albert W. Randall Nov.
30, 1876, and (2) Charles F. Mount on
Sept. 14, 1893.

EDGAR RUSSELL, born Nov. 4,
1858; no further data, but he may have
lived in Bridgeport, Conn.

EDWARD HAMILTON (twin), born
Nov. 4, 1858; married Hattie M. Camp.

356. SALAH ALWIN® RATHBUN
(Stricklin® Simeon? Benjamin® Joseph?
John'), born in October 1819 in
Richland, N.Y. He moved to Cleveland
as a young man and was married there
Oct. 12, 1848, to Caroline (or Catherine)
Champlin, born about 1828, parentage
unknown. They later moved to Holland,
Wisc, and he probably died there
sometime after 1863. A Katherine
Rathbun, possibly his widow, died Jan.
15, 1902, at Port Washington, Wisc.

CHILDREN

SARAH ANN, born Oct. 6, 1849; died
Oct. 28, 1850.

GEORGE HENRY, born April 3, 1851;
married Mary Craft.

357. EBENEZER H.® RATHBUN
(Stricklin® Simeon* Benjamin® Joseph?
John'), born March 15, 1837, at
Richland, N.Y. He was always known as
Eben. He was married April 7, 1863, to
Florence Amelia Dingley, born June 22,
1843, daughter of Amasa and Lorana
(Jackson) Dingley. They lived for many
years at Hartford, Conn., then moved in
1887 to Mexico, Chenango County,
N.Y. He served in the New York Cavalry
during the Civil War, and died at Mex-
ico on Jan. 10, 1915, Florence died
there Dec. 30, 1927.

CHILDREN

WINNIE, born April 18, 1864; no fur-
ther data.

CORA B., born Dec. 28, 1873; no fur-
ther data.

ADA M., born July 28, 1877; married
Carl Taylor.

358. EDWARD® RATHBUN (Salah®
Simeon* Benjamin® Joseph? John'),
born Sept. 17, 1822, at Hartford, Conn.,
and was married April 11, 1846, to Han-
nah Stanton Minor, born in 1828,
possibly the daughter of James Miner.

They moved to Brooklyn, N.Y., where
he was a prosperous tea merchant. He
died there on May 14, 1854, leaving
Hannah with two young sons. She
moved to Springfield, lllinois, about
1856, and was married there on June
12, 1858, to Dr. John H. Shearer. They
later moved to Wellsboro, Penn., where
she died Oct. 20, 1879. (See our
Historian of April 1991 for her close
friendship with Mary Lincoln, wife of
President Abraham Lincoln).

CHILDREN

EDWARD, born about 1848; died in
1864.

JAMES MINER, born about 1851;
married Ida White.

359. FREDERICK HAMILTONS
RATHBUN (Salah® Simeon* Benjamin3
Joseph? John'), born July 21, 1843, at
Glastonbury, Conn. He was married
May 4, 1865, to Mary E. Smith, born Ju-
ly 18, 1842, daughter of Captain Jehu
Smith. They were living as late as 1900
at Hartford, Conn. Nothing more is
known of them. She may be the Mary
Rathbun who died April 4, 1901, at the
Conn. Hospital for the Insane at Mid-
dletown.

CHILDREN

LORETTA M., born Sept. 11, 1866;
married Albert E. House Oct. 26, 1898.

BURTON HAMILTON, born July 3,
1869; married Nellie Post Thompson.

EDWARD A., born Jan. 20, 1871;
died August 6, 1871.

FANNIE A., born May 29, 1873; died
August 2, 1873.

LOTTIE S., born May 11, 1875; mar-
ried Edward Walter House on Aug. 29,
1892.

