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Genealogy: The Sixth 
Generation in America 
381. THOMAS6 RATHBUN (Aarons 
Thomas4-3 Samuel2 John 1), born Feb. 
20, 1798, in Lisbon, Conn. He was mar­
ried about 1823 to Sarah Howland, born 
about 1802, daughter of Stephen and 
Mary (Aldrich) Howland . They lived for 
a few years in Blackstone, Mass., then 
in Slatersville, R.I.; Lebanon and Plain­
field , Conn., and then moved about 
1836 to Buffalo, N.Y., where he 
operated a stone quarry. He died at Buf­
falo on Nov. 14, 1866, His wife died Feb. 
7, 1880. 

CHILDREN 

MARY ANN, born Dec. 24, 1824; mar­
ried Nathaniel Emerson on Feb. 19, 
1844. 

EMELINE, born Dec. 20, 1826; mar­
ried (1) Orange Burrows on Nov. 4, 
1845, and (2) ___ Zimmerman. 

CHARLES HOWLAND, born Jan. 23, 
1829; married (1) Mary Jane Furey, and 
(2) Delanie Moses. 

EDWIN, born about 1831; died 
young. 

FRANK AARON, born in Sept. 1845; 
married Rebecca Read. 

382. ELlAS6 RATHBUN (Aarons 
Thomas4-3 Samuel2 John 1), born 
March 30, 1800, in Lisbon, Conn. He 
married on Feb. 10, 1824, Elizabeth 
Campbell, born April 18, 1800, paren­
tage unknown. He was a stone mason 
and lived for a time in Willimatic, Conn. , 
then about 1833 moved to Hartford, 
Conn. He was in Buffalo, N.Y., in 1858, 
and New Haven, Conn., in 1860, but 
then returned to Hartford, where his wife 
died on April 13, 1863. He died there on 
June 14, 1867. 

CHILDREN 

EMILY AUGUSTA, born June 26, 
1826; married William H. Kelsey on 
Sept. 8, 1846. 

FRANCES JANE, born Oct. 4, 1827; 
died July 27, 1828. 

EARL STANTON, born Feb. 13, 
1830; married (1) Mabel Fletcher; (2) 
Emma A. Slocum; (3) Mary Ann (Sher-
man) Fisher, and (4) Eva L. _ _ _ 

JULIUS GILMAN, born June 9, 1833; 
married Martha Buell. 

HENRY CLINTON, born July 11, 
1844; died Aug . 27, 1845. 

383. PATRICK6 RATHBUN (Aarons 
Thomas4-3 Samuel2 John 1) , born April 
15, 1801 , in Lisbon, Conn. A stone 
mason, he was married on Jan. 23, 
1825, to Elmira Frost, born April 18, 
1800, parentage unknown. They lived 
for several years in Paxton, then 
Worcester, Mass., and about 1828 went 
back to Lisbon. They moved by the 
1840s to Pike County, ilL, where she 
died August 18, 1845. He was married 
on April 9, 1849, to Margaret Jane 
Wilkinson, a widow, born Nov. 14, 1813, 
parentage and first husband unknown. 
He died January 5, 1854, probably in 
Pike County. His widow moved to 
Lebanon, Cooper County, Missouri, 
where she died in 1886. 

CHILDREN 

By Elmira 
HENRY, born Oct. 11 , 1825; married 

Elizabeth Rose. 
GEORGE, born April 12, 1827; died 

April 8, 1828. 
SILAS M., born Feb. 21 , 1829; mar­

ried Melissa Livingston. 
SEREPHINA, born Jan. 12, 1832; no 

further information. 

By Margaret 
FRANCES ELMIRA, born May 3, 

1850; married Washington P. Kelly on 
April 9, 1872. 

AMELIA JANE, born Jan. 10, 1854; 
married John Curnett on April 11 , 1874. 

384. AARON6 RATHBUN (AaronS 
Thomas4-3 Samuel2 John1) , born July 
29, 1804, in Lisbon, Conn. He was mar­
ried Sept. 29,1829, in Uxbridge, Mass., 
to Julia E. Jenckes, born July 31, 1813, 
daughter of Job and Sarah (Aldrich) 
Jenckes. (See our Historian of January 
1987 for the interesting stories of 
Aaron's life and that of his son Oscar). 
Aaron died March 24, 1854, in Woon­
socket, R.1. His widow married Israel 
White on June 13, 1859, and died Dec. 
31, 1872. 

CHILDREN 

OSCAR JENCKES, born March 12, 
1832; married Rachel Harris. 

385. SAMUEL6 RATHBUN 
(Thomass-4-3 Samuel2 John·1), born 
Feb. 28, 1793, in Washington County, 
N.Y. He was married about 1815 in 
Montgomery County, N.Y., to Jane 
Vroman, born May 13, 1795, daughter 
of John and Anna (Scheffler) Vroman. 
They lived for a few years in Mindon, 
Montgomery County, then moved to 
Elkland, Tioga County, Pa., where they 
were among the pioneer settlers. He 
was in the lumber business for many 
years. He died at Elkland on March 23, 
1847. Jane died there March 18, 1876. 

CHILDREN 

HENRY, born March 6,1816; married 
Marian Owens. 

MARY, born June 9, 1819; married 
Henry Denninney. 

JOHN, born Jan. 28, 1821 ; married 
Elizabeth Vroman. 

ELIZA, born about 1824; married 
William Heysham, widower of her sister 
Elizabeth, about 1849. 

SUSAN ANNETTE, born Sept. 13, 
1826; married Philip Perkins on Jan. 1, 
1846. 

(continued on page 26) 
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ELIZABETH, born May7, 1829; mar­
ried William Heysham about 1847, and 
died the following year. 

ORSEMUS, born about 1831 ; mar­
ried (1) Margaret Mathers; (2) Mary 
Watkins, and (3) Louise Sigler. 

