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Wife Poisons Rathbun

in 1900 Murder Case

ARathbun family in Connecticut
made headlines 96 years ago,
when one of our cousins died after

drinking poisoned coffee probably
intended by his wife for her lover.

William Rathbun, 47, of New Haven,
died Dec. 21, 1900, and his wife, Anna
Maria, was sent to prison for his mur-
der. They had been married 23 years
and had six children. He was the son
of Elijah’ Rathbun (Jonathan® William®
Daniel* William®? John').

Rathbun, a railroad brakeman,
became violently ill Dec. 20 after drink-
ing from a container of coffee put in his
dinner pail by his wife. John F. Hart, a
fellow worker who boarded with the
Rathbuns, also drank some of the cof-
fee and became sick. Both men
seemed to recover, however, and went
on with their duties.

Rathbun, however, collapsed after
arriving home that evening, and a
physician was called. Hart also
became sick again. When the doctor
learned that both men had drunk from
the same coffee container, he sus-
pected poison and asked Mrs.
Rathbun to save the remaining coffee.
She agreed.

Both men were sent to a hospital,
where Hart recovered, but Rathbun
died the next day. The New Haven
coroner ordered an autopsy, which
showed traces in Rathbun’s stomach
of an arsenic-based rat poison.

Detectives assigned to investigate
the case soon learned that Mrs.
Rathbun and Hart had been having a
love affair, and both were arrested on
suspicion of murder. They told conflict-
ing stories, and police at first thought
that Hart was the guilty one.

Mrs. Rathbun told investigators that
Hart, who had arrived home before her
husband, brought the dinner pail and
coffee container home, and warned
her not to let the children “get hold of
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it.” (The Rathbuns’ three youngest chil-
dren were still living at home, ranging
from nine to 17 years).

She said that she threw the coffee
out immediately, but her story was
contradicted by the doctor, who
remembered that he had told her to
save the coffee and that she had
agreed. After Rathbun died, he asked
for it, but was told she had thrown it
out.

After hearing the statements of Mrs.
Rathbun, Hart and the doctor, the
coroner ruled that Mrs. Rathbun had
poisoned the coffee, but with the inten-
tion of killing Hart, her lover, not her
husband. Her motive was jealousy,
because Hart had begun seeing
another woman. ]

Rathbun ordinarily drank tea, not
coffee, but he apparently agreed to
sample the poisoned coffee after Hart
told him it had a “peculiar” taste.

Based on the coroner’s findings,
Mrs. Rathbun was indicted for murder.
At her trial, her attorney tried to argue
that Rathbun might have poisoned the
coffee himself to kill Hart after learning
of his wife’s affair. He could have sam-
pled some of the coffee to allay Hart’s
suspicions, not realizing that a small
quantity could be fatal.

The jury was not impressed with this
theory. After four hours’ deliberation,
Mrs. Rathbun was found guilty of sec-
ond-degree murder, and the judge
immediately sentenced her to life
imprisonment. Mrs. Rathbun “sank to
her seat, overcome,” and had to be
assisted from the courtroom.
Newspaper accounts did not mention
whether any of her six children were
present.

That same day, John Hart was con-
victed of committing adultery with Mrs.
Rathbun and was sentenced to serve
two years and six months in prison.

The “Rathbun Poison Case” was
soon forgotten. Then, 17 years later on
Dec. 10, 1917, Mrs. Rathbun was

released from prison by order of the
Connecticut State Board of Pardons.
What became of her is not known. One
of her six children, Nellie, died in 1903,
aged 20, while her mother was still in
prison. Nothing is known of the other
five.

(Our thanks to Shirley Rathbun of
Lowell, Mass., who provided us with
newspaper clippings of this fascinating
story, which she found while indexing
early Lowell newspapers for the local
library.)

Samuel Rathbun, son of Robert®
Rathbun (John4 Samuel® Thomas?
John'), died August 23, 1858, in
Cumberland County, lll. (Historian of
Oct. 1989, page 62.) According to his
gravestone in Washington Cemetery,
he was 56 years, five months and 29
days old, making his birthdate Feb. 25,
1802. His daughter Hannah J.
Rathbun died Nov. 20, 1858, aged 22.
His son Henry died Dec. 9, 1857, aged
15 years, four months and 12 days,
making his birthdate July 22, 1842.
(He is obviously not the Henry who
died in 1891 as we reported. This
Henry is unidentified.) In the same
cemetery is the grave of Susanna
Rathbun, who died Sept. 5, 1856,
aged six months and 20 days, “daugh-
ter of E and E Rathbun.” We have not
been able to identify them.

In our Historian of January 1988,
page 10, we listed the wife of Hiram®
Rathbun (Saxon5 Valentine* Joshua®
John?"), as Otse Blakeley or Blakesly.
However, records in the Onondaga
(NY) Library found by Rob Rathbun list
her as the daughter of Asahel
Chappell.
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245. ALLEN SHEFFIELD TYLER’
RATHBUN (Joshua® Joseph® Joshua*
John®27"), born June 17, 1864, at
Hopkinton, R.l. He was married July 3,
1895, at North Kingston, R.l., to Myrtle
Mae Boss, born April 29, 1871, daugh-
ter of William Austin and Judith
(Rathbun) Boss. Judith was the daugh-
ter of Newman® Rathbun (Jonathan5
John‘“). They were divorced by 1916,
and he was then married to Katherine
S.C. French, birthdate and parentage
unknown. Myrtle was married April 1,
1917, to Alexis Martel. Allen died May
8, 1938, at Westerly, R.l. Nothing more
is known of Katherine, who survived
him.

CHILDREN
All by Myrtle

ELWOOD GEORGE ALLEN, born
Feb. 25, 1896; died Sept., 30, 1896, of
cholera.

ROSE MARY, born Dec. 3, 1897;
married Frank William Hartshorne Dec.
28, 1916.

WALLACE A., born May 17, 1900;
died Nov. 22, 1900.

ERNEST ELMER, born March 23,
1903; married Mary Rita Hughes.

WALLACE A., born about 1905;
alive in 1938; died by 1963.

