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Rathbone’s request to Congress for
a new trial was ignored in 1902 and
again in 1904, but in 1906, he
received a big boost when the Ohio
State Legislature sent a special peti-
tion to Congress on Rathbone’s
behalf. That had the desired effect.
Congress agreed to look into the
case, and ordered that all the trial
records be printed. Rathbone was
asked to make a formal statement,
also to be printed.

By this time, Rathbone had spent
over five years in an almost full-time
effort to obtain a new trial and clear
his name. It was not to be. Congress
did nothing after the material was
printed.

It is difficult nearly a century later to
decide the merits of Rathbone’s case,
but all the evidence does suggest that
he deserved another trial, at the very
least. Why he could not obtain it
remains a mystery. Possibly General
Wood, who had many powerful friends,
was able to block Rathbone’s efforts.
Senator Mark Hanna, Rathbone’s chief
ally, had died in 1904.

General Wood went on to a long
and distinguished career. He was a
candidate for the presidential nomina-
tion in 1914 and 1920, and served as
governor-general of the Philippines
from 1921 until his death in 1927. Fort
Leonard Wood, Missouri, is named in
his honor.

Rathbone slipped into obscurity, an
understandably bitter man. Nothing is
known of his later years. He died April
4, 1926, in Elmira, N.Y., at the age of
78. He wife’s death date is not known.

They had only one son, Estes
George Rathbone Jr. (1889-1973)
who was married but had no known
children.

The New York Times in 1906 com-
mented: “Rathbone has all along
insisted that an investigation by
Congress would completely exonerate
him. Rathbone has spent most of the
last five years...and has devoted all
his time and energy...to the prosecu-
tion of his case...It is rather hard upon
a man who has declined a pardon to
be kept out of court.”

What is the truth? Based on the evi-
dence, your editor thinks Rathbone
got a raw deal!

(Continued from page 3)

“My parents had six children. Each
was delivered by a midwife, who had
to be engaged before-hand as we had
no telephone. Father took care of
mother and baby after the midwife left,
and did all the household chores for
three days or so, until mother was up
and about.”

Fannie went to a little one-room
country school through the eighth
grade, taught by a teacher who often
boarded with the Rathbuns. Then for
two years she attended a “Normal
School” (for teachers) in Cedar Falls,
lowa. For the next three years, as a
teen-age girl, she taught in the same
one-room school she had earlier
attended.

On Feb. 20, 1919, when she was
24, Fannie was married to Norman
Scott Frye, a neighbor, and they
moved onto the Frye farm, only half a
mile from the Rathbun home. There
they lived and farmed for 28 years and
raised three children. In 1947, they

moved “into town”—Independence—
where her husband died 31 year later,
in 1978, after 59 years of marriage.

Fannie lived on her own for another
10 years, but finally at age 95, she
reluctantly agreed to enter a rest
home. Her three children are scat-
tered throughout the country, but
Fannie gets frequent visits from
Shirlee Rathbun, wife of nephew
Herbert, who still lives on the old
Rathbun farm.

Her oldest daughter, Beatrice Crain,
a member of our Association in
Roseburg, Oregon, says: “We are so
grateful to Shirlee for looking after
mother and being so kind and caring
to her.

Fannie’s other children are Norman
S. Frye Jr. and Ardis M. Rogers.
Fannie's younger sister, Fern
Freeman, who will be 97 on March 28,
lives in Colorado. The two sisters are
the last survivors of Edson Rathbun’s
six children.

Fannie (Rathbun) Frye, aged about seven, pictured about 1901 with her family in
lowa. In front, from left, are her sister Mary Jane, about 13; mother, Mary Jane
(Featherson) Rathbun, then 46; Fannie; father Edson M. Rathbun, 42; Fern, about
four, and Emily, the oldest, about 16. In the rear are brothers George, 14, and Iver,
10.
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Generation in America

87. DR. CHARLES’ RATHBUN
(John6 Clark® Jonathan* John3'1),
born Oct. 4, 1809, at Brookfield, Ohio.
He studied medicine as a young man
and became a physician. He was mar-
ried Nov. 25, 1830, in Union County,
Ohio, to Elizabeth Russell, born Jan.
18, 1809, daughter of James and
Elizabeth (Cory) Russell. They lived at
Marysville, Union County, where
Elizabeth died Sept. 17, 1861. Charles
was married again on June 12, 1862,
to Margaret Nicholson, born April 15,
1818, daughter of Larkin and
Elizabeth (McClary) Nicholson. Dr.
Charles was a township trustee for
several years, a Mason, member of
the Union County Bible Society, and
served on a committee in 1861 to
recruit soldiers for the Union army. He
was alive as late as 1893, living in
Washington County, Indiana, where
they moved during the Civil War.
Margaret’s death date is not known.

CHILDREN

JOHN NELSON, born Jan. 3, 1832;
married (1) Elizabeth Turner, and (2)
Mary Cranston.

LEVI, born Feb. 2, 1835; died Aug.
2, 1849, of typhoid fever.

SARAH ANGELINE, born Aug. 14,
1837; married (1) Charles Cavis on
Nov. 25, 1856, and (2) Joseph
Faulkner on Dec. 15, 1881.

