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for them outside the stands, and they
wanted plenty of time to get miles
away before their plot was discovered.

By the end of the game, Papa
Riddle suddenly noticed that Pouch
Rathbone was no longer playing, and
that his daughter had not returned
from “seeing Martha.” It dawned on
him that he had been tricked.

In a furious rage, he roared,
“Nobody would think the cad would
elope in a baseball suit!” He rushed to
the local telegraph office and wired the
police in Parkersburg to arrest the
couple on sight. He assumed that they
would go to Parkersburg, the nearest
“big city,” to get married.

But Pouch had anticipated Riddle’s
move, and he had taken Pink in the
other direction, north to the Ohio
River, which they crossed by ferry and
found a justice of the peace in
Marietta, Ohio.

There they were married—Pouch
Rathbone still in his baseball uniform!

Then they went to Parkersburg, and
put up at a hotel for the night. The
next day they drove back to Elizabeth,
Pouch now dressed in a natty new
suit.

By this time, the entire town had
heard the story, and just about every-
body in Elizabeth turned out to greet
the newlyweds. The courthouse was
turned into a banquet hall and the rest
of the day was spent in merrymaking.

At some point that day, Papa and
Mama Riddle showed up and recog-
nized that there was nothing they
could do. They shook hands with
Pouch and welcomed him to the fam-
ily.

Ten months later, Pink, had the first
of what would be three children. They
later moved to Weatherford, Texas,
where Pouch died July 5, 1929, aged
58. Pink lived to be 86, and died Jan.
15. 1961.

(Our thanks for this charming story,
and the picture which accompanies it,
to Lilyan Thacker, a member of our
Association and a great-niece of
Pouch and Pink Rathbone. The story
first appeared in a Parkersburg news-

paper.)
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They were accompanied by a
young lawyer, Appleton Downer, who
planned to remain in the area as John
Rathbone’s land agent. They spent
part of the winter in a crude two-room
house, with a wood floor in one room
and bare dirt in the other—a far cry
from their fashionable mansion in New
York City. During the winter, Juliette
and young Downer fell in love, and on
Dec. 14, 1815, they were married, in
Zanesville. They lived there the rest of
their lives. Of their children, John
Rathbone Downer became a minister,
and Edward Mott Downer become a
college professor and banker.
Appleton Downer died in 1833 and
Juliette died Nov. 15, 1863.

10. EMMA MARIA RATHBONE was
born March 23, 1797, in New York
City. She went with her father and sis-
ter Juliette to Ohio in the fall of 1815,
and that winter met a young physician,
Dr. Dudley Woodbridge Rhodes, then
23 years old. They fell in love and
were married the following spring, on
March 9, 1816, in Zanesville. John
Rathbone had taken two daughters to
Ohio, and returned without either. One
of the Rhodes sons, Charles
Rathbone Rhodes, was a prominent
attorney in St. Louis and Marietta,
Ohio. Another, Rev. Dudley Ward
Rhodes, became a nationally known
Episcopal minister and writer. A son of
Charles Rathbone Rhodes, also
named Charles, had a successful
career in art and became curator of
the St. Louis Museum of Fine Arts. Dr.
Dudley Rhodes Rathbone died Oct.
16, 1840. Emma died Dec. 11, 1866.

11. MARY ROSALIE RATHBONE,
the youngest of John Rathbone’s chil-
dren, was born Sept. 20, 1800, in New
York City, and was married there May
15, 1822, to Samuel Buckley Ruggles,
a Yale-educated lawyer who had an
extraordinary career. He was elected
to the New York State Legislature in
1837, served as a member and then
chairman of the New York Canal
Commission, and with his brother-in-
law John Rathbone Jr. helped estab-
lish the New York Bank of Commerce,
and like him served on the board of
directors of the Bank of the United
States. In 1859, he was president of

the New York City Chamber of
Commerce. In 1867 and 1869 he was
a United States representative to the
International Monetary Conferences,
held, respectively, in Paris and the
Hague. He was an author, a trustee of
Columbia University, and according to
Cooley was the first contributor to
funds for the Washington Monument
in Washington, D.C. Their son James
Francis Ruggles also became an
attorney and did all the complicated
titte work when New York City pur-
chased the land for what is now
Central Park. Mary died Oct. 12, 1878,
in New York City, and Ruggles died
there three years later on August 28,
1881.

(Our thanks to Mary Anne Cummins
for the pictures of Eliza (Rathbone)
Wetmore; to Juliet Pantel for the pic-
ture of John Rathbone, Jr., and to
Rosalind Askin for the picture of
Clarissa (Rathbone) Smith).

