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Young Daniel Rathbun Was
California Pioneer in 1833

California has been like a gigan-
tic magnet for nearly 150 years,
attracting settlers from throughout the
United States and indeed from all over
the world. It all began with the great
gold rush of 1849, but California’s
balmy weather and fertile soil soon
became more permanent drawing
cards. This is the story of a Rathbun
who migrated to California in 1853
and became a prominent and influen-
tial citizen there.

Daniel Rathbun was born May 13,
1830, in Otsego County, NY., the old-
est son of Ber)‘jamin6 Rathbun
(Daniel5 Benjamin = Joseph2 John1)
and his wife Sabrina Pierce.

His parents moved to Lucas
County, Ohio, when Daniel was a boy.
His father died in 1852 and Daniel
decided to “Go West” and seek his
fortune. He and two friends pooled
their savings and hired a man to take
them overland by horse-drawn coach
to Sacramento.

The “Gold Fever’ had abated some-
what by this time, but young Rathbun
had heard glowing accounts of the
many opportunities in California for
young men with ambition.

Their driver originally planned to
take the “Northern Route” across the
plains directly to Sacramento, but
decided at the last minute to take the
southern route. Reports of Indian
attacks may have accounted for his
change of plans. He agreed, however,
to pay Rathbun and his friends the
fare from Southern California to
Sacramento.

They set out across the prairie on
what must have been an exciting trip,
and eventually reached San
Bernardino. The driver there informed
the three young men that he would
take them no farther, and refused to
pay the money he had promised for
their travel to Sacramento.

Rathbun and his friends were
stranded in a strange town with their

Daniel Rathbun
(1830-1900)

meager belongings and no money. As
they sat on a wagon tongue dis-
cussing their plight, a local resident,
George Garner, came by and over-
heard their conversation. He stopped
to see if he could help out.

After hearing their sad story, Garner
rounded up some local men and sent
them off after the coach driver. He
was brought back to town, and a
meeting was held at the Mormon
Council House to see if some agree-
ment could be worked out.

The driver was adamant, and
refused to consider any compromise
proposal. Garner, a compassionate
man, took the three young men to his
home and offered them food and lodg-
ing until they could make other
arrangements.

Rathbun soon found a job working
in a small dairy operation, and the fol-

Sarah (Garner) Rathbun
(1830-1928)

lowing year he took up some home-
stead property on Lytle Creek near the
city. Then he took a part-time job as a
stage driver and became the first man
to drive a stagecoach from San
Bernardino to Los Angeles.

The following year, he obtained a
government contract to carry mail to
Utah, a somewhat daunting trip in
those days, when angry Indians often
attacked white travelers.

Meanwhile, Rathbun had remained
in close contact with the Garner family
and on September 4, 1856 he was
married to George Garner’s daughter,
Sarah Ann, then 19. Rathbun was 26.

The newlyweds moved into
Rathbun’s home on Lytle Creek, and
her father gave them a piece of
adjoining land as a wedding present.
For the next seven years, Rathbun

(Continued to page 42)
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was a farmer, and fathered three chil-
dren. The first, a daughter, died at two
months. Then came a son Daniel,
born in 1858, and a daughter,
Sabrina, in 1860—named for
Rathbun’s mother.

In 1863, tired of farming, Rathbun
entered the freighting business and
began hauling supplies to Salt Lake
City and other frontier towns. For 12
years, he drove his huge wagons
across the desert wasteland, and
came to know the country better than
anyone around.

Because of this knowledge, he was
hired about 1875 by the Union Pacific
Railroad as superintendent of con-
struction for a new line being
extended into Utah.

By that time, Daniel and Sarah had
four more children—George, born in
1864; Minnie in 1866; William in 1869,
and Franklin in 1873.

About 1876, the Rathbuns sold their
property on Lytle Creek and bought a
120-acre ranch on City Creek, nearer
to San Bernardino. After his job with
the railroad ended Rathbun concen-
trated on farming, and became a
highly successful cattle rancher, win-
ning blue ribbons year after year at
county fairs.

In 1877, another daughter was
born, named Gertrude and over the
next few years his older children
began to marry and leave home.

Now nearing 50 years old, Rathbun
decided to turn the farm over to his
sons and opened a general merchan-
dise store.

Always looking for new opportuni-
ties, over the next few years he built a
hotel, called the St. Charles, and
helped in the planning and construc-
tion of roads to Redlands and Lake
Arrowhead. In his “spare time,”
Rathbun dabbled in politics and
served a term as county supervisor.

He died Nov. 2, 1900, aged 69, hav-
ing played a large role in converting
San Bernardino from a frontier village
into a thriving city. Sarah Rathbun
lived another 28 years and died Jan.
18, 1928, aged 91. They are both
buried in San Bernardino’s Pioneer
Memorial Cemetery.

Rathbun’s oldest son Daniel was
married in 1882, and died less than
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three years later. The second son,
George, ran the family farm for some
years, then became a butter dealer.
He died some time after 1920, leaving
a widow and possibly children.

William died in 1916 and Franklin in
1929. Neither apparently ever mar-
ried. The four daughters all married
and left children, but we have never
made contact with any descendants.