246. HENRY LEWIS’ RATHBUN
(Joshua6 Joseph5 Joshua* John3'2'1).
born Dec. 9, 1867, at Richmond, R.I.
He was married August 13, 1890, at
North Kingston, R.l. to Helen Amanda
Briggs, born March 10, 1870, daughter
of Willilam C. and Tryphena (Card)
Briggs. They lived at East Greenwich.
He died August 27, 1940, and Helen
died March 22, 1941.

CHILD

HELEN FLORENCE, born July 4,
1891; died July 22, 1894.

247. STEPHEN KILTON’ RATH-
BONE (Joshua®® John?'). He was
born Nov. 6, 1796, at Providence, R..,
and was married there Oct. 15, 1822,
to Sarah Waterman Brown, born
August 14, 1801, daughter of Thomas
and Mary (Waterman) Brown. He ran a
dry goods business in the 1820s but
then became a banker and for 20
years was cashier of the American
Bank of Providence, Rhode Island’s
largest bank. He also served in the
state militia, as a lieutenant in 1818
and captain from 1820 to 1825. A
staunch abolitionist, he campaigned
for office on the Free Soil (Anti-slav-
ery) Ticket in the 1850s. Sarah died
Jan. 7, 1840, and he died Sept. 26,
1871.

CHILDREN

MARY BROWN, born July 24, 1823;
married Henry Wood Gardner on Sept.
8, 1846.

SARAH WATERMAN, born March 5,
1825; died single Sept. 4, 1901.

ALMIRA DYER, born August 23,
1826; died single Jan. 26, 1909.

AUGUSTUS, born July 21, 1818. He
moved to Santa Clara, California,
where he was married Oct. 22, 1853,
to Hannah Elizabeth Chase. Both died
in 1909 leaving no children.

CORNELIA, born June 23, 1830;
married Benjamin F. Thurston on May
9, 1853.

ELIZABETH KILTON, born July 14,
1832; married Charles H. Parkhurst on
August 18, 1858.

HARRIET BROWN, born Jan. 3,
1835; married Henry W. Brown on May
15, 1860.

ANNA, born Feb. 7, 1837; married
John H. Boardman on Feb. 3, 1870.

EMILY BROWN, born April 17,
1838; died Sept. 25, 1840.

STEPHEN KILTON, born July 28,
1839; died Feb. 25, 1842.

248. WILLIAM PENN’ RATHBONE
(Joshua®? John®), born May 3, 1798,
in Providence, R.l. He was married
July 11, 1827, in Hallowell, Maine, to
Ruth Ann Leonard, born May 25, 1803,
daughter of Silas and Ruth (Bruton)
Leonard. She died Nov. 16, 1848, and
he was married on Dec. 12, 1849, in
Augusta, Ga., to her niece, Frances
Amelia Leonard, born April 11, 1827,
daughter of Silas Leonard Jr., who
died April 22, 1852. He was then mar-
ried Oct. 19, 1858, in Providence, to
Ruth Ellen Hall, a cousin of his first
wife, who was born Feb. 28, 1830.
Rathbone was a cotton merchant and
lived a number of years in Augusta,
Georgia, to be near his cotton suppli-
ers. He returned to Providence in the
early 1850s and died there June 21,
1877. Ruth died Jan. 25, 1880.

CHILDREN
By Ruth Ann

LEONARD, born Jan. 2, 1829; died
Nov. 13, 1829.

WILLIAM LEONARD, born April 30,
1830; died August 28, 1830.

JOSHUA HENRY, born August 12,
1832; married Elizabeth Adams.

CHILD, born in 1834; died aged four
days.

ANNA., born August 24, 1836; died
Oct. 12, 1836.

WILLIAM PENN, born Oct. 28, 1841;
died March 3, 1845.

LEONARD, born Dec. 20, 1843;
died June 27, 1846.

(Continued to page 34)
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(Continued from page 33)
By Frances

FRANCES LEONARD, born May 12,
1851; died May 2, 1852.

By Ruth Ellen

WAITE, born Nov. 13, 1859; died
Feb. 28, 1931, single.

JULIAN, born Oct. 19, 1863; married
Esther C. Williams.

JOSEPHINE, born May 28, 1868;
died single August 26, 1913.

249. JOSHUA B.” RATHBUN
(Abraham6 Joshua®3 John2'1), born
Dec. 5, 1797, at North Kingston, R.I.
He was married April 17, 1818, to Jane
Ardelia Bailey, born about 1800,
parentage unknown, who died a year
later on May 20, 1819. He was then
married Nov. 19, 1820, to Mary Ann
Peckham, born August 23, 1802,
daughter of James B. and Amy
Peckham. She died July 29, 1835, and
he was married March 27, 1836, to
Amy Hambly, born May 26, 1798,
daughter of Benjamin and Elizabeth
Hambly. She died Sept. 10, 1857, and
he apparently was married the follow-
ing month, on Oct. 31, to Ellen B.
Atkinson, about whom nothing is
known. She died probably in 1859, and
his fifth and last marriage was on May
4, 1860, to Maria J. Brown, birth date
and parentage unknown. Joshua was
a shoemaker, and lived at various
times in North Kingston, Tiverton and
Barrington, R.l. He was a notary public
and justice of the peace in North
Kingston in the 1820s, where he was
also a militia captain in 1818,
lieutenant-colonel in 1829, and full
colonel from 1830 to 1832. He died
August 29, 1881, at Barrington. Maria
was married three years later on Dec.
18, 1884, in Providence, to George
Percival.

CHILDREN
By Mary Ann
GEORGE PECKHAM, born Sept.
26, 1821; married Amanda Godfrey.

MARY NICHOLS, born Dec. 22,
1823; died March 24, 1844.
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JOSHUA CLARK, born Dec. 21,
1825; died Oct. 13, 1842.

WILLIAM JAMES, born in Sept.
1831; died young.

FRANCIS HENRY, born Sept. 15,
1834; married Sarah D. Roundy.

By Amy

BENJAMIN HAMBLY, born August
25, 1838; died Oct. 12, 1858, at sea.

AMY HAMBLY, born May 9, 1841;
married Horace W. Arnold on Jan. 5,
1858.