In our July issue, page 43, there
was a typographical error in the
address of Robert Rathbone. It should
be RD# 1, Box 127, Ossippee, N.H.
(not N.Y.) 03864.

In our April Historian, we related the
drastic efforts of Milton Rathbun to
lose weight, and speculated on the
cause of his death in 1902, aged 59.
His death certificate, of which we have
a copy, shows that he died of peritoni-
tis, caused by the “passage of gall-
stones.” He had been ill for five days
before his death.

Henry L. Rathbun, son of Amasa®

Rathbun (M03955 Joshua* Jonathan®
John®™), was not born April 30, 1828,
and did not have a wife named Maria,
as reported in our Historian of October
1985 (page 60). This Henry was the
son of Greene® Rathbun (Greene5
Gideon* John3'2'1), who is listed in our
Historian of October 1986, page 59,
and he obviously is not the Henry who
married Elizabeth Vandewater as we
had conjectured. Our thanks to Rob
Rathbun.
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heard—keep your word and pay your
debts.

Mom lived on another 22 years,
dying on Aug. 10, 1968, a few months
before her 94th birthday. She was a
most remarkable woman, and it was
from her that | learned many details of
my father's early life.

My Aunt Lou, Dad’s younger sister
who had come to his aid many times
during his troubled years, died in
1957, at the age of 78. She also told
me many stories about my father.

It is a difficult task to write the life
story of someone you loved, and do it
without bias. My father was not a per-
fect man, but he was a good, intelli-
gent and honest man, and a caring,
devoted father. | have tried to record
his life story with honesty and accu-
racy, as | think he would have wanted.
| hope | have succeeded, and | trust
that he would say of my work: “Good
job son!”

New Data

In our Historian of October 1983
(page 59), we stated that Abigail
(Topliffg Rathbun, first wife of Joseph
Avergl Rathbun (John4 Joshua®
John®"), died about 1787. This was
based on Cooley’s Rathbone
Genealogy. A recently published book
of early Connecticut divorces has
revealed that Abigail divorced Joseph
on January 15, 1787, in Tolland Co.,
Conn., charging him with misconduct.
This is the first known divorce in our
family. The divorce record states that
they were married at Pittsfield, Mass.,
on April 28, 1785. Cooley gave the
marriage date as June 8, 1785. The
record shows the name as Rathbone,
although Joseph and his descendants
used the Rathbun spelling.

Mary (Sheffield) Rathbone, second
wife of John® Rathbone (John4
Joshua® John?"), died July 14, 1840,
not in March that year as reported in
our Historian of July 1983. Our thanks
to Mary Anne Cummins.

This remarkably clear picture, taken in the 1870s, shows the five surviving children
of John Tillinghast Rathbun (1790-1850), son of Clark® Rathbun (Jonathan4 John*>
2'1). In the front row, from left, are Dr. Charles Rathbun, born in 1809; Sarah
(Rathbun) Clemens, born in 1817, and Harmon Rathbun, born in 1819. In the back
row are Rev. Nelson Rathbun (left), born in 1814, and Levi Rathbun, born in 1811,
an activist in the Underground Railroad of the 1850s. The picture was sent us by the
late Gail Rathbun, a descendent of Harmon, whose full name was Strange Harmon

Griffin Rathbun.

Paul® Rathbun (Elias® Joshua®
John3'2'1), who was recorded in the
genealogical section of our July 1987
Historian, had a previously unknown
second marriage. Connecticut divorce
records show that he was married on
May 5, 1855, a few months after the
death of his first wife, Hannah Burdick,
to Sarah L. Clark. The marriage broke
up about three years later, and he
divorced Sarah on Oct. 14, 1858, for
desertion. By 1860, he had married
Martha (Hall) Linnell, widow of Moses
Linnell, whom she had married on
Aug. 25, 1836. Paul and his first wife
Hannah also had another daughter,
previously unknown, named Abigail A.,
born about 1852.

Rhoda Gillette, first wife of Lucius®
Rathbun (Johnathan‘r"4 John3'2'1), was
the daughter of Wilkes Gillette and
Mary (Silvie) Gillette.

In our January 1986 Historian
(Corrections, page 14), we listed an
unidentified Cornelia Rathbone who
married F.W. Bert. She was actually
Caroline Rathbone, born about 1821
daughter of John® Rathbone (Moses5
Joshua* Jonathan® John2'1). She was
married in January 1842 to F.W. Bert,
born June 20, 1819. They moved to
Ulysses Township, Cameron County,
Pa. Our thanks to Helen Heyart, who
found the Berts in an 1890 Cameron
County history.

