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Genealogy: The Seventh
Generation in America

126. ISAAC H.” RATHBUN (Amos®
Paris® Gideon* John®"), born in
November 1829 at German, N.Y. He
was married Oct. 29, 1856, at Oxford,
N.Y., to his cousin Adelia Rathbun,
born in April 1840, daughter of Allen®
Rathbun (Allen5 Gideon® John3'1).
They lived for many years at
McDonough, N.Y. He was called a
sawyer in 1862 but was later a miller.
Isaac died on June 14, 1909 at Taylor,
Cortland County, N.Y., and was buried
at McDonough. Adelia died sometime
after 1925, when she was living in
Cincinnatus, N.Y.

CHILD

WILLARD, born about 1862; married
Florence and apparently had
no children. He died August 5, 1896, at
Greene, N.Y. Nothing more is known
of Florence.

127. CHARLES E.” RATHBUN
(Amos6 Paris® Gideon® John3'1), born
in February 1844 at German, N.Y. He
was married July 9, 1867, in
Susquehanna County, Pa., to Mary
Helen Kenyon, born Sept. 14, 1843,
daughter of Solomon and Laura
Kenyon. They lived at Pitcher, Greene
and McDonough, N.Y., and were
apparently separated by 1900, when
he was living in McDonough and she
in Cincinnatus. There were no known
children.

128. PHILANDER P.” RATHBUN
(Lyman6 Paris® Gideon® John3'1), born
July 6, 1823, at Oxford, N.Y. He left
home at age 13 and worked on the
Erie Canal. He was married July 20,
1845, at Oxford to Sarah Minerva
Randall, born August 8, 1823, daugh-
ter of Joshua and Sarah A. (Soper)
Randall. They moved to Clay in Jones

County, lowa, where she died Nov. 11,
1857. Philander was married there on
Oct. 20, 1859, to Margaret (Ackerman)
Burrows, born about 1830, daughter of
Elisha and Betsey (Brundage)
Ackerman and widow of Reuben W.
Burroughs, whom she had married
July 18, 1852. They moved to Fayette
County, lowa, where she died Jan. 27,
1890, and he died April 3, 1892.

CHILDREN

By Sarah

CHARLES JOSHUA, born April 17,
1846; married Sarah H. Ballard on
March 22, 1871, in Jones County,
lowa, and possibly (2) on Sept. 23,
1875, in DeKalb County, lllinois, Susan
Green. No known children.

CHARLOTTE, born May 5, 1848;
married James Donelson about 1864.

MARY ELLEN, born Feb. 13, 1850;
married Charles A. Leffingwell on Feb.
11, 1879. (She is possibly the Nellie
Rathbun who married Michael Ryan on
Nov. 3, 1866).

By Margaret

ALBERT B., born June 21, 1861;
married Emma Hatch.

SUSAN, born about 1863; married
Orson Cox on Nov. 9, 1880.

LYDIA JANE, born about 1864; died
Dec. 1, 1874.

ALLIE, born July 20, 1870; died Oct.
29, 1870.

GEORGE, born April 22, 1872; mar-
ried Elizabeth Christory.

129. LYMAN’ RATHBUN JR.
(Lyman6 Paris® Gideon* John3'1), born
about 1827 in Oxford, N.Y. He
was married about 1863 to Susan M.
Crandall, born about 1844, daughter
of Allington C. and Lorana Crandall.
Lyman died March 25, 1884, at
Preston, N.Y. Susan was married a

short time later to James H. Smith.
Nothing more is known of her.

CHILDREN

JAMES ADELBERT, born about
1864; he was married but his wife's
name is unknown.

MARY E., born Nov. 23, 1867; mar-
ried(?) C.D. Philley.

NETTIE, born about 1869; married
Nelson Smith.

ALICE, born about 1875; no further
data.

CHARLES S., born Jan. 18, 1876;
married Bessie

130. SIMEON G.” RATHBUN (Lyman®
Paris® Gideon* John3'1), born about
1832 probably in Oxford, N.Y. He was
married about 1856 to Rosanna
J. , born in August 1832, parent-
age unknown. They moved a short
time later to Shakopee, Scott County,
Minn. By 1870 they
were in Dakota County, Minn., where
he died sometime between 1884 and
1900, when she was living in Dakota
County with her daughter. Her death
date is not known.

CHILDREN

CHARLES G., born about 1858;
alive in 1880; no further data.

BERTHA A., born in August 1865;
unmarried in 1900.

131. JOB” RATHBUN (Paris® Job®
Gideon* John3'1), born about 1817 in
Licking County, Ohio. He moved to
McLean County, lllinois, and was mar-
ried there August 2, 1838, to Sophia
Frankeberger, born about 1819,
daughter of Jessie and Rosanna

(Continued to page 42)
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Frankeberger. They lived for a time in
DeWitt County, lllinois, then moved to
Lodi, Wisc., where he died Feb. 17,
1859. Sophia was married on Jan. 1,
1862, to George Pratt. Nothing more is
known of her.

CHILDREN

SON, name unknown, born about
1839; died young.

SARAH O., born in 1841; married
Joseph Bartholemew on July 20, 1858.