250. THOMAS RODMAN’ RATH-
BUN (Abraham® Joshua®?2 John?®),
born Jan. 10, 1820, at Wickford, R.I.
He was married May 12, 1841 to Lucy
Ann Gardiner, born July 21, 1817,
daughter of Beriah and Elizabeth
(Hammond) Gardiner. He was a
jeweler in Providence for a number of
years, and in 1870 purchased the his-
toric Smith’s Castle in Wickford. Lucy
died Oct. 19, 1878, in Providence. He
was married again on September 28,
1880, in Boston, Mass., to Dorcas
Gifford, born July 25, 1850, daughter
of Keith H. and Lucy M. Gifford. About
that time, he sold his store in
Providence and also Smith’s Castle,
and moved to Detroit, Michigan, where
he had a jewelry store until he died on
March 29, 1893, of a tumor. Dorcas
died in Detroit on Nov. 25, 1907.

CHILDREN
All by Lucy

CHARLES STEWART, born July 24,
1842; died Jan. 20, 1843.

ANNA ELIZABETH, born Jan. 11,
1844; died July 20, 1847.

AMY SALISBURY, born Dec.
19,1846; married Truman Chase on
May 27, 1868.

LUCY ANN, born March 14, 1849;
married Dr. Samuel Blake.

SARAH ELIZABETH, born Oct. 3,
1850; married Sidney Wilkenson on
Feb. 21, 1876.

THOMAS RODMAN, born Oct. 9,
1853; married R. Evelyn Coleman.

LILLA H., born Sept. 27, 1858; died
Sept. 6, 1874.

251. WILLIAM WALLACE’ RATH-
BUN (Abraham6 Joshua®?3 John2'1),
born August 31, 1821, at Wickford, R.I.
He was married Nov. 6, 1845, at
Providence to Lydia Davis Angell, born
June 26, 1828, daughter of Joseph
and Hope (Sprague) Angell. He was
associated in the jewelry business at
Providence with his brother Thomas
for many years. Lydia died April 28,
1864, and he was married Sept. 16,
1866, to Maria Morton (Snow) Field,
born August 20, 1826, daughter of
William and Mary (Washburn) Snow,
and widow of Eustice Field. He died
Nov. 24, 1876, at Providence. Marie
died Oct. 1, 1897, in Raynham, Mass.

CHILDREN
Both by Lydia

REBECCA RUMRILLE, born August
17, 1846; married Adoniram J.
Cushing on May 27, 1872.

WILLIAM WALLACE JR., born Sept.
6, 1848; he was living in Chicago,
employed as a bookkeeper, in 1870.
Nothing more is known of him.

252. WALTER NICHOLS’ RATH-
BUN (Abraham6 Joshua®® John2’1),
born May 21, 1823, at Wickford, R.I.
He was married June 8, 1846, to
Rebecca Malvina Smith, born Oct. 24,
1827, daughter of Captain Stephen
and Mary Ann Smith. He was a car-
penter in Providence, where Rebecca
died Feb. 19, 1892. He moved to
Warwick and died there Nov. 16, 1900.

CHILDREN

MARY TILLEY, born April 8, 1847,
married William H. Smiley on April 21,
1874.

LYDIA SMITH, born Jan. 22, 1850;
married Charles C. Tilley on April 28,
1876.

STEPHEN BORDEN, born March 6,
1857; married Fanny Dunn.

253. WILLIAM? RATHBUN (Acors®
Joshua®3® John2'1), born Feb. 18,
1796, at Richmond, R.l. He was mar-
ried Sept. 22, 1819, to Bathsheba
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Pound, born July 2, 1798, daughter of
Elijah and Isabella (Sharp) Pound.
They moved in 1820 to Vernon, N.Y.
and then to nearby Rochester, where
he was a clothing manufacturer.
Bathsheba died there Jan. 11, 1833.
He apparently was in the shipping
business, and was co-owner of several
ships operating out of New Orleans.
He drowned on May 4, 18383, in the
Mississippi River near New Orleans.

CHILDREN

SARAH ANN, born April 5, 1821;
married Lyman Oakley Jan. 4, 1840.

CAROLINE ISABELLA, born July
14, 1823; married Thomas S. Clarke
on July 14, 1841. (Their son Frederick
Joshua Rathbun Clarke, became a
prominent banker in Ulster County,
N.Y.).

WILLIAM POUND (or PECKHAM),
born May 31, 1826; married Angeline
E. Hance.

JEANNETTE BATHSHEBA, born
Oct. 8, 1829; died July 4, 1889, single,
at Utica.

254. SOLOMON’ RATHBUN
(Acors6 Joshua®3 John2'1), born June
30, 1799, at Richmond, R.l. He went
with his parents as a baby to Oneida
Co. N.Y. and was married there March
3, 1824, to Hannah Quimby, born June
23, 1807, daughter of Daniel and
Deborah (Powell) Quimby. They lived
a number of years at Rathbunville,
N.Y., which was named for his father.
He was a prominent miller, with flour
mills, sawmills and gristmills at
Rathbunville: a flour and feed shop in
Little Falls, N.Y., and even established
a lumber mill in Michigan. His milling
operations were twice destroyed by
fire, but he rebuilt and remained in
business. He moved in the 1850s to
Springfield, Mass., where he and his
son Acors established the A. Rathbun
Company, dealing in flour and grain.
Solomon died there on Nov. 9, 1861,
and Hannah later moved to New York
City, where she died Dec. 3, 1891.

CHILDREN

ACORS, born August 24, 1827; mar-
ried Eliza Burrell.

DANIEL, born June 21, 1829;
married Duelanna Wheeler Sept. 9,
1851, and moved to New York City,
where he died Sept. 8, 1862, of con-
sumption. Duellana who was pregnant
died a few weeks later, on Oct. 6,
“under distressing circumstances”—
possibly suicide in grief over her
husband’s death.

EMILY, born Sept. 26, 1831; married
John Leonard Kipp Sept. 26, 1853.

HENRY, born Dec. 30, 1833; died
Dec. 24, 1852.

EDWARD, born April 14, 1838; mar-
ried Marie Warner.

GEORGE JAY, born Sept. 6, 1840;
died Feb. 22, 1860.

MILTON, born August 3, 1844; mar-
ried Harriet (Lee) Fales.