Sarah Rathbun, daughter of
Benjamin5 Rathbun (WiIIiam4 Job3
Joseph2 John1), was married to Hiram
D. Wood on April 3, 1853, not 1843, as
listed in our Historian of April 1985,
page 28. Our thanks to Gloria Kent for
noticing this typographical error.
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Genealogy: The Seventh

Generation in America

(With this issue, we begin the sev-
enth generation of Rathbuns,
Rathbones and Rathburns in America,
continuing our system of following
male lines only, and starting with the
eldest son of the eldest son etc. We
begin with the descendants of John?
Rathbun, oldest son of our immigrant
ancestors, John and Margaret (Acres)
Rathbun.

1. JAMES’ RATHBUN (Amos®™®
John* Jonathan® John2'1), born Oct.
28, 1799, in Horton Landing, Nova
Scotia, and married there Dec. 15,
1823, Matilda Trefey, born Jan. 10,
1804, daughter of Joshua Pitman and
Elizabeth (Henry) Trefey. He was a
shoemaker for many years, then
became keeper of the lighthouse at
Horton's Bluff, where he died Dec. 13,
1865. His wife‘s death date is not
known.

CHILDREN

SARAH ELIZABETH, born Dec. 6,
1824; died Sept. 22, 1826.

LAVINIA ANN, born March 18,
1827; married Alfred Curry on Oct. 28,
1845.

RACHEL MARGARET, born Oct. 6,
1829; married Robert Dickenson on
Sept. 8, 1858.

JAMES EDWIN, born Oct. 2, 1832;
died May 6, 1837.

CHARLES EDWIN, born Oct. 6,
1837; married (1) Harriet Phinney, and
(2) Mrs. Susan Monroe.

2. AMOS” RATHBUN (Amos®® John*
Jonathan® John2'1), born March 2,
1810, at Horton Landing and married
there on Feb. 7, 1833, Sarah Ann
Godfrey, born in 1812, daughter of
Anthony Godfrey. They lived for some
years at Falmouth, Nova Scotia, but
returned in 1851 to Horton Landing.
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Sarah died there on April 2, 1880, and
he died there April 20, 1888, after “a
severe illness lasting over two years,
during which time he was a great suf-
ferer,” according to Cooley.

CHILDREN

MARY, born Dec. 9, 1833; married
William H. Knowles.

PHOEBE EUNICE, born July 21,
1835; married Charles Curry on Sept.
16, 1859.

MARCUS, born July 25, 1837; mar-
ried (1) Mary Rockwell, and (2)
Rebecca Rockwell.

SAMUEL ANTHONY, born Nov. 13,
1839; died unmarried some time after
1918.

CHARLES, born in 1841; married
____ Norse.

MATILDA LAVINIA, born Jan. 27,
1843; married Manning Knowles.

JANE ALVIRA, born Feb. 18, 1849;
married Edward L. Gould, her sister's
widower, in 1897.

RACHEL EMMA, born April 21,
1851; married Edward L. Gould in
June 1877 and died about 1896.

HELEN ELIZABETH, born June 3,
1854; died unmarried in 1928.

3. WILLIAM’ RATHBUN (Roswell®
Amos® John* Jonathan® John2'1), born
Jan. 20, 1794, in Horton Landing, and
married March 18, 1818, at Cornwallis,
N.S., Olive Fuller, born in 1796,
parentage unknown. He drowned at
Horton Landing after falling from a
bridge on March 22, 1858. Olive died
there Sept. 3, 1875.

CHILDREN

CHARLES, born about 1820; died
young?

AMY, born about 1822; died young?

WILLIAM, born about 1824; married
(?) Margaret Fuller.

ANN, born about 1826; married
George Carter.

MARGARET, born about 1828; mar-
ried Milton George on Aug. 21, 1855,
in Boston, Mass.

MARY, born about 1830; married
Oliver Fuller on Nov. 5, 1859.

4. JAMES EDWARD’ RATHBUN
(Arunah6 Amos® John* Jonathan®
John2'1), born March 16, 1802, at
Horton Landing, and married there
March 20, 1828, Lavinia Hamilton,
born Nov. 17, 1802, daughter of
James Hamilton and Nancy Rathbun®
Harris (Anna5 John* Jonathan®
John2'1). He died there March 31,
1874, and Lavinia died there July 16,
1889.

CHILDREN

HARRIS HAMILTON, born March
11, 1830; died Aug. 27, 1831.

JAMES OTIS, born Feb. 3, 1832;
married Anna Lyons Simson.

ELIZABETH ANN, born July 27,
1834; married Nathan L. Fuller on
June 1, 1859.

MARY JANE, born Oct. 18, 1836;
died Jan. 13, 1842.

HENRY HAMILTON, born June 5,
1839; drowned Oct. 21, 1862, off the
coast of England.