NANCY JANE, born about 1846;
married Robert Marston Hopkins on
Dec. 26, 1867.

132, PARIS’ RATHBUN JR. (Paris®
Job® Gideon* John3'1), born about
1822 in Licking County, Ohio, and was
married in McHenry County, lllinois, on
Feb. 8, 1846, to Caroline Montgomery.
Nothing more is known of him or her.

133, ELIJAH S.” RATHBUN (Paris®
Job® Gideon* John3'1), born about
1825 in Licking County, Ohio. He was
married June 1, 1851, in DeWitt
County, lllinois, to Catherine E. Irish,
born in November 1834, possibly the
daughter of Asa and Ada (Loughrey?)
Irish. They moved to Lodi, Wisconsin,
by 1860, and then by 1880 to Fillmore
County, Neb. Elijah died there by
1900, when Catherine was living with
their children. Her death date is not
known.

CHILDREN

JOHN C., born in November 1854;
alive, unmarried, in 1900.

RUTH E., born about 1856; married
Nathaniel A. Caulkins on Jan. 10,
1883.

PATTY, born about 1859; no further
data.

CLARA A., born about 1866; no fur-
ther data.

CELIA M., born about 1873; no fur-
ther data.

QUEEN VICTORIA, born in August
1875; no further data.
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134. JAMES W.” RATHBUN (Paris®
Job® Gideon* John®"), born Sept. 12,
1838, in DeWitt County, lllinois. James
served in the 88th lllinois Infantry dur-
ing the Civil War. He was married
about 1862 to Julia Ann Green, born in
May 1842, daughter of Milton Green.
They moved to Lodi, Wisc., by 1865,
and to Fayette County, lowa by 1880.
He died at Oelwein, lowa, on May 23,
1898. Julia died Dec. 31, 1915.

CHILDREN

RHODA ELNORA, born in 1863;
married Henry Stebbins.

EDITH, born about 1865; died age
two months.

CHARLES WESLEY, born April 1,
1866; married Florence Martindale.

ROBERT, born in 1869; died age
four months.

JAMES CHESTER, born Jan. 9,
1874; married Sylvia Bird.

EARL A., born in March 1876; mar-
ried Minnie Dresser.

135. ROBERT M. P.” RATHBUN
(Paris6 Job® Gideon* John3'1), born in
December 1840 in DeWitt County,
Illinois. He was married Nov. 16,
1862, in Lodi, Wisc., to Marietta
Abigail Ashley, born in October 1845,
possibly the daughter of Stephen H.
and Nancy Ashley. They moved to
lowa in 1876, first to Adair County and
then to Fayette County. He was a
prosperous farmer and donated land
for what became known as the
Rathbun School in Scott Township,
Fayette County. Marietta died in 1919
at Oelwein, lowa and Robert died
there in March 1920.

CHILDREN

ETTA MAY, born in 1866; married
Elmer Stebbins.

FRANK C., born Aug. 24, 1876; died
unmarried in October 1965. He and his
brother Louis operated a jewelry and
optometry shop for many years in
Oelwein.

LOUIS C., born March 16, 1884;
married Lucille

James Rathbun
1838-1893

LULA A., (twin), born March 16,
1884; died unmarried in January
1972.

136. JOHN W.” RATHBUN (Paris®
Job® Gideon* John®'), born about
1845 in DeWitt County, lllinois. He was
married on Dec. 26, 1869, in Green
Lake County, Wisconsin, to Ella V.
Ashley, born in September 1850,
daughter of Stephen H. and Nancy
Ashley. She died a year later on Nov.
26, 1870, two weeks after childbirth.
John was married again on July 2,
1873, to Emma L. Hidden, born about
1855, daughter of John T. and Sophia
(Landers) Hidden. He and another
man were burned to death on April 12,
1880, in Lodi, Wisconsin, when they
were trying to remove furniture from a
neighbor’s burning home, and the
chimney collapsed on them. Emma
was married on Dec. 2, 1884, to
William H. Cobden and nothing more
is known of her.

CHILDREN
By Ella

JOHN, born Nov. 12, 1870; died
Sept. 5, 1871.
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By Emma
LUETTA, born in 1874; alive in
1880; no further data.

137. JOHN” RATHBUN (Gideon®
Job® Gideon? John3'1), born May 7,
1817, in Licking County, Ohio. He was
married there on Jan. 24, 1839, to
Hannah Horn, born Jan. 20, 1820,
daughter of William and Elizabeth
(Wilken) Horn. They moved about
1860 to Crawford County, lllinois, but
returned to Licking County, where he
was a shoemaker in Newark. He died
there Jan. 1, 1888. Hannah’s death
date is not known.

CHILDREN

SARAH, born in 1839; unmarried in
1860; no further data.

WILLIAM DAVID, born in April 1841;
married Catherine Sheldon Osborne.

SAVILLA, born about 1843; alive in
1860; no further data.

ELIZABETH, born in February 1845;
married George Netherton on Oct. 15,
1891.

NOAH, born about 1847; he was a
tinner in Newark, and died there
unmarried of tuberculosis on May 2,
1874.

CATHERINE R., born May 8, 1849;
died unmarried of tuberculosis on Feb.
22, 1877.