FRANK A., born Jan. 23, 1847; mar-
ried (1) Charlotte Nims, and (2)
Marietta Button.

ALICE NAOMI, born Nov. 16, 1850;
married Josiah Lombard on June 7,
1877.

255. WELLS’ RATHBUN (Acors6
Joshua®? John?™), born Feb. 12,
1801, at Richmond, R.l., and went with
his parents as a baby to Oneida
County, N.Y. He was married there

Wells Rathbun
(1801-1874)

Sept. 21, 1826, to Amy Otis, born
about 1803, daughter of Dr. Ephraim
and Mary (Cornwell) Otis. They lived
near Verona, N.Y., where he was a
farmer. Amy died there Oct. 16, 1861,
and Wells died May 9, 1874.

CHILDREN

MARY, born Sept. 14, 1827; died
Nov. 11, 1835.

CHARLES, born July 29,1829; mar-
ried Jane Blair.

CAROLINE, born May 2, 1831; died
March 8, 1890, in Madison, Wisc.

LYDIA MARIA, born April 27, 1835;
died March 5, 1837.

NANCY JANE, born June 28, 1837;
married Peter Young Aug. 24, 1869.

JAMES WELLS, born Jan. 6, 1839;
married Harriet Thompson.

ARTHUR, born Sept. 30, 1841; died
March 20, 1842.

ALFRED (twin), born Sept. 30, 1841;
married Phoebe Searing.

256. PECKHAM’ RATHBUN
(Acors6 Joshua®? John2'1), born Jan.
15, 1802, in Verona, N.Y. and was
married there Dec. 29, 1825, to Nancy
Allen, born about 1806, daughter of
Lemuel and Eve Allen. They lived at
Macedon, N.Y., where Nancy died
April 19, 1841. He was married again
on March 27, 1843, to Mary G.
Howland, born about 1811, parentage
unknown, and widow of David
Howland. She died Jan. 15, 1860, and
he was married on Jan. 24, 1861, to
Sarah Howland (Wright) Wilde, born
Nov. 3, 1822, daughter of Job and
Rest (Macomber) Wright and widow of
a Wilde. Peckham died Sept. 23, 1883,
at Macedon, and Sarah died Feb. 10,
1909, at Saratoga, N.Y. Peckham was
a saddle and harness maker.

CHILDREN
By Nancy

SARAH, born Oct. 10, 1826; married
Ira Haviland July 25, 1846.

MARY, born Aug. 11, 1828; died
April 20, 1829.

SOLOMON, born Feb. 9, 1830; mar-
ried (?) Ellen and died in 1863 at
Fall River, Mass.

(Continued to page 36)

35



Genealogy

Rathbun-Rathbone-Rathburn Family Historian

Fall 1996
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EDWIN, born March 8, 1832; died
Feb. 9, 1841.

GEORGE, born Feb. 14, 1834; died
July 8,1843.

JANE, born June 4, 1839; married
Ira Holmes Oct. 8, 1856.

By Mary

IRVING HOWLAND, born Oct. 10,
1844; married Anna M. Brown.

257. JOSHUA” RATHBUN (Acors®
Joshua®?2 John®"), born Oct. 7, 1803,
at Verona, N.Y., and was married Nov.
6, 1832, at Albion, N.Y., to Sarah
Coehaven, born about 1807, parent-
age unknown. They moved to Albany,
N.Y., where he opened a lumber busi-
ness called Rathbun and Co. He dealt
in expensive woods such as black wal-
nut, cherry and sycamore, and later
added hardware to his goods. His
operations extended throughout New
York and into New England. Sarah
died May 2, 1872, and he was married
on Oct. 26, 1876, to Evelyn B. Nelson,
a widow, birth and parentage
unknown. Joshua had no children, and
took his nephew, Acors Rathbun (son
of Solomon) into his business, first as
an employee and then as a partner.
Joshua died Sept. 30, 1887, leaving
his nephew the business. Evelyn died
in 1893.

258. PERRY’ RATHBUN (Acors®
Joshua®3 John2'1), born July 22,
1811, at Verona, N.Y. He was married
Dec. 14, 1837, at Julius, N.Y., to Lydia
W. Hull, born June 22, 1816, daughter
of George Hull. They moved to Rome,
N.Y., where Perry was in business for
many years, first as a grocer and later
as a vinegar manufacturer. About
1870, he moved to Cass County, lowa,
where Lydia died Nov. 6, 1879. He
was married again on Aug. 9, 1881, to
Charlotte M. Salisbury, a widow, born
Feb. 3, 1830, parentage unknown.
Perry died July 28, 1890, and
Charlotte on July 9, 1904. Both are
buried in the Atlantic Cemetery in Cass
County, lowa.
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CHILDREN
By Lydia

ALBERT HENRY, born April 2,
1842; married (1) Fannie Popham, and
(2) Charlotte Weber.

LINDLEY S., born Feb. 17, 1845; he
lived for a time in Chicago and
Milwaukee, and died Oct. 27, 1879,
apparently single.

259. BENJAMIN’ RATHBUN
(Acors6 Joshua®3 John2'1), born Aug.
23, 1813, in Verona, N.Y. Little is
known of his life. He apparently lived
at times in Albany, Little Falls and
Buffalo, N.Y., and may have been in
the lumber business and a miller. The
1863 Buffalo directory called him
“Doctor Benjamin Rathbun.” Sometime
about 1870, he moved to Cass
County, lowa, near his brother Perry,
and died there Feb. 15, 1889.

260. ROWLAND’ RATHBUN
(Acors‘5 Joshua®? John2'1), born Aug.
17, 1817, in Verona, N.Y. He was mar-
ried there Jan. 5, 1841, to Eliza A.
Mosely, born March 16, 1821, daugh-
ter of Charles Mosely. They moved in
June 1844 to Dupage County, lllinois,
where he bought 80 acres of land,
later added another 80 acres, and
developed a prosperous farm. Eliza
died Sept. 13, 1850, and he was mar-
ried again on Oct. 26, 1851, to Harriet
B. (Mosely) Bates, born Sept. 15,
1829, probably a sister of his first wife,
and widow of a Bates. She died Aug.
11, 1859, in childbirth, and he was
married two months later, on Oct. 17,
1859, to Josephine Smith, born April 7,
1837, daughter of Alvin and Dorothy
(McCraw) Smith. Rowland reportedly
was a financial backer of John C.
Cooley in the 1898 publication of the
Rathbone Genealogy. He died March
11, 1909, and Josephine died May 28,
1927.