SAMUEL, born about 1833; married 
Mary (Smith?). 

THOMAS, born March 20, 1838; mar­
ried (1) Sarah Ann Vroman, and (2) Mary 
L. Fleming. 

JOB, born March 8, 1841 ; married 
Susan Tubbs. 

GEORGE MIFFLIN DALLAS, born 
about 1844; married Elizabeth 
Powelson. 

386. THOMAS6 RATHBUN 
(Thomas5-4-3 Samuel2 John'), born 
about 1800 probably in Washington 
County, N.Y., and was married about 
1821 to Nancy Vroman, born about 
1803, probable daughter of John and 
Anna (Scheffler) Vroman. They moved 
to Jasper, Steuben County, N.Y., later 
to Pennsylvania, and about 1844 to 
Windsor, Dane County, Wisconsin. 
They moved by 1860 to Reedsburg, 
Sauk County, Wisc., where he died in 
1876. His widow died some time after 
1883, in the Dakota Territory. 

CHILDREN 

GARRET, born about 1822; married 
Susanna Sidler. 

WILLIAM WILSON, born Sept. 29, 
1824; married Julia Perry. 

JANE, born about 1828; married 
Volney Spink on Aug. 30, 1849. 

ELIZABETH, born about 1833; mar-
ried ___ Jones. 

BALDWIN, born June 13, 1838; mar­
ried Lydia J. Sparks. 

ALVAH, born about 1840; joined the 
Union Army in 1862 during the Civil War 
and died in October 1862 of wounds suf­
fered in action. 

ARMENIA, born about 1843; possibly 
married a Vroman. 

387. ORSEMUS6 RATHBUN 
(Thomas5-4-3 Samuel2 John'), born 
Dec. 20, 1811 , at Greenfield, Saratoga 
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County, N.Y. He moved with his parents 
to Tioga County, Pa. , and was married 
there May 24, 1835, to Betsey Cook, 
born about 1816, daughter of Levi and 
Betsey Cook. They lived in Allegheny 
County, N.Y., for several year, moved 
back to Tioga County for several years, 
then moved in September 1844 to Kent 
County, Michigan, settling in Caledonia. 
He died there in September 1887. 
Betsey's death date is not known. 

CHILDREN 

SYLVIA, born in January 1836; died 
July 4, 1857. 

LEVI COOK, born Dec. 27, 1839; 
married Alzina Streeter. 

ALMERON D., born in 1843; enlisted 
in the Union Army in the Civil War and 
was killed in action at Murfreesboro 
(Stone River) Tennessee, in January 
1863. 

JAMES BUCHANAN, born Jan. 8, 
1846; married (1) Thurza Tobey, and (2) 
Liona Cornell. 

CHARLES, born in 1848; died young. 
SAMUEL B., born Aug. 30, 1851; 

married Dora __ _ 
FRANKLIN R. , born Sept. 4, 1855; 

married Hattie J. Sanborn. 
LINCOLN ARTHUR, born May 21 , 

1858; married Mary Estella Rowland. 

388. BALDWIN6 RATHBUN (Erastus5 

Thomas4-3 Samuel2 John'), born 
March 28, 1811 , in Lisbon, Conn. He 
moved with his parents to Pennsylvania, 
and was married there in Luzerne Coun­
ty on April 20, 1839, to Sophrona Green, 
born Jan. 26, 1817, daughter of William 
and Philoma (Love) Green. They lived 
in Luzerne County for three years, then 
in May 1842 moved to Clinton County, 
Iowa. They bought 120 acres at Deep 
Creek in 1846 and built a log cabin in 
what was then a wilderness, with In­
dians as their only neighbors. By 1850 
they were in Fairfield Township , 
Jackson County, Iowa, near the town of 
Maquoketa. Baldwin died there on Jan. 
19, 1885. Sophrona lived another 16 
years. She was a midwife and reported­
ly delivered over 75 babies. She had her 
right hand amputated because of 
cancer in 1897, at the age of 80, and 
died on July 26, 1901, aged 84. 
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CHILDREN 

DANA ANDERSON, born March 21 , 
1841 ; enlisted in the Union Army early 
in the Civil War and died Jan. 21 , 1863, 
at Helena, Ark. 

JANE, born Dec. 20, 1842; died July 
24, 1844. 

FERRAL REYNOLDS, born Feb. 21, 
1845; married Ellen Elvira Cunningham. 

SEVERAL OTHER CHILDREN, died 
young. 

389. NELSON6 RATHBUN (Erastus5 

Thomas4-3 Samuel2 John') , born 
March 18, 1813, in Lisbon, Conn., and 
moved with his parents to Pennsylvania. 
A carpenter, he was married there in 
Susquehanna County about 1835 to 
Louisa Gaylord, born about 1809, 
parentage unknown. They lived for a 
time in Auburn, Susquehanna County, 
then moved by 1850 to Braintrim, in 
Wyoming County. They moved in the 
early 1850s to Jackson County, Iowa, to 
join his brother Baldwin. Louisa died 
there on Nov. 9, 1856, and he was mar­
ried six months later on May 7, 1857, 
to Amanda (Rhodes) Button, born May 
7, 1814, a widow, names of parents and 
first husband unknown. She had three 
Button children-Anna, Oscar and 
Adeline. Nelson died on June 8, 1881, 
and Amanda died three years later on 
April 21 , 1884. 

CHILDREN 

All by Louise 
RUTH ANN, born in 1836; married (1) 

William Custard about 1856, and (2) 
William Armstrong on Jan. 26, 1862. 

MARY HELEN, born in 1838; married 
Israel Van Gorder. 

DANIEL, born about 1840; died in 
infancy. 

GEORGE RANSOM, born June 25, 
1842; married (1) Adelina Button, his 
step-sister, and (2) Mary Ann (Barrick) 
Oaks. 