This story, and the picture of Daniel
appeared in the San Bernardino Sun
of Dec. 6, 1987, and were kindly pro-
vided to us by the writer, Fred
Holladay. The picture of Sarah was
taken from a 1922 history of San
Bernardino. Some of the other infor-
mation came from census records and
city directories, and from your editor’s
genealogical files.

Mariners

(Continued from page 37

Kamehameha IV, only 21 years old. A
smallpox epidemic three years earlier
had killed thousands, and Honolulu in
1855 had only 9,000 residents.

Mary wrote her daughter: “| like this
place very much & | have never seen
your father so well pleased with any
place except Key West & this climate
is like that.”

Captain Clark, however, soon
became ill. Mary wrote her daughter
on November 30: “Your father has
been quite sick the last two weeks. He
has what they call the boohoo fever
which they say everyone who comes
here must have & no one was ever
known to die with it, but it is exceed-
ingly unpleasant. It is called boohoo
because the natives have it & when
they are taken with it, many of them sit
down on the ground & have a good
cry, which does not help the matter
much.”

Mary also complained about thick
clouds of “mosquitoes and fleas” in
their cabin, and described in detail the
native women'’s clothing:

“They have a great fancy for yellow
wreaths which they wear on their
heads . . . and large red and yellow
beads around their necks . . . The
women’s dresses are all made alike,
they are full with deep yokes like a
nightgown, some of black, some of
white, some of pink, some Turkey red,
etc., the more gaudy the better & they
wear a man’s hat, if anything, on their
heads.”

By late December, Captain Clark
had taken on 8,000 barrels of whale
oil valued at more than $27,000. He
also loaded 30,000 goatskins and
250,000 pounds of baleen (whale-
bone, used for corset stays). It was

the largest freight load that had ever
left Honolulu. The Hoxie sailed on
Christmas Eve 1855 for the return trip.
They arrived in New York City on April
12, 1856, after a voyage of 109 days.

Captain Clark never fully recovered
after the trip. He spent the following
winter at Key West trying to regain his
health, but he died of tuberculosis on
Oct. 29, 1857, aged 37.

Mary (Rathbun) Clark lived as a
widow for 52 more years, looking back
and talking many time about her
Hawaiian trip — one made by only a
few Americans at the time, and by
extremely few women.

(The story of Mary (Rathbun)
Clark’s voyage to Hawaii was pub-
lished in the Fall 1985 issue of the
“Log of Mystic Seaport,” together with
her picture and that of her husband.)

Captain Benjamin Rathbun, a mem-
ber of our Association, has recently
published a booklet on the history of
islands and lighthouses in the eastern
part of Long Island Sound. Block Island,
the home of our ancestors, is included.

Copies may be ordered for $12
each from Captain Ben at 52
Riverview Avenue, Noank, Conn.
06340-5765.

Ben and his wife Rosalie are also
members of the Noank Valley
Cemetery Association, which is seek-
ing donations to help replace fencing
around the cemetery.

There are many Rathbuns buried in
the old cemetery, some of their grave-
stones dating to the early 1800s. If
you would like to help out, send your
contribution to Ben and Rosalie at the
above address.
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Genealogy: The Seventh
Generation in America

55. JARED LEWIS’ RATHBUN
(Adams6 Jonathan® Isaiah* Jonathan®
John2'1), born May 18, 1827, in
Salem, Conn. He was called a factory
laborer in the 1850 census at Norwich,
Conn. He served for a short time in
the Army during the Civil War,
described as five feet eleven inches,
with black eyes and dark hair. He was
discharged in St. Louis, Mo., and mar-
ried a few months later on Sept. 2,
1862, in Brown County, lllinois, to
Mary E. Twombley, born in Sept.
1832, ancestry unknown. They lived in
Brown County for many years, then
moved to Linn County, lowa, where he
died Aug. 31, 1899. Mary died some-
time after 1900.

CHILDREN

HERBERT GEORGE, born Aug. 22,
1863; died in 1929 in Brown County;
no known marriage.

JOSEPH LEWIS, born Sept. 17,
1865; married Winifred -

ALONZO G., born Nov. 8, 1867;
married Emma -

ELLA L., born Feb. 11, 1870; mar-
ried William Bixley on Jan. 9, 1899, in
Shelby County, Mo.

LEVI ASHLEY, born Sept. 7, 1872;
married Annie E. Grady.

56. REUBEN BROWN’ RATHBUN
(Christopher6 Jonathan® Isaiah*
Jonathan® John 2'1), born Sept. 4,
1825, in Salem, Conn. He was mar-
ried Nov. 17, 1850, at Norwich, Conn.,
to Ellen Lawton Martin, born Nov. 12,
1832, daughter of Anson and Betsey
Martin. Ellen divorced Reuben August
8, 1867, charging him with miscon-
duct. He was later married, date
unknown, to Jewett , born in
October 1820. Reuben was a school-
teacher in Norwich but moved in late
life to Manhattan, N.Y., where he and
Jewett were living in 1900. Nothing
more is known of them and he had no
known children by either wife.