CHILDREN
By Eliza

JOSHUA W., born Jan. 22, 1842; he
served in the lllinois Cavalry during the

Civil War, then moved south to
Tennessee and finally Mississippi,
where he established a cotton planta-
tion with several partners. He was
drowned in 1868 in the Mississippi
River. No known marriage.

CORNELIA ANNETTE, born May 22,
1844; married George W. Meacham
on Sept. 16, 1860.

EMMA JOSEPHINE, born April 11,
1847; married Henry Pierce Jan. 6,
1869.

GEORGE ROWLAND, born Aug.
27, 1850; married (1) Hattie Brown and
(2) Mary J. Ehrenfeldt.

By Harriet

ELIZA A., born Nov. 6, 1853; died
Nov. 11, 1860.

CHARLES, born Aug. 11, 1859; died
Sept. 26, 1859.

By Josephine

LINCOLN A., born Jan. 21, 1861;
died March 23, 1861.

ACORS WELLS, born Dec. 7, 1862;
married Anna L. Parker.

HARRIET, born Nov. 4, 1865; died
Dec. 8, 1865.

SARAH A., born Dec. 14, 1866;
married Ezra Fletcher Gould.

CARRIE DELIA, born Nov. 28,1870;
married Robert Harlan Patch Dec. 11,
1890.

JOHN KIPP, born Oct. 18, 1872;
married Amanda Thiesse.

RICHARD OLIVER, born Nov. 1,
1874; married Jessie Adelaide Barber.

WARREN GRANT, born Dec. 19,
1879; died Oct. 25, 1958, single.

261. THOMAS MIFFLIN’ RATHBUN
(Benjamin6 Joshua®™® John2'1), born
about 1801 in Cayuga County, N.Y. He
moved as a young man to Rochester,
N.Y. and became a member of the
city’s first volunteer fire department.
He was killed by a falling chimney
while fighting a fire at a paper mill on
Dec. 21, 1827, aged 25, the city’s first
fireman to be killed on duty. He appar-
ently never married.

262. CHARLES W.” RATHBUN
(Benjamin6 Joshua®? John2'1), born
about 1809 in Cayuga County, N.Y. He
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moved as a young man to Warren
County, Pa., where he was married
May 10, 1835, to Leonora Babcock,
born about 1818, parentage unknown.
He was a merchant at Warren, Pa.,
where he died in January 1869.
Leonora died March 3, 1895.

CHILDREN

MARY L., born about 1836; married
Sylvester H. Davis Nov. 13, 1858.

ELLEN, born about 1838; married a
McDowell.

CHILD, born in Sept. 1840; died
June 27, 1841.

GEORGE W., born about 1845;
married Emeline Linsmer.

CHILD, born in July 1847, died Jan.
1, 1848.

FLORA, born in 1849; died May 4,
1851.

263. OLIVER SMITH7 RATHBUN
(Benjamln'5 Joshua®? John ’1) born
August 15, 1811, in Springport,
Cayuga County, N.Y. He was married
in Feb. 1838, to Melinda Blanchard,
born Jan. 8, 1817, daughter of
Nathaniel and Mercy (Bennett)
Blanchard. They moved soon after
their marriage to Milwaukee, Wisc.
Melinda died there Nov. 11, 1862, and
Oliver moved to St. Joseph, Mo.,
where he died Sept. 15, 1871.

CHILDREN

CORNELIA L., born in Feb. 1840;
died some time after 1908, single.

ADELAIDE, born Oct. 7, 1842; mar-
ried H.S. Harbough on May 1, 1868.

CAROLINE, born April 9, 1844; mar-
ried William K. Noyes on May 1, 1868.

GEORGE B., born Sept. 29, 1847,
died July 21, 1863.

HATTIE A., born Oct. 29, 1849; mar-
ried John S. Welch on Oct. 29, 1868.

EMILY A., born July 5, 1852; mar-
ried J. W. Merriman.

JESSIE, born May 4, 1855; died in
1860.

OLIVER SMITH JR., born March 3,
1858; married Josephine Knapp.

CHESTER W., born Nov. 1, 1862;
married Anna C. McGinty.

Births

BORN—Jan. 25, 1996, Daniel Russell
Brodhead, son of Craig and Laurie
Brodhead and grandson of Judith
(Rathbun) Plgnone who is the daugh-
ter of Lawrence Rathbun (Everett
Jerome Nathan Fiobert6 John™”
samuel® Thomas? John' )-

BORN—May 19, 1995, Spencer Caleb
Rathbun, son of Nathan and Amanda
Rathbun, and grandson of our mem-
bers Cynthla and Lyle Rathbun
(Burt Bert® Lorenzo EIon Alfred®
Job* Benjamln3 Joseph John' )k

BORN—Jan. 2, 1996, Zachery
Thompson Upah, son of Dr. and Mrs.
John Upah, grandson of Duane and
Sandra Thompson, and great-grand-
son of our member Fern Thompson,
who is the daughter of Ruchard M|Io9
Rathbun (Danrel William” Daniel®

William® Daniel* Joshua® John?" 1)

BORN—Dec. 1, 1995, Beaux
Alexander Rathbun, son of Richard
and Laurel Rathbun, and grandson of
Norma Rathbun and the Iate Lisle'®
Rathbun (Emmet Geor%e Vortimer’
Lucius® Jonathan®* John®"

BORN—Oct. 18, 1995, Britta Karen
Adams, daughter of Michael and
Sharon Adams and granddaughter of
our members Mary and K. Haybron
Adams. Haybron is the grandson of
W|II|am Payne Haybron and Martha
Ann® Rathburn (John Ruel® David®
Edmund* John® )

BORN—Sept. 28, 1995, Nathan
Howard Dowd, son of Kenneth and
Jeanne Dowd and grandson of our
members Howard and Betty Troth.
Betty is the granddaughter of Franklin
Morey and Sarah Ann Rathbun
(Acors Joshua®3 John® )

BORN—Dec. 23, 1995, Morgan Leigh
Monson, daughter of Stacy and
Ronald E. Monson Ill, and great-
granddaughter of our charter member
Susie Carter Baston. Susie is the
daughter of Anhur Carter and Mehnda
Rathbun (Hallett Thomas6 John*
Samuel® Thomas? John)

BORN—Nov. 2, 1995, John Patrick
Arsenberg, son of Timothy and
Deanne (Rathbun) Arsenberg, and
grandson of our members Delllah and
DonA Rathbun (Paul John Elon
John® Alfred Job* Benjamln Joseph
John' ). Young John has a sister
Margaret Emma, aged two.