IRENE, born May 26, 1846; married 
(1) James W. Stallop, and (2) John 
Robinson . 
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390. JOHN6 RATHBUN (ErastusS 

Thomas4-3 Samuel2 John 1). born about 
1822 in Luzerne County. Pa. He moved 
to Jackson County. Iowa. as a young 
man and was married there about 1857 
to Hannah L. Bowman. born in June 
1837. parentage unknown. They moved 
in the 1860s to Clark County. 
Washington. where he died in April 
1880. Hannah was still living in 1900. 
but her death date is not known. 

CHILDREN 

NICHOLAS 0 .. born in March 1858; 
married Sarah Catherine Brinn. 

JACOB B., born in July 1860; married 
Izola Fleming. 

CHARLES. born about 1862; married 
Ella Lawton. 

HARRIET, born about 1864; no 
further information. 

JOHN G., born in Sept. 1869; married 
Carrie Kanzler. 

EVA L. , born about 1879; married 
. Elmer Robinson on April 4, 1907. 

391. WILLlAM6 RATHBUN (Williams 
Thomas 4-3 Samuel2 John1). born May 
1, 1803, in Lisbon, Conn., and moved 
with his parents as a boy to Luzerne 
County, Pa. He moved to Elmira, N.Y., 
and was married about 1840 to Caroline 
Hunter, born April 16. 1820, parentage 
unknown. They moved sometime after 
1860 to Lowmanville, in Chemung 
County. N.Y., where he died Dec. 13, 
1884. His widow died Jan. 25, 1894. 

CHILDREN 

HULDAH, born about 1841 ; no further 
data. 

SUSAN, born in June 1843, married 
___ Van Campen. 

ARTHUR, born in August 1845; no 
further data. 

EDNA, born about 1847; married 
(?) Bigga. 

392. JOHN6 RATHBUN (Williams 
Thomas4-3 Samuel2 John 1), born about 
1815, probably in Elmira, N.Y., and mar­
ried there about 1839 Mehitable 
Carpenter, born about 1816, parentage 

unknown. He was a stone mason in 
Elmira until his death about 1876. 
Mehitable's death date is not known. 

CHILDREN 

ARCHIBALD J., born Aug. 9, 1840; 
married Letitia Searles. 

BETHIA (or PORTIA), born in 1842; 
possibly married a Reynolds. 

JAMES R., born about 1845; died 
Jan. 13, 1876. in Brooklyn. N.Y. No 
known marriage. 

ANN. born about 1847; no further 
data. 

JOHN B., born about 1850; married 
Sarah Ostrander. 

ROBERT CARPENTER, born May 
18, 1855; married Mary C. Conover. 

393. GEORGE W. 6 RATHBUN 
(Williams Thomas 4-3 Samuel2 John 1), 
born about 1818 in Elmira, N.Y. He was 
married about 1839 to Ann Eliza 
___ , born about 1823, surname 
and parentage unknown. They lived in 
Elmira until the early 1850s, when they 
moved to nearby Big Flats, where they 
were living in 1855 and 1860. Nothing 
more is known of them. 

CHILDREN 

ELIZABETH ANN, born in May 1841; 
died March 15,1851 . 

SARAH (or SOPHIA), born about 
1851; alive in 1860; no further data. 

HARRIET S., born about 1854; no fur­
ther data. 

ELIZA A. , born about 1857; no further' 
data. 

394. WATERMAN B.6 RATHBUN 
(Williams Thomas4-3 Samuel2 John 1), 

born about 1821 in Elmira, N.Y. He was 
married about 1847 to Sarah , 
born about 1827, surname and paren­
tage unknown. She died by 1860 and 
he was married to Lydia , born 
May 4, 1807, surname and parentage 
unknown. She was about 14 years older 
than him. He was a stone mason and 
lived in Dryden, Tompkins County, later 
in Southport, N.Y., and finally in 
Wellsburg, N.Y., where Lydia died Dec. 
14,1874. He survived her, but his death 
date is not known. 
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CHILD 

By Sarah 
DELINDA, born about 1847; possibly 

married a McQuade. 
(A Polly Rathbun , 23, born in Ver­

mont, was listed in his household in the 
1860 census, but was too old to be his 
daughter. She may have been a servant 
and her surname was perhaps er­
roneously listed as Rathbun.) 

395. NEHEMIAH6 RATHBUN (HenryS 
Thomas4-3 Samuel2 John 1), born about 
1805 in Lisbon, Conn. , and moved as 
a boy with his parents to Luzerne Coun­
ty, PA. He was married in the 1830s to 
Clarissa J. , born about 1804, 
surname and parentage unknown. They 
moved to Wells Townnship, in Bradford 
County, Pa., by 1850, where Clarissa 
died. He was married by 1860 to Anna 
M. , born about 1804, surname 
and parentage unknown. They moved 
to Mosherville, Tioga County, where she 
died in 1879 and he died in 1883. 

CHILDREN 

All by Clarissa 
ELIZABETH, born about 1840; alive 

in 1850; no further data. 
ISAAC, born in 1844; married Sarah 

WILLIAM, born in January 1846; mar-
ried (?) Sarah __ _ 

396. PHILETUS p.6 RATHBUN 
(HenryS Thomas4-3 Samuel2 John 1), 

born about 1811 in Luzerne County, 
Pa., and moved with his parents as a 
boy to Tioga County, Pa. He was mar­
ried about 1837 to Abigail Rowley, and 
moved to Southport, N.Y. He was a 
farmer and shoemaker, and served in 
1868 and 1869 as postmaster of 
Southport. He died there on July 28, 
1882. Abigail died there Dec. 31 , 1889. 

CHILDREN 

JOSIAH T., born in December 1838; 
married Julia A. Hovey. 