57. ASHER DEMING’ RATHBUN
(Christogher6 Jonathan® Isaiah*
Jonathan John2’1), born about 1826
at Salem, Conn. He was married there
on Nov. 11, 1848, to Elizabeth Mary
Pierce, born May 25, 1828, parentage
unknown. Asher was listed as a miller
in the 1850 census at Griswold,
Conn., and as a wagonmaker there in
1860. He died April 5, 1865, at
Voluntown, Conn. Elizabeth (Betsey)
died March 20, 1931, aged nearly
108.

CHILDREN

WILLIAM A., born Oct. 23, 1851;
married Anne E. Slocum.

MARY E., born July 2, 1854; mar-
ried Nathan Maine on March 3, 1875.

CHARLES IRVING, born Feb. 27,
1856; married Emma A. Donnelly.

GEORGE DEMING, born Dec. 31,
1858; married Hannah (Culver)
Kennie.

58. ISAIAH WILLCOX’ RATHBUN
(Christopher6 Jonathan® Isaiah*
Jonathan® John 2'1), born Nov. 11,
1828, in Salem, Conn. He was mar-
ried Sept. 8, 1862, at nearby Hebron
to Emily Jane Austin, born Sept. 7,
1844, daughter of Samuel A. and
Harriet (Penfield) Austin. They lived in
Hebron, where he was a carpenter
and built a number of homes. He was
an accomplished violin player. In
1853, with his brother Jeremiah, he
went overland to California in a cov-
ered wagon, and remained there six
years. He died Sept. 29, 1906, at
Hebron, and Emily died there Feb. 2,
1927.

CHILDREN

SON (Unnamed), born April 19,
1863; died in infancy.

FREDERICK AUSTIN, born May
11, 1864; married Cora Bell Wilcox.

ASHER DEMING, Oct. 31, 1865;
married Margaretta

LUCY, born March 12, 1867; died in
infancy.

GURDON CADY, born Jan. 9,
1868; married Mary D. Fox.

GRACE LATHROP, born March 28,
1871; married John F. Simmons.

JULIA MARIA, born Sept. 7, 1873;
married E.B. Porter.

RUFUS RUTHERFORD, born Dec.
31, 1876; married (1) Sarah L. Cobb,
and (2) Flora Porter.

CLARENCE POST, born Oct. 19,
1878; married Annie Bjorkland.

IVA M. PEARL, born Nov. 6, 1882;
married Herbert Richards on April 25,
1907.

ADDIE BELLE, born Aug. 13, 1885;
married Harold W. Hildreth on April
17, 1905.

59. JEREMIAH D.” RATHBUN
(Christopher6 Jonathan® 1saiah*
Jonathan® John2'1), born May 10,
1835, at Salem, Conn. He went with
his brother Isaiah to California by cov-
ered wagon in 1853, and remained
there. He was married Oct. 14, 1869,
in Alameda, to Sarah Jane Elliott, born
March 11, 1850, daughter of Joshua
and Minerva (Leonard) Elliott. They
lived in Alameda where Jeremiah died
Nov. 6, 1909, and Sarah on Feb. 18,
1927.

CHILDREN

CLARENCE EUGENE, born May 7,
1871; married Viola -

LYDIA MINERVA, born Jan. 19,
1876; no further data.

CHARLES HENRY, born Nov. 12,
1879; alive, unmarried in 1910.

(Continued to page 44)
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60. WILLIAM WALDO’ RATHBONE
(Deming6 Jonathan® Isaiah*
Jonathan® John?), born April 4,
1829, in Columbus, Ohio, and married
Nov. 14, 1852, at Marietta, Ohio, Julia
Furgerson, born about 1830, daughter
of James F. and Alvira (Morse)
Furgerson. Soon after their marriage,
he purchased land on the east bank of
the Muskingum River, a mile north of
Marietta, and developed a prosperous
market gardening business. He later
went into the commercial growing of
sweet potatoes, and shipped plants to
growers throughout the United States
and Canada. He was an avid reader
and student of agriculture and wrote
frequent articles for publication. He
had a beautiful red brick colonial
home on his farm, and in its front yard
was the famous Rathbone EIm, the
largest elm tree in the world (see our
Historian of July 1984). He named his
estate EIm Shade. He died there on
August 9, 1884, and Julia died in
1898.

CHILDREN

ALICE PUTNAM, born Oct. 18,
1858; died August 30, 1869.

KATHERINE E., born April 15,
1862; married Hiram D. Shaw.

CHARLOTTE, born June 13, 1864;
married Edwin S. Lee on Dec. 28,
1887.

JULIA WALDINE, born June 11,
1869; died single in 1946.

61. DOUGLAS PUTNAM’ RATHBONE
(Deming6 Jonathan® Isaiah?
Jonathan® John2'1), born May 20,
1835, in Louisville, Ky. He was mar-
ried Feb. 22, 1860, in Coffee County,
Tenn., to Mary Ann Lasater, born Feb.
9, 1840, daughter of R.B. Lasater, a
merchant in Coffee County. Rathbone
went into business with his father-in-
law in Manchester, Tenn. He became
postmaster there and was president of
Manchester College for many years.
Mary Ann died on Sept. 10, 1878. He
left Tennessee and moved to
Cincinnati, Ohio, and then back to his
birthplace, Louisville, Ky., where he
was married on Feb. 14, 1882, to Mrs.
Louisa (Scott) Rogers, a widow,
whose birth and parentage are
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unknown. He died four years later on
March 20, 1886, and was buried by
the side of his first wife in Manchester,
Tenn. His second wife was still living
in 1891, but nothing more is known of
her.