LYDIA ELIZABETH, born May 12,
1839; married Alfred Scott on Dec. 30,
1856.

ABIGAIL HARRIET, born Sept. 12,
1841; married John H. Wood on Nov.
13, 1861.

EMILY JANE, born Oct. 7, 1843;
married Leonard Bellus on Nov. 18,
1863.

LEONARD THOMAS, born June 5,
1846; died Aug. 27, 1848.

CHARLES LEBONS, born June 24,
1849; married Josephine Gross.
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MARGARET ELLEN, born Jan. 19,
1852; died Dec. 14, 1853.

MILTON CHASE, born Dec. 1,
1855; married Mrs. Nancy (Roe)
Grider, on Jan. 25, 1883. They had no
known children.

88. LEVI” RATHBUN (John® Clark®
Jonathan* John3'1), born May 28,
1811, in Rosedale, Ohio. He was mar-
ried May 12, 1836, in Champaign
County, Ohio, to Eliza Appleby
Mitchell, born Feb. 18, 1804, daughter
of Thomas and Deborah (Perkins)
Mitchell. He was a merchant for many
years in Mechanicsburg, Ohio, and
was a prominent abolitionist in the
years preceding the Civil War. He was
active in the Underground Railroad
which helped escaped slaves make
their way to freedom in the northern
states and Canada. Levi and Eliza
moved about 1856 to DeWitt County,
lll., where he became a merchant at
Santa Anna. He died at Farmer City,
Ill., on June 5, 1889, and Eliza
returned to Mechanicsburg, where she
died May 14, 1890.

CHILDREN

EMILY, born June 29, 1837; mar-
ried Stephen J. Staley on June 10,
1856.

CHARLES, born March 4, 1839;
died March 19, 1839.

JOHN, born March 5, 1840; died
Nov. 11, 1843.

WILLIAM CONNELL, born Sept. 6,
1842; married (1) Marian Johnson,
and (2) Jennie Bryant.

89. REV. NELSON’ RATHBUN
(John® Clark® Jonathan* John 3'1),
born Jan. 14, 1814, in Mechanicsburg,
Ohio. He was licensed to preach in
1836 at Marysville, Ohio, and was
ordained a Methodist minister in 1841.

He was married Nov. 17, 18386, in
Rosedale, Ohio, to Eleanor Fox, born
April 12, 1808, daughter of Daniel and
Abigail (Callen) Fox. They moved to
Pioneer Grove, lowa, about 1839,
where he was a justice of the peace,
postmaster and representative in the
first lowa State Legislature from 1846
to 1848. He had studied medicine with
his father, and practiced medicine as
well as church work. He was a co-
founder of Cornell College in Mount
Vernon, lowa. In 1864, the Rathbuns
moved to Marion, in Linn County,
lowa, where Eleanor died April 13,
1882, and he died May 6, 1893.

CHILDREN

ROBERT SPENCER, born Aug. 30,
1838; married (1) Fatima Rigby, and
(2) Mary Blacker.

STEPHEN WRIGHT, born May 20,
1840; married Eliza Ann Worline.

SYLVIA ANN, born Dec. 12, 1842;
married (1) William Edginton, and (2)
Bronson.

SABRIA ABIGAIL, born Nov. 7,
1844; married (1) Jay Caldwell, and
(2) Wilcox.

JOSEPHINE SARAH, born Nov. 7,
1848; died unmarried in 1922.

90. STRANGE HARMON GRIFFIN’
RATHBUN (John® Clark® Jonathan®
John3'1), born Jan. 15, 1819, in
Mechanicsburg, Ohio. He was married
Sept. 5, 1839, in nearby Union County
to Alzina Davis Hill, born July 31,
1818, daughter of James and
Deborah (Davis) Hill. They moved
from Mechanicsburg to lowa in the
late 1850s, and later to Mitchell, S.D.,
where Alzina died on August 17,
1881. He died there Dec. 31, 1890.

CHILDREN
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LYDIA, born Aug. 15, 1841; died
Sept. 23, 1842.

SARAH E., born Jan. 11, 1843;
married Henry E. Parker on Nov. 19,
1859.

ABIGAIL R., born Nov. 22, 1844;
married Daniel P. Marshall on Dec.
24, 1862.

MARY E., born March 4, 1846; mar-
ried Jerry Elson on Aug. 6, 1864.

EMMA, born Jan. 15, 1848; married
Fred Sehl on Dec. 6, 1872.

JOHN JAMES, born Oct. 15, 1849;
married Hila Lewis.

CHARLES GAIL, born May 7, 1859;
married Elizabeth Bigler.

91. LEMUEL BANCHER’ RATHBUN
(John® Clark® Jonathan* John®),
born April 5, 1842, in Brown County,
Ohio. He was married Jan. 10, 1861,
in Madison County, Ohio, to Catherine
Cary, born Sept. 26, 1844, daughter of
Abraham and Margaret (Patterson)
Cary. They lived all their married life in
Brown County, where he died Oct. 22,
1883. Catherine was married in
November 1890 to Clay Alder.
Nothing more is known of her.

CHILDREN

ELIZABETH, born June 6, 1862;
married Rev. John A. Wright on June
4, 1894.