(continued on page 28) 
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ORLANDO S. , born in February 1840; 
married Matilda Weir. 

JOHN P., born in November 1843; 
married Anna Brown on Oct. 16, 1880. 
He served in the Civil War and died Dec. 
22, 1901 . His wife died before him, date 
unknown. No children. 

PETER ROWLEY, born Dec. 20, 
1846; died unmarried on May 17,1901 . 

LAURA A., born about 1848; died 
young. 

WILLIAM ALEXANDER, born in 
November 1855; married Jennie 

397. WILLIAM C. 6 RATHBUN (Henry5 

Thomas4-3 Samuel2 John 1), born Oct. 
23,1816, in Tioga County, N.Y. He was 
married about 1852 to Sally Ann 
Jackson, born about 1833, parentage 
unknown. He was a shoemaker in Tioga 
County most of his life. Sally died some 
time after 1865, and he was married to 
Mary E. Sechrist, born in November 
1840, a widow whose parentage is not 
known. They were both living in 1910, 
he was 93 and she 69, but their death 
dates are not known. 

CHILDREN 

All by Sally 
CHARLES, born in 1858; died in 

1863. 
HELEN, born about 1860; married 

George Fremont Taber on May 29, 
1881. 

HENRY, born in 1865; died in 1871. 

398. HENRy6 RATHBUN (Henry5 

Thomas4-3 Samuel2 John 1), born about 
1822 in Tioga County, N.Y. He was mar­
ried about 1843 to Matilda J. , 
born about 1823, surname and paren­
tage unknown . They moved to 
Chemung, N.Y., where he was a miller 
and died in the 1860s or 1870s. Matilda 
moved to Cedar Mills, Meeker County, 
Minn., where she died in the late 1890s. 
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CHILDREN 

GUY, born about 1844; probably the 
Corporal Guy Rathbun who died Jan. 
25, 1865, in South Carolina, while ser­
ving with the Union Army in the Civil 
War. 

LUMAR LEWIS, born in September 
1847; married Emma Grindell. 

ELLIS, born about 1850; alive in 
1860, no further data. 

FRANK 8., born in April 1853; mar­
ried Elizabeth Wendorf. 

EDWARD R., born in September 
1855; married Francis A. . 

HARRIET, born about 1859; alive in 
1880, no further data. 

399. JEDEDIAH L.6 RATHBUN 
(Baldwin5 Thomas4-3 Samuel2 John1), 
born July 30, 1817, in Lisbon, Conn., 
and moved as a boy with his parents to 
North Kingston, R.1. He was married 
there about 1840 to Emeline Greene 
Tourgee, born March 30, 1823, 
daughter of William N. and Sarah C. 
(Reynolds) Tourgee. He was a mason 
and moved in the 1860s to Providence, 
R.I. , where his wife died July 21, 1877, 
and he died April 17, 1881. 

CHILDREN 

HENRY ALLEN, born Oct. 27, 1841; 
died Nov. 1, 1842. 

PHILANDER, born Nov. 30, 1843; 
married Sarah E. Potter. 

PHILENA (twin), born Nov. 30,1843; 
married Charles M. Baker on Nov. 1, 
1863. 

400. HENRY BALDWIN6 RATHBUN 
(Baldwin5 Thomas4-3 Samuel2 John 1), 
born about 1822 in North Kingston, R.1. 
He was a stone mason and in the 1850s 
went to California, probably in the great 
gold rush of 1850-51. He was in 
business at Sacramento in 1861 , lived 
for a time in San Francisco, but returned 
to Sacramento, where he died of con­
sumption on Oct. 6, 1870. He may have 
been married; a Mrs. H.B. Rathbun, 
widow, was living in San Francisco in 
the 1880s, but there were no known 
children . 
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New Data 
In our Historian of July 1987 (page 

46), we reported that John7 Rathbun 
(Elijah6 Elias5 Joshua4 John3-2-1) mar­
ried Lucy M. Pratt. He also had an 
earlier marriage, on June 3, 1871, at 
Palmer, Mass., to Angie H. Duncan, 
who died three years later. 

Aaron Henderson Rathbone, son of 
Aaron5 Rathbone (John4 Joshua3 

John2-1), married his first wife, Caroline 
Regally, on January 8,1856, at Boston, 
Mass. She was the daughter of Michael 
Regally. (Historian of April 1988, page 
28). Our thanks for this and the previous 
item to Rob Rathbun, who has been 
researching Massachusetts marriages. 

Sarah Carr, wife of Charles Brown5 

Rathbun (Anthony4 Samuel3 Thomas2 

Joh'n 1), was the daughter of Samuel 
and Frances (Eldred) Carr. 

Amanda Rathbun, born about 1838, 
daughter of Lewis6 Rathbun (Amos5 

Thomas4-3 John2-1), was probably the 
Sarah A. Rathbun who married George 
W. Woodlin about 1864 in Mercer Coun­
ty, Ohio. (History of Van Wert and 
Mercer Counties, Ohio). Her older 
brother, whose name looks like Ruel in 
census records, may have been Reed. 
There may also have been another 
Sister, Malvina, born about 1840. 

Block Island, the home of our 
ancestors, has been named one of the 
"Last Great Places" in America. 

The Nature Conservancy, a national 
organization devoted to preserving 
America's natural heritage, chose Block 
Island along with 11 other sites in both 
North and South America. 

Working with interested islanders, the 
Conservancy has already helped set 
aside more than 20 percent of Block 
Island as a refuge for wildlife. 

The organization 's goal is to show 
that environmental protection and 
economic development can go hand in 
hand. 
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1839, again in 1843, and then in 1847, 
not bothering to get divorces between 
marriages. By 1850, he was serving in 
the Ohio State Prison at Columbus. In 
January 1851, he was released on a 
"writ of error" (perhaps he had the 
same lawyer), but was arrested only a 
few days later for stealing a horse and 
cutter. He was soon in the county jail 
serving a term for larceny. 