WILLIAM KING (or Knight?), born
March 27, 1842; died March 6, 1910,
at Horton Landing, unmarried.

CHARLES F. ALLISON, born April
9, 1844; married Edna M. Harris.

JULIA SOPHIA, born April 19, 1846;
married Charles L. Greene (or
Greere?), on Oct. 27, 1878, in Boston,
Mass.
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5 SILAS” RATHBUN (Arunah® Amos®
John* Jonathan® John2'1), born June
10, 1804, at Horton Landing, and mar-
ried there April 12, 1852, Mrs. Sarah
Buchanan, a widow, born about 1830,
names of parents and first husband
unknown. She died Dec. 30, 1860,
eight days after childbirth. Silas died
Feb. 7, 1886.

CHILDREN

CHARLES W., born in August 1853;
married Althea (Duncanson) Eaton.

JAMES E., born in May 1857; mar-
ried Jessie M. Dryden.

ELIZABETH SARAH, born about
1858; married James Field on March
21, 18883, in Cambridge, Mass.

ALEXANDER L., born in Oct. 1859;
married Lizzie D. Gross.

WALTER L., born Dec. 22, 1860;
married Elsie J. Sprague.

6. JOSEPH’ RATHBUN (Charles®
Amos® John* Jonathan® John2'1), born
Aug. 9, 1804, at Horton Landing, and
married there on Nov. 25, 1832, Grace
Amelia Irish, born Aug. 9, 1809,
daughter of John and Margaret B.
(Day) Irish. She died Dec. 20, 1882,
and he died July 26, 1888, both at
Newport, N.S.

CHILDREN

CHARLES EDWARD, born Sept.
24, 1833; died March 22, 1834.

JOHN BELL, born March 3, 1835;
went to California about 1862 and died
there Nov. 20, 1899; no known mar-
riage.

GEORGE MERCER, born Jan. 8,
1837; married Jane Burke.

MARY ANN, born Feb. 1, 1839;
married John Allison in Dec. 1871.

MARGARET T. BUNBURY, born
Jan. 22, 1841; married J. Chambers
on July 18, 1868.

ELIZABETH, born May 18, 1843;
married Nicholas Curry on Aug. 18,
1877.

JAMES ALLISON, born Dec. 2,
1845; married and left two children,
names unknown. Died Nov. 20, 1900.

JOSEPH FREDERICK, born Oct.
27, 1852; married Lenore DeWolfe.

FRANCES MARIA, born March 3,
1855; died unmarried on April 4, 1925.

7. CHARLES WILLIAM? RATHBUN
(Charles6 Amos® John* Jonathan®
John?), born July 18, 1806, at Horton
Landing, and married there in July
1836 Rebecca R. Morris, born in 1811
in England, daughter of Alexander and
Annie Morris. They moved to the
United States about 1857, first to
Indiana, and then to Philadelphia, Pa.
Charles died June 19, 1861, at
Chester, Pa., and Rebecca died Nov.
17, 1883, at Wyoming, Ohio.

CHILDREN

MARGARET ALLISON, born April 6,
1837; married Alexander H. McLeod.

JOSEPH, born about 1840; died
young?

CHARLES MORRIS, born in April
1842; married Elizabeth Hall.

8. INGLES” RATHBUN gDanieIG
Amos® John* Jonathan® John '1), born
about 1810; Cooley reported that he
went to California as a young man, but
he appears in 1848-1851 city directo-
ries in Troy, N.Y., as a wagonmaker.
At the time of his father's death in
1848 he was listed as “residence
unknown.” We have found no record of
a marriage or children.

9. JOHN’ RATHBUN Daniel® Amos®
John* Jonathan® John2'1), born about
1811 at Horton Landing, and married
there on June 10, 1844, Lavinia
Rathbun, born Dec. 12, 1817, daugh-
ter of Arunah and Elizabeth (Crane)
Rathbun. They apparently lived for a
time in Cleveland, Ohio, but returned
to Horton Landing, where John died
Jan. 9, 1871, and Lavinia in 1906.

CHILDREN

FREDERICK J., born Nov. 16, 1845;
married Catherine H. Dickenson.

ELIZABETH SARAH, born Jan. 4,
1847, died June 22, 1925, in Wolfville,
N.S., unmarried.

FRANK ALLISON, born April 4,
1850; married Annie ____ and/or
Laura .

10. ERASTUS’ RATHBUN (Abel®®
John* Jonathan® John2'1), born April
7, 1800, in Salem, Conn. He moved as
a young man to Ohio and was married
there March 5, 1834, to Mary Alice
Latimer, born July 10, 1810, daughter
of ?Albert Latimer. They lived at New
Lyme, Ashtabula County, Ohio, where
he died March 30, 1889. Alice was
married a few years after his death to
____ Chesterfield, and died in 1897.