360. WILLIAM ALBON® RATHBUN
(Charles® Simeon* Benjamin® Joseph?
John'), born Oct. 14, 1820, at
Williamstown, N.Y. He was married
March 4, 1845, at Sandy Creek,
Oswego County, N.Y., to Eliza Bradley
Stevens, born Sept. 17, 1825, parent-
age unknown. William died July 1, 1876,

(continued to page 60)
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at Oswego, N.Y., and Eliza died Feb.
15, 1891, at the home of her son Julian
at Kane, Pa. Both are buried at River-
side Cemetery, Oswego.

CHILDREN

HARRIET ANTOINETTE, born Dec.
14, 1846; married George H. Hess on
Sept. 4, 1864.

JULIAN HUMPHREY, born May 17,
1852; married Katherine Forbes.

361. RANDOLPH L.® RATHBUN
(Charles® Simeon* Benjamin® Joseph?
John'), born August 6, 1838, at
Williamstown, N.Y. He was married
there on June 1, 1862, to Mary E.
Ballard, born in January 1844, daughter
of William H. Ballard. She died the
following year on June 26, 1863, and he
was married August 21, 1864, to Ellen
M. Potts, born March 12, 1836, paren-
tage unknown. He served in the New
York Volunteers during the Civil War.
She died May 28, 1902, at
Williamstown, and he died there July 16,
1922. Both are buried at Fairview
Cemetery.

CHILDREN

MATTIE STEVENS, born in April
1863; possibly the Mattie Rathbun who
married Philip Smith Dec. 26, 1885, in
Bay County, Michigan.

IDA BELLE, born Sept. 10, 1866;
married George Hicks.

AHAVA, born Dec. 29, 1867; died un-
married in 1961, age 94.

CLARA B., born Dec. 26, 1871; mar-
ried Marshall.

362. AMIZIAH RILEY® RATHBUN
(Joshua® William* Job® Joseph?
John'), born March 3, 1801, probably
at Howard, N.Y. He was married twice,
but the names of his wives are not
known. He lived for many years at
Howard, and was postmaster at what
was known as Rathbun’s Settlement
from 1832 to 1842. He later lived at
Avoca, where he died August 23, 1879,
and was buried at Howard. Nothing is
known of his wives. He is listed in the
census of 1865 as married, but no wife
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appears. He was called a widower in
1875.

CHILDREN (Probably)

WILLIAM HARRIS, born Sept. 12,
1823; married Mareda McDowell.

CORNELIUS, born about 1825; mar-
ried Mary Ferguson.

PROBABLY OTHERS,
unknown.

names

363. WILLIAM MASON BROWNS
RATHBUN (Job% William* Job®
Joseph? John'), born Dec. 14, 1824, at
Howard, N.Y. He was married March
27, 1849, at Cohocton, N.Y., to Sarah
Arabella Potter, born in March 1828,
daughter of Gideon Fay Potter and Zer-
viah (Patchin) Potter. They lived for a
few years in Howard, then moved to Fre-
mont, where he was justice of the peace
in 1859 and supervisor in 1867. He died
at Fremont on Oct. 8, 1888. Cooley
reported that Sarah was married a
second time to French Buck, but she
was listed as Sarah Rathbun in the 1900
census. Her death date is not known.

CHILDREN

FAY POTTER, born August 31, 1851;
married Sarah Stearns.

MARY, born April 17, 1856; died in
1864.

364. JOB BEEBE® RATHBUN (Job®
William* Job® Joseph? John'), born
June 18, 1829, at Howard, N.Y. He
moved as a young man to Rochelle,
Ogle County, lllinois, and was married
there on Sept. 25, 1854, to Olive Marie
Buck, born May 21, 1832, parentage
unknown. They moved in 1871 by
covered wagon to Crab Orchard,
Johnson County, Neb., where he had a
farm of 3,000 acres. Olive died Nov. 13,
1881, and he was married again on Nov.
12, 1891, to Frances (Bailey) Beatty, a
widow. He lived for some years at Grant,
Gage County, and Dewitt, Saline Coun-
ty, but returned to Crab Orchard and
died there on March 24, 1908, after a
stroke. His second wife survived him,
but her death date is not known.