CHILDREN

All by Mary Ann

KATHERINE MARY, born Nov. 4,
1860; married A.M. Moore on March
8, 1887.

SUSAN LASATER, born Nov. 4,
1860 (twin); married Samuel J. Ferris
in Sept. 1884.

HENRY EVERETT, born Oct. 18,
1865; married Anna Blackwell.

WILLIAM ROBERT, born Sept. 12,
1867; married Jessie Wofford.

EUGENE PUTNAM, born June 19,
1870; died March 30, 1872.

MARY BERTIE, born July 27, 1873;
died Sept. 10, 1878, according to
Cooley, but that was her mother’s
death date, so it may be an error. It
seems unlikely that both died the
same day.

62. CHARLES DEMING’ RATH-
BONE (Deming6 Jonathan® Isaiah*
Jonathan® John '1), born July 6, 1840,
at Belpre, Ohio. He enlisted in the
24th Ohio Cavalry in 1861, and served
through the Civil War, as a First
Sergeant after 1862. He was wounded
in action and discharged in June
1864. After the war, he was married
Oct. 3, 1865, to Maria Loring Ames,
born in 1848, daughter of Charles R.
and Mary Jane (Fisher) Ames. He
lived at Belpre all his life, and served
as a justice of the peace for seven
years. Maria died on Nov. 11, 1882,
and he died in 1906.

CHILDREN

FLORENCE LORING, born May 30,
1867; died unmarried in 1910.

ELIZABETH DEAN, born Jan. 6,
1869; she lived in Chicago and was
treasurer in 1893 of the short-lived
Rathbone Family Association. Nothing
more is known of her and she may
have died by 1900, for her name has
not been found in the Federal Census
of that year.

FLORENCE PUTNAM, born May
30, 1873; married John G. Goll on
Feb. 4, 1908.

63. THOMAS S.” RATHBUN
(Hiram6 Jonathan® Isaiah* Jonathan®
John 2'1), born about 1840 in
Tennessee, and married there in
Nashville on May 15, 1867, to Mary
Ellen Garner, born about 1848,
parentage unkown. They moved about
1875 to Montgomery County, Texas,
where they appear in the 1880 cen-
sus. Nothing more is known of them;
none of the family has been found in
the 1900 census.

CHILDREN
MARGARET A., born in 1868.

JULIA, born about 1875.
THOMAS, born about 1878.

64. WILLIAM ADAMS’ RATHBUN
JR. (William® Jonathan® Isaiah*
Jonathan® John2‘1), born August 10,
1830, in Springfield, Mass. He was
married there June 6, 1852, to Emily
Jane Stanley, born about 1826,
parentage unknown. He was a confec-
tioner in Springfield for several years,
then moved by 1856 to Enfield, Conn.;
then to Boston, and later to New
Haven. Emily died May 14, 1895. He
was living as late as 1900.

CHILDREN

SARAH JEAN, born May 17, 1853;
alive in 1860, no further data.

FRANK, born in March 1855; died
April 8, 1857, of scarlet fever.

FREDERICK, born in April 1856;
died April 1, 1857, of scarlet fever.

CHARLES, born May 28, 1858; died
Aug. 8, 1858.

WILLIAM, born in August 1872; died
Sept. 27, 1877, in Boston.

65. JOHN HIRAM’ RATHBUN
(John®1), born August 28, 1803, in
Johnstown, R.l., and married there in
August 1824 Ann Eliza Attwood, born
March 23, 1805, daughter of Anthony
and Zerviah (Kelton) Attwood. They
lived all their lives at Johnstown,
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where he was a carpenter. He died
there March 16, 1858, and Ann Eliza
on May 21, 1873.

CHILDREN

ANN ELIZA, born Nov. 28, 1825;
married Albert K. Wolcott on Nov. 2,
1848.

ANTHONY ATTWOOD, born July
18, 1828; married Alice Kenyon.

JOHN SEBRA, born Nov. 22, 1830;
married Mahala McCrary.

WILLIAM PEABODY, born 1832; he
was alive in 1860 but nothing more is
known of him.

CLARA, born July 25, 1835; died
March 9, 1862, single.

GEORGE WASHINGTON, born
about 1837; reportedly died in
Chicago in October 1893.

HENRY F., born Jan. 8, 1839; mar-
ried Ellen Collins.

BENJAMIN A., born about 1840;
married Georgianna Hawkins on May
11, 1869. He died about 1874.
Georgianna died Aug. 29, 1908. They
had no known children.

SUSAN SARAH, born about 1842;
died July 24, 1849.

PHOEBE E., born Sept. 10, 1844,
died May 15, 1854.

MARY ANNA, born April 17, 1847;
died July 14, 1849.

66. JOSHUA JAMES’ RATHBUN
(John®), born April 20, 1805, in
Exeter, R.l., and married there Feb.
12, 1827, Sabra Champlin, born May
11, 1808, parentage unknown. They
moved to Scituate and later
Johnstown, R.l., where Sabra died
Oct. 31, 1859, and Joshua died April
4, 1861.