CHILDREN

ALBERT LATIMER, born Jan. 31,
1835; married Delina Peck.

EDWIN DOUGLAS, born March 6,
1836; he went to live with an uncle and
aunt—William and Lucy (Latimer)
Douglas—and took the Douglas name.

ABEL GOODRICH, born Aug. 12,
1837; married Finetta P. Watson.

JOHN ORLANDO, born Jan. 24,
1843; died unmarried in 1928.

MARY JANETTE, born Sept. 23,
1845; died unmarried in 1914.

ADELINE ELNORA, born May 31,
1849; married Howard Shaffer on Oct.
9, 1872.

11. ABEL” RATHBUN (Abel®®
John* Jonathan® John2'1), born June
30, 1810, in Salem, Conn., and mar-
ried there Dec. 2, 1846, Lydia Button
Thurston, born Sept. 6, 1823, daughter
of Benjamin and Mary (Button)
Thurston. They lived many years in
Salem, then moved to nearby Norwich.
Abel was a justice of the peace and
served from 1840 to 1850 in the Conn.
State Legislature. He operated a farm
on the New London Turnpike. Lydia
died April 8, 1882, and Abel died
August 12, 1893.

CHILDREN

MARY ALICE, born Nov. 8, 1847;
died young.

MARY ALICE, born Nov. 8, 1850;
married Joseph Hendrix in Nov. 1875.

JOHN FULLER, born Aug. 30,
1852; he was a newspaperman in
Norwich and later in Brooklyn and
New York City. He never married, and

(Continued to page 62)
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died August 27, 1899, of Bright's died
died August 27, 1899, of Bright's
Disease.
CAROLINE LOUISE, born Nov. 17,
1854, died in December 1877.
JENNIE SOPHIA, born Nov. 8,
1863; died unmarried in 1923.

12. ASA” RATHBUN (Asa® Abel®
John* Jonathan® John2'1), born Oct. 3,
1800, at Salem, Conn. He was married
June 1, 1826, to Fannie Geer, born
about 1810, parentage unknown. He
died at Norwich, Conn., on Dec. 25,
1840. Fannie died there Dec. 1, 1871.

CHILDREN

DWIGHT HENRY, born Feb. 5,
1827 (or 1829); married Margaret Ann
Sherman.

ANN E., born about 1830; married
George H. Carroll on May 14, 1848.

SARAH, born about 1833; married
(?) Joseph Selden on May 3, 1856, at
Norwich.

13. RUSSELL B.” RATHBUN (Asa®
Abel® John* Jonathan® John?), born
Sept. 27, 1802, at Salem, Conn., and
married there July 4, 1830, Jerusha A.
Harvey, born July 24, 1809, parentage
unknown. She divorced him early in
1840, charging desertion, and nothing
more is known of him. He does not
appear in the 1850 Conn. census, and
may have died by that time. Jerusha
died Oct. 5, 1876.

CHILD
LUCY ANN, born Sept. 15, 1831;

married Austin O. Gallup on Jan. 25,
1855.

14. ALBAN” RATHBUN (Asa® Abel®
John* Jonathan® John2'1), born Nov.
27, 1803, in Salem, Conn. He was
married Oct. 16, 1836, at Colchester,
Conn., to Harriet Lorinda H. Rogers,
born Feb. 4, 1819, daughter of W.
Bliss and Asenath (Burham) Rogers.
Alban died at Salem on July 27, 1841,
aged 37. Harriet's death date is not
known.
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CHILDREN

HARRIET, born Feb. 8, 1838; no
further information.

ALBAN, born Nov. 7, 1839; married
Harriet A. Strickland.

15. GEORGE W.” RATHBUN (Asa6
Abel® John* Jonathan® John2'1), born
Aug. 18, 1809, in Salem, Conn., and
married Nov. 9, 1835, at New London,
Olive Hutchinson Chapman, born
March 18, 1815, daughter of Eliphalet
and Sarah (Congdon) Chapman.
George was a mason in New London,
where in 1852 he built the New Haven
and New London Railroad Depot and
the New London jailhouse. He later
moved to Colchester, but finally
returned to Salem, where he died Nov.
22, 1887. Olive died Sept. 18, 1896.

CHILDREN

GEORGE W., born about 1837;
served in the Union Army in the Civil
War, and died March 20, 1893, at
Salem. No known marriage.

OLIVE H., born about 1839; married
(1) Addison C. Taintor on Oct. 22,
1862; divorced him in 1863 and mar-
ried (2) Charles H. Bailey.

AMOS, born in August 1841; died
Jan. 17, 1843.