Job Beebe Rathbun
1829-1908

CHILDREN

FANNY REBECCA, born June 16,
1855; married Charles J. Ojers on Aug.
20, 1871.

CLARENCE LLEWELLEN, born April
25, 1857; married Mary Nailand.

EDWARD GRANT, born Dec. 26,
1859; married Nellie Whipple.

IDA JANE, born April 20, 1860; died
June 3, 1860.

CHARLES ELWORTH, born June 28,
1861; married Ida May Hill.

CELESTIA ISABELLA, born June 16,
1863; married John H. Craig on Sept.
16, 1880.

ELLA MAY, born July 12, 1869; died
Nov. 28, 1880.

Longevity Record

In our first issue (January 1981), we
reported that the longest-lived member
of our family was Frank Rathbun, then
aged 104, living in a California nursing
home. We have just learned from Social
Security records that this Frank
Rathbun died in November 1981 at the
age of 105—surely a record for our
family. Frank (real name Francis) was
a son of William’ Rathbun (Alexander®
Alfred® Job* Benjamin® Joseph?
John'). He apparently never married
(bachelors take note!).
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“Lighthouse Fund.” The contributions
are tax-deductible.

We will then write an Association
check for the total amount contributed,
and send it to Block Island with the list
of donors.

Our first check for $900 represented
$830 from 43 members, and a $70 con-
tribution from our Association funds. A
list of the donors appears in this issue,
although we are not revealing the
amounts of individual donations.

Our contributions were led by one
donation of $110, from a member who
wrote, ‘‘This represents $10 for me, and
$10 for each of my Rathbun ancestors
back to the first John.”

There was also a donation of $50, one
of $40, several of $30 and $25, a few
of $20 and the rest of $10—the amount
we had suggested as a contribution.

One donation with an interesting let-
ter came from Captain Ben and Rosalie
Rathbun of Noank, Conn. Mrs. Rathbun
wrote, “Being so close to Block Island,
we feel the need to save the lighthouse
more than most others. My father-in-law,
my husband and now our son have
used the light as a guide many times on
fishing trips and charter trips. It's been
part of our lives for a long time.”

If you want to contribute, please do
it soon. We would like to send our se-
cond check to Block Island by Nov. 20.

Following is a list of members who
have already made contributions to the
Block Island lighthouse fund, listed
alphabetically: Evelyn Anderson,
Charles Boardman, John and Mary Ann
Bowen, Arthur Burris, Christopher
Davenport, Betty Drake, Clarice Flehar-
ty, Virginia Fraser, Beverly (Rathbun)
Gillette, Cheryl Jensen, Kathleen
Kopke, Rachel Laurgaard, Rhonda
(Rathbun) Leonard, Edith Lepp!a,
Rosma (Rathbun) Limbeck, Lydia
(Rathbun) Littlefield, Bernice (Rathbun)
Mann, William and Louise Marsh, Loren
Marvin, Muriel (Rathbun) Mercer, Elsie
Phillips, Benjamin and Rosalie Rathbun,
Bruce Rathbun, Earl and Marjorie
Rathbun, Frank and Dorothy Rathbun,
Frank and Hazel Rathbun, Fred and

Shirley Rathbun, Gaal and Mildred
Rathburn, Helen M. Rathbun, Helene
Rathbun, Laverne and Marge Rathbun,
Lawrence and Helen Rathbun, Robert
L. Rathbun, Robert and Harriet
Rathbone, Roland Rathbun, Russell

Corrections

and Norma Rathbun, Vera Rathbun,
Warren and Millicent Rathbun, James
Stites, Beatrice (Rathbun) St. Onge,
Fern (Rathbun) Thompson, Robert and
LaPrelle (Rathbone) Weatherford, Hazel
Wood.