EURIE(?), born about 1851; (a girl)
unmarried in 1880.

MERCENA, born about 1853; died
unmarried of tuberculosis on April 13,
1874.

FRANCIS A., born in December
1855; probably the Frank Rathbun who
died March 5, 1922, in Porter County,
Indiana. No known marriage.

LEONIDIS L., born in February
1857; married Margaret Viola Brown.

DOUGLAS, born about 1859; no fur-
ther data.

ISAAC, born July 10, 1862; died
Jan. 15, 1885, single of tuberculosis.

138. COSTAIN’ RATHBUN (Gideon®
Job® Gideon? John3'1), born July 8,
1823, in Licking County, Ohio. He
moved to Indiana in 1844 and was
married there March 8, 1846, in

Costain Rathbun and his wife,
Andalusia, probably in the late 1860s.

LaGrange County, to Andalusia Maria
Gould, born May 29, 1825, daughter of
Hezekiah and Ann (Sturge) Gould.
Costain died in LaGrange County on
Nov. 19, 1875. Andalusia died August
23, 1898, at the home of her son
Maurice in Wexford County, Mich.

CHILDREN

SARAH C., born May 1, 1852; mar-
ried Samuel Carnahan on Jan. 2,
1871.

WESLEY WEBSTER SMITH, born
April 4, 1855; married Celia Potter on
Dec. 6, 1881. She was born August 8,
1849, and died August 19, 1908.
Wesley died Nov. 2, 1942. They had
no children.

ELIZABETH, born Dec. 9, 1857;
married Silas Huffman on Nov. 11,
1880.

MAURICE, born in March 1864;
married Blanche Cowels.

139. GEORGE’ RATHBUN (Gideon6
Job® Gideon* John®), born Feb. 6,
1827, in Licking County, Ohio, and
was married about 1849 to Isabel
, born Sept. 16, 1829, parent-
age unknown. They lived for a while in
LaGrange County, Indiana, then by
1860 moved to Porter County, where
he was living in 1880. They apparently
moved shortly after that to Viola,

Audubon County, lowa, where Isabel
died May 17, 1882. He died sometime
before 1900.

CHILDREN

NANCY, born about 1852; no further
data.

FRANK, born about 1859; died May
30, 1917, in Hammond, Indiana; no
known marriage.

140. WILLIAM’ RATHBUN (Gideon®
Job® Gideon® John3'1), born Oct. 23,
1829, in Licking County, Ohio. He was
married about 1855 to Ellen McCurdy,
born about 1838, daughter of John
McCurdy. William enlisted Dec. 8,
1863, in the 12th Indiana Cavalry dur-
ing the Civil War, and was promoted to
sergeant in 1865. Army records
describe him as six feet one inch tall,
with black hair and hazel eyes. Ellen
died while he was away, on May 20,
1864, and local officials “farmed out”
the children until he returned after the
war. Family tradition says he “traded”
his youngest daughter to an elderly
bachelor when she was 15 in return for
80 acres of land. He was married
again on June 25, 1872, to Emma
Jane Lee, a divorcee with one son,
Walter Lee, who took the name Walter
Lee Rathbun. William died Oct. 14,
1879, at Correctionville, lowa. Emma
died in 1932.

CHILDREN

JOHN OSCAR, born July 4, 1856;
married Dora Edwards.

CATHERINE, born about 1857; mar-
ried Joseph Ferguson on Dec. 30,
1875.

CHARLES W., born about 1859; he
married a widow with five children and
died about 1927 in North Dakota.

BERTHA, born about 1860; married
William Spotts about 1875, when she
was reportedly traded for 80 acres of
land.

HENRY BERT, born June 19, 1861;
married Isabella May Herrington.

WILLIAM ELLSWORTH, born Sept.
20, 1863; married Jane Margaret
Rose.
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to tell her father. A short time later,
four men, one with a shotgun, came
and arrested them.

Rathbone ended up in a prison at
Columbia, S.C., which had been his
destination on the train. He spent the
next six weeks plotting another
escape. Several attempts failed, but on
November 1, with four other officers,
he slipped out of camp under cover of
darkness, and was again on his way
north.

Three days later, they found a small
boat on the Congaree River, and ran
down river with the current, heading for
the Atlantic Ocean. On November 10,
they reached the sea, and came
across a detachment of U.S. Marines,
a shore party from a naval vessel off
shore on blockade duty. Their flight
was over.

The ship’s commander greeted them
warmly, fed and clothed them, and
transferred them to another ship which
was heading for New York City. There
Rathbone paid $22 for tickets home on
the Erie Railroad—via Elmira, N.Y.,
Erie, Pa., and then Cincinnati.

At 8 p.m. on Nov. 1, 1864, he
arrived home to be greeted by his
amazed but happy family.

“l found all well ... and our prayers
answered. God be praised!” Those
words of happiness ended his Civil
War diary.

A year later, in 1865, he and Martha
had their sixth child, a daughter named
Lina Lorena, and called Rena. Then in
1872 came their seventh and final
child, a girl named Fanny Maude.

Thomas was still surveying and
engineering during these years. In
1866 he designed a bridge over Bull's
Key Creek. He also did some traveling.
In 1871 he visited his son Dwight in
Kansas, and in 1872 he visited there
again, this time taking Martha with him.