His activities for the next few years 
are not known, but the 1860 Federal 
Census shows him back in the State 
Penitentiary for horse stealing. 

By this time he was about 40, and ap­
parently gave up his criminal ways. He 
was married in 1865, divorced, and mar­
ried again in 1876. Nothing more is 
known of him. 

In Rhode Island, Calvin Wheatley 
Rathbun (1831-1911), son of John6 

Rathbun (Johns-1) was in the State 
Prison for burglary when the 1850 cen­
sus was taken. He was described as a 
cigar-maker. 

He was released by 1854, when he 
married the first of his five wives. He 
served in the Army during the Civil War, 
and lost a leg at the Battle of 
Fredericksburg in 1862. He was pen­
sioned, returned to Rhode Island, and 
lived a respectable life until his death. 
He had no children by any of his wives. 

In Michigan, the 1850 census showed 
a Daniel Rathbun, 40, in jail at Adrian, 
serving time for larceny. Living in near­
by Ogden was a Sarah Rathbun, 40, 
possibly his wife. We have been unable 
to identify them. 

In Connecticut, an Anna Maria 
Rathbun was convicted in 1900 in New 
Haven of murdering her husband, 
whose name we have not ascertained. 
He drank a cup of poisoned coffee 
which she claimed to have prepared for 
a boarder in their home. She was 
sentenced to life imprisonment, but was 
pardoned in 1917. The pardon, rather 
than parole, might indicate that there 
was some doubt of her guilt. 

Her unfortunate husband may have 
been William Adams Rathbun, born in 
1830, son of William6 Rathbun 
(Jonathans Isaiah4 Jonathan3 John2-1). 
He was living in New Haven about that 
time, and his wife Emma had died in 
1895. We do not know the date of his 
death. 

A close cousin of William Adams 
Rathbun was convicted of murder in 
Stonington, Conn., in 1892. He was 
Charles Irving Rathbun (1856-1937), 
son of Asher7 Rathbun (ChristopherS 
Jonathans Isaiah4 Jonathan3 John2-1). 

Charles was married in 1881 when he 
was 25 to 16-year-old Emma Donnelly. 
She was apparently a very pretty young 
woman, and a few years later attracted 
the attentions of a neighbor, Daniel F. 
Chesebro, 28-year-old bachelor and 
member of a prominent Connecticut 
family. 

Chesebro reportedly "visited" Emma 
while her husband was at work as a 
farm laborer. Rathbun became aware of 
the situation, and warned Chesebro to 
keep away from his wife. 

On the evening of February 15,1892, 
Chesebro was killed in the Rathbun 
home with a bullet from Rathbun's gun. 
What happened is a matter of dispute. 

Press accounts of the shooting say 
that the Rathbuns were having a noisy 
argument, and Chesebro went next 
door to calm things down. Rathbun went 
upstairs to get his gun, and Emma 
warned Chesebro to leave. As he turned 
toward the door, Rathbun came down 
and shot him in the back. The 
newspaper accounts say that Rathbun 
" had a mean disposition and on the day 
of the shooting had been drinking con­
siderable cider and was in a quar­
relsome mood." 

Family members dispute this ac­
count, and said that Rathbun came 
home and found Chesebro with his wife. 
He was using his gun only to force 
Chesebro to leave, and the gun was 
fired accidentally when Rathbun tripped 
over a clothes-horse. 

Most of the neighbors sympathized 
with Rathbun, and openly said that 
Chesebro had "got what he deserved." 

Rathbun was arrested, convicted of 
mu'rder, and sent to the Connecticut 
State Prison at Wethersfield. He was a 
model prisoner and soon became a 
trusty. He was allowed occasional visits 
to his familly. 

We do not know the length of his 
sentence, or how long he served. He 
was still in prison eight years later when 
the 1900 census was taken . 

Emma obtained a divorce, and remar­
ried. Charles, when he was released, 
returned to his home town and lived to 
be 81 years old. He never married 
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again, and was reportedly held in high 
respect by his neighbors. 

Two unidentified Midwest cousins ran 
afoul of the law during the late 1800s. 

A Charles Rathburn was indicted for 
murder in Miami County, Indiana, in 
1873. We know nothing more of him or 
the outcome of the case. 

A "C. Rathburn," age 38, was in jail 
in Madison County, Montana, in 1870, 
but again we have no more information. 

Moving into the present century, we 
find the story of a Rathbone who broke 
out of jail with his family's help just 
before he was to be hung. 

Charles Ernest Rathbone, born in 
1874, was the son of Cornelius6 

Rathbone (Edmund5-4 John3-2-1). In the 
early 1900s, the family was living in Mul­
doon, Idaho, where Charles was ar­
rested for horse stealing, convicted, and 
sentenced to be hung. 

The night before the scheduled hang­
ing, his father and brothers broke into 
the jail and helped him escape. He fled 
to Canada where he reportedly married 
and had three sons. Nothing more is 
known of him. 

In more recent years, a John Rathbun 
of North Carolina was arrested in 
Michigan in 1973 as a major player in 
a "pyramid" sales scheme which bilked 
gullible persons in several states. 
Rathbun and his men used the cor­
porate name "Dare to Be Great!" 

Clients were persuaded to put up 
money-often $2,000 or more-with the 
promise of huge profits if they could find 
others to do the same. 

Rathbun and the others were charged 
with fraud, but later pleaded guilty to a 
reduced count involving the use of an 
unauthorized corporation. They were 
fined $150 each and placed on two 
years' probation. 

Even more recently, in 1987, a 
Brooklyn police officer named Robert 
Rathbun was arrested in a corruption 
scandal involving 13 policemen. He was 
sentenced to prison for 3 1/2 to 10 1/2 
years for stealing money and narcotics 
from drug dealers. 