ABIGAIL J,, born in 1843; married
James Strickland on Oct. 10, 1867.

LUCY A., born Sept. 6, 1848; mar-
ried Wales W. Clapp on Aug. 19,
1872; divorced in 1875, and then

married George Hayden on Nov. 18,
1890.

HARRIET, born April 20, 1850; died
Jan. 24, 1889.

HELEN (twin), born April 20, 1850;
married Dr. Lucius L. Button on April
20, 1870. He was 39 years older than
her, and they were apparently
divorced. She then married (2) George
C. Higgins, who was 41 years her
senior.

SARAH, born March 11, 1852; no
further data.

16. AMOS’ RATHBUN (Asa® Abel®
John* Jonathan® John2'1), born Dec.
28, 1812, in Colchester, Conn. He
moved as a young man to Fulton

County, Ohio, and was married, proba-
bly there, to Margaret Feno (Fenno,
Fenner?), born in Dec. 1809, parent-
age unknown. They lived for some
years in Ohio, then moved to Lenawee
County, Michigan, where he died
August 18, 1887. Margaret died in
1906, aged 97.

CHILDREN

HANNAH MARIA, born in 1838;
married Pratt.

MARY ANN, born in 1840; married
William Klink on July 4, 1862.

SARAH ANN (twin), born in 1840;
died unmarried in 1920.

FRANKLIN HARRISON, born in Oct.
1842; married Mary A. Boss.

SIDNEY A., born in 1845; married
Lucy A. Hoadley.

LOVINA, born in 1848; married _____
Shulters.

CHARLES HENRY, born in Nov.
1849; died in 1927, no known mar-
riage.

GEORGE B., born in Oct. 1851;
died in 1903; no known marriage

Thanks

WE THANK the following members
who have sent in family data, pictures,
clippings and other materials: Mary
Ellen Claypool, Clair Cornell, David E.
Rathbun, Rob Rathbun, Shirley
Bartlett, Art Hutchinson, Orson
Rathburn Jr., Dr. Earl H. Antes, Gwen
Cathy, Lauren Landis, Robert A.
Greene, Sherman Boivin, Jeanne
Chubbuck, Roy and Anna May
Rathbun, Mary E. Eade, Bruce Mark
Rathbun, LaVerne Rathbun, Frank E.
Rathbun, Ellen Gardner Brown,
Edward and Betty Rathbone, Lynn
Rathbun, Joyce Hory, Patti Garrett,
John Rathbone, Roy Rathbun, Patti L.
Baron, Helen M. Rathbun, Reba
Reeves, Fred C. Rathbun, Dr. Donald
Rathbun, Frank R. Wright, Bob Willis,
Emmett and Florence Rathbun,
Mildred Rathburn, Jim Stites, Dr.
Katharine Rathbun, Eugene W.
Rathbone, Laura M. Burrows, Rosma
Limbeck, Bettye Rathbone, Blanche
Weirum, Jean Halden Walker, Marlow
C. Rathbun, Lilyan Thacker.
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Obituaries

DIED—June 22, 1992, Gail Bernard
Rathbun, 75, of Woodside, California.
He was the son of Rex Harold

Rathbun (Charles Harmon John®

Clark® Jonathan* John® ). Mr.
Rathbun had just joined our
Association this year, and had sent us
a great deal of material. He was an
electrical engineer and president of
Rathbun Associates of Mountain View,
Calif. He is survived by his wife, Berta;
a daughter, Karen and a son Galen,
and a brother, Rex Rathbun.

DIED—June 23, 1992, Roy W.
Rathbun, 76, of Qurncy, lllinois. He
was a son of Millard® Rathbun (Henry

William® Ami® Job* Benjamin

Joseph2 John1). A veteran of World
War |, he left no immediate survivors.
His wife, Vera, died in 1974.

DIED—Feb. 28, 1992, Cora Blanche
Rathbone, 94, at Havre, Montana She
was the wife of Fay Rathbone
(Albert Phllander Lyman Paris®
Gideon*John® ). She and Mr.
Rathbone had been married 69 years
and seven months. In addition to her
husband, she is survived by three
sons, Walter, Kenneth and Donald; six
grandchildren, and eight great-grand-
children.

DIED—March 17, 1992, Thomas Perry
Rathbun, 40, of Austerlltz N.Y. He
was a son of the Iate Wesley Rathbun
(Perry Norman John Roger
Samuel® Thomas? John' ). Survivors
include his mother Bertha; two broth-
ers, Donald and Wayne Rathbun, and
two sisters, Wendy Rathbun and
Deborah Giumarra.