CHILDREN

MARY ANNA, born Oct. 13, 1827;
died Oct. 10, 1843.

SUSAN SMITH, born Aug. 14,
1829; married (1) Henry Collins on
June 10, 1844, and (2) Moses Evans.

RUTH HARRIET, born May 31,
1831; died Oct. 7, 1843, three days
before her sister, Mary Anna.

ROXANNA M., born March , 1833;
married William Angell on Aug. 12,
1849.

67. RAYMOND CLARK’ RATHBUN
(John6'1), born March 7, 1807, in
Exeter, R.l. He moved to McLean
County, lll., in 1838 and was married
there in April 1842 to Virginia May,
born March 4, 1820, parentage
unknown. He died April 18, 1851, at
Mount Hope in McLean County.
Virginia was married on May 11, 1854,
to Alfred Norris, and died June 13,
1868.

CHILD
SARAH ANN, born May 30, 1851;

married Levi Benjamin Davidson on
May 4, 1867.

68. CALVIN WEATON’ RATHBUN
(John®"), born Dec. 29, 1831, in
Exeter, R.l. He became a cigar maker,
but apparently got into trouble and
was listed in the 1850 census in the
Rhode Island State Prison. He was
married first on July 1, 1854, to Mary
Towns Baker, born Aug. 23, 1832,
daughter of Reuben and Thankful
(Hawley) Baker. She died May 2,
1857. He enlisted in the Army in
August 1861, and served as a corpo-
ral in Co. B of the First Rhode Island
Light Artillery. He was shot in the leg
during the battle of Fredericksburg in
December 1862, and the leg had to be
amputated just below the knee. He
was described at the time as six feet
tall, a carpenter, with blue eyes and
fair complexion. He was married on
Sept. 1, 1865, to Mary A. Williams,
born about 1836, daughter of Cyril
and Elizabeth Williams. She died or
they were divorced soon after the
marriage, for on Oct. 26, 1866, he was
married to Mary A. Green, about
whom nothing is known. This marriage
also ended within a year or two, and
on Jan. 1, 1869, he was married to
Elizabeth Aldrich Hawley, born about
1849, daughter of James and Almira
Hawley. They were divorced a few
years later, and he was married for
the fifth time on Feb. 21, 1879, to
Ellen Alice (Cole) McPherson, born
about 1848, daughter of Ebenezer
and Ardea Cole and widow of a
McPherson. They apparently sepa-
rated, for the 1900 census shows him
living alone in Providence, and a Mrs.

Ellen Rathbun, aged 70, also alone.
Calvin died March 5, 1911, in
Pawtucket. He apparently had no chil-
dren by any of his five wives.

69. BERIAH LEWIS” RATHBUN
(Abel® John®>"), born July 16, 1812, at
Exeter, R.l., and married Oct. 31,
1839, to Hannah (Mattison) Rathbun,
widow of his cousin, Willet® Rathbun
(Joseph5 Joshua* John3’2'1), who
died in 1833. Hannah was born Oct.
16, 1815, daughter of Reuben and
Ester Mattison. Hannah died on Jan.
26, 1842, there weeks after childbirth.
Beriah died June 24, 1848, in
Voluntown, Conn., a few weeks before
his 36th birthday.

CHILD

BERIAH LEWIS JR., born Jan. 6,
1842. Orphaned at six years old, he
was raised by friends, and moved as a
young man to LaSalle County, Ill.,
where he died in January 1870, aged
28. He apparently never married.

70. NEWMAN A. (ABEL?)7 RATH-
BUN (Abel® John®>"), born about 1814
in Exeter, R.l. He “went West” in the
1840s and was married in Lafayette
County, Wisc., June 29, 1849, to
Bridget O’Flynn, born about 1832,
parentage unknown. They were living
in Galena, lllinois, in 1850, when he
was described as a teamster. Nothing
is known of his later life. A Newman
Rathbun, probably him, was living in
San Francisco, California, in 1877,
and he probably died soon after that.
Nothing more is known of Bridget.

CHILDREN

GEORGE C., born in March 1850;
possibly the George Rathbun who
died March 19, 1916, in Los Angeles.
No known marriage.

MARTIN A. (ABEL?), born in
November 1853; married Sarah E.
Benedict.

?CHARLES, born about 1855; living
in Farmington, Minn., in 1870.

(Continued to page 46)
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(Continued from page 45)

Possibly the Charles Rathbun who
died in Los Angeles in 1910.

?JOHN B., born about 1857; living
in Farmington, Minn., in 1870.

71. ABRAHAM’ RATHBUN/RATH-
BURN (Stephen6 Daniel® John‘“),
born March 20, 1831, in Sheffield,
Mass. He was married May 1, 1855,
at Beckett, Mass., to Melissa Barden,
aged 13, daughter of William and
Sarah Barden. They were living with
her parents in 1855, and were in
Cranville, Mass., in 1859. Nothing
more is known of Melissa, and she
may have died. Abraham enlisted in
the Army June 23, 1862, at Boston, in
the 33rd Mass. Infantry, and deserted
June 17, 1863, at Alexandria, Va. He
moved to Pennsylvania, and was mar-
ried there, in Perry County, on May
16, 1864, to Elizabeth (Headley or
Steadley) Rhodenhizer, a widow, born
March 16, 1830, parentage unknown,
and widow of Philip Rhodenhizer.
Three months later, Abraham enlisted
again, on August 9, 1864, in the 201st
Pa. Infantry. In October 1864, he was
injured when he and his fellow sol-
diers were ordered to jump from a
moving train near Manassas, Virginia,
to attack the famed “Mosby’s
Raiders.” He suffered a severe rupture
and was mustered out 10 months later
on June 21, 1865. He returned to
Pennsylvania and lived over the next
30 years in Montour County,
Northumberland County and finally
Perry County, where he died Sept. 24,
1900, in Miller Township. Elizabeth
died Feb. 17, 1906, in Perry County.