EMMA LOUISA, born March 25,
1864; married Emmet C. Bigalow on
Dec. 21, 1887.

CARY, born Feb. 24, 1867; died
March 9, 1873.

92. ERSKINE’ RATHBUN (Joseph®
Clark® Jonathan® John3'1), born Sept.
23, 1829, in Mechanicsburg, Ohio. He
was married Dec. 19, 1853, to Cynthia
M. Boyle, born Aug. 10, 1827, daugh-
ter of Rev. Hugh and Eliza (Spooner)
Boyle. They moved to California in the
1850s, then spent a few years in
Hamilton City, Nevada. They returned
to California, lived in Willows, Colusa
County, for several years, and by
1900 were in Yuma County, Arizona.
He was a bricklayer and in 1882 built
the courthouse in Tombstone,
Arizona, for $11,000. They returned to
California where he died Jan. 17,

1912, in Los Angeles. Cynthia died
there April 11, 1906.

CHILDREN

IONE BALL, born Oct. 28, 1854;
married (1) James F. Hart; (2) Sidney
Hulton, and (3) George Piper.

IDA HELEN, born Oct. 28, 1858;
married Augustus A. Jackson on June
7,1877.

ELIZABETH MAY, born May 12,
1862; married Marcus Aurelius Smith,
who served in the United States
Congress.

JOSEPH B., born April 12, 1864;
married Effie Gotts.

93. EDWIN DAVIS’ RATHBUN
(Joseph® Clark® Jonathan* John®),
born  April 23, 1831, in
Mechanicsburg, Ohio. He was married
Feb. 8, 1870, in St. Louis, Mo., to
Catherine Fleming Donaldson, born
Dec. 21, 1847, daughter of Andrew
and Helen (Rhind) Donaldson. They
lived for a time in Hamilton City,
Nevada, then in 1876 moved to
Colusa County, Cal., where he died in
1897. Catherine died March 31, 1919,
in Conte Costa, Cal.

CHILDREN

ANDREW ROBERT, born Feb. 1,
1871; married Ethel H. Johnson.

HELEN RHIND, born July 1, 1872;
married Edgar Julian Bissell.

HORACE HERBERT, born Jan. 14,
1874; married Alice Fouch.

LOUIS BROOKE, born Oct. 21,
1875; married Eva Florence Burt.

DONALDSON WILLIAM, born Oct.
20, 1877; married Helen Evelyn
Donley.

GRACE KATHERINE FLEMING,
born March 19, 1880; married N. E. A.
Kratzer in March 1920.

94. DAVIS LINCOLN’ RATHBUN
(Joseph6 Clark® Jonathan* John3'1),
born March 25, 1838, in Logan
County, Ohio. He was married May
30, 1867, to Rosanna Sophia
O’Bryon, born in September 1836,
daughter of Solomon and Margaret

(Prentice) O’Bryon. He became a
Presbyterian minister and had
churches in Falls Church, Virginia,
and Baltimore County, Md. They
moved by 1900 to California, where
Rosanna died Dec. 26, 1926, in
Sonoma County, and he died there
Nov. 21, 1928.

CHILDREN

MAUDE EVA, born May 14, 1868;
died August 12, 1940, single.

CORA TRUESDALE, born July 9,
1874; married Herbert M. Claggett on
Sept. 24, 1894.

CARL MERMOD, born March 16,
1876; married Constance Josephine
Burner.

95. JESSE PERRIN’ RATHBUN
(Joseph® Clark® Jonathan* John®"),
born Nov. 8, 1842, at Rosewick, Mo.
He was married March 22, 1864, in
Franklin County, Mo., to Mary Ann
Eliza Johns, born April 20, 1848,
daughter of Caleb and Nancy
(Woodland) Johns. They moved to
California in 1852 and settled at
Petaluma. In the early 1890s, they
moved to Colusa County, where he
operated a salt mine for several years.
He died Sept. 25, 1924, in Colusa
County, and Mary died there May 17,
1936.

CHILDREN

MARY ALICE, born Feb. 9, 1865;
married Charles Willis Cockerill on
Sept. 24, 1893.

JOSEPH EDWIN, born Jan. 26,
1867; married Hattie Abel.

WILLIAM TIMOTHY, born Oct, 17,
1869; married Emma Holmes.

JULIA OLIVE, born Dec. 12, 1871;
died Dec. 24, 1878.

HENRY MERRITT, born May 29,
1874, died Dec. 27, 1887.

JESSE LAWRENCE, born April 14,
1877; died April 18, 1877.

HATTIE ADELE, born March 29,
1879; married (1) M.T. White, and (2)
Wilson T. Shumaw.

(Continued to page 12)
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ROSS BUXTON, born Nov. 5, 1882;
married (1) Adele Powell, and (2) Mrs.
May

EARL HAYMAN, born March 12,
1886; died Aug. 11, 1907, in a dyna-
mite explosion in Washoe County,
Nev.

JESSIE EULA, born Oct. 28, 1889;
married (1) Dr. Ernest Foster, and (2)
Brockman.