In 1875, 10-year-old Rena fell from a
wagon and severely injured a leg. Her
recovery was slow, and Thomas
feared that she might become a per-
manent invalid. He decided that the
Ohio River valley, with it frequent
fevers and agues, was part of her
problem. In 1879, he made the deci-
sion to move his family to the plains of
Kansas. They settled in Morris County
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Thomas W. Rathbone about 1870

near their son Dwight, and Thomas
settled down to a life of farming.

He still did a lot of traveling. In 1887,
he made a trip through lowa, lllinois
and Ohio. In 1888, he went to
Columbus, Ohio, for the annual
encampment of the Grand Army of the
Republic, the organization of Union
soldiers.

Thomas and Martha traveled to the
West Coast in 1890, attended the
World’s Fair in San Francisco and then
went north to the Puget Sound area of
Washington, which had become a
state the previous year. Thomas had
learned of a proposed new town to be
called Fidaglio. He became enthused
about the idea, and they remained
there some time so that he could help
develop plans for the new community.

On their return to Kansas, he talked
often of Fidaglio and dreamed about
the possibility of the whole family mov-
ing there. In 1893, he put his dreams
into action. Several of his married chil-
dren had decided to go. Rathbone was
nearly 70, but he had not lost his wan-
derlust.

His granddaughter, Callie Rathbone
(daughter of Dwight), later wrote of his
decision:

“We knew Grandfather Rathbone
would go. He was a gentleman farmer,
a scholar and most of all an adven-
turer. He had left Grandmother Martha

all through their married life, to the
California Gold Rush, the Civil War,
any place rather then stay home and
farm. There was still enough adven-
turer in Grandfather at age 70 to make
him want to move west.”

It took two months for Thomas to
sell all his properties. Toward the end,
he became so anxious that he traded
one small house for a large pocket-
watch.

Moving day finally came. There had
been anguished decisions over which
cherished possessions were to be
taken. Thomas and Martha would be
accompanied by their son Dwight; their
daughters Lizzie and Fannie, with their
spouses and children. The women
spent days baking bread, cakes, cook-
ies, hams and chickens for the trip.
Jars of canned goods were packed by
the dozen.

The group boarded a “tourist coach”
on the Northern Pacific Railroad for the
six-day trip to Seattle. Then they took
a steamship for the trip down Puget
Sound to their new home.

Unfortunately, the expected devel-
opment failed to materialize. New set-
tlers did not come, and property values
dropped. Two years later, in 1895,
Thomas and Martha returned to
Kansas. Their daughters moved to
California. Only son Dwight stayed in
Washington.

In 1896, Thomas and Martha cele-
brated their 50th wedding anniversary.
Most of their children and grandchil-
dren were there.

In 1900, they grieved over the death
of their daughter Elizabeth, who died
of tuberculosis at age 47. She had
lived near them, and was very close. It
was a terrible shock for the aging cou-
ple.

Two years later, in 1902, Thomas
made his final trip. He and Martha
moved to California, to be near their
daughters Rena and Fanny. They lived
in Long Beach, where Thomas died on
Nov. 29, 1908, at the age of 84.
Martha died two weeks later on Dec.
15, aged 78. They had been married
for 62 years.

(Most of the material for this story
came from the 1977 book, “Rathbone
Chronicles,” written by our member
Frances Collord, a descendant of
Thomas and Martha.
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live. The doc said no. He then said |
forgive the man for shooting me, and
then, said he, | want to be carried off
the race course before | die for | do not
want my folks to know | was killed on a
race course. One man said, well one
more of the damned lawyers out of the
way is about all the consolation he got.

“Monday the 22nd. Left for
Sacramento city on a boat, fare $10.

“Tuesday the 23rd. Arrived at
Sacramento at 4 o’clock in the morn-
ing. Left after dinner for the diggings.
Found A. Campau (a Grand Rapids
friend).

“Wednesday the 24th. Prospecting
and writing.

“Thursday the 25th. A Chinaman
shot down by a Frenchman. Nothing
done about it.

“Saturday the 27th. Ely (a nickname
for brother Amos?) and myself
prospecting and found not much. |
could put it all in a pocket and it
wouldn’t be much trouble at that.

“Sunday the 28th. Writing all day.
$500 has been offered for the
Frenchman that shot the Chinaman.

“Monday the 29th. Went to Hong
Kong.

“Tuesday the 30th. Went to Prairie
City and to Lexington. Nothing more to
mention until...

“Sunday, June 4th. Went over to see
Hank Blain at the Macossing (?) River.

“Monday the 5th. A man was cut all
to the devil in a gambling shop. Hank
and | saw him the next day. And so
goes California.”

(The journal apparently ended at this
point, but the letter continued:)

“l can tell you, | have seen some
things since | left home, of all sorts and
kinds. If anyone wants to see variety
and human nature, they can’t beat
such a trip as to California.

“Did any of you go to the steamboat
ride, and if so, how did it go off. Is
there much horseback riding this sum-
mer? Lib, | want you to take Ann out
horseback riding once a week, and
Suse you can draw her in the cart for |
expect Charley (his baby son) is get-
ting too big to ride in the cart. He must
take the buggy and take his grand-
mother out to town. Polly will likely

saddle the horses for you when you
want to go.