Corrections

In our Spring Historian (page 15),
we omitted a son of William W.
Rathbun. His son Charles Joshua
Rathbun was born Sept. 1, 1860, and
married Bridget Shea. His brother,
George, was married twice—to lda
May Cole and then to Margaret
Keenan. Also, their mother, Harriet
Terry Rathbun, died Feb. 7, 1905, not
in 1875. Thanks to Lydia Littlefield.

Maude Ann daughter of Samuel
Carpenter Rathbun (John Gideon®
Edmund* John® ) did not marry
John Knox as her second husband.
(Historian of Fall 1995, page 32). Our
thanks to Ruth Kiteley.

The Ellen L. Rathbun who appeared
in the 1900 census at Norwich, Conn.,
was not the widow of Elias T. Rathbun
but probably the divorced wife of
Reuben Brown’ Rathbun. (Historian of
July 1993, page 43).

In our Fall 1995 Historian, page 37,
we omitted the children of Albert
Miner’ Rathbun by his third wife,
Rhoda Browning. Their children were
as follows:

MARY M., born March 8, 1865; mar-
ried Almond Wythey Aug. 16, 1879.

WILLIAM A,, born May 1, 1867; died
Aug. 14, 1869.

EDWARD E., born March 15, 1869;
married Mary E. Hammond, and possi-
bly Margaret Corning (according to
Cooley).

SARAH, born Oct. 24, 1872; married
J. Handin.

JANE, born March 1870; single in
1900.

ALBERT E., born March 8, 1880;
married Jennie Chester.
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New Data

Joseph Rathbun, son of Allen®
Rathbun (Josiah® Job* Joshua®
John2'1), (Historian of Oct. 1988, page
61), was married June 30, 1885, in
Grenville, Ontario, to Mary Jane
LaFajor, 27, daughter of Joseph and
Mary LaFajor.

The wife of Eldridge® Rathbun
(Ftobert5 John* Samuel® Thomas?
John1), was Harriet Boxer, according
to the wedding record of their son
James. (Historian of Oct. 1989, page
62).

John Rathbun, probable son of
Joseph5 Rathbun (George Joseph32
John' ), (Historian of Jan. 1991, page
11), apparently had a previously
unknown son named Charles, born
about 1836. Charles, a weaver, then
39, was married March 29, 1876, in
Cavan, Ontario, to Theresa (Davidson)
Hills, widow of William Hills. According
to his marriage record, he was born in
New York, the son of John and Mary
Rathbun. Our thanks for these three
items to Rob Rathbun, who is
researching Canadian marriage
records.

Rebecca Pearl, second wife of
Joseph Sharp6 Rathbun (Clark5
Jonathan* John3'1), was the daughter
of Frank and Polly (Pearl) Wyatt, and
the widow of Joel Pearl. Her daughter
by the first marriage, Polly N. Pearl,
was listed with Joseph and Rebecca in
the 1850 census. (Historian of July
1986, page 42.) Joseph’s son, Rev.
Davis Lincoln Rathbun (1838-1928),
was graduated in 1861 from Central
College, a Methodist-Episcopal institu-
tion at Lafayette, Mo. (Historian of Jan.
1994, page 11).

Elizabeth Mary Pierce, wife of Asher
Deming7 Rathbun (Christopher6
Jonathan® Isaiah* Jonathan® John2'1),
was the daughter of Freeman and
Mary (Baker) Pierce, (Historian of July
1993, page 43).
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Mar\7l Jane Gates, first W|fe of Ollver
Martin Rathbone (Martrn Joshua®*
Jonathan® John®" ) was born Feb. 11,
1832, and died March 24, 1872. They
were apparently divorced by 1862,
when he remarried. Historian of
January 1993, page 11. Our thanks to
Loren W. Marvin.

In our July 1982 Historian, page 44
we said that Roger Rathbun (Samuel
Thomas? John' ), had other children in
addition to those listed. One of these
others was a son Henry, born about
1788, who applied for a seaman’s cer-
tificate on Feb. 14, 1808, aged 18,
born in North Kingstown, R.l. He prob-
ably died at sea.

George C. Rathbone, son of Harvey
Tate Rathbone (Ira Edmund®
John® ) married Myrtle E. Ford.
They apparently had no children.
(Historian of Fall 1995, page 35).

The middle name of Thomas
Rathbun, son of Jonathan Francrs7
Rathbun (W||I|am Gideon® Edmund®*
John® ) was probably Roe not
Robert. (Historian of Fall 1995, page
32).

Lewrs David Rathburn, son of David
Lewis’ Rathburn (LeW|s David®
Edmund* John®" ) married Martha
Warner. (Historian of Fall 1995, page
33). Our thanks for these three items
to Rob Rathbun.

In our Historian of April 1990, page
27, we reforted that Sarah, daughter
of Joshua™ Rathbun (Joshua 3 John® 1)
married George Thurston and then
Sands Niles. This information, from old
family records, appears to be in error.
Sarah, born in 1753, was George
Thurston’s second wife and died Sept.
19, 1817, in Hopkinton, R.l. Thurston
died 10 years later. It is quite possible
that Sarah first married Sands Niles,
since she was about 39 when she
married Thurston.

William® Rathbun, son of William®
(Daniel* Joshua® John®"), died in
1888 at East Garafraxia, Ontario. His
will was probated there on December
12, 1888. Our thanks to Rob Rathbun.