Jane, wife of James V.6 Rathbun
(Amiziah® Job* Benjamin® Joseph?
John'), died May 30, 1898, not 1989!
Isabella Palmer Rathbun, daughter of
Guy Wheeler Rathbun, brother of
James, married David M. Sarvis, not
Saris, widower of her sister Alice. (July
1991 issue, page 41-42). Our thanks to
Dorothy Mueller.

In our April 1991 issue (Page 26), we
incorrectly stated that Joel Rathbun’s
wife, Sarah, was still living in 1870. His
wife’s name was Frances, not Sarah.
Our thanks to Dr. Earl Antes for noting
this error.

In our October 1981 Historian, page
62, we reported that Mary Rathbun,
daughter of Ebenezer® Rathbun
(William? John') had married
Christopher Kenyon on Dec. 12, 1759.
This information came from Cooley’s
Rathbone Genealogy. It now seems
more likely that the Mary who married
Kenyon was Mary (Foster) Rathbun,
widow of Daniel* Rathbun (John3-21),
(see July 1981 issue, page 44). The
marriage took place in Exeter, R.l.,
where Daniel Rathbun died late in 1758.
Mary Foster was possibly the daughter
of Caleb and Elizabeth Foster.
Christopher Kenyon, born in 1738, was
the illegitimate son of Abigail Kenyon,
daughter of John and Abigail (Rich-
mond) Kenyon, who died unmarried in
1746.

Elizabeth, the widow of David®
Rathbun (Amos® Thomas*2 John?), is
probably the Elizabeth Rathbun who
married Archibald Fisher on May 1,
1856, in Auglaize County, Ohio. If so,
she was not the Betsey Rathbun living
with David’s brother Abiather in 1880.
(Historian of July 1989, page 44).

In our April 1991 issue, page 47, we
incorrectly listed the lineage of Charles
A. Rathbun, who died June 12, 1991, at
the age of 29. He was the son of the late
Charles'® Rathbun (George®® James’
Joseph®5 George* —not Jeremiah—
Joseph32 John'). We have also
learned that Rathbun was beaten to
death, reportedly after he tried to break
up a fight. His accused killer, Matthew
Sprague, 18, was convicted of second-
degree murder in late September, and
sentenced to 26 years in prison. Our
thanks to Rob Rathbun and Fred C.
Rathbun.

Two corrections to page five of our
January 1991 issue. Joseph Clifford
Hendrix was born in 1853, not 1835, and
became president of the National Bank
of Commerce (not Congress!).

The wife of Hiram® Rathbun (Saxton®
Valentine* Joshua® John?!), was Otse
Chappell, not Blakely. She was the
daughter of Ashael Chappell. This
family appeared on page 10 of our
January 1988 issue. Our thanks to Rob
Rathbun.

The middle name of Millard Rathbun,
son of William Riley® Rathbun
(Amiziah® Job* Benjamin® Joseph?
John'), was Taylor, not Fillmore. He
was named for Presidents Millard
Fillmore and Zachary Taylor. His sisters
were Almira, who died young, and
Almina, who married Joseph Creasey.
(July 1991 issue, page 41). Our thanks
to Gerald Reser.

Charity Valentine Rathbun, daughter
of Alfred® Rathbun (Alfred5 Job*
Benjamin? Joseph? John'), married as
her second husband a Mr. Noriis. His
first name was not Norris. (July 1991
issue, page 42).
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Rathbun WQman Minister Son’s Death Brings

) Rathbone Mother
Runs R.l. Nudist Camp  Chain of Tragedy

A Rathbun widow is making headlines
in Rhode Island as the minister of a
small church which runs a nudist camp.

Beulah Rathbun, 72, has been the
leader since 1987 of the Church of Pan,
which operates the 25-acre Dyer Woods
Nudist Camp near Foster, R.I.