96. ORRIN’ RATHBUN (Clark®
Jonathan®™ John3'1), born about
1823, probably at Avon, N.Y., and was
married about 1851 to Susan H.
Stevenson, born about 1830, parent-
age unknown. He was a wagonmaker
in Seneca Falls, N.Y., in 1850, and
may have been married there. In
1855, he was listed as a carriage
maker in New Haven, Conn., living in
a boarding house with no wife.
According to Cooley, he died that year
in New Haven. Susan died in 1910.
There were no known children.

97. RANDOLPH’ RATHBUN (Clark®
Jonathan®* John3'1), born about 1830
at Avon, N.Y. and was married about
1856 to Theresa Emily Menroy
(spelling uncertain). They were living
in 1860 at Mackford, Green Lake
County, Wisc., where he was a mer-
chant. He died in March 1870 “of a
fever.” She was married on Oct. 17,
1876, to W.F. McCulloch and nothing
more is known of her.

CHILDREN

EMILY J., born about 1857; married
Gurdon H. Terry on Oct. 18, 1875.

CARRIE M., born about 1859; mar-
ried Frederick Gillon on May 13, 1886.

98. SAXTON SQUIRE’ RATHBUN
(Chaplin‘5 Jonathan®* John3'1), born
June 3, 1813, at Avon, N.Y. He moved
with his parents to Ohio and was mar-
ried there in Fremont on April 19,
1834, to Barbara Elizabeth Huss, born
Dec. 27, 1816, daughter of Noah and
Mary (Burkholder) Huss. They lived on
a 200-acre farm three miles west of
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Clyde, Sandusky County, Ohio, on
Sand Road. She died there on March
13, 1894, and he died the following
year on Feb. 3, 1895.

CHILDREN

CLARK E., born Aug. 23, 1835; died
in infancy.

EDWIN C., born March 10, 1837; he
was a riverman and died Sept. 4,
1878, at St. Louis, Mo., of yellow
fever.

NORTON G., born Sept. 19, 1838;
married Elizabeth Hufford.

JAMES H., born June 13, 1840; he
enlisted in the Union Army during the
Civil War and was killed in action Dec.
13, 1862, at Stone Ridge, Tenn., while
serving with the 21st lllinois Infantry.
His father went to Tennessee to bring
back the body.

BURTON SAXTON, born Feb. 26,
1842; married Margaret Brunthaver.

THADDEUS S., born Oct. 20, 1843;
died Jan. 10, 1852.

CHAPLIN LORENZO, born June 5,
1845; married Mary A. Grover.

MARY LUCINDA, born March 1,
1847; married Charles W. Storer on
Dec. 7, 1871.

NORMAN H., born Jan. 19, 1849;
died Nov. 1, 1872, of typhoid fever.

MARTIN BRACE, born April 2,
1851; married Mary Cooper.

ORVILLA M., born Oct. 19, 1853;
married Horace Sackrider on Dec. 18,
1875.

JACOB E., born Sept. 12, 1855;
died Aug. 28, 1856.

JOHN E., born Aug. 11, 1857; mar-
ried Elva Andrews.

99. CHAPLIN BRUCE’ RATHBUN
(Chaplin6 Jonathan®* John3'1), born
March 10, 1831, in Green Creek
Township, Sandusky County, Ohio.
He was married there July 2, 1851, to
Roxanna Tucker, born Feb. 11, 1833,
parentage unknown. She died two
years later on Feb. 21, 1853, and he
was married seven months later on
Sept. 29, 1853, to Rose Hearl, born
about 1825 in Ireland. Chaplin died
March 24, 1856. She was married on
Nov. 5, 1866, to John Shaw, but was
divorced a few years later. She is pos-
sibly the Rosa Rathbun who was mar-

ried May 8, 1874, in Richland, Ohio, to
Richard H. Roberts, but she was
called Rose Rathbun in the 1880
census. Her death date is not known.

CHILD
by Rose
ANNE, born about 1854; married
Harris.

100. FRANKLIN” RATHBUN (Lucius®
Jonathan®* John3'1), born Dec. 18,
1823, in Clyde, Ohio. He was married
Sept. 10, 1847, in Lorain County to
Louisa J. Tucker, born Feb. 17, 1827,
parentage unknown. He died about
1868 at Clyde. Louisa died sometime
between 1896, and 1900.

CHILDREN

MORRIS NEWTON, born Nov. 15,
1849; married Maria Winnie Lake.

MARY J., born about 1852; married
James Stokes on Dec. 1, 1869.

ANNA AMY, born about 1854; mar-
ried John H. Keller on Oct. 29, 1872.

LIDA E., born June 18, 1856; mar-
ried Alva A. Fenn on March 16, 1876.

CHARLES VORTIMER, born June
24, 1864; married Mertie Adams.

101. LUCIUS LAFAYETTE’ RATH-
BUN (Lucius® Jonathan®* John®"),
born Nov. 18, 1825, in Clyde, Ohio. He
was married about 1850 to Orpha
Judson, born about 1826, daughter of
Enoch and Mary (Higbee) (Judson)
Rathbun (Mary was the widow of
Lucius’ uncle Jonathan Rathbun.) They
moved to Cassopolis, Cass County,
Mich., where Orpha died May 18,
1890. Lucius was married about 1892
to Julia (Jordan) Rathbun, born Oct. 2,
1836, daughter of Zebulon and Martha
(Gifford) Jordan and widow of his
brother Vortimer. Lucius died April 28,
1897, and Julia died March 27, 1905.