“One thing Remember, and that is to
write me as soon as you get this, and
see if | can’t get some (mail) from
someone, for | have looked in vain for
letters from Ann and you folks.

“l shall send a letter to Ann, to Lib,
Suse and Pop, to Frank(?), to GBR, to
Ben Rathbun (another brother), the
Sargent Boys, E.E. Winsor, Dog Fox
and Holmes (all apparently friends in
Grand Rapids).

“Lib, | would like to have you learn
Ann to sing and play on the piano. If
you will, | will give you five dollars
every time you teach her, and for
every tune and song | will give you five
more until | come home. Polly the
same, but | expect Polly is in Chicago
yet as | have no means of knowing.

“And then my writing is closed until |
get an answer from someone, for |
have written every two weeks since |
left home and do not have a word yet.
| will keep writing to Ann regular, for |
told her | would.

“Well, my room is mostly covered
and | want you all to take pattern by
me and write it full, even if you write
the same thing over and over. For it
costs no more for a letter than a half a
sheet half full. Goodby. Your brother
L.K. Rathbun.”

Three weeks after Lant wrote the let-
ter, tragedy struck. He and Amos were
prospecting in the mountains near their
base at Marmaluke Hill when a sudden
storm arose, and they decided to head
back.

There were two trails back. One fol-
lowed a valley around the mountain.
The other went up over the mountain
and along narrow ledges overlooking
the sharp drop below.

Lansing, the older, decided to take
the longer, but safer, path around the
mountain. Amos, younger and more
rash, chose the shorter route over the
top. They probably exchanged friendly
banter over who would get home first.

Lansing arrived back at camp,
expecting to find Amos waiting for him
with a self-satisfied smile. But Amos
had not returned, and still had not
appeared as night fell.

Lansing and a search party went out
and soon found Amos’ body. He had
slipped on one of the narrow ledges

and plunged to his death on the rocks
below.

As Lansing told the story years later,
“He broke every bone in his body, but
his watch was still ticking.”

“Uncle Lant” settled down on a farm
in Paris Township near Grand Rapids,
and lived to be 74. He died in 1898
after a stroke. He told the story of
Amos’ death to his nephew, Charles
Rathbun (1870-1956), and he in turn
told it to his nephew (your editor).

Corrections

Minnie Ameretta Rathbun, daughter
of Vortimer’ Rathbun (Lucius6
Jonathan®* John ®), had only one
husband, Dominick Matusin (?spelling
uncertain). (Historian of January 1994,
page 13). Also, her brother William
(Willie) died April 3, 1874, with “inflam-
mation of the bowels and stomach.”
Our thanks to LaVerne E. Rathbun, a
descendant of Vortimer.

Nelson Niles Rathbun was born Feb.
18, 1839, not April 13, 1841, as
reported in our Historian of Oct. 1988,
page 60. The child born on April 3 was
Elijah, who was scalded to death on
Oct. 8, 1842. Their father Nelson®
Rathbun (William® Daniel* Joshua®
John2'1), was born June 19, 1805 (not
June 13), and married Mercy Rider
Nov. 14, 1831, not in September. Our
thanks to Edward Kipp, a descendant
of Nelson.

Ma?l Elizabeth Rathbun, daughter of
John® Rathbun _(Alfred® Job*
Benjamin® Joseph? John'), did not
marry Lewis Edwards as her second
husband. (Historian of July 1991, page
42.). The Mary who married Lewis
Edwards was the daughter of John’s
son Uzal Rathbun. Our thanks to Jean
Bollig.

Elisha® Rathbun (Elisha® Elijah*
Samuel®? John‘), had a son Elisha,
born in 1831 who died in 1832, aged
11 months. (Historian of July 1992,
page 46). Our thanks to Mary
Champlin and David Rathbun.
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gratitude for the superb medical care
given our granddaughter who is a
severe asthmatic, and in appreciation
of the good health of our great-grand-
son, aged four, who could so easily
have had a problem similar to
Alexandra’s. God bless you for bring-
ing the situation to our attention
through the Historian. This is what
families are all about.”

Susie Carter Baston wrote: The
story of Alex touched me so much. We
lost our beloved grandson, David
Michael Hobbs, seven years ago from
cancer...after terrible suffering from
‘chemo’ and everything the doctors
thought would help. This donation is
made in David’s memory.”

Clarice Fleharty commented: “Those
who don'’t believe our health care sys-
tem needs changes would feel differ-
ently should they find themselves in
such a situation. Our prayers are with
the Ellis family as they go through this
traumatic experience.”

David E. Rathbun and Mary
Champlin sent a most generous contri-
bution “in memory of Rosma Limbeck.”
Rosma, a long and active member of
our Association, died of cancer last
year.