Elsie Rathbuné daughter of Edmund®*
Rathbun (John ’1), was born about
1775 and was married in the late 1790s
to Edward Robinson. (Historian of
January 1982, page 15). Her husband
died about 1805, leaving her with five
small children. She died Dec. 21, 1832,
aged 57, and is buried in the Cutler
Cemetery at Ames Township, Athens
County, Ohio.

Betsey and Calesta Burleson, wrves

of Reuben Matteson Rathbun (erlett
Joseph Joshua* John® ) were
daughters of Francis W. and Mary
(Laughton) Burleson. (Spring
Historian, page 11).
Eunice Fuller, wife of Solomon®
Rathbun (Job4 Joshua® John2'1), was
born Dec. 15, 1764, in Monson, Mass.,
daughter of Peter and Submit (Miller)
Fuller. (Historian of January 1984,
page 11). Thanks to Rob Rathbun.

Laura (Brown) Rathbun widow of
Alfred® Rathbun (Job* Benjamin®
Joseph John' ), died July 23, 1870,
aged 73 years, one month and 25
days, according to her gravestone in
the Power Cemetery, three miles north
and a quarter mile west of Arabela,
Mo. Based on this, her calculated date
of birth was May 28, 1797. In our
Historian of January 1985, page 14,
we gave her death date as 1874, and
her birth in 1792. Also, Alfred and
Laura probably were the parents of
another daughter, Elizabeth, born June
12, 1825, who married John H.
McCaslin and died July 16, 1875.
Elizabeth, her daughter Laura and son
John are buried in the Rathbun
Cemetery near Arabela. George
Rathbun, listed as a possible son of
Alfred and Laura, belongs to a different
family. Our thanks to Eileen (Rathbun)
Goetz, a descendant, who sent us
photographs of the gravestones.

Billings’ Rathbun (Jonathan
Edmund Jonathan John® ) was
married to Prudence (or Prudentia)
Marble on Feb. 10, 1842. She was
born July 18, 1825, (Historian of
October 1993, page 61). Our thanks to
our member Mary Bywater, a descen-
dant.



Rathbun-Rathbone-Rathburn Family Historian

Fall 1996

Obituaries

DIED—Feb. 19, 1996, Clarence V.
Rathbun, 83, of Shoreham, Vt. He was
the son of Clarence® Rathbun (Isaiah7
Christopher6 Jonathan® Isaiah*
Jonathan® John2'1). He is survived by
two sons, Robert and William Rathbun;
a daughter, Janet Palmer; six grand-
children; three sisters, Mary Sheffield,
Annie Hall and his twin sister Janet
Prout.

DIED—April 3, 1996, Milton Wheeler
Rathbun, 82, a member of our
Assocuatlon He was the son of
Wlnfred Rathbun (Dutee George7
Joshua® Acors® Joshua*® John?® )

He is survived by his wife, Elizabeth;
sons Charles and Richard; daughters
Victoria and Lisa; five grandchildren; a
sister, Muriel Mercer, member of our
Association; brothers Donald and
Russell, a member of our Association.

DIED—April 30, 1996, Eunice Fern
Anderson, 99, at Gladstone, Ore. She
was the last surviving ch|Id of David
Eugene Rathbone (Nathan Amos®®
Thomas*2 John? ) Survivors include
three children and numerous grand-
children.

DIED—June 24, 1996, Marlow C.
Rathbun, 65, at Poway, Calif. He was
the son of Clarence® Rathbun
(Clarence8 John” Gamaliel® Walter®
Thomas*2 John1). A member of our
Association, he is survived by his wife,
Leamorah; two daughters, Janice
Teixeira and Marla Sanders; a son,
Richard; foster son George Ramage;
six grandchildren; a sister, Mary
Ewing, and a brother, Clarence
Rathbun. He was a retired sheriff’'s
lieutenant and former security officer at
the Del Mar Race Track.

DIED—April 29h‘"96 Earl I. Smith,
husband of Franl Mary Rathburn
(Ralph Ohve Benjamln Alvm

George Job ‘gnjamln Joseph

John' )- He is °>U' ived by his wife, to
whom he had %n married 50 years,
and three child

DIED—March 7, 1996, William
Frederick Marsh, 87, at Madison,
Wisc. He was a descendant of Nathan
Brainard and Salinda® Rathbun (Abel5
John* Jonathan® John2‘1). A member
of our Association, he is survived by
his wife, Louise; three sons, William
Jr., David and Roger; a daughter Carol
Walker, and several grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

DIED—March 16, 1996, Herbert
Wilson Rathbun Jr., 50, of Putnam,
Conn. He was the son of Herbert
Wilson® Rathbun (Thomas® William’
Nathan® John®* Samuel® Thomas?
John'). He is survived by his wife,
Ruth; three sons, Joseph, Herbert, and
Adam; several half-brothers and sis-
ters; and one granddaughter.

DIED—April 10, 1996, Irene Elizabeth
(Rathbun) Weaver, 87, of Muskegon,
Mich. She was the widow of Earl
Weaver, who died in 1977, and daugh-
ter of Edgar8 Rathbun (Francis7
Lucius® Jonathan®* John3'2'1). She is
survived by three sons and a daughter;
19 grandchildren, and 27 great-grand-
children.

DIED—Feb. 7, 1996, Ted Rathbun, 85,
of Wichita, Kansas. He was the son of
Izella® Rathbun (Porter8 John’™8
Robert® John* Samuel® Thomas?
John1). He is survived by two daugh-
ters, Connie Kreider and Joyce
Rathbun; five sisters, Fern Seibel,
Beth Haas, Verna Lafalier, Mable
Thompson and Margie Eckleberry, and
one granddaughter.

DIED—May 30, 1996, Marjorie J.
Rathburn, 86, at Johnstown, N.Y. She
was the widow of Frank W.'® Rathburn
(Harrisong William® Samuel” Joseph6
Samuel® Anthony4 Samuel® Thomas?
John1). She is survived by a son,
Robert H. Rathburn, three grandchil-
dren, and five sisters.

DIED—April 12, 1996, Lucy Mariette
(Clark) Rathburn, 94, at Battle Creek,
Mich. She was the widow of Herbert®
Rathburn (Nathan8 Pearson’ Josephs‘5
Jonathan* John3'1).