CHILDREN
By Orpha

HENRY SMITH, born in Feb. 1852;
married Ella Farnsworth.
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MARY CALISTA, born about 1854;
married Henry Farrar.

102. WILKES GILLETTE’ RATHBUN
(Lucius® Jonathan®* John3'1), born
Feb. 20, 1829, in Clyde, Ohio. He was
married four times. He married on
Feb. 4, 1848, Naomi Clark, born about
1823, daughter of Samuel Clark. She
died about 1863. He then married on
July 2, 1864, Jane A. Ward, born April
19, 1832, daughter of Salmon and
Susanna Ward. She died in the early
1880s. He then married on August 25,
1886, Hattie Sage, born May 8, 1832,
daughter of Roswell and Nancy
(Jewett) Sage. She died Dec. 19,
1893. He was married July 8, 1896, to
Jennette (Allen) Hughes, a widow who
apparently died within a few years.
Wilkes moved about 1855 from Clyde
to Nevada Mills, Steuben County,
Indiana, where he lived for several
years. After returning to Ohio by 1870,
he operated a hotel for several years
at Put-in-Bay, a Lake Erie resort town.
He used a 2300-pound cow to haul
passengers to and from his hotel in a
12-passenger wagon, He died June 7,
19083, at Clyde.

CHILDREN

Both by Naomi

LAFAYETTE GEORGE, born June
4, 1849; married (1) Celia Flagler, and
(2) Laura Abramson.

SUMNER WILKES, born Oct. 21,
1856; married Emma Fenstermaker.

DORA (adopted by Wilkes and
Jane), born about 1863. No further
data.

103. MARTIN VAN BUREN’ RATH-
BUN (Lucius® Jonathan®* John®"),
born March 22, 1833, at Clyde, Ohio.
He was married there on Nov. 30,
1850, to Sarah Mary Simerson, born
Jan. 9, 18383, daughter of Joseph and
Trefena (Little) Simerson. They lived
near Clyde, where Sarah died in the
late 1880s, and Martin died Jan. 24,
1909.

CHILDREN

(Both adopted)
NELLIE, born about 1863; married
(?) John Grunstad on Dec. 23, 1880.
GRACE E., born Oct. 15, 1869; no
further data.

104. VORTIMER’ RATHBUN (Lucius®
Jonathan®* John3'1), born July 5,
1834, at Clyde, Ohio. He was married
about 1854 in St. Joseph, Indiana, to
Julia Jordan, born Oct. 2, 1836,
daughter of Zebulon and Martha
(Gifford) Jordan. They lived in St.
Joseph for several years, then moved
by 1860 to Portage, Cass County,
Mich., where he was a teamster. They
moved by 1870 to nearby Cassopolis,
where he died of cancer on Oct. 17,
1879. Julia was married about 1892 to
his brother Lucius L. Rathbun. She
died March 27, 1905.

CHILDREN

ESTELLA RHODA, born April 29,
1855; married Charles E. Deal.

WILLIAM S., born Dec. 3, 1856;
died April 3, 1874.

MINNIE AMERETTA, born March
25, 1859; married Dominick Matusen,
and possibly C.H. Kimmerle.

FRANKLIN C., born July 5, 1860;
married Minnie Chilson.

GEORGE WILLIAM, born Jan. 1,
1862; married Margaret Dunning.

LOLA (IDA?), born Jan. 17, 1873;
died Oct. 17, 1878.

105. FRANCIS B.” RATHBUN
(Lucius6 Jonathan®* John3‘1), born
Feb. 15, 1842, at Clyde, Ohio. He was
married in May 1863 to Julia Ann Hall,
born about 1843, parentage unknown.
They lived all their married life in
Jefferson, Cass County, Mich., where
Julia died in 1914 and he died in 1915.

CHILDREN

FREDERICK GRANT, born May 2,
1864; married Ella Fitch.

CHARLES, born April 4, 1866; died
in August 1867.

LEWIS, born June 20, 1869; mar-
ried Nora Dolph.

HATTIE M., born July 24, 1872;
married ? March.

EDGAR, born May 24, 1878 mar-
ried Sarah E.

EDNA (twin), born May 24, 1878;
married Edward Everett on Oct. 30,
1895.

106. NORMAN L.” RATHBUN
(Lucius6 Jonathan®* John3'1), born
Sept. 23, 1843, in Cass County, Mich.
He was married about 1867 to Emily
J. Bonnell, born Oct. 1, 1846, parent-
age unknown. She died July 19, 1881,
in Pittsburg, Crawford County,
Kansas, where they moved in the
1870s. He returned to Michigan,
where he was married August 28,
1882, to Jane E. Tallenday (spelling
uncertain), who was born in June
1848, parentage unknown. They lived
in Cassopolis, where he died June 28,
1921, and she died May 31, 1922.

CHILDREN

By Emily

ADELINE, born Oc. 1, 1868; mar-
ried Birch Haas.

CHARLES, born in December 1869;
died in August 1881.
By Jane

MARY S., born August 12, 1886;
married Neil Earl.