Following is a complete list of the
contributors:

James and Grace Chivers

LaVerne and Marge Rathbun

William F. and Louise Marsh

Laverne and June Rathbun

Terry and Dorothy Carnahan

Joyce R. Graves

Gaal and Mildred Rathburn

Lowell and Beverly Gillette

Juliette Rathbone Finch

David and Keri A. Rathbun

Princess Frush

David Rathbun

Mary Champlin

Susie Carter Baston

Fred C. and Shirley Rathbun

Clarice Fleharty

William |. Rathbun

Edith Leppla

Clair C. Cornell

Susan D’Amore

Frank and Dorothy Rathbun

Katherine Coner

Betty Drake
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Louise Duffey

Laura Burrows

Marianne Richard

Jim and JoAnn Adams

Rev. Robert and Shirley Rathbun
Jayne Rezin

Beulah Power
Frank and Hazel Rathbun

We also contributed a $95 check
from the Rathbun Family Association.

New Data

Sylvia Lusk, wife of Valentine®
Rathbun (Valentine4 Joshua® John2'1),
was born about 1761 (baptized Dec. 6,
1761, at New Britain, Conn.), the
daughter of Thomas Lusk Jr. and
Elizabeth (Goodrich) Lusk. She died in
1784, about 23 years old. (Historian of
July 1983, page 44.) Our thanks to
Marlene Wilkinson, a descendant.

Eliza (or Elizabeth?) Brown, wife of
Anthony4 Rathbun (Samuel3 Thomas?
John1), was born in April 1752, daugh-
ter of Charles and Mercy (Sweet)
Brown. Eliza died in 1783 and Anthony
then married her sister, Penelope,
born Dec. 16, 1755. (Historian of July
1982, page 45). Information from
Brown family bible records.

Rebecca Rathbun, daughter of
Jeremiah* Rathbun (Josepha' John1),
was married September 21, 1800, to
Nathan Crandall. Her husband, born in
1779, was killed in the war of 1812,
and she later moved from Erie County,
N.Y., to Sandusky County, Ohio,
where her brother Jonathan was then
living.

Joseph Pearson Rathbun, son of
Joseph™ Rathbun (Joseph5 Jonathan*
John®"), died April 6, 1927. His wife,
Margaret Butts, was born Jan. 31,
1848, the daughter of George and
Maria (Zellers) Butts. She died May
23, 1907. Their daughter Effa married
Orin F. Thornton, and their daughter
Minnie married H. George Hass.
Another son, George born about 1876,
died young. (Historian of April 1994,
page 29). Our thanks to new member
Marianne Richard, a descendant.

John Lysander6 Rathbun (Joel5
Benjamin""3 Joseph2 John1), married
Ruth Ann Lower on March 31, 1841, in
Westfield, N.Y. Ruth died September
23, 1851, at Pineville, La., as reported
by Cooley. (Historian of Jan. 1991,
page 13). Our thanks to Marcia
Kittleson, who found the dates in early
issues of the Mayfield (N.Y.) Sentinel.

George Harvey7 Rathbun (Oliver6
Jeremiah®* Joseph3'2 John1), was
born Nov. 1, 1879. He served in the
U.S. Navy for many years, and died
Oct. 12, 1964, apparently unmarried.
He is buried in the National Cemetery
at Fayetteville, Ark. (Historian of Oct.
1990, page 62). Our thanks to Kathy
Phillips, who found his gravestone.

John A. Rathbun, son of Russell®
Rathbun (Simeon4 Thomas® John2'1),
died Nov. 20, 1899, and is buried at
Bemus Point, Cortland County, N.Y.
(Historian of July 1989, page 44).

Nancy Brown, second wife of
Hubbard Welch® Rathbun (Job*
Benjamin3 Joseph2 John1), was proba-
bly the daughter of Mason and
Frances Brown. (Historian of Jan.
1985, page 14). Her sister, Frances,
married Job Beebe® Rathbun (William®
Job* Benjamin® Joseph? John'). Our
thanks to Rob Rathbun.

Elizabeth Treadway, second wife of
Russell® Rathbun (Job4 Benjamin3
Joseph2 John‘), was the daughter of
David and Sarah Treadway. (Historian
of Jan. 1985, page 13). Our thanks to
Rob Rathbun.
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DIED—March 12, 1994, Arthur P.
Burris, 88, at Sun City Center, Florida.
He was the grandson of James S.
Burris and Rebecca M Rathbun
(Gldeon 6 Tibbetts® John * Thomas®
John' ). He was a charter member of
our Association and it was his sugges-
tion that led to its organization in 1980.
Art was a dedicated genealogist and
was a valuable researcher in our early
days. His wife, Marjorie, died in 1990.
Survivors include two daughters and a
son; several grandchildren, and a
number of great-grandchildren.

DIED—May 23, 1994, Robert Lee
Rathbun, 72, of Rimrock, Arizona, a
long-time member of our Assocuatlon
He was the son of Charles® Rathbun
(Charles James’® Samuel® John' )-
Survivors include his wife, Gale; two
sons, Robert Lee Jr. and Charles B.
Rathbun; four grandchildren, and two
brothers, Raymond and Dr. Speed
Rathbun.

DIED—Feb. 17, 1994, Joseph Bulmer,
70, of Bothel, Washington. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Barbara, a member
of our Association, who is the daughter
of Lester Melsner and Pearl Rathbun
(Charles Byron James® Thoma35
John* Samuel® Thomas? John' ).
There are also three children and sev-
eral grandchildren.