DIED—May 28, 1996, Harold E.
Rathbun, 65, of Morenci, MICh He was
the son of George Edward Rathbun
(Rufus® Segester’ Isaac® Daniel®
Valentine* Joshua® John®?). He is sur-
vived by his wife, Betty; two sons,
William and Gary; several grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren; sisters
Leona Yutsy, Gertrude Downing, Jean
Reckner and Carol Keefer, and broth-
ers Nolan and Elwood Rathbun.

We have just learned of the death of
Velva Mervel (Rathburn) Gaudern, 92,
last surviving child of Oliver Sherman8
Rathburn (Ben jamin’ Alvm George5
Job* Benjamin Joseph John' ). She
died Nov. 20, 1993, at Cheyenne,
Wyo., leaving eight children; 34 grand-
children; 75 great-grandchildren and
15 great-great-grandchildren—a total
of 132 living descendants. Our thanks
to Dolly Rathburn.

In our Fall 1995 Historian, on page
23, we mentioned an Edward Rathbun
who was killed in World War Il. It was
actually Edward Rathburn, born Feb.
9, 1906 the son of Earl® Rathburn
(W|II|am Samuel’ Joseph Samuel
Anthony Samuel® Thomas? John' ).
He was killed in action on April 12,
1945, in Germany. Our thanks to
Mildred Rathburn.

In our Spring obituaries, Vilma
Rathbun was not a widow, but is sur-
vived by her husband. Our apologies to
him and our thanks to Leamorah
Rathbun.

Celeste Maria Rathbone, daughter
of Charles Edward® Rathbone
(Samuel5 John* Joshua® John2'1),
died September 24, 1951, aged 95, in
Los Angeles, Calif. Her death certifi-
cate gives her birthdate as Sept. 17,
1856, not 1857, as we reported in our
Historian of April 1988, page 29.

Henrietta Rathbone, wife of George
Benjamin7 Rathbone (Martin6
Joshua®* Jonathan® John2’1), died
Feb. 9, 1838, aged 98, and is buried in
the Linwood Cemetery, Colchester,
Conn. (Historian of January 1993,
page 11). Our thanks to Loren Marvin.
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People

HEATHER M. RATHBURN and
Michael E. Gualano were married July
6, 1996, at Johnstown, N.Y. Heather is
the daughter of our members Mildred
and Gaal Rathburn (W|II|am98
Samuel Joseph Samuel Anthony
Samuel® Thomas® John)

SUSIE CARTER BASTON was cho-
sen to present the flag of Wisconsin
this month (October) in the “Roll Call of
the States” during a celebration at
Fitzgerald, Georgia. She presented the
flag in honor of her grandfather, Hallet
Rathbun, a Civil War veteran who was
one of the pioneers of Fitzgerald after
the war. Eight of Hallet's granddaugh-
ters, all over 80, are still living. He was
the son of Thomas6 Rathbun
(Thomas John* Samuel® Thomas?
John' )-

WILLIAM RATHBURN was director of
security for the 1996 Olympics in
Atlanta, Georgia. A former member of
our Association, he is a lifetime police
officer, having been deputy police chief
in Los Angeles and chief in Dallas,
Texas. He is descended from the
North Carolina Rathbones whom we
cannot identify.

SANDRA RATHBUN was elected a
trustee of York Township, Sandusky
County, Ohio, in the elections last
November Sandra, 62, is the wife of
Wrtllam Ftathbun (Hollrs Harry®
Chaplln Saxton’ Chaplln Jonathan®*
John®? )

GAYLE RATHBUN has been named
executive director of the Seneca Park
Zoo in Rochester, N.Y. He was for-
merly director of the Dallas (Texas)
Zoologlcal Society. He is the son of
Geosge Ftathbun (Lewrs erllam7
John Perry Edmund* John®? )

TAMI LYNN RATHBUN and Brian Rua
were married February 14 1996 She
is the daughter of Lester Rathbun
(Leonard Wllllam John’® Joseph5
Joshua* John®*?") of West Greenwich,
R.l
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SCOTT CHRISTOPHER RATHBUN

and Abbie Joelle Richardson were
mamed Sept 9, 1995. He i |s the son of
Robert'® Ftathbun (Ernest George
Jeremiah’ Robert Samuel Roger
Samuel® Thomas? John' ).

CHARLES RATHBUN of Hope Valley,
R.l., reports another genealogical
scam. He received in the mail a post-
card from the “Principality of Hutt
River, Queensland, Australia,” offering
him a “Royal Award from His Royal
Highness, the Prince Regent, Prince
Kevia.” All Rathbun had to do was
send a $10 check and sign an “Oath of
Confirmation.” He was told the award
“could mean fame and fortune.” He
decided to pass on the offer and sent
the card to your editor.

ROBERT AND BETTY TROTH would
like to correspond with descendants of
Acors® Rathbun (Joshua John® ),
of his brother Benjamin Bagnal
Rathbun, and their aunt Anna
Rathbun, who married Joseph Lawton.
Betty is a descendant of Acors. The
Troths are planning to write a history of
this branch of the family. Their address
is 18 Saint Charles Square, Huntsville,
Ala. 35801-2848.

The marden name of Martha, wife of
Samuel Hathbun (Edmund Perry
Edmund* John®2"! ), was Richardson,
according to the death record of her
son Perry Z. Rathbun, who was born
July 27, 1853. Martha had previously
been married, on Nov. 3, 1838, to
Samuel Hinch, which means that she
was probably born about 1820, not
1825, as we had speculated in our
Spring 1995 Historian. Our thanks to
Rob Rathbun.

Reunion

Descendants of Henry Howe
Rathbun and Estelle (Masters)
Rathbun gathered for a family reunion
August 9-11 at Dearborn, N.Y. The 65
persons in attendance included two
surviving daughters, Edith Roberts and
Estelle Innocent, and Robert B.
Rathbun, a grandson and member of
our association. Henry Howe Rathbun
(1891- 1948) was the son of Charles
Amorx Rathbun (W|II|am Alfred®
Wait>* Joshua® John® 1)