In our last issue, in the box listing the 
price of past Historians, we incorrectly 
gave the cost of all issues from 1981 to 
1990 as $170. It should read from 1981 
through 1991 . Our thanks to new 
member Russell Love. 
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was 61, nearly 25 years her senior, but 
the two were attracted to one another, 
and were married two months later. 

Jennie was described as beautiful but 
shy, with "golden hair and dark, dove­
like eyes" A newspaperman described 
Corbin as "very tall, somewhat slender, 
stooped slightly, with grey hair and 
brown eyes." 

Of all the politicians and lobbyists 
swarming around the new President 
seeking cushy jobs, political favors and 
inside connections, Corbin walked off 
with the biggest prize of all-he married 
into the President's family! 

Abel and Jennie settled down in his 
elegant, five-story, brownstone mansion 
on West 27th Street in New York City, 
and became leaders in the city's social 
life. Corbin, styling himself as a retired 
diplomat, lawyer and journalist, began 
speculating in real estate and the stock 
market. 

He and Jennie regaled in the endless 
rounds of dinner parties, nights at the 
theatre and outings to Saratoga and 
other fashionable resorts . 

As the president's sister and brother­
in-law, they were considered a "real 
catch" for ambitious hostesses, and 
fellow socialites drooled at the prospect 
of being dinner guests when the Presi­
dent and Mrs. Grant visited the Corbins. 

Jay Gould, railroad magnate and 
financial wizard, was already ac­
quainted with Corbin, but he now made 
himself a personal friend. The Presiden­
tial connection opened some profitable 
ideas in Gould's greedy mind. His at­
tempt to use the Corbins in his plot to 
corner the gold market was covered in 
our earlier article. 

After the Black Friday crash and Cor­
bin's downfall, he and Jennie moved to 
New Jersey, first living in Elizabeth, then 
in Jersey City. President Grant even­
tually forgave Corbin for his role in the 
gold scandal, and even called on Cor­
bin for advice during his second term as 
president. 

Corbin died March 28, 1880 (not 1881 
as we reported), at the age of 72. Jen­
nie lived another 33 years. She later 
moved to East Orange, where she died 
in June 1913. 
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camp. He resigned after a short time, 
when he realized that his job was 
primarily to curtail labor-union 
organizers. 

He then worked briefly as a salesman 
for the Pennsylvania Sugar Company, 
then for his old employer, the National 
Biscuit Company. He and my mother, 
with Arthur, were living in a small, 
rented house in Philadelphia, and he 
was still drinking heavily, causing 
dissension at home, and probably dif­
ficulty at work. 

Then, early in 1924, just after his 50th 
birthday, my mother, aged 39, informed 
him that she was pregnant! The news 
was to make a drastic change in his life. 

(to be continued) 

Rathbun Barber 
Offered Haircuts 
for Fifteen Cents 

An interesting Rathbun item was 
found in an 1878 Missouri newspaper 
by our member Jeanne Chubbuck. It 
reads "NEW BARBER SHOP-Mr. 
Isaac Rathburn has opened out a new 
barber shop on the west side of the 
public square, and he solicits a share 
of the public patronage. Hair cutting, 15 
cents." 

The advertisement was in the August 
8, 1878, issue of the Grant City 
(Missouri) Star. Isaac, who spelled his 
name Rathbun, was born in 1842 and 
died in 1924, the son of Edmunds 
Rathbun (Gideons Edmund4 John3-2-1). 
He later moved to a farm near Moore 
Prairie, Kansas, and in 1911 found 
himself rich when oil was discovered on 
the farm. 

Isaac, the grandfather of our member 
Victor Mastin, was a sergeant and later 
captain in the Union Army during the 
Civil War. He was wounded at the Battle 
of Antietam. 
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Corrections 
The surname of Martha and Susan, 

first two wives of AlbertS Rathbun 
(BenjaminS Anthony4 Samuel3 

Thomas2 John 1) was Himes, not Hines, 
as reported in our Historian of January 
1990, page 14. They were daughters of 
Wanton and Susan (Northrup) Himes. 

Lucretia Packer, wife of Elishas 

Rathbun (Elijah4 Samuel3-2 John 1), was 
the granddaughter, not daughter of 
John and Hannah (Avery) Packer. Her 
parents were John Packer Jr. and Han­
nah Gallup. (See our Historian of July 
1985, page 46.) 

The U.S. Navy announced early in 
February that the frigate USS 
Rathburne, launched in 1969 and com­
missioned in 1970, is to be decommis­
sioned and taken out of service. 

The Rathburne is the second Navy 
ship named for our famous cousin, Cap­
tain John Peck Rathbun. The first, com­
missioned in 1918, was erroneously 
named Rathburne when someone in the 
Navy Department made an error. 

The mistake was soon discovered, 
but when the second ship was 
launched, it too was named Rathburne, 
apparently to follow tradition and avoid 
confusion. 

Our Association has a written promise 
from the Navy that when and if another 
ship is named for Captain John Peck 
Rathbun it will be correctly called 
"Rathbun. " 

Past Issues 
Still Available 

All issues, 1981-1991 ..... .. $170 
All issues, 1981 . ....... .. . 22 
All issues, 1982 . . . . . . . . . .. 20 

All issues for any single year from 
1983 to 1991 are available at $15 per 
year. Single copies of any issue are 
$4 each, but some early issues are 
available only in xerox unless order­
ing a complete back set. 



Obituaries 
DIED-March 13, 1992, at Modesto, 
CaL, Ellen Lenora (Sharp) Coates, 70, 
a charter member of our Association . 
She was a granddaughter of Samuel 
Cline and Lucinda Ellens Rathbun 
(Jacob? Edwin6 George5 Job4 

Benjamin3 Joseph2 John1). Survivors 
include her husband , John ; two 
children, Gary Coates and Rosemary 
Jacques; three grandchildren; five 
sisters, and three brothers. 