DIED—August 5, 1992, Henry W.
Ercanbrack, 83, at Gloversville, N.Y.
He was the son of James and Valla
(Shaw) Ercanbrack and grandson of
Christie Ann Rathbun Shaw (Joseph
Samuel Anthony Samuel® Thomas®
John' ). He is survived by three daugh-
ters and eight grandchildren.

DIED—July 23, 1992, Grace M.
(Goulding) Rathbun, 89, at South
Kingstown, R.l. She was the widow of
Willis H. Rathbun (1899-1938), son of
George8 Rathbun (Seneca John®
Joseph Joshua* John®" ). She is sur-
vived by two sons, Willis H. and
Charles W. Rathbun; two daughters,
Sarah J. Grandchamp and Elizabeth
M. Wilson; six grandchildren; six great-
grandchildren, and two great-great-
grandchildren.

DIED—July 10, 1992, Calvin E.
Reeves, 46, at Fizgerald, Georgia. He
was the son of our members Junior
and Reba (Rathbun) Reevef‘ Reba is
the daughter of John Rathbun
(Hallet Thomas®® John* Samuel®
Thomas? John‘) In addition to his par-
ents, he is survived by a sister, Kathy
R. Arowood.

Reunions

Descendants of Hallet Rathbun
(1841-1925) held their annual reunion
July 4 at Fitzgerald, Georgia. Nearly
100 persons attended, including sev-
eral of our members—Reba and
Junior Reeves, Dixie Fountain and
Ann Paulk. Hallet Rathbun was a
Union soldier who settled in Georgia
after the Civil War.

The Rathbun Family Association of
Rhode Island held its third annual
reunion July 26 in Stonington, Conn.
Some 60 cousins attended the day-
long outing, which featured a chicken
barbecue. The oldest cousin present
was our member Mabel (Rathbun)
Gebler, at 91. A raffle was held to
raise funds for the Block Island
Southeast Lighthouse. Helen M.
Rathbun is president of the Rhode
Island group.

Descendants of Jonathan David
Rathbun (1846-1919) held a reunion
August at the old Rathbun farm near
Chetek, Wisconsin. Among the many
dozen participants were several mem-
bers of our Association, including
Dave and Jacki Blasko, and Paul and
Rosma Limbeck.

DIED—April 25, 1992, Edith M.
Higgins, 89, of Gloversville, N.Y. She
was the daughter of Arthur and Lena
(Burns) Higgins, and a granddaughter
of Andrew Burns and Phoebe
Rathburn (Samuel Joseph Samuel
Anthony Samuel® Thomas? John' )3
There were no immediate survi-
vors.

DIED—July 26, 1992, Benjamin A.
Rathbun, 62, at Salamanca, N.Y. He is
survived by his wife, Millie; four daugh-
ters, Cindy, Lynn and Pam Rathbun,
and Michele Kent; six grandchildren;
two brothers, Mike and Keith Rathbun,
and two sisters, Mrs. Thomas
(Beverly) Lates, and Mrs. Richard
(Coreen) Dunham. We do not know
Mr. Rathbun’s ancestry. Can anyone
help?

The earliest known sex scandal in
our family‘s history has been discov-
ered in Connecticut divorce records
more than two centuries old.

On March 3, 1777, Mary Gates of
Canterbury, Conn., divorced her hus-
band of 15 years, Silas Gates, after
accusing him of incest with their four-
year-old daughter and with their nine-
year-old servant girl, Elizabeth
Rathbone.

Elizabeth was probably the daughter
of Isaiah and Molly (Gates) Rathbun,
born July 13, 1766. Isaiah (1723-1789)
was the son of Jonathan® Rathbun
(John®"). He was married to Molly
Gates on Jan. 9, 1763.

Molly Gates was the daughter of
Hezekiah and Mary (Sawyer) Gates,
and was probably a cousin of Silas,
who was born in 1741, the son of
Zebediah and Mehitable Gates.
Possibly Isaiah and Molly had “farmed
out” Elizabeth to the Gateses.

We do not know what happened to
Elizabeth Rathbun, but she was quite
probably the “Elizabeth Rothbone”
who married Joseph Ashmore and
was living at Albany, N.Y., in 1785. It
seems likely that she would have left
Connecticut after the child-abuse
scandal.
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EDNA DEVINNEY of Nunda, N.Y. cel-
ebrated her 100th birthday on July 18.
She is the daughter of George7
Rathbun (Artemus® Hubbard® Job*
Benjamin Joseph2 John1), and the
widow of Floyd Devinney.