107. CLARK’ RATHBUN (Lucius®
Jonathan®* John3'1), born Feb. 12,
1848, in Cass County, Mich. He was
married in 1873 to Carrie Earl, born
about 1853, parentage unknown. They
lived in LaGrange, Cass County, where
Carrie died about 1889. Clark was liv-
ing in Montana in 1900 with his son
Lucius. His death date is not known.

CHILDREN

LUCIUS F., born in March, 1875;
alive in 1900; no further data.

LUMAR (?), born in 1879; died (?)
in 1882.
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New Data

On page 43 of our July 1990
Historian, add the name of Thomas
Wade Rathbun just before the I|st|ng
for Josegh Rathbun (Obadlah John
William? John' ). Thomas, Joseph's
brother, was born about 1784 in St.
Johns, New Brunswick. In Dec. 1811,
aged 27, he applied with his brother
Joseph for land near Hampstead. He
was admitted a freeman of St. Johns
in 1815 and in 1818 was a witness to
his brother Joseph's marriage.
Thomas Wade Rathbun was married,
date unknown, to Ann Akerly or
Ackerly, birth date unknown, probably
the daughter of Oliver and Lucy
(Ward) Akerly or Ackerly. The death
dates of Thomas and Ann are not
known. Their only known child was
William Ward Rathbun, born about
1830, who married Emily Constance
Manley in Australia. Our thanks to
new members Anthony and June
Rathbun of New Zealand. Tony is a
descendant of Thomas and Ann.

Rebecca Rathbun, daughter of
Samuel Rathbun (Jonathan 3 william?
John' ), married Thomas Simmons on
Jan. 13, 1789, as we speculated in
our Historian of July 1982, page 46.
Simmons died Feb. 2, 1801, and
Rebecca then married James Barker,
who died June 11, 1828. She died
Nov. 21, 1841, at Lisbon, Conn.

Beulah erght wife of Samuel5
Hathbun (Srmeon Benjamln Joseph
John' ), was the daughter of Samuel
and Jemima (Hancock) Wright.
Historian of January 1985, page 15.
Martha Ballard, wife of Amon6
Rathbone (Davud John* Joshua®
John® ) was the daughter of Stephen
and Anna Ballard. Historian of
January 1988, page 12.

Anna Colt, second wrfe of Amos®
Rathbun (Thomas 3 John* ), was the
daughter of Jabez and Sibel Colt.
Historian of April 1984, page 2. Our
thanks to Rob Rathbun for all this new
data.
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The wife of Walter Clark Rathbuné
son of Thomas* Rathbun (Thomas3
John' ), was Anna Jones, born in
Stonington, Conn., July 13, 1771,
daughter of Henry and Eunice (Miner)
Jones. See our Historian of April
1984, page 29-30. The information
appears in a newly published index of
Revolutionary War pensions.

g/ Ann Edmonds, flrst wife of
Caleb Rathbun (Robert Jeremiah*

Joseph 2 John' ), was born March 23,
1812, in Tuscawaras County, Ohio,
the daughter of David and Anna
Elizabeth (Knaus) Edmonds.
(Historian of October 1990, page 61).
Her younger sister Rosanna Charlotte
Edmonds, born April 7, 1826, married
Caleb’s nephew, Rev. Hiram Rathbun.
Our thanks to Jan Herbert.

Gllbert Cooper Rathbun son of
Thomas® Rathbun (John Samuel®
Thomas? John' ), served in the United
States Army. He enlisted June 15,
1809, for five years. He was born Oct.
4, 1788, and died at sea according to
Cooley. If so, he must have gone to
sea after his Army enlistment ended in
1814. Our thanks to John Bowen, who
found this enlistment record in the
National Archives.

ANDREW RATHBUN, a 14-year-old
Boy Scout in Lincoln, Nebraska,
attained the rank of Eagle Scout
last November. He is the son of
Thomas and Claudia Rathbun of
Lincoln and grandson of Paul
Rathbun (Fred W|II|am John® Perry
Edmund®* John® ) Andrew has been
a Scout for four years, has held many
offices including patrol leader, quarter-
master and den chief, and has earned
more than 20 merit badges. His
younger brother Gregory is also a Boy
Scout and his sister Nicole is in
Campfire Girls. The parents and
grandparents are members of our
Association.

Ann Rathbun’s
Name is Found
on Old Plaque

An old metal plaque bearing the
name “Ann Rathbun” has been found
near an old tunnel, built in 1881 in the
Colorado mountains.

Friends of our members Grove and
Janet Rathbun found the marker while
on a camping and hiking trip in the
mountains of Gunnison County. It was
on an old wooden beam that might
have been used as a seat. The plaque
reads: “Reserved for Ann Rathbun.”

The tunnel was dug under the
Continental Divide for the old Denver,
South Park and Pacific Railroad track.
It runs for 1,711 feet from Gunnison to
Chaffee County.

Who was Ann Rathbun? Why is her
name on a plaque deep in these west-
ern mountains?