Mrs Rathbun is the widow of Neil
Rathbun (1919-1978), son of Joseph®
Rathbun (George® Joseph’ Charles®
Amos® John* Jonathan® JohnZ'). Ac-
cording to newspaper accounts, she
and her husband began camping at the
Dyers Woods Nudist Camp .in 1970.
After Neil’s death, she became active
in the camp management, and in 1982
was named camp manager and assis-
tant to Rev. Kenneth Walker, who
founded the church and camp in the
1960’s.

When Rev. Walker died in 1987, Mrs.
Rathbun succeeded him as minister
and camp director. She says the camp
attracts people of all ages throughout
Rhode Island and surrounding states.
Last year, she presided over a camp
wedding that was most unusual by nor-

WE THANK the following members who
have sent in family data, pictures, clip-
pings and other materials; Adelaide
Titus, Dorothy Mueller, Bruce Rathbun,
Loren Marvin, Kathy Kopke, Betty
Drake, Darleen Boyle, Susie Carter
Baston, Muriel Mercer, Alvin Moore,
Robert L. Rathbun, Fred C. Rathbun,
Rachel Laurgaard, Gerald Reser, Claire
Bergeron, Gloria Kelly, Jackie Schryer,
Vickie Kelly, Janet and Grove Rathbun,
Jim Stites, Edith Leppla, David E.
Rathbun, Helene Rathbun, Ruth
Hatzenbuhler, Barbara Jordan, Mary
Vincent, Rob Rathbun, Beverly Gillette,
Helen Heyart, Russell Rathbun, Lauren
Landis, R. Van Rathbun, George Ross,
Bill Hosking, Lydia Littlefield, Virginia
Snowden, Rosma Limbeck, Clarice
Fleharty, Lola Phillips, Bruce Mark
Rathbun.
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mal standards—the minister, the bride
and groom, and nearly 70 guests were
all nude.

Members of the Church of Pan think
society has distorted God’s intentions
by viewing the human body as obscene.
They are also avid conservationists, and
are working to preserve a 175-acre
forest and wildlife preserve owned by
the church next to the camp.

The church congregation consists of
about 20 families, with another 20
families who use the camp and another
40 families who visit frequently.

Mrs. Rathbun says many of the
campers are members of other
churches, and leave the camp on Sun-
day mornings—fully clothed—to attend
services at nearby conventional
churches.

Post Office Goof
Misdirects Mail

At least three letters sent to us by
members in September were returned
because of a post office ‘“‘goof.”

The letters, all properly addressed
and stamped, were sorted incorrectly,
and assigned to the wrong route. The
carrier on that route, instead of sending
them back to the post office for resort-
ing, incorrectly marked them “Att”’—
(for attempted delivery) and stamped
them ““Return to Sender.”

Fortunately, the three senders put the
letters and the original envelopes in
another envelope, and mailed them
again. So we did receive them, although
a week to 10 days late. We have notified
our post office, and corrective steps are
being taken.

If any other members have had letters
addressed to us that were returned,
please send them again, enclosing the
first envelope so that we can let the post
office know.

A Rathbone woman in Virginia has
undergone a heart-wrenching ex-
perience which could hardly be equalled
for pure tragedy.

According to newspaper accounts,
Mrs. Bessie Rathbone of Dinwiddie,
Virginia, suffered through the following
chain of horrors.

In October, 1985, her 22-year-old son
by a former marriage, William ‘““‘Pete”’
Norwood, was shot by a holdup man
while working in a service station near
his home.

Several hours later, after doctors
determined that he could not live, Mrs.
Rathbone signed a release authorizing
use of her son’s body parts for
transplants.

This action, meant to be a generous
gesture to help save other lives, turned
out instead to be a death sentence for
others. Unknown to his mother or the
doctors, young Norwood was infected
with the AIDS virus.

A total of 56 transplants were made
from Norwood’s body—including his
heart, kidneys, liver, corneas and 52
skin and bone grafts.

Three of the recipients have already
died of AIDS and at least three others
have tested HIV-positive.