DIED-Jan. 4, 1992, at Flint, Mich., 
Kenneth Perry Rathbun, 79, a son of 
Emmet9 Rathbun (GeorgeS Vortimer? 
Lucius6 Jonathan5-4 John3-2-1). Sur­
vivors include his wife, Lillian; a son, 
Kenneth, and a daughter, Gail; three 
brothers, Ferris, Lisle and LaVerne, a 
member of our Association, and two 
sisters, Janetta Crosslin and Virginia 
Willett . 

"DIED-Jan. 23,1992, at Beatrice, Neb., 
Dr. Sanford M. Rathbun, 80, a son of 
Grove9 Rathbun (Hemans Nathaniel? 
Gideon6 Paris5 Gideon4 John3-2-1). He 
was a physician for 42 years until his 
retirement in 1984. Survivors include his 
wife Lillian; two sons, Kirk and John 
Rathbun , and a daughter, Mary 
Rathbun. He was the uncle of our 
member, Grove Rathbun. 

DIED-Jan. 16, 1992, at Westerly, R.I., 
Herbert W. Rathbun, III, 43, a son of 
Herbert9 Rathbun (HerbertS Warren? 
Calvin6 Samuel5 Elijah4 Samuel3-2 

John 1). He is survived by his wife, Lois; 
a daughter, Kristin, and two brothers, 
Laurence and David, a member of our 
Association. 

DIED-Dec. 19, 1991, at Great Bend, 
Kans. , Mildred Hester Benedict, aged 
82. She was a daughter of GeorgeS 
Rathbun (George? Edmund6 Gideon5 

Edmund4 John3-2-1). She was married 
first to Kermit V. Engle, who died in 
1968, and then to Ben Benedict, who 
died in 1984. Survivors include a son, 
daughter, three grandchildren, two­
great-grandchildren, and a brother 
Harlan Rathbun, a member of our 
Association. 

Births 
BORN-March 4, 1992, Melissa Kimiko 
Rathbun, daughter of Ray and Carin 
Rathbun and granddaughter of our 
members, Bruce and Suzue Rathbun of 
Gustine, Cal. Bruce is the son of 
Will iam9 Rathbun (Daniels William? 
Daniel6 William5 Dan iel4 Joshua3 

John2-1). 

BORN-Jan . 2, 1992, Nathan iel 
Rathbun Benjamin, son of John and 
Dierdre (Rathbun) Benjamin and grand­
son of our member Robert9 Rathbun 
(RobertS Clarence? GuyS Amiziah5 Job4 

Benjamin3 Joseph2 John 1). Robert 
reported another grandchild born last 
Oct. 13-Leia Rathbun-Schultz, to hi~ 
daughter Robin. 

BORN-March 4, 1992, Jordan Michael 
Williams, son of Walter and Pamela 
Williams; grandson of Donna (Rathbun) 
Robison , and great-grandson of Paul9 

Rathbun (Fredericks William? JOhn6 

Perry5 Edmund4 John3-2-1), of 
Tecumseh, Neb. Both Donna and Paul 
are members of our Association . 

BORN-Feb. 5, 1992, Calista Marie 
Upah, daughter of John and Cindy 
Upah of St. Louis, Mo., and grand­
daughter of Myron and Fern (Rathbun) 
Thompson of Kelley, Iowa. All are 
members of our Association. Fern is the 
daughter of John Maurice9 Rathbun 
(Richards William? Daniel6 William5 

Daniel4 Joshua3 John2-1). 

BORN-Nov. 14, 1991 , James Kole 
Thorusen, son of AI and Yvonne 
Thorusen of Harbor, Calif., and grand­
son of our member Blanche Weirum, a 
great-granddaughter of Jerusha6 

Rathbun (Job5 William4 Job3 Joseph2 

John1). 

BORN-Oct. 29, 1991 , Almeda Morgan 
McKendry, daughter of Patrick and 
Gretchen (Ekstedt) McKendry and 
granddaughter of Almeda (Rathbun) 
Ekstedt. Almeda is the daughter of 
Chelsea Glenn9 Rathbun (HenryS 
William? Gideon6 Job5 Gideon4 

John3-2-1). 
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Obese Rathbun 
on Drastic Diet 
93 Years Ago 

Any of our members who fight con­
stantly to keep their weight down will 
sympathize with this story of a Rathbun 
cousin nearly a century ago. It is 
abstracted from the New York Times of 
July 6, 1899. 

" While others make war against the 
drink habit, the tobacco habit and the 
opium habit, Milton Rathbun of Mount 
Vernon, N.Y., appears as the foe of the 
eating habit. 

" He is convinced that the human 
stomach is the source of most human 
ills , and should therefore be boycotted. 
He recently fasted for 28 days, sub­
sisting only on water and his own 
previously accumulated resources, with 
a little apollinaris on the side when he 
felt that he needed a stimulant. 

" Mr. Rathbun is 53 years old (actual­
ly 55) and an amateur athlete .. . On the 
first day of his diet, his stomach 
clamored loudly. The next day it sub­
sided and accepted the situation. Mr. 
Rathbun hungered no more " ." He 
drank water copiously and made a 
hearty meal of a pint of apoll inaris at 
night. . " 
" At the end of 28 days, Mr. Rathbun 
weighted 168 pounds, having lost 42 
pounds. (He must have weighed 210 
when he started; unfortunately, we do 
not know his height.) 

" Now he is eating as he formerly did 
and says he never felt better in his life 
than while he was starving. " 

A Times story the following February 
is not surprising. Rathbun'S weight was 
back up to 207 pounds! He went on 
another diet, and in 12 days had lost 13 
pounds. 