WE THANK the following cousins who
have sent us clippings, pictures, family
data and other material: Jack
Rathbun, Cheryl Jensen, Rob
Rathbun, Bettye Rathbone, Paul
Rathbun, Lauren Landis, Laverne E.
Rathbun, Lydia Littlefield, Sandy
Rathbun, Helene Rathbun, Russell
Love, Jim and Maxine Stites, Helen M.
Rathbun, Robert B. Rathbone, John
Rathbone, Beverly Gillette, Phara
Holdredge, Beth Kiteley, Marlin
Rathbun, Mary Ellen Claypool, Col.
Robert Allen Greene, Neal M.
Rathbun, Dorcas Hendershott-Jones,
Joan Byers, Bruce M. Rathbun, Reba
Reeves, Joy Baker, John Bowen, Dr.
Donald Rathbun, Phyllis Wingerak,
Gaal and Mildred Rathburn, Mary
Champlin, Marjorie Rathbun, Jim
Chivers, Sherman Boivin, Alice
Phillips, Beatrice Crain, William
Wright, Elizabeth Horn, Carl Jordan,
Paul Limbeck, Frank E. Rathbun,
David E. Rathbun, Grove and Janet
Rathbun.

Special thanks to Janet Hayes, who
sent in an extra $32 with her renewal
check “toward the cost of the new
computer.”
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Obituaries

DIED—Dec. 6, 1993, Rosma
(Rathbun) Limbeck, 73, at Ladysmith,
Wisc. She was a charter member of
our Association and a dedicated
researcher into her branch of the fam-
ily. She was the daughter of William
Jonathan® Rathbun (Jonathan7
Thomas®® John* Samuel® Thomas?
John1). Survivors include her hus-
band, Paul; a son Kevin; daughter
Jeannine Limbeck; five grandchildren,
and one great-grandchild.

DIED—Nov. 10, 1993, Roland A.
Rathbun, 74, at Palm Beach, Fla. A
charter member of our Association, he
was the son of Frank'® Rathbun
(Herbertg Francis® Joshua’ Abraham®
Joshua®?2 John®"). He is survived by
his wife, Marjorie E. Rathbun; three
brothers, Kenneth, Frank and Philip;
two sisters, Doris Kellogg and Phyllis
McKinnon, and several stepchildren.
He was an Army veteran of World War
Il and was a mail carrier for 30 years
until retiring.

DIED—Sept. 21, 1993, Nola Rathbun,
83, of Spring Valley, Mlnn She was
the W|dow of Maurlce Rathbun
(Byron Gamaliel® Walter® Thomas*?
John'). Her husband died in 1981.
Survivors include three sons, Marlin (a
member of our Association), James
and Stephen; three daughters, Donna
Eisenberg, Joanne Goldammer and
Bonnie Grabau; 12 grandchildren; 16
great-grandchildren, and a sister.

DIED—Oct. 6, 1993, Leonard Ernest
Rathbun, 79, of Longmont Colo. He
was the son of Frederick® Rathbun
(Lorenzo’ Elon® Alfred® Job*

Benjamin3 Joseph2 John’). He is sur-
vived by his wife, Virginia; a son
Leonard; a daughter, Patricia Hoyt; a
twin brother, Lorenzo; three other
brothers, James, Roger and Arthur;
two sisters, Lucille Thornton and
Louise CIiff; two grandchildren, and
three great-grandchildren. He was a
Navy veteran of World War II.

DIED—Oct. 18, 1993, Louise
(Rathbun) McMahon, 85, of Chlcago
She was the daughter of Kenneth®

Rathbun (Wlnfleld Carlton7
Demarcus6 Solomon® Job* Joshua®
John? ), and the widow of Nelson
McMahon. Survivors include three
children, Mary Ellen Claypool (a mem-
ber of our Association), Maureen
Kehoe and Nelson McMahon Jr.; nine
grandchildren, and one great-grand-
child.

DIED—Jan. 2, 1994, Courtland B.
Rathbun Jr., 72, of CoventrX R.l. He
was the son of Courtland B Rathbun
(Rowland Joshua® Acors® Joshua*?®
John® ) He is survived by a brother,
Kenneth Rathbun, and several
nephews and nieces. He was an Army
veteran of World War Il

DIED—September 27, 1993, Dr.
Robert Jesse Rathburn, 65, of FIinté
Mich. He was the son of Merle
Rathburn (Charles William”
Raymond6 Stephen Gideon*
John® ) He is survived by his wife
Doris; four sons, Robert, Daniel, Calvin
and Matthew; a daughter, Heather, and
several grandchildren. Dr. Rathburn
was a 1957 graduate of Wayne State
Medical School, Detroit, and had prac-
ticed medicine for 36 years.

DIED—Dec. 2, 1992, Violet (Rathbun)
Gerken, 97, of Spring Valley, Minn.
She was the daughter of Charles8
Rathbun (zHenry Nathaniel® Walter®
Thomas*? John' ) and the widow of
Charles Gerken who died in 1979.
She is survived by a son, Harold; two
sisters, Myrtle Davenport, a member
of our Association, and Amelia Blake,
and three grandsons.

DIED—Jan. 29, 1993, Mildred (Huber)
McConnell, 89, of Green Springs,
Ohio. She was the daughter of
Bertrum Huber and Fannle Rathbun
(Chaplm Saxton Chaplm

Jonathan®# John® ) She was first
married to Dr. J. Hollis Rhineberger,
who died, and then to J. Dett
McConnell, who also died. She is sur-
vived by a son, Richard Rhineberger;
a stepson, Myron McConnell; seven
grandchildren; 15 great-grandchildren,
and two great-great-grandchildren.