CHILDREN

By Melissa

SON (name unknown), born Nov.
17, 1859; died young?
by Elizabeth

JOSEPH ABRAHAM, born March 1,
1865; married (1) Julia Barto, and (2)
Emma McLaughlin.

MARIA A., born April 3, 1867; mar-
ried (1) Archie Ashton on July 7, 1887,
and (2) Michael Hendricks.

JANE D., born Dec. 24, 1869; mar-
ried (?) Elmer Long, and/or Solomon
Strickland.
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ROBERT, born Oct. 12, 1871; mar-
ried Priscilla L. Stehley.

72. CHARLES S.” RATHBUN
(?Stephen® Daniel® John* "), born
about 1836, probably in Massachu-
setts. He moved as a young man to
Ohio and was married there in Ross
County on Jan. 12, 1860, to Ellen
Minerva Brown, born about 1842,
parentage unknown. They were living
in Ross County in 1850, but nothing
has been found about their later lives.
They do not appear in any later cen-
suses.

CHILDREN

?JOHN, born about 1863; living in
Montana in 1900, aged 27; father born
in Mass.

?JAMES, born about 1867; also in
Montana in 1900, aged 23; father born
in Mass.

WE THANK the following members
who have sent in family data, clip-
pings, pictures and other items: Terry
Carnahan, Helen M. Rathbun, Ellen
Kenyon, Isaac B. Rathbun, Eleanor
Eckert, Marlene Wilkinson, Rob
Rathbun, Patti Garrett, Charles
Beveridge, Haybron Adams, Mary
Hermanski, Margery Foss, Bill
Lieuellen, Frank E. Rathbun, Peggy
Sheldon, Carol Liptak, Dorothy Danks,
Shirley Rathbun, Rosalie Rathbun,
Mildred and Wayne Rathbun, Donna
Bender, Dorcas Jones-Hendershot,
Ted A. Rathbun, Bob Willis, Grove
and Janet Rathbun, Lauren Landis,
Ernest Coshow, David E. Rathbun,
Mary Champlin, Mary Claypool,
Beverly Gillette, Arthur Hutchinson

At last report, Block Island’s
Southeast Lighthouse was scheduled
to be moved in July. Groundbreaking
ceremonies were held in May for the
$2.3 million project, which calls for
moving the 2,000-ton lighthouse 245
feet back from the Mohegan Bluffs. It
is now only 55 feet away from the cliff
edge. Our Association members con-
tributed more than $2,000 to save the
120-year-old landmark.

Corrections

Marvin M. Rathburn, son of Lewis®
Rathburn (David® Edmund* John®?1),
died of “congestion of the brain” on
April 13, 1863 (not 1865), at Old
Lexington, Ky., while serving with Co.
I, Seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry.
(Historian of April 1987, page 29). Our
thanks to K. Haybron Adams.

Sarah AIIisons wife of Charles®
Rathbun (Amos® John* Jonathan®
John2'1), was the daughter of John,
not Joseph, Allison, as reported in our
Historian of Oct. 1985, page 59. Our
thanks to Rev. Robert and Shirley
Rathbun.

In an earlier story, we reported on
the activities of some of our family’s
early “black sheep.” We apparently
still have some today. Ernest C.
Rathbone, 42, and Sandra A.
Rathbone, 33, presumably his wife,
were arrested last April in Kentucky on
a variety of charges. He was accused
of burglary, receiving stolen property,
parole violation, auto theft and seven
counts of stealing license plates. They
were arrested after a traffic accident in
which Sandra Rathbone suffered
minor injuries. She was charged with
receiving stolen property. The
Rathbones were listed as residents of
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Past Issues
Still Available

All issues, 1981-1992............... $185
All issues, 1981..........cccccuvveeenn. $ 22
All issues, 1982..........ccccceeun... $ 20

All issues for any single year from
1983 to 1991 are available at $15
per year. Single copies of any issue
are $4 each, but some early issues
are available only in xerox unless
ordering a complete back set.
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Obituaries

DIED—Feb. 28, 1993, Ralph Wilbur
Rathbun, 77, of Murray, Neb. A char-
ter member of our Association, he was
the son of John Rathbun (Cyrus7
Damel William® Daniel* Joshua®
John® ). He was an Army veteran of
World War Il and a former member of
the Murray village board. He is sur-
vived by a daughter, Ruth Ann (Mrs.
Edward) Corwin; two sons, Gaylen
and Bruce Rathbun; four grandchil-
dren, and two sisters, Ruth Reeves
and Irene Bishop.