That is all we know of Rathbun's fight 
against fat. But he died less than three 
years later on September 7, 1902, at the 
age of 59. It would be interesting to 
know what he weighed, and the cause 
of his death. 

Milton was the son of Solomon? 
Rathbun (Acors6 Joshua5-4-3 John2-1). 
He operated a hay, grain and feed store 
in New York City. 

31 



People 
In the People section of our January 

Historian, we noted that a Robert 
Rathbun had been named as one of two 
new radio announcers for the Detroit 
Tigers, and asked if anyone knew him 
or his ancestry. . 

The answer came quickly from Ellen' 
(Rathbun) Kenyon, who knew exactly 
who he was-her nephew. 

Robert is the son of Ellen's brother, 
Robert10 Rathbun (Amos9 Charles8 

Amos? Newman6 Jonathan5 John4-1). 
He was born in Rhode Island but 

raised in Salisbury, N.C., where his 
father still lives. Now 38, he graduated 
from Catawba College in Salisbury, then 
lived for several years in Norfolk, Va., 
where he was a sports announcer. In 
1987, he became a substitute an­
nouncer covering the Baltimore Orioles 
for a cable channel there. 

Last year, the Tigers dropped their 
long-time radio announcers Ernie 
Harwell and Paul Carey, and began a 
long search for replacements. After a 
year-long process, and interviewing 
nearly 100 candidates, they chose Rich 
Rizzs, former backup announcer for the 
Seattle Mariners, and selected Rathbun 
as his partner. 

JOSEPH RATHBUN, a biologist at 
Grosse, lie, Mich., conducted a toxicity 
survey last year of two rivers in Central 
Nepal, Asia. The project was conducted 
in cooperation with the Nepal govern­
ment and the University of Minnesota. 
On his return to America, he and his 
brother, Michael, a wilderness ranger in 
Oregon, vacationed together in the 
Midwest and visited Rathbun Lake, 
Iowa. They are the sons of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph 10 Rathbun (Bertrand9 Ross8 
Francis? John6 Perry5 Edmund4 

John3-2-1). 

CRAIG R. RATHBUN and Natalie 
Rickets were married Dec. 24, 1991, at 
Melbour.ne, Fla. Craig is the son of our 
member, Robert9 Rathbun (Robert8 

Clarence? Guy6 Amaziah5 Job4 

Benjamin3 Joseph2 John 1). 
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Our New Members 
Patti Baron 
McGuire AFB, N.J. 

Marilyn Aurer 
Gridley, III. 

Michael Harke 
Norwalk, Conn. 

Russell Love 
Fallbrook, Cal. 

Suzanne Mackey 
New City, N.Y. 

KIM MARIA RATHBUN of Chetek, 
Wisc., was named to the "Who's Who 
of American High School Students" for 
her scholastic and extra-curricular 
achievements in high school. She plans 
to attend the University of Wisconsin 
next fall, pursuing business and ac­
counting. She is the daughter of our 
member Max D.10 Rathbun (Gathern9 

George8 Jonathan? Thomas6-5 John4 
Samuel3 Thomas2 John1). 

ROBERT WEATHERFORD, former 
mayor of Independence, Mo., was 
awarded the 1992 Harry S. Truman 
Public Service Award by a special com­
mission in Independence. Weatherford, 
80, was mayor from 1950 to 1958, and -
was a personal friend of Truman. He 
now lives in Phoenix, Az., with his wife, 
LaPrelle , a daughter of Virgil8 

Rathbone (Albert? Amos6-5 Thomas4-3 

John2-1). Past recipients of the Truman 
Award have included Astronaut (now 
Senator) John Glenn and former U.S. 
Surgeon-General C. Everett Koop. 

PHILIP RATHBUN, city manager of 
Reed City, Michigan, has been named 
by Michigan Governor John Engler to a 
special Task Force on Children's 
Justice. Rathbun was formerly Reed 
City's police chief. He is the son of 
Yale 10 Rathbun (Lewis9 Isaiah8 James? 
Isaac6 Daniel5 Valentine4 Joshua3 

John2-1). 

Donald McEdward 
Phoenix, AZ 

Gloria McKie 
Galesburg, III. 

Carol Rashall 
Missoula, Mont. 

Clarence Patrick Rathbun 
Hackensack, N.J. 

Darrell Craig Rathbun 
Colonia, N.J. 

JERRY K. THORUSEN, a Coast Guard 
lieutenant-commander, received a 
special Achievement Medal recently for 
superior performance of duty at Clear­
water, Fla. He is a specialist in radar 
equipment. Jerry is the son of our 
member Blanche Weirum, a great­
granddaughter of Jerusha6 Rathbun 
(Job5 William4 Job3 Joseph2 John 1). He 
was recently sent to Alaska to in­
vestigate the near crash of a C-130 air­
craft which lost a motor but landed 
without casualties. 

MACON RATHBURN of DeRidder, La., 
at the age of 74 has begun a hike of the 
1,OOO-mile Appalachian Trail. An Air 
Force retiree, Rathbun plans to make 
the march in five months-2, 144 miles 
from Georgia to Maine. An estimated 
1,200 people attempt the entire hike 
every year, but only a dozen or so suc­
ceed. Rathburn expects to make it, and 
also expects to walk off about 17 
pounds. He is gathering pledges for 
each mile he walks, with the proceeds 
earmarked for a Methodist Children's 
Home. We do not know his ancestry. 

BORN-Feb. 28, 1992, Zachary Lee 
Rathburn Ellis, son of Mrs. Regina 
(Rathburn) Ellis; grandson of Ronald 
Lee Rathburn, and great-grandson of 
our member, Forrest Lee10 Rathburn 
(Howard9 Charles8 William? Raymond6 

?Stephen5 Gideon4 John3-2-1). The 
ancestry from Raymond back has not 
been definitely established. 