DIED—Jan. 20, 1993, Alan E.
Rathbun, 87, of Silver Lake, Ohio.
He was the son of Edward®
Rathbun (NortonB Saxton’ ChapIin6
Jonathan®* John3'1). Survivors
include three children, Alan, Joanne
and Julie. A complete list was not
available.

DIED—Nov. 3, 1993, Russell E.
Brown, 74, of Polo, lllinois. He was the
son of Everett Brown and Flossie®
Rathbun (Nathanlel Charles7
Samuel®® Nathaniel*2 John? ). He
was a funeral director and furniture
store owner. Survivors include his wife
Mildred; daughter Rita A. Brown; son
Robert W. Brown; two sisters and a
brother, and two grandchildren.

DIED—Oct. 8, 1993, Dr. Marjorie
Cassell, 50, at Tucson, AZ. She was
the daughter of Lyle and Margaret
Cassell and the granddaughter of Rax
Cassell and Irene® Rathbun (Francis
James7 Ebenezer® Perry5 Edmund*
John®! ). She is survived by her
mother Margaret Cassell; son Kevin
Armstrong and daughter Dawna
Armstrong; three grandchildren; a sis-
ter, Sandra Olsen, and brother Dennis
Cassell.

Death struck three members of a
California Rathburn family within a
three-week period last summer.

Caroline Isabell Rathburn, 89, died
August 5 at her home in Lomita,
California. Her son Marvin Arthur
Rathburn died less than three weeks
later on August 23, aged 67. And
Marvin’s son, Marvin Scott Rathburn,
34, died three days later in a traffic
accident.

Caroline was the widow of George
Thomas® Ftathburn (Marvm8 Davrd
Lewis® David® Edmund* John®"! )- She
died of emphysema. Among her sur-
vivors are several nieces and
nephews including our member Phara
Holdredge.

Marvin Arthur, who died of lung can-
cer, is survived by his wife, Norma.
The younger Marvin is survived by
three children—Vanessa, Levi and
Kenneth.
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HARRY AND GRACE RATHBUN of
Seattle, WA., will celebrate their 67th
wedding anniversary on Feb. 19.
Harry and Grace Golda Skaggs were
married Feb. 19, 1927. A member of
our Association, he is the son of
Ulysses Grant® Rathbun (Alfred’
Daniel® Gideon® Edmund* John3'2'1).

GLENN R. RATHBUN was honored at
a surprise 80th birthday party August
21, 1993, at his home in Ellsworth,
Kansas. Over 70 relatives and friends
attended. For the first time since he
and his wife Eunice celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary in 1985, all
their children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren were together.
Glenn is the son of Melancthon®
Rathbun (Geon;e8 Rowland’ Acors®
Joshua®2 John®).

REBA RATHBUN REEVES and her
husband Hamilton Reeves celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary Oct. 2
in Fitzgerald, Georgia. Her brother
John Hallett Rathbun and his wife
Lillis marked their 50th anniversary
three weeks later on Oct. 26. Reba, a
member of our Association, and John
are children of John Kramer® Rathbun
(Hallet7 Thomas®® John* Samuel®
Thomas® John1).

COL. ROBERT ALLEN GREENE was
elected in September as governor-
general of the General Society of
Mayflower Descendants. A member of
our Association, Col. Greene was cap-
tain-general of the Society for three
years and is deputy governor-general
and past governor of the Rhode Island
society. He is a descendant of John
Howland of the Mayflower, and has
three Rathbun lines of descent.

ELLEN GARDNER BROWN, a mem-
ber of our Association, organized a
three-day reunion last August in
Wakefield, R.l. for some 70 descen-
dants of Henry Wood Gardner and
Mary Brown® Rathbone (Stephen’
Joshua®?2 John®").
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MARY ANN CUMMINS has written a
book on the history of St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church in Delaware, Ohio.
The church was founded in 1817. She
is a descendant of The%philus Smith
and Clarissa Harlow~ Rathbone
(Johns'4 Joshua® John2'1).

LYNDA RATHBONE of Wichita,
Kansas has joined President Clinton’s
White House staff as a $32,500 spe-
cial assistant to Chief of Staff Thomas
“Mack” McLarty. A 1990 graduate of
Kansas State University, she previ-
ously worked in Washington on the
staff of Congressman Dan Glickman
as receptionist and later office man-
ager and legislative aide. She worked
last year as a part-time volunteer in
the Clinton campaign and later worked
for the President’s transition team. We
do not know her identity.

WILLIAM E. WRIGHT has just pub-
lished a book, “The Ancestors and
Descendants of William Browning
Greene and Mary Hoxie Lewis,” which
has many pages on Rathbuns and
other Rhode Island families. Anyone
interested in Rhode Island genealogy
will find the book useful. To order,
send a $48 check to William E.
Wright, 11710 Greenbay, Houston,
Texas 77024. Bill is a member of our
Association and an active and dedi-
cated genealogist.

FORREST RATHBURN reports that
cousins who ordered lily bulbs from
him last fall can expect to receive
them early in the spring. He received
numerous requests after an offer
appeared in our last issue.