DIED—May 9, 1994, Rufus West
Rathbone, 89, at Roswell, N.M. He
was the son of Rufus Cogswell
Ftathbone Geor% Ftufus6 Daniel®
Valentine* Joshua® John?" ). He is sur-
vived by a daughter, Westa Joy Hunt;
a granddaughter, Noel Wells, and a
sister, Allie Mae Baum.

DIED—April 14, 1994, Lester William
Crosslin Sr, 94. He is survived by his
wife, Janetta (Rathbun) Crossllné
daughter of Emmet Rathbun (Geor e
Vortimer” Lucius® Jonathan®* John® )
a son Lester Jr., a grandson and two
great-grandchildren.

DIED—Nov. 20, 1993, Mrs. Marge
(Rathbun) Mommaerts, 66, of Green
Bay, Wisconsin. A member of our
Association for many years, she was
the widow of Correl (Bud) Mommaerts
and the daughter of Fred Orval'®
Rathburn (James Eluah Sereno
Elijah® William® Daniel* William32
John1). She is survived by her mother,
Marie Rathburn; five sons and two
daughters; nine grandchildren, and a
brother Wesley Rathburn.
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DIED—May 11, 1994, Ronald Power,
86, of Waterloo, lowa. He is survived
by his wife of 64 years, Beulah
(Rathbun) Powers, a member of our
Assocnatlon and the daughter of
Charles Rathbun (James Paris® Job®
Gideon* John® 1). He also leaves two
daughters, eight grandchildren, and
several great-grandchildren.

DIED—May 13, 1994, Jordan Terry
Rathbun, infant son of Walter Dean
and Lynn Diane Rathbun, and grand-
son of Terry and Diane Rathbun, all of
Nlantlc Conn. Terry is the son of
Earl’ Rathbun (Everett Jerome8
Nathan’ Robert® John®* Samuel®

Thomas? John' )-

DIED—April 4, 1994, Charles E.
Auerbach, 75, at Texarkana, Ark. His
wife, Donna Mae (Ann) Auerbach, who
died in 1988, was the daughter of
W|II|am Thomas® Rathburn (Joseph

Aaron’ Joseph Perry Edmund*

John* 1) An Army veteran of World
War Il, he is survived by a step-daugh-
ter, Kathryn Phillips, a member of our
Association.

DIED—June 17, 1994, Lisle Jay
Rathburn, 86, at Selma, Oregon He
was the son of Emmet Rathbun
George Vortimer” Lucius® Jonathan®*
John . Survivors include a son,
Robert, a daughter-in-law Norma
Rathburn with whom he lived; several
grandchildren; two sisters, Janetta
Crosslin and Virginia Willett, and two
brothers, Ferris and LaVerne Rathbun,
a member of our Association.

DIED—March 27, 1994, Fannie J.
(Rathbun) Capwell, 74, of West
Greenwrch R.l. She was the daughter
of Leonard Rathbun (erlram John”®
Joseph Joshua* John® ). Survivors
include her husband, George H.
Capwell; two daughters; four brothers,
Lester, Leonard, Gilbert and Harold
Rathbun; six grandchildren, and five
great-grandchildren.

DIED—March 21, 1994, Lunette
Bryant Rathbun, 71, at Richmond,
Virginia. Formerly of Newport N. X

she was the wife of Wilbur® Rathbun
(Arthur8 Adelbert” Samuel® Wilbur®

Jeremiah® Joseph3'2 John‘). A retired
teacher and librarian, she is survived
by a daughter, Pamela Bryant; two
sons, Gary and David Rathbun, and
six grandchildren.

DIED—May 7, 1994, Dorothy Sherrard
Rathbun, 83, of Silver Lake‘j Ohio. She
was the wndow of Alan Rathbun
(Norton Saxton’ Chaplln Jonathan®*
John* ) who died last year. She is
survived by a son, Alan; two daugh-
ters, Doanne Brown and Julie Miller,
and five grandchildren.

DIED—Dec. 2, 1993, Estelle Rathbun,
87, at Green Sprmco;s Ohio. She was
the widow of Irvin'® Rathbun Edwm
Norton8 Saxton’ Chaplln6 Jonathan5 <
John 1) who died in 1988. She is sur-
vived by two daughters, Ann Warner
and Shirlee Liskovec; one grandchild;
two great-grandchildren, and a sister.

DIED—September 1993, Howard
Rathburn, 84, of Tucson, Arizona. He
was the son of Clarence® Rathburn
(George Ruel® David® Edmund*
John® Survivors include his wife,
Grace, and two brothers, Homer and
Harold Rathburn.

DIED—Dec. 24, 1993, Frank C.
Rathburn, 51, of Blufton, Ohio, who
was killed in a Christmas Eve traffic
accident near his home. He is survived
by his wife Sandy, and two daughters,
Gena and Monica Rathbun. We do not
know his identity. Can anyone help?
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MARY ELLEN CLAYPOOL and John
Eliot Wright were married Feb. 14,
1994, at Lake Forest, lllinois. Mary
Ellen, a member of our Association, is
the daughter of Nelson Joseph
McMahon and Louise Cecella
Rathbun, daughter of Kenneth®
Rathbun  (Winfield®  Carlton’
Demarcus® Solomon® Job* Joshua®
John2'1).