His grief-stricken family has again
gone through anguish and heartbreak.
“It’s like Pete died all over again,” said
one. We do not know the identity of Mrs.
Rathbone, but she is possibly con-
nected to the unidentified North
Carolina Rathbones.

JAMES E. LAMOUREUX JR. and Deb-
bie Goeschel were married August 31,
1991, in Rhode Island. James, a cap-
tain in the U.S. Air Force, is the son of
our members, James E. and Ella May
(Rathbun) Lamoureux, and grandson of
our member Helen M.'0 Rathbun
(Ernest® Charles® Seneca’ John®
Joseph® Joshua* John321), and
Helen's husband, the late Edward'®
Rathbun (George® Raymond® Amy’
Olney® Joshua5 Anthony* Samuel®
Thomas? John').



Obituaries

DIED — August 17, 1991, William J.
Rathbun, 78, of Chetek, Wisconsin. He
is survived by his wife, Ethel; his sister,
Rosma (Rathbun) Limbeck, a member
of our Association; a stepdaughter,
Marijean Zahorski, and two step-
grandchildren. He was the son of
William®  Rathbun  (Jonathan’
Thomas®® John* Samuel® Thomas?
John).

DIED — July 31, 1991, Hazel Irene
(Rathbun) Ritchie, 84, at Westerly, R.I.
A charter member of our Association,
she is survived by two sons, Chesley
and Raymond Ritchie; four grand-
children, and two great-grandchifdren.
She was the daughter of Charles®
Rathbun (Amos? Newman® Jonathan®
John#1),

DIED — January 27, 1991, Gordon
Perry Rathbun, 76, at Fort Pierce,
Florida. He is survived by his wife of 52
years, Glenna Rathbun; son Gary
Gordon Rathbun; daughter Lee Ellen
Hildreth; five grandchildren, and a
brother Dean Rathbun. He was the son
of Franklin® Rathbun (Morris® Franklin”
Lucius® Jonathan54 John321),

DIED — Feb. 6, 1991, Charles Alden
Rathbun, 76, of Montreat, N.C. He is
survived by his wife, Juliet; a son, Alden
Rathbun, and one grandchild. A native
of Minden, Louisiana, he was probably
a great-grandson of Lysander®
Rathbun (Joel® Benjamin*2 Joseph?
John'), who lived in Minden. We do not
know the names of his parents or grand-
parents.

DIED — August 9, 1991, Irving E.
Rathbun Jr. in Monticello, Miss. He is
survived by his widow, Peggy; two
daughters, Donna Blackburn and
Pamela Martin; four grandchildren; a
brother, Harold E. Rathbun, and two
sisters, Esther Palethorpe and Barbara
Sandri. He was the son of Irving E.°
Rathbun (George® Asher” Christopher®
Jonathan® Isaiah* Jonathan® John?).

DIED — January 3, 1991, Carl L.
Phillips, 72, of Athens, Ohio. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Lola; a son, daughter,
and two stepdaughters; several grand-
children, and his mother, Nellie Phillips.
Lola Phillips is the daughter of Arthur
Lieuellen and Ora Jane® Rathburn
(David” Lewis® David® Edmund*
John321),

DIED — July 14, 1991, Clinton (Bud)
Whitman, 79, of Zion, lllinois. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Mary Pearl; a son,
James; two grandchildren, and a sister.
Mary Pearl, a member of our Associa-
tion, is descended from Nathan Walton
and Sarah® Rathbun (Joseph®
Jonathan* John32),

DIED — June 19, 1991, Deloris Adele
Rathbun, 63, of Topeka, Kansas. She
is survived by her husband, William
Harley Rathbun; a daughter, Linda Jo
Woods, and a son, Dan Ray Rathbun;
five grandchildren; three great-
grandchildren, and two sisters. William
Harley Rathbun is the son of William®
Rathbun (Daniel® William? Daniel®
William® Daniel* Joshua® John?").