DIED—Jan. 31, 1993, Shirley
(Howard) Beveridge, wife of Charles
D. Beveridge, of Fedhaven, Florida, a
member of our Association. He is the
son of Minnie Emma (Rathbung
Beveridge, a daughter of Charles
Rathbun (Geor e Joshua® Acors®
Joshua*? John? ). In addition to
her husband, she is survived by a
daughter, Marsha Spires; a son,
Stewart H. Graves; three grandchil-
dren; one great-grandson, and a
brother. She served in the U.S. Marine
Corps during World War Il.

DIED—MAY 19, 1993, Delbert (Deb)
Rathbun, 84, of Ellsworth, Kansas.
He was the son of Mosheln9
Rathbun (George Rowland Acors®
Joshua®* "3 John? ) His first wife,
Hattie, died in 1932. Surviving are his
second wife, of 48 years, Hazel; a
son, Tom; daughter, Terrie Rietbrock;
foster daughter, Evelyn Scalchenberg;
14 grandchildren; 11 great-grandchil-
dren; three brothers, Merle, Donald
and Clyde, and four sisters, Ethyl
Rizor; Maxine Clifton, Mary Jane
Thornton and Gail Burton.

DIED—June 23, 1993, Marian H.
Rathbun, 72, of East Lyme, Conn
She was the widow of Earl F.1
Rathbun (Everett9 Jerome Nathan
Robert John®* samuel® Thomas?
John' ), who died in 1974. She is sur-
vived by three sons, Earl F. Jr., Terry
R. and Richard H. Rathbun; a daugh-
ter, Nancy R. Dibble, and three grand-
children.

7

DIED—June 29, 1993, G. (Goldie)
Edwin Slater, 94, of Tucson, Arizona.
His first wife, Charity, who died in
1981, was the daughter of Walter
McCrath and Lourse Rathbun (Hu o
Charles® Amos®* Joshua® John® )
Goldie and Charity raised your editor
after his mother died. He is survived
by his second wife, Iris; two sons,
Jack and James Slater; two step-chil-
dren; 10 grandchildren, 15 great-
grandchildren, and a sister.

DIED—March 29, 1993, Don Philip
Rathburn, 49, at Selma, Oregon He
was the son of Richard'' Rathburn
(Lisle 1% Emmet® Georgea Vortimer’
Lucius® Jonathan®* John®2! ). He is
survived by his wife Norma; two sons,
Don and Richard; a daughter Lorry,
and a brother, Robert Rathbun.

DIED—April 5, 1993, Mrs. Mary J.
Rathbun, 81, at Smithfield, R.l. She
was the widow of Alfred 5 [Rathbun
(Ernest George Jeremrah Robert®
Samuel Roger Samuel® Thomas?
John' ), who died in 1985. She is sur-
vived by two sons, Normand and
Leonard C. Rathbun; a daughter,
Roseann Miller; six grandchildren; five
great-grandchildren, and three sisters.

DIED—May 16, 1993, Madeline
Rathbun, 65, of Dexter, N.Y. She was
the wrfe of Mrlton .10 Rathbun
(Mllton Herbert Albert Allen6
Josiah® Job* Joshua® John? ). In
addition to her husband, she is sur-
vived by a son, Wayne E. Rathbun; a
daughter, Deborah G. Rathbun; two
grandchildren; a sister, and two broth-
ers.

DIED—March 22, 1993, Helen E.
(Rathburn) Wallace, 86, of Delaware,
Ohio. She was the daughter of
RosweII Rathburn (Davrd Lewis®
David® Edmund* John®?1 ). Her hus-
band, Willard W. Wallace preceded
her in death. She is survived by two
sons and a daughter; nine grandchil-
dren; 14 great-grandchildren; three
great-great-grandchildren, and a sis-
ter, Ruth McPherson.

New Data

Charles Rathbun son of Joel6
Rathbun (Joel Benjamln Joseph
John1), was married to Jennie Ewell
on June 9, 1887, in Ashley County,
Ark. He apparently died within a few
years, for Jennie was married to J.D.
Roper on Dec. 25, 1889, in Ashley
County. Charles’ sister Mary probably
married John Schneider on May 22,
1880, in New Orleans. The Mary
Rathbun who married William Coats
was probably not her, as speculated in
our Historian of January 1991, Page
13. That Mary is unidentified.

Nathan® Rathbun (Slmeon
Thomas® John?! ) had a previously
unknown daughter, Julia A., born
about 1830, who was married to
Gilbert L. Mathewson on Aug. 3, 1860,
in Burrillville, R.l. Nathan’s son,
Nathaniel Wheaton Rathbun (1825-
1903), also had a previously unknown
daughter, Angeline, born about 1854,
who married James Snowling on June
10, 1871, in North Providence, R.I.

Hannah Collison, first wife of AIIen
Faxton6 Rathbun (Josrah Job*
Joshua® John? ) was born July 25,
1797, in Dundas, Ontario, daughter of
John and Hannah Collison. (Historian
of Oct. 1988, page 61). Allen and his
second wife, Isabella Mclntosh, were
apparently divorced and she remar-
ried and died about 1864 in Chicago,
according to Cooley.