DANIEL MARK RATHBUN and Carol
Ann Nash were married May 28, 1994,
in Damariscotta, Maine. Daniel is the
son of our members Rev. Robert and
Shirley Rathbun of Lowell, Mass Rev.
Robert |s the son of Paul'® Rathbun
(Charles George Joseph Char|es
Amos® John* Jonathan® John® )

RANDY RATHBUN, U.S. District
Attorney for the state of Kansas, has
indicted the mayor of Kansas City and
two other city officials on bribery and
other charges. Randy is the son of
Flonald" Rathbun (Cleo'® Melancthon9
Geor ge Rowland’ Acors® Joshua®
John

RICHARD ANGELINI, son of Michael
and Alice Angelini and grandson of
Orlando and Anna Angelini, all of
Somerset, Mass., recently received the
Eagle Scout Award, the Boy Scouts’
highest award. He was also elected to
the Order of The Arrow, the Boy Scout
camping brotherhood. Richard has
been a den chief, patrol leader and
junior assistant scout leader. He is cur-
rently an honors student at the
University of Massachusetts, in
Dartmouth, majoring in electrical engi-
neering. His parents and grandparents
are members of our Association. Anna
Angelini is the daughter of Orsong
Hathburn (Henry Valentlne John

Tibbetts® John*® Thomas? John' ).

DEBBIE RATHBUN was the 1994
valedictorian for the graduating class
of Center Point High School in Urbana,
lowa. We do not know her identity.
Can anyone help?
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WILLIAM (BILL) RATHBUN of
Toledo, Ohio, has co-authored a new
book, “Tennis in Toledo.” He has been
a prominent tennis player and official
for more than 50 years. His co-author
is Sam Allen, past president of the
Toledo Tennis Club. Rathbun is the
son of George9 Rathbun (Edward
Solomon” Acors® Joshua®?2 John 1)

RONALD RATHBUN and his wife
Mildred of Springfield, Mo., attended a
marketing conference in London,
England, from May 18-25, sponsored
by the American National Insurance
Company. Ron is one of the com-
pany’s divisional vice-presidents. He is
the son of our member Paul Rathbun
and the late Zona Rathbun. Paul is the
son of Fredenck Rathbun (W|II|am7
John® Perry Edmund* John 1)

WILLIAM DRAKE participated last fall
at Caldwell, Kansas, in the 100th
anniversary of the Cherokee Strip
“land run” of 1894, when thousands of
settlers poured into Oklahoma from
Kansas to claim land. William is the
grandson of our member Betty Drake,
and a great-great-grandson of Edwin
Fillmore Rathbun, who participated in
the run. Edwin (1855-1922) was the
son of Ebenezer Rathbun (Ebenezer5
Thomas* Jonathan® Willliam? John' )
His daughter Mary Rathbun married
Merton C. Drake, father of Betty’s late
husband, Clifford Drake.

DANIEL C. RATHBUN and Tracy Ann
Crotts are to be married Sept. 17 in
Cedar Rapids, lowa. He is the son of
Daniel D. Rathbun of Central City,
lowa. We do not know their identity.
Can anyone help?

Seeking rnformatlon on George
Rathbun (Truman Ashley Isaiah®
Jonathan® John® ) He and his wife
Aurelia Hopkins reportedly operated a
tavern about 1875-85 at Grand River
and Eight Mile roads near Detroit,
Mich. That intersection is now the site
of the historic Botsford Inn. Would like
any data about them or their tavern.

New
Members

Ned Rathbone Hickel
Baton Rouge, La.

Edward Kipp
Orleans, Ontario

Kay Carpenter Nolte
Germantown, Tenn.
Cherie Pinkerton
Roswell, Georgia
Marianne Richard’
Ocala, Florida

In our last Historian, we listed the
obituary of an unidentified Mary
(Rathbun) Bishop, and reported that
she died on Feb. 5, 1994. We have
since learned that she died on Jan. 8(5
and was the daughter of Leland’
Rathbone (Leland Albert® Erastus
Abel® John* Jonathan® John 2 ). Her
husband Col. Bertram J. Bishop died
in 1987. She is survived by a brother,
Robert Rathbone, and a sister,
Margaret Sheldon, a member of our
Association.

Also in the last Historian obituaries,
there was an error in the ancestry of
Nancy (Rathbun) Wemmer, widow of
Major Jack H. Wemmer Nancy is the
daughter of Walter® Rathbun (Edward
Charles Joshua® Amos* Joshua®
John? ).

BORN—April 14, 1994, Austin Michael
Bundy, son of Ve and Donna (Rathbun)
Bundy and grandson of our member
Marvin T. Rathbun Marvin |s the son
of Thomas Rathbun (John William”
John® Perry Edmund* John ¥ 1)

BORN—March 27, 1994, Steven Cady
Hanson, son of Brad and Susan
Hanson, grandson of Charles and
Cheryl (Reser) Hatfield, and great-
grandson of our members Gerald and
Donis Reser. Gerald is the son of
Joseph Reser and Huby Fern
Rathbun (Millard” Wllllam Ami® Job*
Benjamin Joseph John' )-