TARA RATHBUN has been chosen as
a member of the 1992-3 cheerleading
squad for the North lllinois University
football team, the Huskies. She is the
daughter of Rod and Debbie Rathbun
and ggranddaughter of our member
Roy? Rathbun (Edward® Charles’
Gamaliel® Walter® Thomas*3?
John' ). Tara has been a cheerleader
since the fifth grade, was a cheer-
leader for all four of her high school
years and was named the 1991-2
Cheerleader of the year by her high
school coaches.

MICHELE RATHBUN was one of the
contestants in this year’s “Mrs. Rhode
Island USA Pageant” held last June
15. Although she did not win, she
called the contest a “great experi-
ence.” Michele, known as Micki, is 28
years old, a “five foot nine inch beauty
with dark hair and hazel eyes.” She is
the wife of Edward'? Rathbun
(Edward11 Everett'® Arthur® Seneca’
John® Joseph5 Joshua* John®?', she
and her husband, married for three
years, live in Coventry.

RATHBUN LAKE, IOWA, made head-
lines last June. University of lowa
researchers reported that women in
18 south-central lowa communities
served by the Rathbun Regional
Water Association are having babies
with birth defects at a rate double that
in other lowa towns. Rathbun Lake
supplies water to 15 lowa counties.
One researcher reported that the lake
has high levels of atrazine. A major
study is under way to investigate the
problem.

BROWNIE MARY RATHBUN is back
in the news again. Mrs. Rathbun was
arrested in 1981 in San Francisco for
selling brownies laced with marijuana
(See our Historian of October 1981,
page 51). She was arrested for the
same offense last July, charged with
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Our New Members

Daniel Dix
Wooster, Ohio

Ronald McMillin
Everly, lowa

Brian A. Rathbun
Pawcatuck, Conn.

Clarence E. Rathbun
San Diego, Calif.

Gilbert and Ann Rathbun
West Greenwich, R.l.

Dr. Katherine Rathbun
Topeka, Kansas

Marlow C. Rathbun
Poway, Calif.

Robert and Irene Rathburn
Cibilo, Texas

giving marijuana brownies to AIDS
patients. Mrs. Rathbun, a widow, gave
her age as 64 in 1981, and now says
she is 68. We do not know the name
of her former husband.

DAVID D’AMORE and Ginger Lee
Case were married Oct. 3, 1992, at
Johnstown, N.Y. David is the son of
Carmelo and Susan (Rathburn)
D’Amore, and grandson of our mem-
bers Mildred and Gaal'® Rathburn
(WilIiamg'8 Samuel’ Joseph6 Samuel®
Anthony* Samuel® Thomas? John').

GALEN B. RATHBUN had a fascinat-
ing article on dugons, or elephant
shrews, in the September issue of
Natural History. The rare shrew is
native to Africa, where Rathbun has
been studying them for nearly 20
years. Rathbun, 48, a zoologist for the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in San
Simeon, California, is a son of the late
Gail Bernard Rathbun, one of our
members, who died last June. Gail
was the son of Rex Harold® Rathbun
(Charles8 Harmon’ John® Clark®
Jonathan® John3'1).

DAWN RAMOZ, your editor's grand-
daughter, has been named editorial
director of her high school newspaper.
Dawn, 16, is a junior at Woodhaven
High School near Detroit, Michigan.
Last year, one of her poems was pub-
lished in the paper. She is the daugh-
ter of Ronald and Charity (Rathbun)
Ramoz

LINDSAY S. REEKS has just pub-
lished a 235-page book, “Ontario
Loyalist Ancestors,” which traces his
wife’s family lines back to Mercy3
Rathbun (John?'), who married
Jonathan Burch in 1706. The book is
$35 postpaid and may be ordered
directly from Lindsay at 2013
Westover Drive, Pleasant Hill, CA
94523.

LOIS RATHBONE, one of our distant
cousins in England, made headlines in
London newspapers recently when
she showed up at a “Sculpture Ball” at
the Royal College of Art, dressed only
in a black velvet choker around her
neck! Lois, 26 and exceptionally well-
built, posed for a sculptor during the
ball, attracting a lot of spectators.

Philinda Marsden, wife of Orrin®
Rathbun (Flussell5 Job* Benjamin3
Joseph2 John1), was the daughter of
William and Sarah (Waring), Marsden.
Our thanks to Doris Amsbury.

Susan D. Rathbun, listed in our July
1990 Historian, page 44, as a daugh-
ter of David Taylor6 Rathbun
(Stephen5 Thomas* Ebenezer®
William? John1), was not his daughter,
but a stepdaughter. She was actually
Susan D. Sims, born in 1828, daughter
of Rathbun’s second wife, Hannah
(Babcock) Sims, by her first husband,
Jeremiah N. Sims. Hannah was the
daughter of Henry and Prudence
(Gavett) Babcock. Our thanks to Rob
Rathbun.