Mary Angellne Rathbun, daughter of
Joseph Anthony Rathbun (Benjamln5
Anthony4 samuel® Thomas? John' )
married Whiting S. Gardiner on Nov.
30, 1859, in North Kingstown, R.I. If
she was married to William H.
Johnson as reported in our Historian
of January 1990, page 14, it must
have been a second marriage.

Johannah Brookrngs wife of Asa®
Rathbun (Danrel Valentlne4 Joshua®
John® ) was probably the daughter of
Silas and Lucy Brookings. (Historian
of Oct. 1987, page 60). Our thanks for
this and the preceding items to Rob
Rathbun.
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ELWIN AND ELLEN KENYON of
Charlestown, R.l., celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary on June 4,
1993. A surprise party was given them
on June 6 by their family and friends.
Ellen is the daughter of Amos®
Rathbun (Charles Amos’ Newman®
Jonathan® John* ) The Kenyons are
long-time members of our Association.

MARJORIE RAYMOND and her hus-
band Donald of Cranston, R.l., cele-
brated their 50th wedding anniversary
with a party on March 20, 1993
Marjorie is the daughter of Walter
Rathbun (Wlllram John’ Robert
John®* samuel® Thomas? John' ),
and a long-time member of our
Association.

SUSAN N. CHAMPLIN was married
May 1, 1993, to Michael A. Pimental in
East Greenwich, R.l. Susan is the
daughter of Rollo and Mary E.
(Rathbun) Champlin and granddaugh-
ter of Helen M. Rathbun, president of
the Rhode Island-Connecticut branch
of our Association. Helen is the
daughter of Ernest Rathbun
(Charles Seneca John® Joseph
Joshua* John 21y, and the widow of
Edward'® Rathbun (Georgeg
Raymond Amy Olney Joshua5
Anthony Samuel® Thomas® John)

SCOTT A. RATHBUN and Kathleen
Murray were married May 22, 1993, at
Pawcatuck, Conn. Scott is the son of

our member David E.11 Rathbun
(Lawrence10 Everett Jerome®
Nathan Robert John®* samuel®

Thomas? John' ), who is a member of
our Association.

HEATHER J. RATHBUN received her
bachelor of arts degree from the
University of Connecticut on May 23{
1993. She is the daughter of David'
Rathbun (see ancestry in preceding
item).
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SUZANNE RATHBUN received her
law degree from the University of
Connecticut School of Law last spring,
and plans to take the bar examination
this summer. She is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. George Rathbun, mem-
bers of our Assocratlon George is the
son of Rollin® Rathbun (Albert
Calvun6 Samuel® Elljah4 Samuel
John' )-

SHELLY LEE GLENN was married
Feb. 9, 1993, at Fort Riley, Kansas, to
Arthur Daniel Mayo. She is the daugh-
ter of Gary and Pamela Glenn and
granddaughter of our member Patti
(Rathbun) Garrett. Patti is the daugh-
ter of W|II|am9 Rathbun (Dan|el
W|Il|am Damel William® Daniel®
Joshua® John®").

An article in a Rochester (N.Y.)
newspaper of Feb. 14, 1965, reported
the death of Mrs. Maude Rathbun, 75,
“who had been in critical condition
since being found Wednesday night
after being trapped in her bathtub for
15 days.” We do not know the identity
of this poor lady. Can anybody help?

Births

BORN—Feb. 24, 1993, Douglas Allen
Rathbun, son of Kirk and Kelly Jean
Rathbun, grandson of Corrin and
Cheryl Rathbun and great-grandson of
our members Mlldred and Wayn99
Rathbun (Clark® John Alfred5 Job*
Benjamin Joseph John' ), of Rich-
land, Washington.

BORN—April 18, 1993, Samantha Jo
and Jessica Danielle Curtis, twin
daughters of David and Beth Curtis
and granddaughters of our members
Louie and Juanita (Rathbun) Curtis, of
Turlock, Cal Juanita is the daughter

of Amory Rathbun (Charles h
W|II|am Alfred® Wait®>* Joshua®
John® ).

BORN—Dec. 23, 1992, Gregory Eric
Johnson, son of Kenneth and Tereen
Johnson, grandson of our members
Brooks and Ann Kelly of Pembroke,
Mass., and great-granddaughter of the
late Rhoda Durkan, a long-time mem-
ber of our Association, who died last
March 21, just three months after the
birth of Gregory, her first great-grand-
child. Rhoda was a descendant of
Rhoda (Rathbun) Ellis (1774 1819),
a daughter of Joshua* Rathbun
(John

BORN—May 13, 1993, Taner Scott
Rathbun, son of Daniel and Caroline
Rathbun and grandson of Pamela and
Daniel'’ Rathbun (Wllllam 109 paniel®
W|II|am Danrel William® Daniel*
Joshua® John® ). Daniel and Pamela
are also the parents of Kimberly Lynn
Rathbun, who married Nicholas
Edward Geifer last Nov. 21 at Topeka,
Kansas. In our last issue, page 32, we
did not know her ancestry.

Eunice Babb, wrfe of Zebulon®
Rathbun (Edmund Jonathan*
John® ) was born Aug. 27, 1790, in
Mass., the daughter of Benjamin and
Rachel (Clark) Babb. She died in
1830. (Historian of April 1986, page
28).