DIED — July 26, 1991, Carrol L.
Rathbun, 64, of Tulsa, Oklahoma. He is
survived by his widow, Jean; two
daughters, Kim and Joy, and a sister,
Mrs. Esther Cassell, a member of our
Association. He was the son of Claude®
Rathbun (Edwin’ Ebenezer®> Thomas*
Jonathan?® William? John').

DIED — July 28, 1991, Jack Howard
Rathbone, 76, at Wichita, Kansas. He
is survived by his wife, Jerry; a son,
Michael E. Rathbone; daughter Kay A.
Johnson; six grandchildren, and two
great-grandchildren. He was the son of
Clarence® Rathbone (Howard® Elijah?
Amasa® Moses® Joshua* Jonathan3
John?1),

New Data

Sarah Williams, the wife of Thomas®
Rathbun (Thomas* Jonathan?® William?
John') was born March 8, 1768, in Col-
chester, Conn., the daughter of
Abraham and Vesta (Hunt) Williams.
Thanks to Rob Rathbun.

In our January 1989 issue, among the
children of Charles® Rathbun (Joshua®
Amos* Joshua® John?') and his sec-
ond wife Margaret Stewart, we listed a
daughter Ellie or Elizabeth born about
1851 and died at age 17. This daughter
actually Etta or Ettie Rathbun, born
June 21, 1858, died March 28, 1876,
aged 17 years, nine months and five
days. Our thanks to Helen Heyart.

In our April 1986 Historian (page 27),
we listed two possible daughters,
Melissa and Sarah, among the children
of Stephen Calhoun® Rathbun (Daniel®
John*1). Neither, it turns out, were
daughters. Melissa was the wife of
Stephen’s son Abraham. They were
married May 1, 1855, in Becket, Mass.,
when Abraham was about 25 and
Melissa only 13. They were living in
1855 with Melissa’s parents, William
and Sarah Barden. We had assumed
that Sarah and Melissa were sisters.
Our thanks to Rob Rathbun, who found
the marriage record of Abraham and
Melissa in Massachusetts records. It
also seems likely that Stephen C.
Rathbun’s wife was named Fannie. A
Fannie Rathbun, aged 54, was living in
1860 at Monson, Mass, with George
Morris and his wife, Sarah, aged 41.
This Sarah may have been a daughter
of Stephen.

In our issue of January 1991 (page
13), we reported that Mary Rathbun,
daughter of Joel® Rathbun (Joel®
Benjamin*® Joseph? John'), possibly
married Williams Coats. It seems more
likely that she is the Mary Rathbun who
married John Schneider on May 22,
1880, in New Orleans, La. Our thanks
to Rob Rathbun.
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People

CAPTAIN BENJAMIN RATHBUN of
Noank, Conn., has been appointed to
the New England Fisheries Council, a
group which sets limits for commercial
fishing on New England coasts. He had
served for the past six years on the Na-
tional Sea Grant Commission. Captain
Ben is the son of Benjamin® Rathbun
(Benjamin®  William? Benjamin®
Samuel® Elijah* Samuel®2 John').

GERALD AND DONIS RESER of
Rossville, Kansas, celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary August 11, with a
family party hosted by their children,
Gerald, Donna Wamego and Cheryl
Hatfield. Gerald is the son of Joseph H.
Reser and Ruby Fern® Rathbun
(Millard” William® Amiziah5 Job*
Benjamin3 Joseph? John').

BEVERLY GILLETTE was among a
group of members of the Colonial
Dames of America who participated in
the Herkimer County (NY) bicentennial
parade on June 8. She wore a hand-
made period costume. Beverly is cor-
responding secretary of the New York
Colonial Dames group, which includes
women who can trace their ancestry to
persons living in one of the original 13
colonies before 1701. Beverly is the
daughter of James® Rathbun (James®
John7® Thomas® John* Thomas®
Samuel? John').

PAUL AND ROSMA LIMBECK have
become great-grandparents for the first
time. Alexander Scott Noack was born
on June 28, 1991, at Winfield, lll., son
of Scott Paul and Brenda Noack and
grandson of the Limbecks’ daughter,
Jeannine. Rosma is the daughter of
William Jonathan® Rathbun (Jonathan’
Thomas®® John* Samuel® Thomas?
John').

KATHRYN ALZINA HATZENBUHLER
and Jody Lee McMahon were married
July 20, 1991, at Bennington, Vi.
Kathryn is the granddaughter of our
member Ruth® (Rathburn) Hatzen-
buhler (Jesse® Albert” Allen® Josiah®
Job?# Joshua® John?1).
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Mary Anne Cummins
Delaware, Ohio

Mary Lynn Hermansky
Apollo, Pa.

Helen Heyart
Russellville, Ark.

Bruce Mark Rathbun
Copperas Cove, Texas

New Members

Gail B. Rathbun
Woodside, Calif.

Louis Rathbun
Lansing, Mich.

Laura Rutkowski
Catskill, N.Y.

Carol G. Selario
Vienna, Va.

Susan Allyn Smith
Nicolaus, Calif.

LAPRELLE AND BOB WEATHER-
FORD of Phoenix, Arizona, had an
eventful month of September. Bob
celebrated his 80th birthday on
September 2 and LaPrelle marked her
80th on September 10. On September
19, they celebrated their 56th wedding
anniversary with a trip to Seattle, where
they visited her cousins, Edison and
Polly Rathbone and Veora (Rathbone)
Rotter. “It was the best trip of our lives,”
LaPrelle wrote your editor. She is the
daughter of Virgil® Rathbone (Albert’
Amos®5 Thomas*?® John?'). Bob,
former mayor of Independence, Mo.,
recently donated 19 scrapbooks cover-
ing his mayoral terms to the In-
dependence City Archives, inaugurating
a ““Mayors’ Collection.”

WILLIAM T. RATHBUN Ill and
Christine Dixon Crego were married
March 23, 1991, at Camp Hill, Pa. He
is the son of William T.° Rathbun
(William&7 John®% Daniel* Joshua®
John?'). His brother, John Rathbun,
was best man.

FAY AND CORA RATHBONE of Havre,
Mont., celebrated their 68th wedding
anniversary on April 12, 1991. Fay, aged
94, is the son of Albert® Rathbone
(Philander” Lyman® Paris® Gideon*
John321),

RUSSELL AND NORMA RATHBUN
will remember 1991 as “Reunion Year.”
On July 30, they attended a Denver-
area Rathbun reunion attended by 75
people. In early August, they attended
a Kansas reunion of about 95 Rathbuns,
mostly descended from Russell’s great-
uncle Elon Rathbun. They had earlier at-
tended our Association’s National Re-
union in Springfield, lll. Russell is the
son of Clark® (John7® Alfred® Job*
Benjamin® Joseph? John').

MURIEL AND WILLIAM MERCER en-
joyed a sunset cruise on the
reconstructed sloop Providence on Lake
Huron during the summer. They cruised
around Thunder Bay for about two
hours. The original Providence was the
ship commanded by Captain John Peck
Rathbun during the Revolutionary War.
Muriel is the daughter of Winifred®
Rathbun (Dutee® George’ Joshua®
Acors® Joshua*3 John?).

CLIFFORD B. MUELLER, an American
soldier serving in Germany, recently
spent two weeks working on a farm, as
he used to do in civilian days. He par-
ticipated in a Farm Help Program, which
assigns American soldiers for two-week
stints on German farms. Clifford is the
son of our members, Harold Mueller and
Dorothy'® Rathbun (Curtis® Henry®
William’? Gideon® Job% Gideon*
John321), Another son, Philip, is serv-
ing on Guam with the U.S. Navy.




